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advertisement. 



HE pleafure Dean Swift’s 


X Works have already afforded 
will be a fufficient apology for 
communieating to the Reader, tho’ 
fomewhat out of feafon, thefe addi¬ 
tional Volumes; who will be left 
diiplealed, that tl>ey have been fo 
long fupprefled, than thankful that 
they are now at laft publiflied. We 
have no occafion to apologize for 
the Pieces themfclves ; far as they 
have all the internal marks of ge- 
nuineneft, fo, by their further open¬ 
ing the Author’s private correfpon- 
dence, they difplay the goodnefs of 
his heart, no left than the never- 
ceafing fallies of his wit.. His an- 
fwer to The Rights of the Chriftian 
Church is a remarkable inftance of 
both ; which, though unfinillied, 
and but the flight prolufions of his 


ftrength,. 
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flrength, (hew how fincere, how 
able a champion he was of religion 
and the church. So foon as thefe 
were printed in Dublin, in a new 
edition of the Dean’s works, it was 
a jultice due to them to fele£t them 
thence to complete the London edi¬ 
tion. Like the Author, though they 
owe their birth to Ireland, they will 
feel their maturity in Britain, and 
each nation will contend which lhall 
receive them with greater ardour. 
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A 

SERMON 

0 N 


FALSE WITNESS. 


Exodus xx. 16. 

Thou Jhalt not bear falfe witnefs againjl thy neigh¬ 
bour. 

I N thofe great changes that are made in a coun¬ 
try by the prevailing of one party over another, 
it is very convenient that the prince, and thofe 
who are in authority under him, fhould ufe all juft 
and proper methods for preventing any mifchief to 
the public from feditious men. /\nd go\ernours 
do well, when they encourage any good fubjedt to 
difeover (as his duty obligeth him) whatever plots 
or confpiracies may be any way dangerous to the 
date : Neither arc they to be blamed, even when 
they receive informations from bad men, in order 
to iind out the truth, when it concerns, the public 
welfare. Every one indeed is naturally inclined to 
have an ill opinion of an informer; although it is 
not impoffible, but an honed: man maybe called by 
that name. For whoever knoweth any thing, the 
telling of which would prevent fome great evil to 
his prince, his country, or his neighbour, is bound 
in confcience to reveal it* But the mifchief h, 
Vol. XI. A that 
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that when parties are violently inflamed, which 
feemeth unfortunately to be our cafe at prefent, 
there is never wanting a fett of evil inftruments, 
who either out of mad zeal, private hatred, or filr 
thy lucre, are always ready to offer their fervice to 
the prevailing fide, and become accufers of their 
brethren, without any regard to truth or charity. 
Holy David numbers this among the chief of his 
fufferings ; Falfe ivitnejfes are rifcti up againjl me , 
and fuch as breathe out cruelty *. Our Saviour and 
his apoftles did likewife undergo the fame diftrefs, 
as we read both in the Gofpeis and the A6ts. 

Now, becaufe the fin of falfe witnefling is fo 
horrible and dangerous in itfelf, and fo odious to 
God and man : And becaufe the bitternefs of too 
many among us is rifen to fuch a height, that it is 
not eafy to know where it will ftop, or how far 
fome weak and wicked minds may be carried by a 
miftaken zeal, a malicious temper, or hope of re¬ 
ward, to break this great commandment delivered 
in the text: Therefore, in order to prevent this 
evil, and the confequences of it, at leaft among 
you who are my hearers, I fhall, 

I. First, Shew you feveral ways by which a 
man may be called a falfe witnefs againft his 
neighbour. 

II. Secondly, I fhall give you fome rules for 
your conduct and behaviour, in order to de¬ 
fend yourfelves againft the malice and cunning 
of falfe accufers. 

III. And laflly, I {hall conclude with fhewing 
vou very briefly, how far it is your duty, as 
good fubje&s and good neighbours, to bear 
faithful witnefs when you are lawfully called 
to it by thole in authority* or by the iincere 
advice of your own confciences. 

I. As to the^firft, there are lcverai ways by 

* Pfal. xxvii. 12. ' 

• which 












ON FALSE WITNESS. 3 

Which a man may be juftly called a falfe witnefs 
againft his neighbour. 

Firjiy According to the dirett meaning of the 
word, when a man accufeth his neighbour without 
the lealt ground of truth, bo we read, that Jeze¬ 
bel hired two fens of Belial to accufe Naboth for blaf- 
pheming Cod and the King , for which , although he 
was entirely innocent , he was ftoned to death *. 
And, in our age, it is not eafy to tell how many 
men have loft their lives, been ruined in their for¬ 
tunes, and put to ignominious punifliment, by the 
downright perjury of falfe witneffes ! The law itfelf 
in fuch cafes being not able to proteft the innocent. 
But this is fo horrible a crime, that it doth not 
need to be aggravated by words. 

A fecond way by which a man becometh a falfe 
witnefs is, when he mixeth falfefliood and truth 
together, or concealeth fome circumftances, which, 
if they were told, would deftroy the falfehoods 
he uttereth. So the two falfe witnefles who 
accufed our Saviour before the chief priefts, by 
a very little perverting his words, would have 
made him guilty of a capital crime ; for fo it was 
among the Jews to prophefy any evil againft the 
temple. This fellow faid 9 I am able to dejlroy the 
temple of God , and to build it in three days f ; 
whereas the words, as our Saviour fpoke them, 
were to another end, and differently exprefled: 
For when the Jews aiked him to {hew them a fign, 
he faid, Dejlroy this temple , and in three days I 
will raije it up. In fuch cafes as thefe, an innocent 
man is half confounded, and looketh as if he were 
guilty, fince he neither can deny his words, nor 
perhaps readily ftrip them from the malicious ad¬ 
ditions of a falfe witnefs. 

Thirdly , A man is a falfe witnefs, when, in ac- 
culing his neighbour, he endeavoureth to aggra¬ 
vate by his geftures, and tone of his voice, or when 

* 1 Kin£s xxi. 13. \ Matth. xxvi. 6, 
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he chargeth a man with words which were only 
repeated or quoted from fomebody elfe. As if a- 
nv one ihouJd tell me that he heard another fpealc 
certain dangerous and feditious fpeeches, and I 
ihould immediately accufe him for fpeaking them 
himlelf; and fo drop the only circumftances that 
made him innocent. This was the cafe of St. Ste¬ 
phen. The falfe witnefies faid, This man ceafeih 
net to [peak blafpbemons words againft this holy place 
and the law *. Whereas St. Stephen faid no fuch 
words: but only repeated fome prophefies of Je¬ 
remiah or Malachi, which threatened Jerufalem 
with deftru&ion if it did not repent : However, 
by the fury of the people, this innocent holy per- 
ibn was Honed to death for words he never fpoke. 

Fourthly , The blacked kind of falfe witnefies are 
thofe who do the office of the Devil, by tempting 
their brethren in order to betray them. I cannot 
call to mind any inftances of this kind mentioned 
in holy feripture: But I am afraid, this vile prac¬ 
tice hath been too much followed in the world. 
When a man’s temper hath been fo Toured by mif- 
fortunes and hard ufage, that perhaps he hath 
reafon enough to complain ; then one of thefe fe- 
ducers, under the pretence of friendfhip, will feem 
to lament his cafe, urge the harafhips he hath dif¬ 
fered, and endeavour to raife his pallions, until he 
hath faid fomething that a malicious informer can 
pervert or aggravate agianft him in a court of jus¬ 
tice. 

Fifthly , Whoever beareth witnefs againft hrs 
neighbour, out of a principle of malice and re¬ 
venge, from any old grudge, or hatred to his per- 
fon ; fuch a man is a falfe witnefs in the fight of 
God, although what he fays be true; becaufe the 
motive or caufe is evil, not to ferve his prince or 
country, but to gratify his own refentments. And 


* AOs yk 13, * 


therefore- 







ON FALSE WITNESS. 5 

therefore, although a man thus accufed may be 
very juilly punifhed by the law, yet this doth by 
no means acquit the acculer, who, inilead of re¬ 
garding the public ferVice, intended only to glut 
his private rage and fpite. 

Sixthly, I number among falfe witnefles, all 
thofe who make a trade of being informers in 
hope of favour and reward ; and to this end em¬ 
ploy their time, either by Aliening in public places, 
to catch up an accidental word; or in corrupting 
men’s fervants to dilcover any unwary expreliion 
of their mafter; or thrufting themfelves into com¬ 
pany, and then uting the moil indecent fcurrilous 
language ; fallening a thoufand fallehoods and 
fcandal upon a whole party, on purpofe to pro¬ 
voke fuch an anfwer as they may turn to an accu- 
fation. And truly this ungodly race is laid to be 
grown fo numerous, that men of different parties 
can hardly converfe together with any fecurity. 
Even the pulpit hath not been free from the mif- 
reprefentation of thefe informers ; of whom the 
clergy have not wanted occafions to complain with 
holy David : 7 key daily mifteke my words, all they 
imagine is, to do me evil Nor i it any wonder ac 
all. that this trade of informing fliould be now in 
a flourifhing condition, lince our cafe is manifeftly 
thus; we are divided into two parties, with very 
little charity or temper towards each other : The 
prevailing lide may talk of pait things as they 
pleafe, with fecurity; and generally do it in the 
mod provoking words they can invent; while thofe 
who are down are fometimes tempted to fpeak in 
favour of a loft caufe, and therefore, without 
great caution, muft needs be often caught tripping, 
and thereby furnifh plenty of materials for witnef- 
fes and informers. 

Lajlly, Thofe may well be reckoned among falfe 
witneifes againft their neighbour, who bring him 
into trouble and punifhment by fuch accufations as 

arc 
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are of no confequence at all to the public, nor carl 
be of any other ufe but to create vexation. Such 
witnej£e$ are thofe, who cannot hear an idle in¬ 
temperate exprcfiion, but they muft immediately 
run to the magiftrate to inform ; or perhaps 
wrangling in their cups over-night, when they 
were not able to fpeak or apprehend three words of 
common fenfe, will pretend to remember every 
thing in the morning, and think themfelves very 
properly qualified to be accufers of their brethren, 
God be thanked, the throne of our King * is too 
firmly fettled to be lliaken by the folly and rafhncfs 
of every lottifh companion. And I do not in the 
lead: doubt, that when thole in power begin to ob- 
ferve the falfehood, the prevarication, the aggra¬ 
vating manner, the treachery and feducing, the 
malice and revenge, the love of lucre; and laftly, 
the trifling accufations in too many wicked people, 
they will be as ready to difeourage every fort of 
thofe whom I have numbered among falfe witneffes, 
as they will be to countenance honelt men, who, 
out of a true zeal to their Prince and country, do, 
in the innocence of their hearts, freely dilcover 
whatever they may apprehend to be dangerous to 
either. A good Chriitian will think it fufficient to 
reprove his brother for a rafh unguarded word, 
where there is neither danger nor evil example to 
be apprehended ; or, if lie will not amend by re¬ 
proof, avoid his converfation. 

II. And thus much may ferve to (hew the feve- 
ral ways whereby a man may befaid to be a lalfe wit- 
nefs againft his neighbour. I might have added one 
kind more, and it is of thole who inform againfl 
their neighbour out of fear of punifhment to 
themfelves, which, although it be moie excufable, 
and hath lefs of malice than any of the reft, cannot 
however be juftified. 1 go on therefore upon the 

* George I. 

fecond 
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fecond head, to give you Tome rules for your con¬ 
duct and behaviour, in order to defend yourfclvcs 
againft the malice and cunning of falfe accufers. 

it is readily agreed, that innocence is the beft 
protection in the world ; yet that it is not always 
lufficient without fome degree of prudence, our 
Saviour himfclf intimateth to us, by ii.ftrudting his 
difciples to be wife as ferpents , as well as innocent as 
doves. But, if ever innocence be too weak a de¬ 
fence, it is chiefly fo in jealous and fufpicious times, 
when factions are arrived to an high pitch of ani- 
mofity, and the minds of men, inftead of being 
warmed by a true zeal for religion, are inflamed 
only by party fury. Neither is virtue itfelf a fufli- 
cient lecurity in fuch times, becaufe it is not allow¬ 
ed to be virtue, otherwife than as it hath a mixture 
of party. 

However, although virtue and innocence are no 
infallible defence againft perjury, malice and fub- 
ornation, yet they are great fupports for enabling 
us to bear thofe evils with temper and refignation ; 
and it is an unfpeakablc comfort to a good nun, 
under the malignity of evil mercenary tongues, that 
a few years will carry his appeal to an higher tri¬ 
bunal, where falfe witnefles, inftead of daring to 
bring accufations before an AH feeing Judge, will 
call for mountains to cover them. As for earthly 
judges, they feldom have it in their power ; and, 
God knows, whether they have it in their will, to 
mingle mercy with juftice ; they are fo far from 
knowing the hearts of the accufer or the accufed, 
that they cannot know their own ; and their un- 
derftanding is frequently biafied, al hough their 
intentions be juft. They are often prejudiced to 
caules, parties, and perfons, through the infirmity 
of human nature, without being fcnflble themfelves 
that they are fo: And therefore, although God 
may pardon their errours here, he certainly will 
not ratify their fentenccs hereafter. 


However 
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However fince, as we have before obferved, our 
Saviour preferibeth to us to be not only harmless 
as cloves, but wife as ferpents; give me leave to 
preferibe to you fome rules, which the moil: igno¬ 
rant perfon may follow for the condu£l of his life 
with iafety in perilous times, againft falfe accu- 
iers. 

17?, Let me advife you to have nothing at all to 
do with that which is commonly called politics, or 
the government of the world : In the nature of 
which it is certain you are utterly ignorant, and 
when your opinion is wrong, although it proceeds 
from ignorance, it ilvall be an accufation againft 
you. Befides, opinions in government are right or 
wrong juft according to the humour and difpofi- 
tion of the times ; and, uniefs you have judgement 
to tliftinguifti, you may be punifhed at one time 
for what you would be rewarded in another. 

7dly> Be ready at all times in your words and 
actions to fhew your loyalty to the king that reigns 
over you. This is the plain manifeft do&rine of 
holy feripture. Submit yourfelves to every ordinance 
of man for the Lord's fake, whether it be to the king 
asfupreme , &c. * And another apoftle tclleth us. 
The powers that be are ordained of God . Kings are the 
ordinances of man by the permiflion of God, and 
they are ordained of God by his inftrument man. 
The powers that be, the prefent powers, which are 
ordained by God, and yet in fome fenfe are the 
ordinances of man, are what you muft obey, with¬ 
out prefuming to examine into rights and titles ; 
neither can it be reafonabiy expected, that the 
powers in being, or in poflefiion, fhould luft'er 
their title to be publicly difputed by fubjects with¬ 
out fevere punifhment. And to lay the truth, 
there is no duty ill religion more eafy to the gene¬ 
rality of mankind, than obedience to government: 


* /. Fet. ii. 13. 
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T fay, to the generality of mankind ; becaufe while 
their law, and property, and religion are preferved, 
it is of no great confequence to them by whom they 
are governed, and therefore they are under no 
temptations to defire a change. 

3 dlyi In order to prevent any danger from the 
malice of falfe witneiles, be fure to avoid intempe* 
ranee. If it be often fo hard for men to govern 
their tongues when they are in their right fenfes, 
how can they hope to do it when they are heated 
with drink ? In thofe cafes moft men regard not 
what they fay, and too many not what they fwcar ; 
neither will a man’s memory, difordered with 
drunkennefs ferve to defend himfelf, or fatisfy him 
whether he was guilty or no. 

4 thly^ Avoid, as much as poflible, the conver- 
fation of thofe people, who are given to talk of pu¬ 
blic perfons and affairs, efpecially of thofe whole 
opinions in fuch matters are different from yours. 

I never once knew any difputes of this kind mana¬ 
ged with tolerable temper ; but on both fides they 
only agree as much as poiTIble to provoke the paf- 
fions of each other, indeed with this difadvantage, 
that he who argueth on the ilde of power may 
fpeak fecurcly the utmoft his malice can invent; 
while the other lieth every moment at the mercy of 
an informer ; and the law in thefe cafes will give 
no allowance at all for pailiun, inadvertency, or 
the higheft provocation. 

I come now in the laft place to fliew you how 
far it is vour duty, as good fubjefls and good neigh¬ 
bor s, to bear faithful witnefs, when you are law¬ 
fully called to it by thofe in authority, or by the 
fincere advice of your own confidences. 

In what I have hitherto faid, you eafily find, 
that I do not talk of bearing witnefs in general, 
which is and may be lawful upon a thoufand ac¬ 
counts in relation to property and other matters, 
and wherein there are many fcandalous corruptions 
Vol. XI. 13 almo ft 
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almoft peculiar to this country, which would re¬ 
quire to be handled by themfclves. But 1 have 
confined my difcourfe only to that branch oF bear¬ 
ing faife witnefs, whereby the public is injured in 
the fafety or honour of the prince, or thofe in au¬ 
thority under him. 

In order therefore to be a faithful witnefs, it is 
firft neceflary that a man doth not undertake it 
from the leaft profpeft of any private advantage to 
himlelf. The fmalleft mixture of that leaven will 
four the whole lump. Intereft: will infallibly bias 
his judgement, altho’ he be ever fo firmly refolved 
to lay nothing but truth. He cannot ferve God 
and Mammon : But as intereft is his chief end, he 
will ufe the moft effectual means to advance it. He 
will aggravate circumftances to make his teftimony 
valuable ; he will be forry if the perfon he accul- 
eth fhould be able to dear himfelf; in fhort, he 
is labouring a point which he thinks neceflary to 
his own good; and it would be a difappointment 
to him, that his neighbour Ihould prove innocent. 

5 tbly. Every good fubject is obliged to bear wit¬ 
nefs again ft his neighbour, for any action or words, 
the telling of which would be of advantage to the 
public, and the concealment dangerous, or of ill 
example. Of this nature are all plots and confpi- 
r.icies againft the peace of a nation, all difgraceful 
words again ft a prince, fuch as clearly dil cover a 
difloyal and rebellious heart: But where our prince 
and country can pofiibly receive no damage or dif- 
grace ; where no fcandal or ill example is given ; 
and our neighbour, it may be, provoked by us, 
happencth piivately to drop a rafli or indifereet 
word, which in ftrictnefs of law might bring him 
under trouble, perhaps to his utter undoing •, 
there we are obliged, we ought, to proceed no 
further than warning and reproof. 

In deferibing to you the feveral kinds of faife 
w-itnefles, I have made it Ids neceflary to dwell 

much 
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much longer upon this head ; becaufe a faithful 
witnefs, like every thing elfe, is known by his con¬ 
trary : Therefore it woulJ be only repetition of 
what I have already faid to tell you, that the ftrift- 
eft truth is required in a witnefs; that he fhould 
be wholly free from malice againft the perfon 
he accufes ; that he fhould not aggravate the fmall- 
ell circumftance againll: the criminal, nor conceal 
the fnvalleft in his favour ; and to crown all, tho* 
I have hinted it before, that the only caufe or mo¬ 
tive of his undertaking an office, fo fubjecl to cen- 
fure, and fo difficult to perform, fhould be the 
fafety and fervice of his prince and country. 

Under thefe conditions and limitations (but not 
othenvife) there is no manner of doubt, but a good 
man may lawfully and juftly become a witnels in 
behalf of the public, and may perform that office 
{in its own nature not very defirable) with honour 
land integrity. For the command in the text is 
pofitive as well as negative; that is to fay, as we 
are dire&ed not to bear falfe witnefs againft our 
neighbour, fo we are to bear true. Next to the 
word of God, and the advice of teachers, every 
man’s confcience ftri&Iy examined will be his bell 
dire&or in this weighty point ; and to that I fhall 
leave him. 

It might perhaps be thought proper to have add¬ 
ed fomething by way of advice to thofe who are 
unhappily engaged in this abominable trade and 
fin of bearing falfe witnefs ; but I am far from be¬ 
lieving or fuppofing any of that deftrudive tribe 
are now my hearers. I look upon them as a fort 
of people that feldom frequent thefe holy places, 
where they can hardly pick up any materials to 
ferve thejr turn, unlefs they think it worth their 
while to mifreprefent or pervert the words of the 
preacher: And whoever is that way difpofed, I 
doubt, cannot be in a very good condition to edify 
and reform himfelf by what he heareth. God in 
B 2 his 
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his mercy preferve us from all the guilt of this 
grievous fin forbidden in my text, and from the 
lhares of thole who are guilty of it. 

I fhall conclude with one or two precepts given 
by Mofes from God to the children of Ifrael , in 
the xxiii. ofExod. i, 2. 

Thou Jljalt not raife a falje report : Put not thine 
hand with the wicked , to be an unrighteous witnefs. 

Thou Jljalt not follow a multitude to do evil , neither 
Jljalt thou fpeak in a caufe to decline after many > t$ 
wrejl judgement . 

Now to God the Father, 



A SER* 
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SERMON 


ON THE 


Poor Man’s Contentment. 


Philip. Chap. iv. Part of the nth verfe. 

I have learned, in whatfoevcr Jlate I am , therewith 
to be content . 

T HE holy fcrlpture is full of exprefiions to fet 
forth the miferable condition of man during 
the whole progrefs of his life ; his weaknefs, pride, 
and vanity; his unmeafurable defires, and perpetu¬ 
al difappointments ; the prevalency of his pafiions, 
and the corruptions of his reafon ; his deluding 
hopes, and his real, as well as imaginary fears; his 
natural and artificial wants ; his cares and anxie¬ 
ties ; the difeafes of his body, and the difeafes of 
his mind ; the fhortnefs of his life ; his dread of a 
future ftate, with his careleflnefs to prepare for it : 
And the wife men of all ages have made the fame 
refleftions. 

But all thefe are general calamities, from which 
none are excepted ; and, being without remedy, it 
is vain to bewail them. The great queftion, long 
debated in the world, is, whether the rich or the 
poor are the leaft miferable of the two ! It is cer¬ 
tain, that no rich man ever defired to be poor, and 

that 
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that mart, if not all, poor men defire to be rich ; 
from whence it may be argued, that, in all appear¬ 
ance, the advantage lieth on the fide of wealth, be- 
caufe borh parties agree in preferring it before po¬ 
verty. But this reafoning will be found to be falfe: 
For, I lay it down as. a certain truth, that God 
Almighty hath placed all men upon an equal foot, 
with rcfpetfl to their happinefs in this world, and 
the capacity of attaining their falvation in the next; 
t>r, at leaft, if there be any difference, it is not the 
advantage of the tich and the mighty. Now, 
fince a great part of thcfe, who ufualiy make up 
our congregations, are not of confiderable ftation, 
and many among them of the lower fort, and 
fince the meaner people are generally, and juftly, 
charged with the fin of repining and murmuring 
at their own condition, to which, however, their 
betters arc fufficiently fubjett, (although, perhaps, 
for fhame, not always fo loud in their complaints) 
1 thought it might be ufeful to reafon upon this 
point in as plain a manner as I can. I fhall there¬ 
fore fhew, firft, that the poor enjoy many tempo¬ 
ral blefiings, which are not common to the rich and 
the great: And, likewife, tl\at the rich and the 
great are fubje<ft to many temporal evils, which arc 
not common to the poor. 

But here 1 would not be mifunderftood ; perhaps, 
there is not a word more abufed than that of the 
poor, or wherein the world is more generally mif- 
taken. Among the number of thole who beg in 
our ftreets, or are half fiarved at home, or lan- 
guifh in prifon for debt, there is hardly one in a 
hundred who doth not owe his misfortunes to his 
own lazinefs or drunkennefs, or worfe vices. 

To thefe he owes thole very difeales which often 
difable him from getting his bread. Such wretches 
are defervedly unhappy; they can only blame 
tbemfdves; and when we are commanded to have 
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p.iy on the poor, thefe are not underftood to be 
of the number. 

It is true, indeed, that fometimes honed:, en¬ 
deavouring men are reduced to extreme want, e- 
ven to the begging of alms, by lolles, by accidents 
by difeafes, and old age, without any fault of their 
own: But thefe are very few, in companion of 
the other ; nor would their fupport be any fenfible 
burden to the public, if the charity of well difpo- 
fed perfons were not intercepted by thole common 
Broilers, who are moft importunate, and who lead 
deferve it. Thefe, indeed, are properly and juft- 
ly called the poor, whom it fhculd be our ftudy to 
Bnd out and diftinguilh, by making them partake 
ot- our fuperlluity and abundance. 

But neither have thefe any thing to do with mv 
prefent fubjeft : For, by the poor I only intend 
the honeft, induftrious artificer, the meaner fort 
of tradelmen, and the labouring man, who get- 
teth his bread by the fweat of his brows, in ro*n 
or country, and who make the bulk of ivLnkind 
among us. 

Firft* I fhall therefore fhew, firft, that the poor 
(in the fenfe I underftand the world ) do enjov ma¬ 
ny temporal bleffings, which are not common to 
the rich and great ; and likewife, that the rich and 
great are fubject to many temporal evils, which are 
not common to the poor. 

Secondly , From the arguments offered to prove 
the foregoing head, 1 /hall draw fome ubfer rations 
that may be ufelul for your praftice. 

I. 4 s to the firft: Health, we know, is general¬ 
ly allowed to be the beft of all earthly pofilflions, 
becaufe it is that, without which we can hav no 
fatisfaftion in any of the reft. For riches aie of 
no ufe, if ficknels taketh from us the ability of ( n- 
joying them, and power and gicatncfs are then on¬ 
ly a burden. Now, if we would look for health, 
it mull be in the humble habitation of the labour- 
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ing man, or induftrious artificer, who earn their 
bread by the lweat of their brows, and ufually live 
to a good old age with a great degree of ftrength 
and vigour. 

The refrefliment of the body by fleep is another 
great happinefs of the meaner fort. Their reft is 
not difturbed by the fear of thieves and robbers, 
nor is it interrupted by forfeits of intemperance. 
Labour and plain food fupply the want of quiet¬ 
ing draughts ; and the wife man telleth us, that 
the fleep of the labouring man is fweet. As to 
children, which are certainly accounted of as a blefs- 
ing, even to the poor, where induftry is not want¬ 
ing ; they arc an afliftance to their honeft parents, 
inftead of being a burden ; they are healthy and 
ftrong, and fit for labour ; neither is the father in 
fear, left his heir Ihould be ruined by an unequal 
match ; nor is he folicitous about his rifing in the 
world, further than to be able to get his bread. 

The poorer fort are not the objects of general 
hatred or envy; they have no twinges of ambition, 
nor trouble themfelves with party-quarrels, or 
ftate-divilions. The idle rabble, who follow their 
ambitious leaders in fuch cafes, do not fall within 
my defeription of the poorer fort; for, it is plain, 
I mean only the honeft induftrious poor in town 
or country, who are fafeft in times of public 
difturbancc, in perilous feafons, and public revo¬ 
lutions, if they will he quiet, and do their own bu- 
fintfs: For artificers and hufbandmen are necefta- 
ry in all governments : But in fuch feafons, the 
rich at e the public maik, becaule they are often¬ 
times of no ufe, but to be plundered; like fome 
Ion of birds, who are good for nothing but their 
feathers-, and fo fall a prey to the ftrongeft fide. 

Let us proceed on the other iide to examine the 
difadvantages that the rich and the great lie under, 
with refpect to the happinefs of the prefent life. 

Fir ft then : While health, as we have faid, is 
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ihe general portion of the lower fort, the gout, the 
dropfy, the ftone, the cholic, and all other difea- 
fes are continually haunting the palaces of the rich 
and the great, as the natural attendants upon lazi- 
nefs and luxury. Neither does the rich man eat 
his fumptuous fare with half the appetite and re- 
lifh, that even the beggars do the crumbs which 
fall from his table : But, on the contrary, he is 
full of loathing and dilguft, or at be ft of indiffer¬ 
ence, in the midft of plenty. Thus their intempe¬ 
rance (hortens their lives, without plealing their 
appetites. 

Bufinefs, fear, guilt, defign, anguifh, and vex¬ 
ation are continually buzzing about the curtains 
of the rich and the powerful, and will hardly fuller 
them to clofe their eyes, unlefs when they are 
dozed with the fumes of ftrong liquors. 

It is a great miftake to imagine, that the rich 
want but few things , their wants are more nume¬ 
rous, more craving, and urgent, than thofe of 
poorer men : For thefe endeavour only at the ne- 
ceffaries of life, which make them happy, and they 
think no farther : But the defire of power and 
wealth is endlefs, and therefore impollible to be 
fatisfied with any acquifitions. 

If riches were fo great a bleffing as they are 
commonly thought, they would at leaft h ave this 
advantage, to give their owners cheerful hearts and 
countenances; they would often ftjr them up to 
exprefs their thankfulnefs to God, and (life over 
their fatisfaclion to the world. But, in t hc 

contrary to all this is true. For where are there 
more cloudy brows, more melancholy hearts , or 
more ingratitude to their great benefactor, than 
among thofe who abound in wealth ? ftnd, indeed , 
it is natural that it fliould be fo, becaufe thofe men, 
who covet things that are hard to be g >t, muft be 
hard to pleafe ; whereas a fniall thing maketh 4 
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! ;oor man happy; and great Ioffes cannot befal 
dm. 

It is likewife worth confidering, how few among 
the rich have procured their wealth by juft mea- 
fures; how many owe their fortunes to the fins of 
their parents, how many more to their own ? If 
men’s titles were to be tried before a true court of 
conscience, where falfe fwearing, and a thoufand 
vile artifices, (that are well known, and can hard¬ 
ly be avoided in human courts of juftice) would a- 
vail nothing ; how many would be ejefled with in¬ 
famy and difgrace ? How many grow confiderable 
by breach of truft, by bribery and corruption ? 
How many have fold their religion, with the rights 
and liberties of themfelves and others, for power 
and employments ? 

And, it is a miftake to think, that the moft 
hardened (inner, who oweth his profeffions or ti¬ 
tles to any fuch wicked arts of thieving, can have 
true peace of mind, under the reproaches of a 
guilty confcience, and amidft the cries of ruined 
widows and orphans. 

I know not one real advantage that the rich have 
over the poor, except the power of doing good to 
others : But this is an advantage which God hath 
pot given wicked men the grace to make ufe of. 
The wealth acquired by evil means was never em¬ 
ployed to good ends; for that would be to divide 
the kingdom of Satan againft itfelf. Whatever 
hath been gained by fraud, avarice, opprefiion, 
and the like, mu ft be preferved and increafed by 
the fame methods. 

I fhali add but one thing more upon this head, 
which I hope will convince you, that God (whofe 
thoughts are not as our thoughts) never intended 
riches or power to be neccflary for the happinefs 
of mankind in this life ; becaufe it is certain, that 
there is not one (ingle good quality of the mind 
absolutely neceffary to obtain them, where men 
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are refolved to be rich at any rate; neither honour* 
juftice, temperance, wiftiom, religion, truth, or 
learning; for a flight acquaintance with the world 
will inform us, that there have been many inftan- 
ces of men in all ages, who have arrived at great 
pofieflions and great dignities, by cunning, fraud, 
or flattery, without any of thefe, or any other vir¬ 
tues that can be named. Now, if richnels and 
greatnefs were fuch blefiings, that good men with¬ 
out them could have their fhare of happinefs in 
this life ; how cometh it to pafs, that God fhould 
differ them to be often dealt to the word, and 
moll profligate of mankind ? that they fhould be 
generally procured by the mod abominable means, 
and applied to the bafed and mod wicked ufes ? 
This ought not to be conceived of a juft, a merci¬ 
ful, a wife, and Almighty Being. We mud there¬ 
fore conclude, that wealth and power are in their 
own nature, at bed, but things indifferent, and 
that a good man may be equally happy without 
them, provided that he hath a lufficiency of the 
common bleflings of human life to anfwer all the 
reafo’nable and virtuous demands of nature, which 
his indudry will provide, and fobriety will prevent 
his wanting. Augur' s prayer, with the reafons of 
his wilh, are full to this purpofe : “ Give me nei- 
€i ther poverty nor riches. Feed me with food 
“ convenient tor me 5 left I be full and deny thee, 
“ and fay, who is the Lord ? Or, left I be poor, 
“ and deal, and take the Name of my God in 
“ vain." 

From what hath been faid, I fhall, in the fe- 
cond place, offer fome coniiderations, that may be 
uLful for your practice. 

And here I (hall apply myfelf chiefly to thofe of 
the lower fort, for whole comfort and fatisfaifcion 
this difeourfe is principally intended For, having 
©bferved the great fin of thofe, who do not abound 
in wealth, to be that of murmuring and repining* 
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th.it God hath dealt h‘s bleflings unequally to the 
ions or men, I thought it would be of great ufe to 
remove out of your minds lo talfe and wicked an 
opinion, by (hewing rhat your condition is really 
happier than moil of you imagine. 

tirfti Therefore, it hath been always agreed in 
the world, that the prefent happinefs of mankind’ 
confided in the case of our body and the quiet of 
our mind ; but, from what hath been already faid, 
it plainly appears, that neither wealth nor power 
do in any fort contribute to either of thefe two 
bit-flings. If, on the contrary, by multiplying our 
<Jc(ires, they increafe our difcontents; if they de- 
ftroy our health, gall us with painful difeafes, and 
Ihorten our life *, if they expofe us to hatred, to 
envy, to cenfure, to a thoufand temptations, it is 
not eafy to fee why a wife man fhouid make them 
his choice, for their own fake, although it were in 
his power. Would any of you, who are in health 
and llrength ol- body, with moderate food and rai* 
ment earned by your own labour, rather chufe to 
be in the rich man’s bed, under the torture of the 
gout, unable to take your natural reft, or natural 
uoui ifhment, with the additional load of a guilty 
confcicnce, reproaching you for injuflice, oppref- 
fions, covetoufnefs, and fraud? No;, but you 
would take the riches and power, and leave behind 
the inconveniencies that attend them ; and fo 
would every man living. But that is more than 
our (hare, and God never intended this world for 
inch a place of reft as we would mike it; for the 
Scripture aflureth us, that it was only defigned a 
place of trial. Nothing is more frequent than a 
man to wifli himfelf in another’s condition ; yet he 
feldom doth it without fome referve : He would 
not be fo old ; he would not be fo (ickly ; he would 
not be fo cruel ; he would not be fo infolent ■, he . 
would not be fo vicious ; he would not be fo cp- 
preiilve ; lo griping; and fo on. From whence it 
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js plain, that, in their own judgement, men arc 
not fo unequally dealt with, as they would at 
firft fight imagine : For, if I would not change my 
condition with another man, without any exception 
or refcrvation at all, I am in reality more happy 
than he. 

Secondly, Yon of the meaner fort are fubjeft to 
fewer temptations than the rich ; and therefore 
your vices are more unpardonable. Labour fiub- 
oiueth your appetites to be iatisfied with common 
things ; the bufinefs of your feveral callings-filletb 
up your whole time ; fo that idlenels, which is 
the bane and deftrudtion of virtue, doth not lead 
you into the neighbourhood of fin : Your paflions 
are cooler, by not being inflamed with excefs, and 
therefore the gate and the way that lead to life are 
not fo (Irak or fo narrow to you, as to thole who 
live among all the allurements to wickednefs. To 
lerve God with the beft of your care and under- 
ftanding, and to be juft and true in your dealings, 
is the fhort fum of your duty, and will be the mors 
ftrictly required of you, becaule nothing liech in 
the way to divert you from it. 

Thirdly, It is plain from what I have faid, that 
you of the lower rank have no juft reafon to com¬ 
plain of your condition ; becaufe, as you plainly 
lee, it affordeth you fo many advantages, andfreeth 
you from fo many vexations, fo many diftempers 
both of body and mind, which purfue and tor¬ 
ment the rich and powerful. 

Fourthly , You are to remember and apply, that 
the pooreft perfon is not exculed from doing to o_ 
thers, and even relieving the wants of his diftrdT. 
ed neighbour, according to his abilities; and if 
you perform your duty in this point, you far out¬ 
do the greateft liberalities of the rich, and will ac¬ 
cordingly be accepted of by God, and get your re¬ 
ward : For, it is our Saviour’s own doctrine, when 
the widow gave her two mites. The rich gave out 
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of their abundance ; that is to fay, what they give, 
they do not feel it in their way of living: But the 
poor man, who giveth out of his little dock, mult 
fpare it from the neceffitry food and raiment of 
himfelf and his family, And, therefore our Sa¬ 
viour adds, “ That the widow gave more than all 

who went before her; for fhe gave all llie had, 
« c even all her livingand fo went home utterly 
unprovided to fupply her necefTuies. 

Lufily , As it appeareth from what hath been 
faid, that you of the lower rank have, in reality, 
a greater lhare of happinefs, your work of falva- 
tion is eafier, by your being liable to fewer tempta¬ 
tions ; and as your reward in heaven is much more 
certain, than it is to the rich, if you feriouflv per¬ 
form your duty, for yours is the kingdom of hea¬ 
ven ; Vo your negleft of it will be lefs excufeabie, 
will meet with fewer allowances from God, and 
will be punifhed with double dripes. For, the 
mod unknowing among you cannot plead igno¬ 
rance in what you have been fo early taught, I 
hope fo often indrudted in, and which is fo eafy to 
be underdood, I mean the art of leading a life a- 
greeable to the plain and politive laws of God. Per¬ 
haps you may think you ly under one difadvantage, 
which the great and rich have not; that idlenefs 
will certainly reduce you to beggary ; whereas thofe 
who abound in wealth ly under no neceiluy either 
of labour or temperance, to keep enough to live 
on. But this is indeed one part of your happinefs, 
that the lownefs of your condition, in a manner, 
forceth you to what is pleating to God, and ne- 
ceflary for your daily fupport. Thus your duty** 
und intcreft are always the fame. 

To conclude ; fince our blefled Lerd, who, in¬ 
dead of a rich and honourable ftation in this world, 
was pleafed to chufe his lot among men of the 
lower condition ; let not thofe, on whom the boun - 
tv of providence hath bedewed wealth and ho¬ 
nours, 
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nours, defpife the men who are placed in an hum¬ 
ble and inferiour Nation ; but rather, with their 
utmoft power, by tlieir countenance, by their pro¬ 
tection, by juft payment for their honeft labour, 
encourage their daily endeavours for the virtuous 
lupport of themfelves and their families. On the 
other hand, let the poor labour to provide things 
honeft in the fight of all men, and lb, with dili¬ 
gence in their feveral employments, live foberly, 
righteoufly, and godly in this prefent world, that 
they may obtain that glorious reward promifed in 
the gofpel to the poor, I mean, the kingdom of 
heaven. 

New to God the Father , &c. 
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SERMON 

ON THE 

CAUSES 

OF T H E 

Wretched Condition of Ireland. 


Psalm CXLIV. Part of the 13th and 14th Ver. 

That there he no complaining in our Jlreets. Happy 
is the People that is in fuch a Cafe. 

I T is a very melancholy reflection, that fuch a 
country as ours, which is capable of producing 
all things necefiary, and moft things convenient 
for life, fufiicient for the fupport of four times the 
number of its inhabitants, Ihould yet ly under the 
heavieft load of mifery and want, our ftreets 
crowded with beggars, fo many of our lower fort 
of tradefmen, labourers, and artificers not able to 
find cloaths and food for their families. 

1 think it may therefore be of fome ufe to lay 
before you the chief caufes of this wretched con¬ 
dition we are in, and then it will be eafier to affign 
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what remedies are in our power towards remo¬ 
ving, at leaft, fome part of thefe evils. 

For it is ever to be lamented, that we lie under 
many difadvantages, not by our own faults, which 
are peculiar to ourfelves, and which no other na¬ 
tion under heaven hath any reafon to complain 
of. 

I {hall, therefore, firffc mention fome caufes of 
our miferies, which I doubt are not to be remedied, 
until God fhall put it in the hearts of thole who 
are the rtronger, to allow us the common rights 
and privileges of brethren, fellow* fubjedts, and e- 
ven of mankind. 

The fir ft caule of our mifery is the intollerable 
hardfliips we lie under in every branch of out¬ 
trade, by which we are become as hewers of wood, 
and drawees of water, to our rigorous neigh¬ 
bours. 

The fecond caufe of our miferable ftate is the 
folly, the vanity, and ingratitude of thofe vaft 
numbers, who think themfelves too good to live in 
the country which gave them birth, and ftill gives 
them bread ; and rather chufe to pafs their days, 
and confume their wealth, and draw out the very 
vitals of their mother-kingdom, among thofe who 
heartily defpife them. 

Thefe I have but lightly touched on, becaufe I 
fear they are not to be redreffed, and, belides, I 
am very fenlible how ready fome people are to take 
offence at the honeft truth ; and, for that reafon, 

1 fhall omit feverai other grievances, under which 
we are long likely to groan. 

I fhall therefore go on to relate fome other 
caufes of this nation’s poverty, by which, if they 
continue much longer, it mult infallibly fink to ut¬ 
ter ruin. 

The firfi: is, that monftrous pride and vanity in 
both fexes, efpecially the weaker fex, who, in the 
midft of poverty, are fuffered to run iuto all kind of 

Vol.XI. D expencc 








ar> 


A S E R M O N on the 

expence and extravagance in drefs, and particularly 
priding themfelvesto wear nothing but what cometh 
from abroad, difdaining the growth or manufacture 
of their own country, in cliofe articles where they 
can be better ferved at home with half the expence ; 
and this is grown to fucha height, that they will car¬ 
ry the whole yearly rent of a good eftate at once on 
their body. And, as there is in that fex a fpiritof 
envy, by which they cannot endure to fee others 
in a better habit than themfelves, fo thofe, whofe 
fortunes can hardly fupport their families in the ne- 
ceflaries of life, will needs vye with the richeft 
and greatefh amongft us, to the ruin of themfelves 
and their pofterity. 

Neither are the men lefs guilty of this pernici¬ 
ous folly, who in imitation of a gaudincfs and fop¬ 
pery of drefs, introduced of late years into our 
neighbouring kingdom, (as fools are apt to imi¬ 
tate only the defeats of their betters) cannot find 
materials in their own country worthy to adorn 
their bodies of clay, while their minds are naked 
of every valuable quality. 

r ihus our tradefmen and fhopkeepers, who deal 
in home-goods, are left in a ftarving condition, 
and only thofe encouraged who ruin the kingdom 
by importing amongft us foreign vanities. 

Another caufe of our low condition, is our great 
luxury, the chief fupport of which is the materials 
of it brought to the nation in exchange for the 
few valuable things left us, whereby fo many 
thoufand families want the very neceffaries of life/ 
Thirdly , In moll parts of this kingdom the na¬ 
tives are from their infancy fo given up to idlenefs 
and floth, that they often chufe to beg or fteal, 
rather than fupport themfelves with their own la¬ 
bour; they marry without the leaft view or thought 
of being able to make any provifion for their fami¬ 
lies; and whereas, in all induftrious nations, chil¬ 
dren are looked on as a help to their parents, 
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with us, for want of being early trained to work, 
they are an intolerable burden at home, and a 
grievous charge upon the public, as appeareth 
from the vail number of ragged and naked chil¬ 
dren in town and country, led about by ftrolling 
women, trained up in ignorance and all manner of 
vice. 

Lofily , A great caufe of this nation’s mifery, is 
that Egyptian bondage of cruel, opprefting, covet¬ 
ous landlords, expecting that all who live under 
them fliould make bricks without ftraw, who grieve 
and envy when they fee a tenant of their own in a 
whole coat, or able to afford one comfortable meal 
in a month, by which the fpirits of the people are 
broken, and made for flavery ; the farmers and 
cottagers, almoft through the whole kingdom, b< • 
ing, to all intents and purpofes, as real beg¬ 
gars as any of thofe to whom we give our cha¬ 
rity in the ftreets, And thefe cruel landlords are 
every day unpeopling their kingdom, by forbid¬ 
ding their miferable tenants to till the earth, againft 
common reafon anti j till ice, and contrary to the 
practice and prudence of all other nations; by 
which numbcrlefs families have been forced ei¬ 
ther to leave the kingdom, or ft role about, and in* 
creafe the number of our thieves and beggars. 

Such, and much worfe, is our condition at pre- 
fent, if l had leifhre or liberty to lay it before you ; 
and, therefore, the next thing which might be con- 
fidered is, Whether there may be any probable 
remedy found, at the lraft 2gainft fome part cf 
thefe evils ; for moft of them are wholly defpo 
rate. 

But this being too large a fubjeeb to be now 
handled, and the intent of my difeourfe confining 
me to give fdhie dire<ftions concerning the poor of 
this city, I fhall keep myfelf within thofe limits. 

It is indeed in the power of the lawgivers to found a 
fchool in every parilh of the kingdom, for teach- 
D 2 ing 
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'ng the meaner and poorer fort of children to 
1 peak and read the hnglilh tongue, and to provide 
a reafonable maintenance for the teachers. This 
would, in time, abolifh that part of barbarity and 
ignorance, for which our natives are i'o defpifed 
by ail foreigners; this would bring them to think 
and a^f according to the rules of reafon, by which 
a /pint of induftry and thrift, and honefty would 
be introduced among them. And, indeed, conli- 
dering how fmall a tax would fuffice for fuch a 
work, it is a public fcandal that fuch a thing (hould 
never have been endeavoured, or, perhaps, lb much 
as thought on. 

To ftipplv the want of fuch a law, fcveral pious 
perfons, in many parts of this kingdom, have been 
prevailed on, by the great endeavours and good 
example fet them by the clergy, to erect charitv- 
fchools in (everal parifhes, to which very often the 
richefl pariihioners contribute the leaft. In thele 
fchools, children are, or ought to be, trained up 
to read and write, and call accompts : and theie 
children lliould, if poffible, be of honeft parents, 
gone to decay through age, ficknefs, or other un¬ 
avoidable calamity, by the hand of God ; not the 
brood of wicked ftrolers : for, it is by no means 
realonable, that the charity of well-inclined peo¬ 
ple Ihould be applied to encourage the lewdnefs of 
thofe profligate, abandoned women, who crowd 
our ilreets with their borrowed or fpurious ifiue. 

In thofe hofpitals which have good foundations 
and renrs to fupport them, whereof, to the fcandal 
of chnftianity, there are very few in this kingdom • 
I fay. in luch hofpitals, the children maintained 
ought to be only of decayed citizens, and freemen, 
and be bred up to good trades. But in thefe fmall 
parilh charity fchools which have no/upport, but 
the cafual good-will of charitable people, 1 do al¬ 
together dilapprove the cuflom of putting the chil- 
dren apprentices, except to the very meant A trades; 
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othenvile the poor honed citizen, who is jud able 
to bring up his child, and pay a fmall dim of mo¬ 
ney with him to a good mader, is wholly defeated, 
ani -l the badard illuc, perhaps, of fome beggar, 
preferred before him. And hence we come to be 
io overdocked with apprentices and journeymen, 
more than our dilcouraged country can employ ; 
and, I fear, the greated part of our thieves, pick¬ 
pockets, and other vagabonds are of this number. 

'1 herefore, in order to make titefe parifn charity- 
fchools, of great and univerfal ufe, I agree with 
the opinion of many wife perlons, that a n$w turn 
fliould be given to this whole matter. 

1 think there is no complaint more jud than what 
we find in almod every family, of the folly and 
ignorance, the fraud and knavery, the idlenefs 
and vicioufnefs, the wadeful Itjuandering temper of 
lervants, who are, indeed, become one of the many 
public grievances of the kingdom ; whereof, I 
believe, there are few maders that now hear me 
who are not convinced by their own experience. 
And I am very confident, that more families, of all 
degrees, have been ruined by the corruptions of 
fervants, than by all other caufes put together. 
Neither is this to be wondered at, when we confi- 
der from what nurferies fo many of them are re¬ 
ceived into our houfes. The fird is the tribe of 
wicked boys, wherewith mod corners of this town 
are peftered, who haunt public doors. Thefe, 
having been born of beggars, and bred to pilfer as 
foon as they can go or fpeak, as years come on, 
are employed in the lowed offices to get themfeives 
bread, are pra&iied in all manner of villanv; and 
when they are grown up, if they are not entertained 
m a gang of thieves, are forced to feck for a fer- 
' ice. T he other nurfery is the barbarous and ds- 
ft-rt part of the country, from whence iuch lads 
come up hither to feek their fortunes, who ai c 
bred up from the dun-hill in idlenefs, ignorance, 
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lying, and thieving. From thefe two nurferies, T 
lav, a great number of our fervants come to us, 
Sufficient to corrupt all the reft. Thus, the whole 
race of fevvants in this kingdom have gotten fo ill a 
reputation, that Some perfons from England, come 
over hither into great Stations, are faid to have ab¬ 
solutely refilled. admitting any fervant born among 
us into their families. Neither can they be juftly 
blamed ; for although it is not impolfible to find 
an honed native fit for a good Service, yet the 
inquiry is too troublefome, and the hazard too 
great for a Stranger to attempt. 

If we confider the many misfortunes that befal 
private families, it will be found that fervants are 
the caufes and instruments of them all : Are our 
goods embezzled, waited, and destroyed ? Is our 
houfe burnt down to the ground ? It is by the Sloth, 
the drunkennefs, or the villanv of fervants. Are 
we robbed and murdered in our beds ? It is by 
confederacy with our fervants. Are we engaged in 
quarrels and milunderStandings with our neigh¬ 
bours? Thefe were all begun and inflamed by the 
fa lie, malicious tongues of our fervants. Are the 
fccrcts of our family betrayed, and evil repute 
Spread of us ? Our Servants were the authors. Do 
falle accufers rife up againft us ? (an evil too fre¬ 
quent in this country) they have been tampering 
with our fervants. Do our children difcover folly, 
malice, pride, cruelry, revenge, undutifulnefs in 
their words and a&ions ? Are they lcduced to 
lewdntfs or fcandalous marriages ? It is all by out* 
fervants. Nay, the very mistakes, follies, blun¬ 
ders, and abfurditics of thole in our fervice, are 
able to ruffle and dilcompofc the miklefl nature, 
and are often of fuch conlcquencc, as to put whole 
families into confufion. 

Since therefore not only our domestic peace and 
quiet, and the welfare of our children, but even 
the very fafety of our lives, reputations, and for¬ 
tunes, 
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tunes, have fo great a dependence upon the choice 
of our lervants, I think it would well become the 
wifdom of the nation to make fome provifion in fo 
important an affair. But in the mean time, and, 
perhaps, to better purpofe, it were to be wifhed, 
that the children of both fexes, entertained in the 
parifh charity-fchools, were bred up in fuch a man¬ 
ner as would give them a teachable difpofition, and 
qualify them to learn whatever is required in anv 
lort of fcrvice. For inftance, they lhould be taught 
to read and write, to knew fomewhat in cafting 
accompts, to underftand the principles of religion, 
to pratfife cleanlinefs, to get ‘a fpirit of honeftyj 
induftry, anti thrift, and be leverely punifhed for 
every neglect in anyofthefe particulars. For it is the 
misfortune of mankind, that if they are not ufed to be 
taught in their early childhood, whereby to acquire 
what I call a teachable difpofition, they cannot, 
without great difficulty, learn the eafieft thing in 
the courle of their lives, but are always aukward 
and unhandy ; their minds as well as "bodies, for 
want of early practice, growing ftiff and unma¬ 
nageable, as we obferve in the lort of gentlemen, 
who, kept from fchool by the indulgence of their 
parents but a few years, are never able to recover 
the time they have loft, and grow up in ignorance 
and all manner of vice, whereof we have too many 
examples all over the nation. But, to return to 
what I was faying : If thefe charity-children were 
trained up in the manner I mentioned, and then 
bound apprentices in the families of gentlemen and 
citizens, (lor which a late law giveth great encou¬ 
ragement) being accuftomed from their firft en¬ 
trance to be always learning fome ufeful thing, 
would learn, in a month, more than another, with 
out thofe advantages, can do in a year; and, in the 
mean time, be very ufeful in a family, as far as 
their age and rtrength would allow.' And when 
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fuch children come to years of difcretion, they will 
probably be a ufcful example to their fellow- 
l'ervants, at leaft they will prove a ftrong check 
upon upon the reft ; for, I fuppofe, every body 
allow, that one good, honcft, diligent fervant 
in a houfe may prevent abundance of mifchief in 
the family. 

Thefe are the reafons for which I urge this mat¬ 
ter fo ftrongly, and I hope thole who liften to me 
will conlider them. 

1 (hall now fiyfomething about the great number 
of poor, who, under the name of common beg¬ 
gars, infeft our ftreets, and fill our ears with their 
continual cries, and craving importunity. This I 
fhall venture to call an unneceflary evil, brought 
upon us for the grofs negleCt, and want of proper 
management in thofe whole duty it is to prevent 
it. But, before I proceed farther, let me humbly 
prcfume to vindicate the juftice and mcrcv of God, 
and his dealings with mankind. Upon this parti¬ 
cular he hath not dealt fo hardly with his creatures 
as fome would imagine, when they fee fo many 
mifcrable objects ready to perifia for want : for it 
would infallibly be found, upon ftrict inquiry, 
that there is hardly one in twenty of thofe mifer- 
able objects, who do not owe their prefent poverty 
to their own faults, to their prefent floth and ne¬ 
gligence, to their indifereet marriage, without the 
leaft profpedt of fupporting a family, to their 
ioolilh expenlivenefs, to their drunkennefs, and 
other vices, by which they have fquandered their 
gettings, and contracted difeales in their old age. 
And, to fpeak freely, is it any way reafonable or 
juft, that thofe who have denied themfelves many 
lawful latisfaCtions and conveniencies of life, from 
a principle of confcience, as well as prudence, that 
they might not be a burden to the public, fhould 
be charged with fupporting others, who have 
brought themfelves to lefs than a morfel of bread 
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by their idlenefs, extravagance, and vice ? Yet 
iuch, and no other, are tar the greateft number, 
not only in thofe who beg in our ftreets, but even 
ot what we call poor decayed houfe-keepers, whom 
we are apt to pity as real objects of charity, and 
difiinguilh them from common beggars, although, 
in truth, they both owe their undoing to the fame 
caufes ; only the former is either too nicely bred 
to endure walking half-naked in the ftreets, or too 
proud to own their wants For the artificer or 
other tradeiman, who pleadeth he is grown too old 
to work or look after bufinefs, and therefore ex- 
pecleth afliftance as a decayed houfekeeper, may we 
not aik him, why he did not take care, in his 
youth and ftrength of days, to make lbme provifion 
again ft old age, when he faw lb many examples be¬ 
fore him of people undone by their idlenefs and vi¬ 
cious extravagance ? and to go a little higher ; 
whence comerh it that lb many citizens and ihop- 
keepers, of the moft creditable trade, who once made 
a good figure, go to decay by their expenfive pride 
and vanity, affecting to educate and drefs their chil- 
children above their abilities, or the Hate of life 
they ought to expert ? 

However, fince the beft of us have too many 
infirmities to anfwer for, we ought not to be feverc 
upon thofe of others ; and therefore, if our bro¬ 
ther, through grief, or licknefs, or other inca¬ 
pacity, is not in a condition to preferve his being, 
we ought to lupoort him to the beft of our power, 
without reflecting over-ferioufly on the caules that 
brought him to his mifery. But in order to this, 
and to turn out charity into its proper channel, 
we ought to conflder who and where thofe ob¬ 
jects are, whom it is chiefly incumbent upon us to 
fupport. 

By the ancient law of this realm, Hill in force, 
every parifh is obliged to maintain its own poor; 
which although fortte may think to be not very e- 

\ol.XI. E qua! 
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qual, bftcaufe many parities are very rich, an d 
have few poor among them, and others the con¬ 
trary, yet, I think, maybe juftly defended : For 
as to remote country parifhes in the defart part of 
the kingdom, the necellaries of life are there lb 
cheap, that the infirm poor may be provided for 
with little burden to the inhabitants. Butin what 
1 am going to fay, I fhall confine myfelf only to 
this city, where we are over-run not only with our 
own poor, but with a far greater number from e- 
yery part of the nation. Now, I fay, this evil of 
bring incumbered with fo many foreign beggars, 
who have not the lead title to our charity, and 
whom it is impollible for us to fupport, may be 
eafily remedied, if the government of this city, in 
conjunction with the clergy and parifh-officers, 
would think it worth their care ; and I am litre 
few things deferve it better. For, if every parilh 
would take a lift of thofe begging poor which pro¬ 
perly belong to it, and compel each of them to 
\Vear a badge, marked and numbered, fo as to be 
ieen and known by all they meet, and confine them 
to beg within the limits of their own parilh, fe- 
verely punifhing them when they offend, and dri¬ 
ving out all interlopers from other pariffies, we 
could then make a computation of their numbers ; 
and the ftrolers from the country being driven a- 
way, the remainder would not be too many for 
the charity of thofe who pafs by to maintain; nei¬ 
ther would any beggar, although confined to his 
own parilh, be hindered from receiving the cha¬ 
rity of the whole town ; becaufe, in this cafe, thofe 
well difpofed perfons who walk the ftreets will give 
their charity to fuch whom they think proper ob¬ 
jects, wherever they meet them, provided they arc 
found in their own parifhes, and wearing their 
badges of diftintlion. And, as to thofe parifhes 
which border upon the ikirts and fuburbs of the 
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town, where country-ftrolers are ufed to harbour 
themfelves, they mult be forced to go back to their 
homes, when they find no body to relieve them, 
becaufe they want that mark which only gives 
them licence to beg. Upon twis point, it were to 
be wifhed, that inferior parifh officers had better 
encouragement given them to perform their du¬ 
ty in driving away all beggars who do not belong to 
the pariffi, inftead of conniving at them, as it is 
laid they do r for fome fmall contribution ; for the 
whole city would favc much more by ridding them¬ 
felves of many hundred beggars, than they would 
lofe by giving pariffi-officers a reafonable fup- 
port. 

It fliould feem a ftrange, unaccountable thing, 
that thofe who have probably been reduced to want 
by riot, lewdnels, and idlenels y although they have 
affurance enough to beg alms publicly from ail 
they meet, fhould yet be too proud to wear the 
parifh-badge, which would turn fo much to their 
own advantage, by ridding them of fuch great 
numbers, who now intercept the greateft part of 
what belongeth to them : Yet it is certain, that 
there are very many, who publicly declare they will 
never wear thofe badges, and many others who ei¬ 
ther hide or throw them away : Hut the remedy 
for this is very ffiort, eafy, and juft, by treating 
them like vagabonds and fturdy beggars* and forci¬ 
bly driving them out of the town. 

'1 herefore, as foon as this expedient of wearing 
badges (hall be put in practice, I do earneftly ex¬ 
hort all thofe who hear me, never to give their 
alms to any public beggar who doth not fully com¬ 
ply with this order, by which our number of poor 
will be (o reduced, that it will be much ea(>er to 
provide for the reft. Our (hop-doors will be no 
longer crowded with fo many thieves and piek- 
E 2 pockets, 
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pockets, in beggars habits, nor our Areets fo dan¬ 
gerous to thole who are forced to walk in the 
night. 

Thus I have, with great freedom, delivered my 
thoughts upon this fubje<ft, which fo nearly con¬ 
cerned us. It is certainly a bad fcheme, to any 
ChriAian country which God hath bleffed with 
fruitfulnefs, and where the people enjoy the juft 
rights and privileges of mankind, that there fliould 
be any beggars at all. But, alas ! among us, where 
the whole nation itfelf is almoft reduced to beggary 
by the difadvantages we lie under, and the hard- 
fhips we are forced to bear; the lazinefs, igno¬ 
rance, thoughtldfnefs, fquandering temper, Aa- 
viAi nature, and uncleanly manner of living in the 
poor PopiAi natives, together with the cruel op- 
preffions of their landlords, who delight to fee their 
vaflals in the duft ; I fay, that in fuch a nation, 
how can we otherwife expert than to be over-run 
with objects of mifery and want ? Therefore, there 
can be no other method to free this city from fo 
intolltrable a grievance, than by endeavouring, as 
fai^as in us lies, that the burden may be more e- 
qually divided, by contributing to maintain our 
own poor, and forcing the ftrolers and vagabonds 
to return to their feveral homes in the coun¬ 
try, there to fmite the confidences of thofe op- 
preAors, who firft Aripped them of all their fub- 
llance. 

I might here, if the time would permit, offer 
many arguments to perfuade to works of charity; 
but you hear them lb often from the pulpit, that I 
am willing to hope you may not want them. Be- 
fides, my prefenr deAgn was only to fhew where 
your alms would be beft beftowed, to the honour 
of God, your own eale and advantage, the fervice 
of your country, and the benefit of the poor, I 
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defire you will all weigh and confider what I have 
fpoken, and, according to your feveral ftations 
and abilities, endeavour to put it in practice ; and 
God give you good fuccel's, to whom with the 
Son and Holy Gholl, be all honour, &c. 

The Grace of our Lord JeJus Cbrijl, See. 
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A 


SERMON 

UPON 


SLEEPING IN CHURCH. 


Acts, Chap. xx. Ver. 9. 

And there fat in a -window a certain young man 
named Eutychus, being fallen into a deep Jleep ; 
and while Paul was.long preaching , he funk down 
with Jleep, and fell down from the third lofty and 
was taken up dead. 

I Have chofen thefe words with defign, if poflible, 
to difturb fome part in this audience of half an 
hour’s fleep, for the convenience and exerciie 
whereof this place, at this ftafon of the day, is 
very much celebrated. 

There is indeed one mortal difadvantage to which 
all preaching is fubject; that thole who, by the 
wickednefs of their lives, ifand in greateft need, 
have ufually the fmalleft fhare; for either they are 
abfent upon the account of idlenefs, or fpleen, or 
hatred to religion, or in order to dofe away the 
intemperance of the week; or, if they do come, 
thev are fure to emplov their minds rather any o- 
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ther way, than regarding or attending to the bu- 
line Is of the place. 

The accident which happened to this young man 
in the text, hath not been lufficient to difeourage 
his fuccefiors : But, becaufe the preachers now in 
the world, however they may exceed St. Paul in 
the art of fating men to flcep, do extremely fall 
llioi t of him in the working of miracles ; therefore 
men are become fo cautious as to chufe more fafe 
and convenient ftations and poftures for taking 
theii repole, without hazard of their perfons ; 
and, upon the whole matter, chufe rather to truft 
their definition to a miracle, than their fafetv. 
However, this being not the only way by which 
the lukewarm Chriftians and fcorners of the age 
discover their negleft and contempt of preaching, 

I lhall enter exprelsly into confideration of thts 
matter, and order my difeourfe in the following 
method: & 

I fhall produce fcveral infiances to fliew 
the great neglect of preaching now among 
u$. ® 

Secondly , I {hall reckon up fome of the ufual 
quarrels men have againfi preaching. 

Thirdly, I fhall fet forth the great evil of this 
neglet and contempt of preaching, and dif- 
cover the real caufes from whence it proceed* 
eth. 

L (l Jlly* I fiiall offer fome remedies againfi this 
great and fpreading evil. 

hirjl, I fhall produce certain infiances to (hew 
the great negleifi of preaching now among us. 

Thcfe may be reduced under two heads. Firfi, 
men’s abfence from the fervice of the church ; and 
fecondly, their mifbehaviour when they are here. 

The firfi inftance of men’s negleft, is in their 
frequent abfencc from the church. 


There 
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There is no excufe To trivial, that will not pals 
upon fome men’s conferences to excufe their atten¬ 
dance at the public worfhip of God. Some are fo 
unfortunate as to be always indifpofed on the 
Lord's day, and think nothing fo unwholfome as 
the air of a church. Others have their affairs fo 
odly contrived, as to be always unluckily prevent¬ 
ed by bulinefs. With fome it is a great mark of 
wit, and deep under (landing, to Hay at home on 
Sundays. Cithers again difeover ftrange fits of 
lazinefs, that leize them, particularly on that day, 
and coniine them to their beds. Others are ab- 
fent out of mere contempt of religion. And, laft- 
ly, there are not a few who look upon it as a day 
of reft, and therefore claim the privilege of their 
caftle, to keep the Sabbath bv eating, drinking, 
and deeping, after the toil and labour of the week. 
Now in all this the word: circumftance is, that 
thefe perfons are fuch whofe companies are moft 
required, and who ftand moft in need of a phy- 
llcian. 

Secondly, Men’s great negleft and contempt of 
preaching, appear by their mifbehaviour when at 
church. 

If the audience were to be ranked under feveral 
heads, according to their behaviour, when the 
word of God is delivered, how fmall a number 
would appear of thofe who receive it as they ought? 
How much of the feed then Town would be found 
to fall by the way-fide, upon ftony ground or a- 
mong thorns ? and how little good ground would 
there be to take it ? A preacher cannot look round 
from the pulpit, without obferving, that fome are 
in a perpetual whifper, and, by their air and gef 
ture, give occafton to fufpeft, that they are in thofe 
very minutes defaming their neighbour. Others 
have their eyes and imagination conftantly engaged 
iu fuch a circle of objects, perhaps to gratify the 
moft unwarrantable deilres, that they never once 
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ittend to the bufinefs of the place; the found 
the preacher's words doth not lo much as once 
interrupt them. Some have their minds wander¬ 
ing among idle, wordly, or vicious thoughts. 
Some ly at catch to ridicule whatever they hear, 
and with much wit and humour provide a flock of 
laughter, by furnifhing themfelves from the pulpit. 
Bur, of all mifbehaviour, none is comparable to 
that of thofe who come here to fleep; opium is not 
io ftupifying to many perfons as an afternoon-fer- 
mon. Perpetual cuflom hath fo brought it about 
that the words, of whatever preacher, become on¬ 
ly a fort of uniform found at a diftance, than which 
nothing is more effectual to lull the fenfes. For, 
that it is the very found of the fermon which bind- 
eth up their faculties, is manifeft from hence, be- 
caufe they all awake fo very regularly as foon as it 
ceafeth, and with much devotion receive the bleff- 
ing, dozed and befotted with indecencies I am a- 
fhamed to repeat. 

I proceed, Secondly , to reckon up fomc of the 
ufual quarrels men have againft preaching, and to 
fhew the unreafonablenefs of them. 

Such unwarrantable demeanor, as I have defcri- 
bed, among Chriftians, in the houfe of God, in a 
folemn affembly, while their faith and duty arc ex¬ 
plained and delivered, have put thofe who are guil¬ 
ty upon inventing fome excufes to extenuate their 
fault : This they do by turning the blame either 
upon the particular preacher, or upon preaching 
in general. FirfF, they objeft againft the particular 
preacher ; his manner, his delivery, his voice, are 
difagreeable; his flyle and expreflion are flat and 
low; fometimes improper and abfurd ; the matter 
is heavy, trivial and inflpid ; fometimes defpicable, 
and perfeffly ridiculous; or elfe, on the other fide, 
he runs U p into unintelligible Speculation, empty 
Vol. XI. F notions. 
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notions, anJ abftrafted flights, all clad in words 
above ufual underftandings. 

Secondly, They objeCt againft preaching in ge¬ 
neral ; it is a perfect road of talk ; they know al¬ 
ready whatever can be faid; they have heard the 
fame an hundred times over. They quarrel that 
preachers do not relieve an old beaten fubjcCt with 
wit and invention ; and that now the art is lofl of 
moving men’s paflions, fo common among the an¬ 
cient orators of Greece and Rome, 1 liefe and the 
like objections, are frequently in the mouths of 
men who defpife the foolilhnefs of preaching. But 
let us examine the reafonablenefs of them. 

The dodtiine delivered by all preachers is the 
fame : So we preach , and Jo ye believe: But the 
the manner of delivering is fuited to the fkill and 
abilities of each, which differ in preachers juft as 
in the reft of mankind. However, in perfonal dif- 
likes of a particular preacher, are thefe men fure 
they are always in the right ? Do they confider 
how mixed a thing is every audience, whofe tafte 
and judgement differ, perhaps, every day. not only 
from each other, but themfelves ? And how to 
calculate a difeourfe, that (hall exadfly fuit them 
all, is beyond the force and reach of hnman rea- 
fon, knowledge or invention. Wit and eloquence 
are fhining qualities, that God hath imparted, in 
great degrees, to very few, nor any more to be ex¬ 
pected, in the generality of any rank among men, 
than riches and honour. But further: If preach¬ 
ing in general be all old and beaten, and that they 
are already fo well acquainted with it, more fhame 
and guilt to them who fo little edify by it. But, 
thefe men whofe ears are fo delicate as not to en¬ 
dure a plain difeourfe of religion, who expeCt a 
conftant fupply of wit and eloquence on a iubjedl 
handled fo many thoufand times; what will they 
lay when we turn the objection upon themfelves, 
who with all the lewd and profane liberty of dif¬ 
eourfe 
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courfe they take, upon fo many thoufand fubjedts* 
are fo dull as to furnilh nothing but tedious repe¬ 
titions, and little paultry, naufeous common-pla¬ 
ces, To vulgar, fo worn, or fo obvious, as, upon 
any other occafion, but that of advancing vice, 
would be hooted off the ftage ? Nor, laftly, are 
preachers juftly blamed for negledling human ora¬ 
tory to move the paffions, which is not the bufinefs 
of a ChriRian orator, whofe office it is only to 
work upon faith and reafon. Ail other eloquence 
hath been a per feci cheat, to ftir up men’s paffions 
again ft truth and juftice, for the fervice of a 
faction, to put falfe colours upon things, and by 
an amufement of agreeable words, make the worfe 
reafon appear to be the better. This is certainly 
not to be allowed in Chriftian eloquence, and, 
therefore, St. Paul took quite the other courfe; 
he came not with excellency of words , or enticing 
Jpcech of wen's wifdom, hut in plain evidence of the 
fpirit and power. And perhaps it was for that rea- 
lon the young man Eutychus, ufed to the Grecian 
eloquence, grew tired and fell fo fall afleep. 

I go on. Thirdly , to fet forth the great -evil of 
this neglecl and fcorn of preaching, and to dffco- 
ver the real caufes from whence it proceedeth. 

I think it is obvious to believe, that this neglecl 
of preaching hath very much occasioned the great 
decay of religion among us. To this may be im¬ 
puted no fmal] part of that contempt fome men be¬ 
llow on the clergy ; for, whoever talketh without 
being regarded, is fure to be defpifed. To this we 
owe, in a great meafure, the fpreading of atheifm 
and infidelity among us; for religion, like all o* 
ther things, is fooneft put out of countenance by 
being ridiculed. '1 he fcorn of preaching might 
perhaps have been at firft introduced by men of 
nice ears and refined tafte; tut, it is now become 
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a fpreading evil, through all degrees, and both 
iexes; for, dnce (leeping, talking, and laughing 
are qualities fufficient to furnifh out a critic, the 
meaned and mod ignorant have fet up a title, and 
and fucceeded in it as well as their betters. Thus 
are the lad efforts of reforming mankind rendered 
wholely ufelefs : HowJhall they hear , faith the Apo- 
die, 'without a preacher ? But, if they have a 
preacher, and make it a point of wit or breeding 
not to hear him, what remedy is left ? To this ne- 
gle<d of preaching, we may alfo entirely impute that 
grofs ignorance among us in the very principles of 
religion, which it is amazing to find in perfons 
who very much value their own knowledge and un¬ 
demanding in other things ; yet, it is a viable, in- 
excufable ignorance, even in the meaned among 
us, considering the many advantages they have of 
learning their duty. And, it hath been the great 
encouragement to all manner of vice : For, in 
vain we preach down fin to a people, whofe hearts 
are waxed grofs, vjhofe ears are dull cf hearing , and 
whofe eyes are clofed . Therefore Chrid himfelf, in 
his dilcourfes, frequently roufeth up the attention 
of the multitude, and of his difciples themfelves, 
with this exprefllon, He that hath ears to hear , let 
him hear . But, among all neglects of preaching, 
none is fo fatal as that of deeping in the houfe of 
God ; a fcorner may liden to truth and reafon, and 
in time grow ferious ; an unbeliever may feel the 
pangs of a guilty confcience ; one whofe thoughts 
or eyes wander among other objedts, may, by a 
lucky word, be called back to attention : But the 
deeper Amts up all avenues to his foul: He is like 
the deaf adder, that hearkencth rot to the voice of the 
charmer , charm he never fo wifely . And, we may 
preach with as good luccefs to the grave that is un¬ 
der his feet. 

But the great «vil of this negledt will further yet 

appear. 
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Appear, from confidering the real caufes whence 
it proceeded ; whereof the firft, I take to be an 
evil conlcicnce. Many men come to church to favc 
or gain a reputation ; or becaufe they will not be 
lingular, but comply with an eftablilhed cuftom ; 
yet, all the while, they are loaded with the guilt of 
old rooted fins. T hele men can expert to hear of 
nothing but terrors and threatenings, their fins laid 
open m true colours, and eternal mifery the re¬ 
ward of them ; therefore, no wonder, they ftop 
their ears, and divert their thoughts, and leek 
any amulement, rather than ftir the hell within 
them. 

Another caule of this neglefl is, a heart let upon 
worldly things. Men whole minds are much en¬ 
slaved to earthly affairs all the week, cannot difen- 
gage or break the chain of their thoughts fo fud- 
ly, as to apply to a difcourfe that is wholly foreign 
to what they have mod at heart. Tell a ufurer of 
that ity, and mercy, and reftitution, you talk to 
the deaf; his heart and foul, with all' his fenfes, 
are got among bis bags, or he is gravely afleep, and 
dreaming of a mortgage. Tell a man of bulinefs, 
that the cares of the world choak the good feed ; 
that we muft not encumber ourfelves with much 
fervmg ; that the falvation of his foul is the one 
thing neceffary: You fee, indeed, the fhape of a 
man before you, but his faculties are all gone 
off among clients and papers, thinking how to de¬ 
fend a bad caufe, or find flaws in a good one ; or, 
he weareth out the time in droufy nods. 

A third caufe of the great neglect and fcorn of 
preaching, anfeth from the pradiice of men who 
let up to decry and difparage religion ; thefe, being 
Zealous to promote infidelity and vice, learn a rote 
of bufloonry that ferveth all occafions, and refutes 
the ltrongelt arguments for piety and good man- 
flers. 1 lic/c have a fee o* ridicule calculated for 

all 
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all fermons, and all preachers, and can be ex¬ 
treme witty as often as they pieafe upon the fame 
fund. 

Let me now, in the laft place, offer fome reme¬ 
dies again ft this great evil. 

It will be one remedy againft the contempt of 
preaching, rightly to conlider the end for which it 
was designed. There are many who place abun¬ 
dance of merit in going to church: although it be 
with no other profpect but that of being well enter¬ 
tained, wherein if they happen to fail, they return 
wholly difappointed. Hence it is become an im¬ 
pertinent vein among people of all forts to hunt af¬ 
ter what they call a^good fermon, as if it were a 
matter of paftime and diverfion. Our buGnefs, 
alas! is quite another thing, either to learn, or, at 
leaft, be reminded of our duty, to apply the doc¬ 
trines delivered, compare the rules we hear with 
our lives and actions, and find wherein we have 
tranfgreffed. Thefeare the difpofitions men fhould 
bring into the houfe of God, and then they will 
be little concerned about the preacher’s wit or e- 
loquence, nor be curious to inquire out his faults 
or infirmities, but conlider how to correct their 
own. 

Another remedy againfi: the contempt of preach¬ 
ing, is, that men would conlider, whether it be 
not reafonable to give more allowances for the dif¬ 
ferent abilities of preachers than they ufually do ; 
refinements of {tile, and flights of wit, as they are 
not properly the bufinefs of any preacher, fo they 
cannot poflibly be the talents of all. In moft o- 
ther difeourfes, men are fatisfied with fober fenfe 
and plain reafon ; and, as uQflerHandings ufually 
go, even that is not over-frequent. Then why 
ihev fhould be fo over-nice and expecting for fenfe, 
where it is neither necefiarv nor convenient, is hard 
to imagine. 
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Laftly, The fcorners of preaching would do well 
to confider, that this talent of ridicule, they value 
fo much, is a perfection very cafily acquired, and 
applied to all things whatfoever; neither is it any 
thing at all the worfe, becaufe it is capable of bein* 
perverted to burlefque : Perhaps it may the more 
peifcct upon that lcore; fince we know, the mofi: 
celebrated pieces have been thus treated with great- 
eit iuccefs. It is in any man’s power to fuppofe a 
fool’s cap on the wife ft head, and then laugh at 
his own fuppofition. I think there are not many 
taings cheaper than fuppcfing and laughing ; and 
ft the uniting thefe two talents can bring a tiling 
into contempt, it is hard to know where it may 
end. J 

To conclude.^ Thefe confiderations may, perhaps, 
have fome efteCt while men are awake ; but what 
arguments fhall we ufe to the fleeper ? What me¬ 
thods lhall we take to hold open his eyes ? Will he 
be moved by confiderations of common civility ? 
We know it is reckoned a point of very bad man¬ 
ners to fleep in private company, when, perhaps, 
the tedious impertinence of many talkers would 
render it at leaft as exculable as at the dulleft fer- 
mon. Do they think it a fmall thing to watch four 
hours at a play, where all virtue and religion arc 
openly lcviled; and can they not watch one half 
hour to hear them defended ? Is this to deal like a 
judge, (I mean like a good judge) to liften on one 
fide of the caufe, and deep on the other ? I fhall 
add but one word more : That this indecent floth 
is very much owing to that luxury and exccfs men 
ufually praClife upon this day, by which half the 
fervice thereof is turned to lin ; men dividing the 
time between God and their bellies, when, after a 
gluttonous meal, their fenfes dozed and ftupifled, 
they retire to God’s houfe to fleep out the after¬ 
noon. 
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noon. Surely, brethren, thefe things ought not 
fo to be. 

He that hath ears to hear y let him hear . And God 
give us all grace to hear and receive his holy vjord 
to the falvation of our own fouls • 


<030 


RE- 





















t 49 : 



remarks 


upon A 

BOOK, 


INTITULED, 

The Rightr of the Chriftian Church, See. 

Written in the Year 1708, but left unfinilhed. 

BEFORE I enter upon a particular examination 
of this treatile, it will be convenient to do two 
things : 

Firjl, To give fome account of the author, to¬ 
gether with the motives, that might probably en¬ 
gage him in fuch a work. And, 

Secondly , To difeover the nature and tendency in 
general, of the work itfelf. 

The firft of thefe, although it hath been object¬ 
ed againft, feems highly reafonable, efpecially in 
books that inftil pernicious principles. For, al- 
tnough a book is not mtrinlically much better or 
worfe, according to the ftature or complexion of 
the author, yet when it happens to make a noife, 
we are apt, and curious, as in other noifes, to look 
about fi om whence it cometh. hut, however, 
there is fomething more in the matter. 

Vol. XI. G 
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If a theological fubjech be well handled by a lay¬ 
man, it is better received than if it came from a 
divine; and that for reafons obvious enough, 
which, although of little weight in themfelves, will 
ever have a great deal with mankind. 

But, when books are written with ill intentions, 
to advance dangerous opinions, or deftroy founda¬ 
tions ; it may be then of real ufe to know from 
what quarter they come, and go a good way to¬ 
wards their confutation. For inftance, if any man 
fhould write a book againft the lawfulnefs of pu- 
nifhing felony with death ; and upon inquiry, the 
author fhould be found in Newgate under condem¬ 
nation for robbing a houfe ; his arguments would 
not very unjuftly lofe much of their force, from 
the circumftances he lay under. So when Milton 
wrote his book of divorces, it was prefently reject¬ 
ed as an occaiional treatife; becaufe every body 
knew, he had a ihrew for his wife. Neither can there 
be any reafon imagined, why he might not, after he 
was blind, have writ another upon the danger and 
inconvenience of eyes. But, it is a piece of logic 
which will hardly pafs on the world ; that becaufe 
one man hath a fore nofe, therefore all the town 
fhould put plaifters upon theirs. So, if this trea¬ 
tife about the rights of the church, fhould prove to 
be the work of a man heady in his principles, of 
exact morals, and profound learning, a true lover 
of his country, and a hater of Chriftianity, as 
what he really believes to be a cheat upon man¬ 
kind, whom he would undeceive purely for their 
good ; it might be apt to check unwary men, even 
of good dilpolitions towards religion. But, if it 
be found the productions of a man ibured with age 
and misfortunes, together with the confcioufnefs of 
pad milcarriages; of one, who, in hopes of pre¬ 
ferment, was reconciled to the Popifh religion ; of 
one wholly proftirute in life and principles, and on¬ 
ly an enemy to religion, becaufe it condemns them; 

In 
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In this cafe, and this laft I find is the univerfal opi¬ 
nion, he is like to have few profelytes, befide thofc, 
who, from a fenle of their vicious lives, require to 
be perpetually fupplied by fuch amufements as this; 
which ferve to fiatter their wifiies, and debafe their 
underftandings. 

I know there are fome who would fain have it, 
that this difcourfe was written by a club of free¬ 
thinkers, among whom the fuppofed author only 
came in for a lhare. But, fure, we cannot judge 
fo meanly of any party, without affronting the dig¬ 
nity of mankind. If this be fo, and if here be the 
product of all their quotas and contributions, we 
muff needs allow, that freethinking is a moft con¬ 
fined and limited talent, it is true indeed, the 
whole difcourfe feemetli to be a motly, inconfiftent 
compofition, made up of various fhreds of equal 
finenefs, although of different colours. It is a bun¬ 
dle of incoherent maxims and affertions, that fre¬ 
quently deftroy one another. But, ftill there is 
the lame llacnefs of thought and ftyle ; the fame 
weak advances towards wit and raillery ; the fame 
petulancy and pennefs of fpirit; the fame train of 
luperficial reading ; the fame thread of thread-bare 
quotations ; the lame affettation of forming gene¬ 
ral rules upon falfe and fcanty premiffes; and laft- 
ly, the fame rapid venom fprinkled over the whole, 
which, like the dying impotent bite of a trodden 
benumbed fnake, may be naufeous and ofienfive, 
but cannot be very dangerous. 

And, indeed, I am lb far from thinking this li¬ 
bel to be born of feveral fathers, that it hath been 
the wonder of feveral others as well as myfelf, how 
it was pnffible for any man who appeareth to have 
gone the common circle of academical education; 
who hath taken fo univerfal a liberty, and hath fo 
entirely laid afide all regards, not only of chriftia- 
niry, but common truth and jnftice one who is 
dead to all fenfc of lhame, and feemcrh to be pafir 
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the getting or lofing a reputation, ftiould, with for 
many advantages, and upon fo unlimited a fubje<£t> 
come out with fo poor, fo jejune a production. 
Should we pity or be amazed at fo perverfe a ta¬ 
lent, which, inftead of qualifying an author to give 
a new turn to old matter, difpofeth him quite con¬ 
trary to talk in an old beaten trivial manner upon 
topics wholly new. To make fo many fallies into 
pedantry, without a call, upon a fubjeCt the mod: 
alien, and in the very moments he is declaiming 
againft it, and in an age too, where it is fo violent¬ 
ly exploded, efpecially among thofe readers he pro- 
pofeth to entertain. 

I know it will be faid, that this is only to talk in 
the common (tile of an anfwerer; but I have not 
fo little policy. If there were any hope of reputa¬ 
tion or merit from fuch victory, J (hould be apt 
like others to cry up the courage and conduct of 
an enemy. Whereas to deteCt the weaknefs, the 
malice, the fophiftry, the falfehood, the ignorance 
of fuch a writer, requireth little more than to rank 
his perfections, in fuch an order, and place them 
in fuch a light, that the commoneft reader may 
form a judgement of them. 

It may ftill be a wonder how fo heavy a book, 
written upon a fubjeCt in appearance fo little in- 
flruCtive or diverting, fhould furvive to three edi¬ 
tions, and confequcntly find a better reception than 
is ufual with fuch bulky fpiritlefs volumes; and 
this, in an age that pretendeth lo loon to be nau- 
feated with what is tedious and dull. To which I 
can only return, that as burning a book by the 
common hangman, is a known expedient to make 
it fell ; fo, to write a book that deferveth fuch 
treatment, is another : And a third, perhaps, as 
effectual as either, is to ply an infipid, worthlefs 
tract with grave and learned anfwers, as Dr. 
Hicks, Dr. Potter, and Mr. Wotton have done. 
Defign and performances, however commendable, 

have 
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Jiave glanced a reputation upon the piece, which 
oweth its life to the ftrength of thole hands and 
weapons that were railed to deftroy it; like fling- 
tng a mountain upon a worm, which, inftead of 
being bruifed, by the advantage of its littlenels, 
iodgeth under it unhurt. 

But, neither k this ail. For the fubjeft, asun- 
promifing as it Teems at firft view, is no lefs than 
that of Lucretius, to free men’s minds from the 
bondage of religion; and this not by little hints 
and by piece-meal, after the manner of thofe little 
atheiftical crafts that fteai into the world, but in a 
thoiough wholefale manner; by making religion, 
church, Chriftianity, with all their concomitants, 
a perfect contrivance of the civil power. It is an 
imputation olten charged on thefe fort of men, that, 
by their inveftives againit religion, they can poffi- 
bly propole no other end than that of fortifying 
the mi elves and others again ft the reproaches of a 
vicious life; it being neceffary for men of liber¬ 
tine practices to embrace libertine principles, or 
tile they cannot aft in.confidence with any reafon, 
or preferve any peace of mind. Whether fuch 
authors have this deftgn (whereof I think they 
have never gone about to acquit themfelves) thus 
much is certain, that no other ufe is made of fuch 
writings : Neither did I ever hear this author’s 
book juftified by any perfon, either Whig or To¬ 
ry, except luch who are of that profligate charac¬ 
ter. And, I believe, whoever examineth it, will 
be of the fame opinion; although indeed fuch 
wretches are fo numerous, that it feemeth rather 
furprifing, why the book hath had no more edi¬ 
tions, than why it ftiould have fo many. 

Having thus endeavoured to fatisfy the curious 
with fome account of this author’s charafter, let 
us examine what might probably be the motives to 
engage him in fuch a work. I fhail %-nothing of 
the principal, which is a fum of money ; becaufe 

that 
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that is not a mark to diftinguiflh him from any o- 
ther trader with the preis. I will lav nothing of 
revenge and malice, from refentment of the indig¬ 
nities and contempt he hath undergone for his 
crime of apoftacy. I o this paffion he has thought 
fit to facrifice order, propriety, difcretion, and 
common fenfe, as may be feen in every page of 
his book : But, I am deceived, if there were not a 
third motive as powerful as the other two; and 
that is, vanity. About the latter end of King 
James's reign he had almoft finilhed a learned dii- 
courfe in defence of the Church of Rome, and to 
juftify his converfion : All which, upon the revo¬ 
lution, was quite out of feafon. Having thus pro- 
ftituted his reputation, and at once ruined his 
hopes, he had no courfe left, but to fhew his fpite 
againft religion in general; the falfe pretentions to 
which, had proved fo deftruefive to his credit and 
fortune: And, at the fame time, loth to employ 
the fpeculations of fo many years to no purpofe; by' 
an ealy turn, the fame arguments he had made ute 
of to advance Popery, were full as properly level¬ 
led by him againft Chriftianitv itfelf ; like the i- 
mage, which, while it was new and handfome, 
was worfhiped for a faint, and when it came to be 
old and broken, was ftiil good enough to make a 
tolerable devil. And, therefore, every reader wilL 
obferve, that the arguments for Popery are much 
the ftrongeft of any in his book, as I (hall further 
remark when I find them in my way. 

There is one circumftance in his title-page, 
which l take to be not amifs, where he calleth his 
book, Part the Firft. This is a project to fright 
away anfvverers, and make the poor advocates for 
religion believe, he ftiil keepeth further vengeance 
in petto. It muft be allowed, he hath not wholly 
loft time, while he was of the Romirft* communion. 
This very trick he learned from his old father, the 
Popei whole cuitorn it is to life up his hand, and 

threaten 





















upon a BOOK, See. SJ 

uneaten to fulminate, when he never meant to 
fhoot his bolts; becaufe the Princes of Chriften- 
dom had learned the fecret to avoid or defpife 
them. Dr. Hicks knew this very well, and there* 
fore m his Anfwcr to this Book of the Rights , where 
z jecond Part is threatened, like a ralh perfon he 
delperately crieth. Let it come. But J, who have 
not too much flame to provoke angry wits of his 
itandard, mult tell the author, mat the doctor 
plays the wag, as if he were lure it were all gri¬ 
mace. For my part, I declare, if lie writeth a fe- 
cond part, I will not write another anfwer ; or, if 

I do, it fhall be publilhed before the other part 
cometh our. * 


. There may have been another motive, although 
u be hardly credible, both for publilhing this work, 
and threatening a fecond part: It is not foon con¬ 
ceived how far the fenfe of a man’s vanity will 
tranlport him. This man mull have fomewhere 
heard, that dangerous enemies have been often 
bribed to filence with money or preferment : And, 
1 , r , e ^° re ’ to ^ ew how formidable he is, he hath 
publifhed his firft ell'ay ; and, in hopes of hire, 
to be quiet, hath frighted us witli his defign ofan- 
other. What muff the clergy do in thefe unhappy 
circumftances i if they fliould beftow on this man 
bread enough to flop his mouth, it will but open 
thole of a hundred more, who are every whit as 
well qualified to rail as he. And truly,' when I 
compare the former enemies to Chiilfia'nitv, f'uch 
as boemus, Hobbes, and Spinola, with fuch of 
them fucceflbrs as Toland, Afgil, Coward, Gildon, 
this author of the Rights, and fome others ; the 
church appeareth to me like the fick old lion in 
t le a ie, who, arter having liisperlon outraged by 
1 , bull > th e elephant, the horfe, and the bear, 

took nothing fo much to heart, as to find himfclf 
at laft lnfulted by the fpurn of an afs. 

I will now add a few words to give the reader 


lome 
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fome general notion of the nature and tendency of 
the work itfelf. 

I think I may aflert, without the lead partiality, 
that it is a treatife wholly devoid of wit or learn¬ 
ing, under the mod violent and weak endeavours 
and pretences to both. That it is replenilhed 
throughout with bold, rude, improbable falfe- 
hoods, and grofs mifinterpretations ; and fupport- 
ed by the mod impudent fophidry and falfe logic 
I have any where obferved. To this he hath ad¬ 
ded a paultry, traditional cant of priejl-rid , and 
priejl-craft , without reafon or pretext as he applieth 
it. And when he raileth at thofe do&rines in 
Popery (which no Protedant was ever fuppofed to 
believe) he leads the reader, however, by the hand, 
to make applications againd the Englidt clergy, and 
then he never faileth to triumph, as if he had made 
a very fhrewd and notable ftroke. And becaufe 
the court and kingdom leem difpofed to modera¬ 
tion with regard to diflenters, more perhaps than 
is agreeable to the hot unreafonahle temper of 
fome midaken men among us ; therefore, under 
the fhelter of that popular opinion, he ridiculeth 
all that is found in religion, even Chridianity 
itfelf, under the names of Jacobite , 7 'acker, High- 
Churchy and other terms of factious jargon . All 
which, if it were to be fird razed from his book 
(as jud fo much of nothing to the purpofe) how 
little would remain to give the trouble of an an- 
fwer ! To which let me add, that the fpirit or ge¬ 
nius which animates the whole, is plainly perceiv¬ 
ed to be nothing elfe but the abortive malice of an 
old neglected man, who hath long lain under the 
extremes of obloquy, poverty, and contempt, that 
have foured his temper, and made him fearlefs. 
But, where is the merit of being bold, to a man 
that is fecure of impunity to his perfon, and is pad 
apprehenfion of any thing elfe. He that has neither 
reputation nor bread, hath very little to lefe, and 
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Jins therefore as little to tear. And, as it is ufuallv 
irtid. Whoever values not his own life, is mailer of 
another man's ; fo there is fomething like it in re¬ 
putation : He that is wholly loft toTall regards of 
truth or modefty, may fcatier fo much calumny 
and icandal, that fome part may perhaps be taken 
up before it fall to the ground ; b- caufe the ill ta¬ 
lent of the world is fuch, that thofe who will be at 
pains enough to inform themfelves in a malicious 
ftory, will take none at all to be undeceived, nay, 
wt l be apt with fome refinance to admit a favour- 
able truth. 

To expoftulate, therefore, with this author for 
doing mtfchief to religion, is to ftrew his bed with 
rofes; he will reply in triumph, that this was his 
dehgn ; and l am loth to mortify him, by averting 
he hath done none at all. For I never yet faw fo 
poor an atheiftical fcribble, which would not ferve 
as a twig for finking libertines to catch at. It muft 
be allowed in their behalf, that the faith of Chrif- 
tians is but as a grain of muftard feed in compari- 
ur of .^ e ' rs » wIl ' c h can remove fuch mountains of 
abfurdities, and fubmit with fo entire a refigna- 
tion to fuch apoftles. If thefe men had any fhare 
of that reafon they pretend to, they would re¬ 
tire into Chriftianitv, merely to give it eafe. And 
therefore men can never be confirmed in fuch doc¬ 
trines, until they are confirmed in their vices • 
which lall, as we have already obferved, is the 
principal defign of this and all other writers’againft 
revealed religion. 

I am now opening the book which I propofe to 
examine. An employment, as it is entirely new 
to me, fo it is that to which, of all others, I have 
the greateft antipathy. And, indeed, who can 
dwell upon a tedious piece of infipid thinking, and 
falfe reafonmg, fo long as I am likely to do, with¬ 
out fharing the infe&ion ? 

But, before I plunge into the depths of the 
Vot.XI. H Uok 
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hook it Pelf, I mu ft be forced to wade through the 
fhallows of a long preface. 

This preface, large as we fee ir, is only made up 
oF fuch fupernumerary arguments againft an inde¬ 
pendent power in the church, as he could not, 
without naufeus repetition, fcatter into the body 
of his book: And, it is detached, like a forlorn 
hope, to blunt the enemy’s fword that intendeth 
to attack him. Now, I think, it will be eafy to 
prove, that the opinion of imperium in imperio , in 
the fenfe he chargeth it upon the clergy of Eng- 
lind, is what no one divine of any reputation, and 
very few at all, did ever maintain^ and, that their 
univerfal fentiment in this matter, is fuch as few 
Proteftants did ever difpute. But, if the author of 
the Regale, or two or three more obfcure writers, 
have carried any points further than fcripture and 
reafon will allow, (which is more than I know, or 
fliall trouble myfelf to inquire), the clergy of Eng¬ 
land is no more anfwerable for thofe, than the laity 
is for all the folly and impertinence of this treatife. 
And, therefore, that people may not be amufed, 
or think this man is fomewhat, that he hath ad¬ 
vanced or defended any opprelled truths, or over¬ 
thrown any growing dangerous errors, I will fet in 
as clear a light as I can, what I conceive to be held 
by the eftablilhed clergy, and all reafonable Protef¬ 
tants in this matter. 

Every body knoweth and allows, that in all go¬ 
vernment there is an abfolute, unlimited, legifla- 
tive power, which is originally in the body of the 
people, although by cuftom, conqueft, ufurpation, 
or other accidents, fometimes fallen into the lianG3 
of one or a few. This in England is placed in the 
three eftates (otherwife called the two houfes of 
parliament) in conjundlion with the king. And 
whatever they pleafe to enaft or to repeal in the 
fettled forms, whether it be eccleiiaftical or civil, 
immediately becometh law or nullity. Their de¬ 
crees 
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may be againft equity, truth, reafon and re- 
ltgion, but they are not againft Jaw; becaufe Jaw 
is the will of the fupreme legislature, and that is, 
the n/elves. And there is no manner of doubt, 
bur the hme authority, whenever it pleafeth, may 
abolifh Lhriftianity, and fet up the Jewifh, Maho¬ 
metan, or Heathen religion. In fhort, they may 
do any thing within the compafs of human power. 
And, therefore, who will difpute, that the fame 
law, which deprived the church not only of lands, 
mifapplitd to fuperftitious ufes, but even the tithes 
and glebes, (the ancient and neceflary fupport of 
parifh-priefts) may take away all the reft, whene¬ 
ver the lawgivers pleaf'e, and make the priefthood 
as primitive, as this writer, or others of his ftamp 
can defire. 

But, as the fupreme power can certainly do ten 
thoufand things more than it ought, fo there are 
feveral things which fome people may think it can 
do, although it really cannot. For, it unfortunately 
happens, that edifts which cannot be executed, 
will not alter the nature of things. 80, if a king 
and parliament fhould pleafe to enaft, that a wo¬ 
man who hath been a month married, is virgo in - 
tafla> would that aftually reftore her to her pri¬ 
mitive ftate 1 If the Supreme Power fhould rcfolve 
a corporal of dragoons to be a doctor of divinity, 
law, or phyfic, few, I believe, would truft their 
fouls, fortunes, or bodies, to his direction ; be¬ 
caufe that power is neither fit to judge or teach 
thofe qualifications which are abfolutely neceflary 
to the feveral profeffions. Put the cafe, "that walk¬ 
ing on the flack rope were the only talent required 
by aft of parliament for making a man a bifhop ; 
no doubt, when a man had done his feat of activi¬ 
ty in form, he might fit in the houfe of Lords, 
put on his robes and his rotchet, go down to his 
palace, receive and fpend his rents ; but it requireth 
very little Chriftianity to believe this tumbler to be 
H 2 u one 
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one whit more a bifhop than he was before, becaufe 
the law of God hath otherwife decreed; which law, 
although a nation may refufe to receive, it cannot 
alter in its own nature. 

And here lies the miftake of thisfuperficial man, 
who is not able to diftinguiih between what 
the civil power can hinder, and what it can do. 
If the parliament can annul eccle fiajlical laws , 
they muft be able to make them , fince no greater power 
is required for the one than the other . See pref, p. 8. 
This confcquence he repeateth above twenty times, 
and always in the wrong. He affedleth to form a 
few words into the (hape and hze of a maxim, 
then trieth it by his ear, and, according as he liketli 
the found or cadence, pronounceth it true. Cannot 
I hand over a man with a great pole, and hinder 
him from making a watch, although I am not able 
to make one myfelf. If I have ftrength enough to 
knock a man on the head, doth it follow I can 
raife him to life again ? The parliament may con¬ 
demn all the Greek and Roman authors ; can it 
therefore create now ones in their head ? They 
may make laws, indeed, and call them canon and 
ecclefiaftical laws, and oblige all men to obferve 
them under pain of high treafon. And lo may I, 
who love as well as any man to have in my own 
family the power in the laft refort, take a turnip, 
then tie a firing to it, and call it a watch, and turn 
away all my fervants, if they refufe to call it fo 
too. 

For my own part, I mutt confefs that this opi¬ 
nion of the independent power of the church, or 
imperium in imperio , wherewith this writer raifeth 
iuch a duft, is what I never imagined to be of any 
confequence, never once heard difputed among 
divines, nor remember to have read, otherwife than 
as a fcheme in one or two authors of middle rank, 
but with very little weight laid on it. And I dare 
believe, there is hardly one divine in ten that ever 

once 
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once thought of this matter. Yet to fee a lar<»e. 
fuelling volume written only to encounter this doc¬ 
trine, what could one think lcls than that the 
whole body of the clergy were perpetually tiring 
the prefs and the pulpit with nothing elfc ! 

1 remember fome years [ago, a virtuofo writ a 
fmail tract about worms, proved them to be in 
more places than was generally obferved, and made 
fome difeoveries by glaffes. This having met with 
iome reception, prefently the poor man’s head was 
full of nothing but worms ; all we eat and drink, all 
the whole confidence of human bodies, and thofe 
of every other animal, the very air we breathed; 
in ffiort, all nature throughout was nothing but 
worms : And, by that fyftem, he folved all diffi¬ 
culties, and from thence all cr.ufes in philofophy. 
'ihus it hath fared with our author, and his inde¬ 
pendent power. 7 he tack againft occalional con¬ 
formity, the fcarcity of coffee, the invafion of 
Scotland, the lofs of kerfeys and narrow cloths, the 
death of King Y\ r illiam, the author’s turning papift 
for preferment, the lofs of the battle of Almanza, 
with ten thoufand other misfortunes, are all owing 
to this imperium in imperio . 

It will be therefore necelTary to fet this matter in 
a clear light, by inquiring whether the clergy have 
any power independent of the civil, and of what 
nature it is. 

W henever the Chriftian religion was embraced 
by the civil power in any nation, there is no doubt 
but the magiftrates and fenates were fullv inftrufted 
in the rudiments of it Befides, the Chriftians were 
lo numerous, and their worfhip fo open before the 
converlion of princes, that their difeipline, as well 
as do&rine, could not be a fecret: They faw 
plainly a fubordination of ecclefiaftics, biihops, 
priefts, and deacons: That thefe had certain 
powers and employments different from the laity : 
ihat the bifliops were confecrated, and fet apart 

for 
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for that office by thofe of their own order : Tha* 
the prtjbyters and deacons were differently fet a- 
part, always by the bifiiops: That none but the 
ecclefiadics prefutned to pray or preach in places 
fet apart for God's worfhip, or to adminifter the 
Lord’s fupper : That all quedions relating either 
to difcipline or doctrine, were determined in cccle- 
fiadical conventions. Thefe and the like doctrines 
and practices, being mod: of them directly proved, 
and the reft by very fair confequences deduced 
from the words of our Saviour and his apoftles, 
were certainly received as a divine law by e- 
vcry prince or date which admitted the Chridian 
religion : And confequently what they could 
not juftly alter afterwards, any more than the 
common laws of nature. And, therefore, although 
the fupreme power can hinder the clergy or church 
from making any new canons, or executing the 
old ; from confecrating bifhops, or refufe thofe 
that they do confecrate ; or, in (hort, from per¬ 
forming any ecclefiaftical office, as they may from 
eating, drinking aud deeping ; yet they cannot 
themfelves perform thofe offices, which are affigned 
to the clergy by oiir Saviour and his apodles ; or, 
if they do, it is not according to the divine inftitu- 
tion, and confequently, null and void. Our Sa¬ 
viour telleth us, His kingdom is not of this world i 
and therefore, to be fure, the world is not of his, 
kingdom, nor can ever pleafe him by interfering in 
the adminiftration of it, fince he hath appointed^ 
miniders of his own, and hath impowered and iiv 
dru&ed them for that purpofe : lo that, 1 believe, 
the clergy, who, as he faith, are good at dijlingaijb- 
ingi would think it reafonable to didinguilh be 
tween their power and the liberty of exercidng 
this power. The former they claim immediately 
from Chrift, and the latter from the permidion, 
connivance, or authoiity of the civil government; 
with which the clergy’s power, according to the 
folution I have given, cannot poflibly interfere. 

i>nt 
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But this writer, fetring up to form a fvftem upon 
ftale, fcanty topics, and a narrow circle of thought, 
falieth into a thoufand abfurdicies. And for a 
/iiitliei help, he hath a talent of rattling out 
phrafes which feem to have fenfe, but have none at 
^11 : 1 lie itfual fate of thole who are ignorant of 
tne force and compafs of words, without which it 
is impoflible for a man to write either pertinently 
or intelligibly upon the mod obvious fubjetts. 

80, in the beginning of his preface/page 4th, 
he fays. The church of England being eftablijhed bv 
aSls of parliament , L a per feel creature' of the civil 
powers I mean the polity and difeipline of it , and it 
is that which maketh all the contention ; for as to the 
doctrines exprejfed in the articles , I do not find high 
church to be in any manner of pain ; but they wh& 
lay claim to mofi orthodoxy can dijlinguifb themfelves 
out Of them. It is obfervable in this author, that 
ins ltile is naturally harlh and ungrateful to 
the ear, and his expreflions mean and trivial; 
but whenever he goeth about to polifli a period, 
you may be certain of fome grofs defe# in proprie¬ 
ty or meaning : So the lines juft quoted feem to 
run ealily over the tongue; and, upon examina¬ 
tion. they are perfect nonfenfe and blunder, To 
ipeak in his own borrowed phrafe, what is con¬ 
tained in the idea of cflablijhed? Surely, not exi¬ 
gence. Doth efiablifbment give being to a thing! 
He might have laid the fame thing of chridianitv 
in general, or the exigence of God, lince both are 
confirmed by acls of parliament. But, the bed is 
behind : For, in the next line, having named the 
church half a dozen times before, he now lavs, he 
meaneth only the polity and difeipline of it : As if, 
having fpoke in praife of the art of pbyfic, a man 
mould explain himfelf, that he meant only the in* 
ftitution of a college of phyficians into a president 
ano fellows. And it will appear, that this author, 

however 





64 REMARKS 

however verfed in the practice, hath grofsly tranf- 
grefled the rules of nonfenfe, (whofe property it is 
neither to affirm nor deny) fince every vifible af- 
fcrtion gathered from thole few lines is abfolutely 
falfe : For where was the neceffity of excepting the 
doctrines exprefied in the articles, fince thefe are 
equally creatures of the civil power, having been 
cftablifhed by a<Sts of parliament as well as the 
others. But the church of England is no creature 
of the civil power, either as to its polity or doc¬ 
trines. The fundamentals of both were deduced 
from Chrilt and his apoflles, and the inifru£tions 
of the purelt and earlieft ages, and were received as 
inch by thole princes or hates who embraced chrif- 
tianity, whatever prudential additions have been 
made to the former bv human laws, which alone 
can be juftly altered or annulled by them. 

What I have already faid, would, I think, be a 
fufficient anfwer to his whole preface, and indeed 
to the greateh part of his book, which is wholly 
turned upon battering down a fort of independent 
power in the clergy ; which few or none of them 
ever claimed or defended. But there being certain 
peculiarites in this preface, that very much let ofi' 
the wit, the learning, the raillery, reafoning and 
fincerity of the author; 1 fhall take notice of fome 
of them, as I pafs,- 

But here, I hope, it will not be expected, that I 
fhould beftow remarks upon every pafTage in this 
book, that is liable to exception for ignorance, 
falfchood, dulnefs, or malice. Where he is fo 
infipid, that nothing can be flruck out for the 
reader’s entertainment, I fhall obferve Horace’s 
rule : 

$>uae defperes iraElata nitefcere pojfe , relinques. 

Upon which account, I fhall fay nothing of that 
great inftance of his candour and judgement in re¬ 
lation 
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htion to Dr. Stillingfleet, who (happening to lie 
under h.s dtfpleafure upon the fatal teft of impe- 
™ m ‘"Jrtpf") is High-church and Jacobite, took 
the oaths of allegiance to fave him from the gal- 
! . ws ’ and fabfcribed the articles only to keep 
his preferment : Whereas the charafter of that 
prelate is univerfally known to have been direftly 
the reverfe of what this writer gives him. 1 

ut before he can attempt to ruin this damnable 
opinion of two independent powers, he tellethus, 
page 6th, Itwi/l be neceffary to Jhew what is con¬ 
tainedm the idea of government. Now, it is to be 
underftood, that this refined way of fpeaking was 
introduced by Mr. Locke ; after whom the author 

nhe^ th ** ^ 35 M C * r able * AU the former P hil °- 
? n * ln ! j cu ’ or ld, from the age of Socrates to 
ours, would have ignorantly put the quefiion, 9 iiid 
eft imperium But now it feemeth we muft ^ry 
our phrafe ; and, fince our modern improvement 

uhilofhnlT Und i r r an u d ' nS ’ inftead of defiring a 
philosopher to defcnbe or define a moufe-trao 

or tell me what it is ; I mull: gravely alk whaHs 

contained in the idea of a moufe-trap ? But then 

to oblerve how deeply this new way of putting 

queftions to a man’s feIf, maketh him enter into the 

nature of things ; his prefent bufmefs is to ihew us 

Tomn^ C0 ? talned ln tlle ldea of government. The 
company knoweth nothing of the matter a „J 

him to the gall™,. & S ’ ,h *< ™btng that-amid b,mg 


Vol. XI. 
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It would be in vain for one intelligent being to pre» 
tend to ft rules to the actions of another , if he had it 
not in his power to reward the compliance with , or pu- 
nifj the deviations from, his rules by fame good , or evil, 
which is not the natural confequence of thoje anions ; 
fmce the forbidding men to do or forbear an allion on 
the account of that convenience or inconvenience which 
attendeth it , whether he who forbids it will or no, can 
be no more than advice. 

I fhall not often draw fuch long quotations as 
this, which I could not forbear to offer as a fpeci- 
men of the propriety and perfpicuity of this au¬ 
thor’s flyle. And, indeed, what a light breaketh 
out upon us all, as foon as we have read thefe 
words ! How thoroughly are we inftrudted in the 
whole nature of government ? What mighty truths 
are here difcovered ; and how clearly conveyed to 
our underftandings ? And therefore let us melt this 
refined jargon into the Old Style, for the improve¬ 
ment of fuch who are not enough converfant in the 
New. 

If the author were one who ufed to talk like one 
of us, he would have fpoke in this manner: I think 
it necefiary to give a full and perfeft definition of 
government, fuch as will fhew the nature and all 
the properties of it ; and my definition is thus : 
One man will never cure another of dealing hor- 
fes, merely by minding him of the pains he hath 
taken, the cold he hath got, and the fhoe leather 
he hath loft in dealing that horfe $ nay, to warn 
him, that the horfe may kick or fling him, or coft 
him more than he is worth in hay and oats, can be 
no more than advice. For the gallows is not the 
natural effect of robbing on the highway, as heat 
is of fire : and therefore, if you will govern a man, 
)cu mud And out feme other way of punifhment, 
than what he will inflict upon himfelf. 

Or, if this will not do, let us try it in another 
cafe, (which I inftanced before) and in his own 

terms. 
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terms. Suppofe he had thought it necefiary (and 
1 think it was as much fo as the other) to fhew tis 
what is contained in the idea of a moufe-trap, he 
muft have proceeded in thefe terms. It would be 
in vain for an intelligent being, to fet rules for hin¬ 
dering a mou fe from eating his cheefe, unlefs he 
can infli£t upon that moufe fome punifhment, 
which is not the natural confequence of eating the 
cheefe. I'or, to tell her, it may ly heavy on her 
ftomach; that file will grow too big to "get back 
in*.o her hole, and the like, can be no more titan 
advice : therefore, we muft find out fome way of 
punifhing her, which hath more inconveniencies 
than flie will ever fuffer by the mere eating of 
cheefe. After this, who is io flow of underftand- 
ing, as not to have in his mind a full and complete 

idea of a moufe-trap ? Well-The Freethinkers 

may talk what they pleafe of pedantry, and cant/ 
and jargon of fchooi-men, and inlignificant terms 
in the writings of the clergy, if ever the mod per¬ 
plexed and perplexing follower of Ariftotle, from 
Scotus to Suarez, could be a match for this au¬ 
thor. 

But the ftrength of his arguments is equal to 
the clearnefs of his definitions. For, having motl 
ignorantly divided government into three parts, 
whereof the firfl: contains the other two ; he at¬ 
tempted to prove that the clergy poflefs none of 
thele by a divine right. And he argueth thus, 
p. vii. As to a legijlative power , if that belongs to the 
clergy by divine right , it mufi be 'when they are ajjhn - 
bled in convocation: but the 25 Hen. VIII. c. 19. 
is a bar to any fuch divine right; becaufe that aft 
makes it no lefs than a preemunire for then , fo much as 
to meet without the king's writ , Sec. So that the 
force of his arguments lieth here ; if the clercy 
had a divine right, it is taken away by the 25th of 
Henry the VIII. And, as ridiculous as this argu- 
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ment is, the preface and book are founded upon 
it. 

Another argument againft the legiflative power 
in the clergy of England is, p. viii. that Tacitus 
telleth us, that, in great affairs, the Germans con¬ 
sulted the whole body of the people. De minoribus 
rebus principes eonjultant, de majoribus omnes: It a 
tamen, ut eci quoque, quorum penes plebem arbitrium 
eft, apudprincipes pertrettantur. Tacitus de moribus 
et populis Germania. Upon which, Tindall obfer- 
veth thus : De majoribus omnes-, was a fundamental 
among our anceftors long before they arrived in 
Great Britain, and matters of religion were ever 
reckoned among their Majora. (See Pref p. viii. 
and ix.) Now it is plain, that our anceftors, the 
Saxons, came from Germany : It is likewife plain, 
that religion was always reckoned by the heathens 
among their Majora : And it is plain, the whole 
body of the people could not be the clergy, and 
therefore, the clergy of England have no legiflative 
power. 

Tnirdly, p. ix. They have no legiflative power, 
becaufe Mr. Wafhington, in his Obfervations on the 
ecclefiajlical jurifdiclion of the kings of England, fhew- 
eth from undeniable authorities, that in the time of 
William the Conqueror, and fevcral of his fuccrjfors, 
there were no laws enabled concerning religion, but by 
the great Council of the kingdom. I hope likewife, 
Mr. Wafhington obierveth, that this great council 
of the kingdom, as appeareth by undeniable au¬ 
thorities, was fometimes entirelv compofed of bi- 
fhops and clergy, and called the parliament, and 
often confulted upon affairs of ftate, as well as 
church, as it is agreed by twenty writers of three 
ages; and if Mr. Walhington favs otherwife, he is 
an author juft fft to be quoted by Beaux. 

Fourthly, -But it is endlefs to purftte this 

matter any further ; in that, it is plain, the clergy 
Jiave no divine right to make laws ; becaule Henry 

VIII. 
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\ IN. Edward V I. and Queen Elizabeth, with their 
parliaments, will not allow it them. Now, with¬ 
out examining what divine right the clergy have 
or how far it extendeth ; is it any fort of proof 
tnat I have no right, becaufea ftronger power will 
not let me exercilb it ? Ur, doth all that this au- 
taor .ays through his preface, or book itfelf, offer 
any other fort of argument but this, or what he 
deduces the fame way ? 

But his arguments and definitions are yet more 
iupportable than the groffnefs of hiilorical remarks, 
wh.cn are fcattered fo plentifully in his book, that 
it would be tedious to enumerate, or to fliew the 
fraud and ignorance of them. I beg the reader’s 
leave to take notice of one here juft in my way; 
nnd, the rather, becaufe I defign for the future, 
to let hundreds of them pals without farther no¬ 
tice. ^ When, he fays, p. x. by the abolijhing of the 
Pope s power, things were brought beck to their ancient 
channel, the parliament's right in making ecclefiaflical 
laws revived of courfe. What can pofiibly be meant 
by this ancient channel? Why, the channel that 
things ran in before the Pope had any power in 
Eng.and : That is to fay, before Auftin the monk 
converted England; before which time, it feems, 
the parliament had a right to make ecclefiaflical 
iaws. And what parliament could this be ? Why 
the lords Ipiritual and temporal, and the commons 
met at Weftminfter. 

I cannot here forbear reproving the folly and 
pedantry of fome lawyers, whofe opinions this 
poor creature blindly followed!, and rendered! vet 
more ab.urd by his comments. The knowled m'of 
our conftitution can be only attained by con lulling 
the earl,eft Englilh hiftories, of which thofe gen" 
tlemen leem utterly ignorant, further than a m.o- 
tation or an index. They would fain derive our 
government, as now conftituted, from antiquitv : 
And, becaule they have feen Tacitus quoted for his 

Majo’ ibus 
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Majaribus omncs ; and have read of the Goths mi¬ 
litary inftitution in their progrdTes and conquefts, 
they prefeatly dream of a parliament. Had their 
reading reached fo far, they might have deduced 
it much more fairly from Aridotle and Polybius, 
who both diftin&ly name the compofition of Rex , 
Seniores , et populus ; and the latter, as I remember 
particularly, with the higheft approbation. The 
princes in the Saxon heptarchy, did indeed call 
their nobles fo me times together upon weighty af¬ 
fairs, as moil other princes of the world have done 
in all ages. But they made war and peace, and 
raifed money by their own authority : They gave 
or mended laws by their charters, and they raifed 
armies by their tenures. Befides, feme of thofe 
kingdoms fell in by conqueft, before England was 
reduced under one head, and therefore could pre¬ 
tend no rights, but by the conceflions of the con¬ 
queror. 

Further, which is more material, upon the ad- 
mifiion of chriftianity, great quantities of land were 
acquired by the clergy, fo that the great council of 
the nation was often entirely of churchmen, and 
ever a confiderable part. But, our prefent confti* 
tution is an artificial thing, not fairly to be traced, 
in my opinion, beyond Henry I. Since which time 
it hath, in every age, admitted fcveral alterations 5 
and differeth now as much, even from what 
it was then, as almoft any two fpecies of govern¬ 
ment deferibed by Ariftotle. And, it would be 
much more reafonable to affirm, that the govern¬ 
ment of Rome continued the fame under Jufti- 
nian, as it was in the time of Scipio ; becaufe the 
fenate and confuls ftill remained, although the 
power of both had been fevera! hundred years 
transferred to the emperors. 
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Page iv, v. JF men of oppofte fentiments can fub- 

r v, f Cr i te ihe f ame articles > they are as 
much at liberty as if there -were none. May not a 

man fubfcribe the whole articles, becaufe he differs 
from another in the explication of one? How ma¬ 
ny oaths are preferred, that men may differ in 
the explication of fotne part of them ? Inftance, 
etc. * * 

. Pa S e Vl - hdea of government. A canting pedan- 
tic way, learned from Locke ; and how prettily he 
lheweth it. Inftarce, drc. 

r ■' "^ HI- c • 1 ')■ is a bar to any 

Juch divine Right [of a legiflative power in the cler- 
gy.j Ablurd to argue againft the clergy’s divine 
right, becaufe of the nature of Henry VIII. How 
doth that deftroy divine right ? The fottifh way of 

arguing ; from what the parliament can do : from 
their power, fs'e. 

Page viii. If the parliament did not think they had 
a plenitude of power in this matter, they -would not 
have damned all the canons of 1640. What doth he 
mean . A grave divine could not anfwer all his 
play-houfe and Alfatia cant, (sc. He hath read 
xludibras, and many plays. 

Ibid. If the parliament can annul eccleftaftical la-ws, 
they m.ufl be able to make them. Diftinguifh and fhew 
the lillmefs, drr. 

!bid. All that he faith againft the d feipline, he 
might lay the fame againft the doftrine, nay, a- 
gamft the belief of a God, viz. That the leeif- 
lature might forbid it. The church formeth and 
contnveth canons; and the civil power, which is 
compulfive, confirms them. 

Page 
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Page ix. There were no laws enabled, lut by the 
great council of the kingdom. And that was very 
often, chiefly only bifhops. 

Ibid. Laws fettled by parliament to pun ifj the cler¬ 
gy. What laws were thofe i 

Page x. The people are bound to no laws but of their 
own chufing. It is fraudulent; for they may con- 
lent to what others chufe, and fo people often do. 

Page xiv. paragraph 6. The clergy are not Jupjc- 
fed to have any divine legfature, becaufe that mufl be 
fuperiour to all worldly power and then the clergy 
enight as wellforbid the parliament to meet , but when 
and where theypleafe, &c. No fuch confcquence at 
all. They have a power exclufive from all others. 
Ordained to act as clergy, but not govern in civil 
affairs; nor act without leave of the civil power. 

Page xxv. The parliament fufpcblcd the love of 
power natural to churchmen. Truly, fo is the love 
of pudding, and moll other things defirable in this 
life; and in that they are like the laitv, as in all 
other things that are not good. And,'therefore, 
they are held not in efteeni for what thev are like 
in, but for their virtues. The true way to abufe 
them with efiecl, is to tell us fome faults of their’s 
that other men have not, or not fo much of as 
they, 6 c. Might not any man fpeak full as bad of 
lenates, dyets, and parliaments, as he can do a- 

V t .^ 0un< ;^ s ’ aac * as kad of princes, as he doth 
of bun ops r 

Page xxxi. They might as i veil have made car¬ 
dinalsCampcgi and de Chinuchii, bfeps of Salisbury 
and Wcrccfter , as have enabled that their fevcral fees 
and bifhoprtcks were utterly void. No. The legifla- 
ture might determine he fhould not be a bifhop 
there, but not make a bifhop. r 

Ibid. Were not a great number deprived by parlia- 
vunt upon the ref oration ? Docs he mean piefby- 
ters ? What iignilies that l 
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Ibid. Have they not trujlcd this power with our 
princes ? Why, aye. But that argueth not right, 
but power. Have they not cut off a king’s head, 
&c. 7 he church muff do the beft they can, ifnoc 

wh.it they would. 

Page xxxvi. If tythes andfirfi.fruits are paid to fpi- 
ritual perfons asfuch, the King or Shieen is the mofi 
Spiritual perfon, &c. As if the firft-fruits, 6 c. 
were paid to the king, as tythes to a fpiritual per- 
ion. 

Page xliii. Ring Charles ll. thought fit that the 
bifhops in Scotland Jhould hold their b'Jbopncks , during 
will and pleafure: I do not find that high church 
complained of this as an encroachment, &c. No ; but 
as a pernicious counfel of Lord Loch. 

1 age xliv. 'The common law judges have a power 
to determine, whether a man has a legal right to the 
fiacrament. They pretend it, but what we complain 
of as a mofi: abominable hardfhip, 6 c. 

Page xlv. Giving men thus blindly to the devil , is * 
an extraorainary piece of complaifiance to a lay-chancel¬ 
lor. He is fomething in the right ; and therefore 
it is a pity there are any; and I hope th6 church 
will provide againft it. But if the fcntence be juft, 
it is not the perfon, but the contempt. And, if 
the author attacketh a man on the highway, and 
taketh but twopence, he (hall be fent to the gal¬ 
lows, more terrible to him than the devil, for his 
contempt of the law, e be. Therefore he need not 

complain of being fent to hell. 

Page lxiv. Mr. Lefty may carry things too far, 
as it is natural, becaufe the other extreme is fo 
great. But what he fays of the king’s Ioffes, iincc 
the church-lands were given away, is too great a 
truth, 6c. 5 

Page lxxvi. 7 o which I have nothing to pleads ex¬ 
cept the zeal I have for the church cf England\ You 
will fee fome pages further, what he meanech by 
ihe church ; but it is not fair not to begin with 
VoL « K telling 
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felling us what is contained in the idea of a church, 
6 c. 

Page lxxxiii. They will not be angry with me jof 
thinking better of the church than they do, Sic. No-, 
but they will differ from you ; becaufe the worfe 
the queen is prleafed, you think her better. I be¬ 
lieve the church will not concern themfelves much 
ahout your opinion of them, &c. 

Page Ixxxiv. But the PopiJJo , Eajlern , Presbyte¬ 
rian and Jacobite Clergy , See. This is like a general 
pur don-, with fuch exceptions as make it uielefs, if 
we compute it, ire. 

Page lxxxvii. Mifapplying of the word church , See. 
1 his is cavilling. No doubt his projeft is for ex¬ 
empting the people: But that is not what in com¬ 
mon fpeech we ufually mean by the church. Be- 
ildes, who doth not know that didinftion ? 

Ibid. Conftantly apply the fame ideas to them. This 
is, in old English, meaning the fame thing. 

Page lxxxix. Demo*]}rates I could have no defign 
hut the promoting of truth. Sc c. Yes, feveraldefigny, 
as money, fpleen, atheifm, &c. What? will any 
man think truth was his defign, and not money 
and malice ? Doth he expert the hotrfe will go into 
a committee for a bill to bring things to hrs fcheme, 
to confound every thing, £rc. 

Some deny Tindall to be the author, and pro¬ 
duce flories of his dulnefs and flupidity. But what 
is there in all this book, that the dulled: man in 
England, might not write, if he were angry and 
bold enough, and had no regard to truth ? 


REMARKS upon the BOOK, See. 

Page 4. JJ/'Hether Louis XIV. has fuch a power 
over Philip V ? He fpeaketh here of 
the unlimited, uncontroulable authority of fathers. 

A 
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A very foolilh queftion ; and his difcourfe hi* 
therco of government, weak and trivial, and liable 
to objections. 

Ibid. Whom h e is to confider not as his own, but 
the Almighty's workmanjhip. A very likely consi¬ 
deration for the ideas of the Bate of nature. A 
very wrong deduction of paternal government; but 
that is nothing to the difpute, etc. 

Page 12. And as fucb might juftly be punijhed by 
every one in the Jlate of nature. Falfe; he doth 
not feem to understand the date of nature, ahho 5 
he hath borrowed it from Hobbes, etc. 

Page 14. Merely fpeculative points, and other in¬ 
different things. &c. And why are fpeculative o- 
pinions fo iniignificant ? Do not men proceed in 
their practice according to their fpeculations ? So, 
if the author were a chancellor, and one of his 
fpeculations were, that the poorer the clergy the 
better; would not that be of great ufe, if a caufc 
came before him of tithes or church-lands. 

Ibid. Which can only be known by examining whe • 
thcr men had any power in the ft ate of nature over 
their own, or others actions in thefe matters. No, 
that is a wrong method, unlefs where religion hath 
not been revealed, in natural religion. 

^ Ibid. Nothing at firjl fight § can be more obvious , 
than that in all religious matters , none could make 
ever the right of judging for himfelf fincc that would 
caufe his religion to be abfolutely at the difpofal of an¬ 
other. At his rate of arguing (I think I do net 
mifreprefent him, and I believe he will not deny 
the confequcnce) a man may profefs Heathenifm, 
Mahometanifm, etc. and gain as many profelytes 
as he can ; and they may have their aiTemblies, 
and the magistrates ought to protect them, provi¬ 
ded they do not didurb the ftate : And they may 
enjoy all fecular preferments, be lords-chancellors, 
judges, 6r. But there are fome opinions in feve- 
ral religions, which, although they do not dire&Iy 
K 2 make 
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make men rebel, yet lead to it. Inflance lome. 
Nay we might have temples for idols, 6 c , A 
thoufand fuch abfurdities follow from his general 
notions, and ill-digefted fehemes. And we fee in 
the Old Teftament, that kings were reckoned good 
or ill, as they fuffered or hindered image-wor- 
Ihip and idolatry, 6 c. which was limiting con- 
fcience. 

Page 15. Men may form 1 what clubs, companies, 
or meetings they think fit, he. which the magistrates , 
as long as the public fuftains no damage, cannot kin¬ 
der, See. This is falfe; although the public fuf- 
tain no damage, they will forbid clubs, where they 
think danger may happen. 

Page 16. The magifirate is as much obliged to 
protea them in the way they chafe of w or flip ping him, 

as in any other indifferent matter. -Page 1 7. The 

magifirate to treat all his fubjeas alike, how much 
foever they differ from him or one another in thefe 
matters. This (hews, that although they be Turks, 
Jews, or Heathens, it is fo. But we are fure Chi i- 
ilianity is the only true religion, &c. and therefore 
it fhould be the magiftrate’s chief care to propa¬ 
gate it; and that God Ihould be worlhipped in 
that form, that thofe who arc the teachers think 
moft proper, he. 

Page 18. So that perfection is the mofi eompre- 
henfive of all crimes , &c. But he hath not told us 
what is included in the idea of perfecuticn. State 
Jt right. 

Ibid. But here it may be demanded, if a mans 

confidence make him do fuch aas, he. This doth noc 

anfwer the above objection : For, if the public be 
not difturbed with atheiftical principles preached 
nor immoralities, all is well. So that Bill, men 
may be Jews, Turks, 6 c. 

Page 22. 7 he fame reafon which obliges them to 
makefiatutes of mortmain, and other laws, avainjl 
t st peoples giving cjlates to the clergy , will equally 

hold 
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hold fir their taking them away when given. A erea 
fecur.tv for property ! Will this hold to any other 
fociety in a date, as merchants, 6 c. or only to ec- 
clefialt.cs ? A pretty projedt: Forming general 
fchemes requires a deeper head than this man’s. 

Ibid. But the good of the fociety being the only rett- 
fm of the magijlrate's having any power over men’s 
properties 1 cannot fee why he fhould deprive his 
f.’jebls of any part thereof for the maintenance of 
Juch opinions as have no tendency that way &c 
Here is a paragraph (vide alfo infra) which has a 
gi eat deal m it. The meaning is, that no man 
ought to pay tythes, who doth not believe what 
the mimfter preacheth. But how came they by 
this property? When they purchafed the land, 
they paid only for fo much; and the tithes were 
exempted. It is an older title than any mans eftate 
is, and if it were taken away to morrow, it could 
not, without a new law, belong to the owners of 
the other nine parts, any more than impropriations 

Ibid. For the maintenance offuch opinions , as no¬ 
ways contribute to the public good. By fuch opinions 
as the pubuc receive no advantage by, he mud 
mean Chriltianity. 

Rage 2^. Who, by rcafon of Juch articles, are di¬ 
vided into different fefts. A pretty cauie of fedts 
uc. * 

Page 24 So the fame reafon, as often as it occurs, 
will oblige him to leave that church. This is an ex- 
cule for his turning papilf. 

Ibid. Unlefs you fuppofe churches like traps , eafy 
to admit one ; but when once he is in, there he mu ft 
always flick, either for the plenftre or tr'ft -f tie 
trap fetters. Remark his wit. J ' 7 

Page 29. Nothing can. be more abfurd than main¬ 
taining, there mufl be two independent powers in the 
fameJocicty, kc. This is abominably abfurd ; Ihcw 
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Page 33. The whole hierarchy as built on it , mujl 
neceffarily fall to the ground , and great will be the 
fall of this Jpiritual Babylon. I will do him juftice, 
and take notice when lie is witty, etc. 

Page 3 6. For if there may be too fuch [independent 
powers] in every fociety on earth , why may there not 
be more than one in heaven ? A delicate confe- 
quence. 

Page 37. Without having the lefs> he could not 
have the greater , in which that is contained. So- 
phiftical; inftance wherein. 

Page 42. Some ft nee, fubtiler than the Jews , have 
managed commutations more to their own advantage , 
by enriching themfelver, and beggaring , if Fame be 
not a liar , many an honejl dijfenter. It is fair to 
produce wirnefles, is fhe a liar or not ? The report 
is almoft impoffible. Commutations were contri¬ 
ved for roguifh regifters and pro&ors, and lav- 
chancellors, but not for the clergy. 

Page 43. Kings and people , who {as the Indians 
do the Devil) adored the Pope out of fear . I am in 
doubt, whether I fliall allow that for wit or no, 
See. Look you, in thefe cafes, preface it thus: 
If one may ufe an old faying. 

Page 44. One reafon why the clergy make what 
they call fchifm , to be fo heinous a fin. There it is 
now ; becaule he hath changed churches, he ridi- 
culeth fchifm ; as Milton wrote for divorces, be- 
caufe he had an ill wife. For ten pages on, we 
muff give the true anfwer, that makes all thefe ar* 
guments of no ufe. 

Page 60. It ptffibly will be favd , I have all this 
while been doing thefe gentlemen a great deal of 
wrong. To do him juftice, he fets forth the ob- 
jedions of his adverfaries with great ftrength, and 
much to their advantage. No doubt thole are the 
very objections we would offer. 

Page 60. Their executioner. He is fond of this 
word in many places, yet there is nothing in it 

further 
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further than that it is the name for the hangman, 
&c. 

Page 69. Since they exclude both from having any 
thing in the ordering of church matters. Another 
part of his fcheme : For by this the people ought 
to execute ecclefiaftical offices without diltinclion, 
for he brings the o:her opinion as an abfurd one! 

Page .72. They claim a judicial power, and, by 
virtue of it, the government of the church, and there- 
by (pardon the exprejfion) become traitors both to Cod 
and Man. Who doth he defire to pardon him ? 
or is this meant of the Englifh clergy >. fo it feem! 
etlu Doth he defire them to pardon him? they 
do it as Lhriftians. Doth he defire the govern¬ 
ment to do it ? but then how can they make ex¬ 
amples ? He lays, the clergy do fo, &e. fo he 
means all. 

Page 74. I mould gladly know what they mean by 
giving the Holy Chojl. Explain what is really meant 
by giving the Holy Ghoft, like a king impowerin-r 
an ambailador *. 0 

Page 7 6. The Popijh clergy make very hold with 
the three perfons of the Trinity . Why then, do not 
mix them, but we fee whom this glanceth on moft. 
As to the Conge d'hre, and Nolo epifeopari , not fo 
abfurd ; and, if omitted, why changed. 

Page 78. But not to digrefs—Przy, doth he call 
fcurrility upon the clergy, a digreffion > The apo¬ 
logy needleis, ac. 

Ibid. A clergyman, it is [aid, is Cod's ambaffador* 
But you know an ambailador may leave a fecretary 

Ibid. Call their pulpit fpeeches , the word of Cod. 
That is a miftake. 

Page 79 Such perfons to reprefent him. Are not 
they that own his power, litter to reprefent him 


[* Hooker's Ecd. Pol. B.okv, $-&. 77.] 

than 
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than others ? Would the author be a fitter per'* 
fori ? 

Ibid. Puft up with intolerable pride and infolence. 
Not at all; for where is the pride to be employed 
by a Prince, whom fo few own, and whole being 
is difputed by fuch as this author? 

Ibid. Perhaps from a poor (ervitor , Si c. to be a 
prime minijler in God's kingdom . That is right. 
God taketh notice of the difference between poor 
fervitors, &c. Extremely foolifti—fhew it. The 
argument lieth ftrongly again ft the apoftles, poor 
filhermen, and St. Paul, a tent-maker. So grofs 
and idle ! 

Page 80. The formality of laying hand over head 
on a man . A pun; but an old one. I remember, 
when Swan made that pun firft, he was feverely 
checked for it. 

Ibid. What is more required to give one a rights 
&c. Here (hew, what power is. in the church, and 
what in the ftate, to make priefts. 

Page 85. To bring men into, and net turn them 
out of the ordinary way of falvation . Yes ; but as 

one rotten lhecp doth mifehief-and do you 

think it reafonable, that fuch a one as this author, 
ftiould converfe with Chriftians, and weak ones. 

Page 86. See his fine account of fpiritual punish¬ 
ment. 

Page 87. The clergy affirm, that if they had not 
the power to exclude men from the church , its unity 
could not be preferved . So to expel an ill member 
from a college, would be the way to divide the col* 
Jegc; as in All fouls, &c. Apply it to him. 

Page 88. I cannot fee but it is contrary to the 
rules of charity, to exclude men from the church, &c. 
Ail this turns upon the falfeft reafoning in the 
world. So, if a man be imprifoned for ftealing a 
horfe, he is hindered from other duties : And, 
you might argue, that a man who doth ill, ought 
tube more diligent in minding ether duties, and 

not 
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not to be debarred from them. It is for contuma¬ 
cy and rebellion againft that power in the church, 
which the law hath confirmed. So a man is out¬ 
lawed for a trifle, upon contumacy. 

Page 92. Obliging all by penal laws to receive the 
Sacrament. This is faife. 

Page 93. The want of which means can only har¬ 
den a man in his impenitence. It is for his being 
hardened that he is excluded. Suppole a fon rob* 
beth his father in the high-way, and his father will 
not fee him till he refloreth the money and owneth 
his fault. It is hard to deny him paying his duty 
in other things, drr. How abfurd this ! 

I age 93. And that only they had a right to give it. 
Another part or his fcheme, that the people have 
a right to give the lacrament. See more of it. 
p. 135 and 137. 

Page 96. Made familiar to fuch practices by the 
Heathen priefls. Well; and this (hews the neceffi- 
ty of it for peace's fake, A filly obje<ftion of this 
and other enemies to religion, to think to difgrace 
it by applying Heathenifm, which only concerns 
the political part wherein they were as wife as o- 
thers, and might give rules. Inftance in fome, 
£>c. 

Page 98. How differently from this do the great 
pretenders to primitive practice aft, &c. This is a 
remarkable pafiage. Doth he condemn or allow 
this myfterious way ? It feems the firft—and there¬ 
fore thefe words are a little turned, but infallibly 
flood in the firft draught as a great argument for 
popery. 

Page 100. They drefs them up hi a San benito. 
So now we are to anfwer for the Inquifition. One 
thing is, that he makes the fathers guilty of afiert- 
ing moft of the corruptions about the power of 
priefts. 

Page £04. Some priefls affume to themfelves an ar¬ 
bitrary power af excluding men from the Lord's Sup - 
Voifc. XI. i, Pfi* 
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per. His fcheme; that any body may adminifter 
the facraments, women or children, etc . 

Page ic8. One no ?nore than another can be rec* 
honed a prieft . See his fcheme. Here he difgra- 
ces what the law enacts about the manner ofcon- 
fecrating, etc . 

Page 118. Churches ferve to worfe purpofes than 
bear-gardens. This from Hudibras. 

Page i iq. In the time of that wife Heathen Am * 
mianus Marcellinus. Here he runs down allChrif- 
tianity in general. 

Page 120. I jhalU in the following pert of my dift 
courfe , ftoew that this doClrine is fo far from ferving 
the ends of religion , that , i Ji % It prevents the fpread - 
* n g G f the gofpel, See. This independent power in 
the church is like the worms; being the caufe of 
all difeafes. 

124. How erfly could the Roman Emperors have 
defrayed the church? Juft as if he had faid ; how 
eallly could Herod kill Chrift whilft a child, etc. 

Page 125. The people were fet againf bijhops by 
reafon of their tyranny. Wrong. For the bifhops 
were no tyrants : Their power was fwallowed up 
by the Popes, and the people defired they Ihould 
have more. It were the Regulars that tyrannized 
and formed prieftcraft. He is ignorant. 

Page 139. He is not bound by the laws cf Chrift t$ 
leave his friends , in order to be baptized , &c. This 
directly againft the Qofjpel.—One would think him 
anemiflary, by his preaching fchifm. 

Page 142. 7 hen will the communion of faints be 
practicable> to which the principles of all parties , the 
cccaftonal Conformifts only excepted , ft and in direct op- 
pofition , &c. So that all are wrong but they. The 
feripture is fully againft fchifm. Tindall promo- 
teth it, and placeth in it all the prefent and future 
happinefs of man. 

Page 144. All he has hitherto faid on this mat¬ 
ter, with a very little turn, were arguments for* 

Popery r 
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Popery : For, it is certain, that religion had (hare 
in very few wars for many hundred years before 
the reformation, becaufe they were all of a mind. 
It is the ambition of rebels, preaching upon the 
difeontents of fettaries, that they are not fupreme, 
which hath caufed wars for religion. He is mifta- 
ken altogether. His little narrow underltanding 
and want of learning. 

Page 145*. Though fame fay the high-flyers lives 
ferve for a very good rule , if men would act 
quite contrary to them. Is he one of thofe fome ? 
Bcfides the new turn of wit, etc. all the clergy in 
England come under his notion of high-flyers, as 
he flates it. 

Page 147. None of them ( Churchmen ) could be 
brought to acknowledge it lawful upon any account 
* whatever , to exclude the Duke of York. This ac¬ 
count falie in fa<ft. 

Ibid. And the body politic, whether ecclefiaflical or 
civil , mujt be dealt with after the fame manner , as 
the body natural. What, becaufe it is called a bo¬ 
dy, and is a fimile, mud it hold in all circunx- 
ftances ? 

Page 148. We find all wife legiflators have had re - 
gard to the tempers , inclinations , and prejudices , &c. 

This paragraph falfe.-It was directly contrary in 

feveral, as Lycurgus, etc . 

Page 152. All the fill of the prelatifls is not able 
to difeover the leaf dif iaction between bi/hop and 
prejbyter. Yet, God knows, this hath been done 
many a time. 

Page 158. The epiflle to the Philippians is dirc3cd 
to the bi/hops and deacons , I mean in due order after 
the people , viz. to the faints with their bifhops and 
deacons. I hope he would argue from another 
place, that the people precede the king, becaufe 
of thefe words. Ye Jhall be deftroyed both you and 
your king. 

Page 167. The Pope and other great church dons. 

L 2 I 












$4 REMARKS 

I fuppofe, be meaneth bifhops : But I wifh, he 
would explain himfelf, and not be io very witty in 
the midft of an argument; it is like two mediums; 
not fair in difputing. 

Page 168. Clemens Romanus blames the people not 
for ajfuming a power, but for making a -wrong ufe of 
it. Sec. His great error all along is, that he doth 
not diftinguifli between a power, and a liberty 
of exercifing that power, etc. I would appeal to 
any man, whether the clergy have not too little 
power, fince a book like his, that unfettleth foun¬ 
dations and would dellroy all, goes unpuniflied, 
etc. . 

Page 171. By this , or fime fitch method, the 
bifbops obtained their power ever their fellow prefby- 
ters, and both over the people. The -whole tenor of 
the gofpel dire lily contrary to it. Then it is not an 
allowable means: T his carries it fo far as to fpoij 
his own fyftem ; it is a fin to have bilhops as we 
have them. 

Page 172. The prefervation of peace and unity, 
and not any divine right, was the reafon of eftabiifb- 
ing a fuperiority of one of the prefhyters over the reft. 
OtherwiJ'e there would, as they fay, have been as many 
fchifmatics as prefhyters. No great compliment to tbe 
clergy of thofe days. Why io? It is the natural 
efiedt of a worfe independency, which he keepeth 
fuch a clatter about ; an independency of churches 
on each other, which rauft naturally create fchifm. 

Page 183. How could the chriftians have ofjerted 
the difmtereftednefs of thofe who firft preached the 
gofpel, particularly their having a right to the tenth 
Pftt ? Yes, that would have pafi.d ealy enough ; 
for they could not imagine teachers could livcTon 
air ; and their heathen priei^s were much more 
unreafonablc. 

Page 184. Nlens fuffering for fuch opinions is not 
Efficient to fuppert the weight of them. This is a 
glance againit Chriftianity. State the cafe of con¬ 
verting 
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verting infidels ; the converters are fuppofed few; 
the bulk of the priefts muft be of the converted 
country. It is their own people therefore they 
maintain. "\\ hat piojeft or end can a few converters 
propofe ? they can leave no power to their fami¬ 
lies, etc . State this, I lav, at length, and give it a 
true turn. Princes give corporations power to ptir- 
chafe lands. r 

Page 187. That it became an eafy prey to the 
barbarous nations. Ignorance in Tindal ! The em¬ 
pire long declined before chriftianitv was intro¬ 
duced. This a wrong caufe, if ever there was 
one. 

Page 190. It is the clergy’s intereji to have reli¬ 
gion corrupted. Quite the contrary ; prove it. 
flow is it the interelt of the Englilh clergy to cor¬ 
rupt religion ? The more juitice and piety the 
people have, the better it is for them ; for that 
would prevent the penury cf farmers, and the op- 
preflion of exafling covetous landlords, etc. That 
which hath corrupted religion, is the liberty unli¬ 
mited of profeffing all opinions. Do not lawyers 
render law intricate by their i'peculations, etc. and 
phylicians, etc. 

Page 209. The fpirit and temper of the clerfty , £~ c . 
What does this man think the clergy are made of ? 
Anfwer generally to what he fays againft councils 
in the ten pages before. Suppofe I ihould briri" 
quotations in their praife. P 

Page 211. As the clergy, though few in c cm pa A- 
fan of the laity, were the inventors of corruptions. 
Plis Icheme is, that the fewer and poorer the better, 
and the contrary among the laity/ A noble prin¬ 
ciple ; and delicate confequences from it ! 

Page 207. Men are not always condemned for the 
fake of opinions, but opinions fometimesfor the Jiike 0f 
men. And fo, he hopes, that, it his opinions 
are condemned, people will think it is ‘a fpite 
againft him, as having been always fcandalous. 

Page 
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Page 210. The means ft layman as good a judge as 
the greatejl prjejft ; for the yneanejl man is as much 
intercjled in the truth of religion as the greatefi 
prieft. As if one (houlJ fay, the meaneft fide 
man hath as much intereft in health as a phyfician, 
therefore he is as good a judge of phyfic as a phy- 
fician, e!rc. 

Ibid. Had fynods been coyipofed of laymen , none of 
thofe corruptions which tend to advance the interejl of 
the clergy, 3 cc. True. But the part the laity had 
in reforming, was little more than plundering. He 
fhould underftand, that the nature of things is 
this, that the clergy are made of men, and, without 
fome encouragement, they will not have the belt, 
but the worft. 

Page 215. They who gave ejlates to , rather than 
they who took them from the clergy , were guilty of 
ficrilcge . Then the people are the church, and the 
dergy not; another part of his fcheme. 

Page 219. The clergy as they fubfifted by the 
alms cf the people , See. This he would have flill. 
Shew the folly of it. Not pofiible to (hew any ci¬ 
vilized nation ever did it. Who would be clergy¬ 
men then ? The abfurdity appears by putting the 
cafe, that none were to be ftatefmen, lawyers, or 
phyficians, but who were to fubfift by alms. 

Page 222. Thefe fv.btile clergymen work their de - 
fgns, who lately cut out fuch a tacking job for thcm y 
&c. He is mUlaken—Every body was for the bill 
almoft, though not for the tack. The Biihop of 
Sarum w'as for it, as appears by his fpeech againft 
Iz. But it Teems, the tacking is owing to meta- 
phyfical fpeculations. I wonder whether is mod 
perplexed, this author in his Rile, or the writings 
cf our divines. In the judgment of all people, our 
divines have carried practical preaching and writ¬ 
ing to the greateft perfection it ever arrived to ; 
which (Hews; that we may affirm in general, our 
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clergy is excellent, although this or that man be 
faulty. As if an army be conftantly victorious, re¬ 
gular, etc. we may lay, it is an excellent victorious 
army : But findal, to tlilparage it, would fav, 
fuch a ferjeant ran away ; fuch an enfign hid 
liimfelf in a ditch ; nay, one colonel turned his 
back, therefore, it is a corrupt, cowardly army, 
etc. 

Page 224. They were as apprehenfive of the works 
*f Ariftotle, as fame men are of the works of a late 
philofopher, which they are afraid, will let too much 
light into the world. Yet juft fuch another; Only a 
commentator on Ariftotle. People are likely to im¬ 
prove their underftanding much with Locke: It is 
not his human underftanding, but other works that 
people diflike, although in that there are feme 
dangerous tenets, as that of [w] innate ideas. 

Page 226. Could they, like the pepifbprifts, add to 
this a rcjlrair.t on theprefs, their bufmefs would be done. 
So it ought : For example, to hinder his book, 
becaufe it is written to juftify the vices aod infide¬ 
lity of the age. There can be no other defign ia 
F° r » is this a way or manner to do good? 
Piailing doth but provoke. The opinion of the 
whole parliament is, the clergy are too poor. 

Ibid. U'hen fme nations could be no longer kept 
frean prying into learning, this inferable gibberijh of 
the Jchools was contrived. We have exploded 
fchoolmen as much as he ; and in fome peoples 
opinion too much, fmee the liberty of embracing 
any opinion is allowed. They following Ariftotle, 
who is doubtlefs the greateft mafter of arguing ia 
the world : But it hath been a fafhion of late years 
to explode Ariftotle, and therefore this man 
hath fallen into it like others, for that reafon, 
without underftanding him. Ariftotle’s poetry, 
rhetoric, and politics, arc admirable ; and there¬ 
fore, it is likely, fo are his logics. 
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Page 230. In thefe freer countries , as the clergy 
have lefs power , fo religion is better underfoot, and 
more ufcful and excellent difcouifes are made on 
that JubjeEl , &c. Not generally. Holland not 
very famous ; Spain hath been; and France is. 
But it requireth more knowledge than his, to form 
general rules, which people drain (when ignorant) 
to falfe deductions to make them out. 

Page 232. Chap. VII. That this hypothefs of an 
independent power in any fet of clergymen , makes all 
reformation unlawful , except where thofe who have 
this power , do confent . The title of this chapter, 
A Triiifm . 

Page 234. If God has not placed mankind , in 
ref pell to civil matters , under an abfolute power , but 
has permitted them in every fociety to all as they 
judge bef for their own fafety , See. Bad parallels ; 
bad politics; want of due diftinCtion between 
teaching and government. The people may know 
when they are govered well, but not be wiler than 
their inftruclers. Shew the difference. 

Ibid. If God has allowed the civil fociety thefe 
privileges , can we fuppefe he hath lefs kindnefs 
for his church , &c. Here they are diftinguifhed 
then ; here it makes for him. It is a fort of turn 
of expreflion, which is fcarce with him, and ho 
contradicts himfelf to follow it. 

Page 235. This curfed hypofkefis had, perhaps , 
never been thought on with relation to civils , had not 
the clergy (who have inexhaufible magazine of op - 
prefjive doflrines) contrivedfirf in ecclefiaficals. Sc c. 
l he feventh paragraph furious and falfe. Were 
there no tyrants before the clergy, etc. 

Page 236. Therefore, in order to ferve them^ though 
I expeft little thanks , &c And why fo l Will they 
not, as you fay, follow their intereft ? I thought 
you faid fo. He has three or four fprightly turns 
of this kind, that look, as if he thought he had 
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done wonders, and had put all the clergy In a fer- 
Vvhereas, I do affure him, there are but two 
things wonderful in his book : Firft, how any man 
in a chriftian country could have the boldnefs or 
wickednefs to write it : And, how any govern¬ 
ment would negleft punifhing the author of it, if 
not as an enemy of religion, yec as a profligate 
ti umpeter of ledition. T. hefe are hard words, got 
by reading his book. 

; The light of nature as well as the gofpel, 

obliges pe:ple to judge of thcmfelves , &c. to avoid 
falje prophets , feducers , &c. The legiflature can 
turn out a prieft, and appoint another ready made, 
but not make one ; as you difcharge a phyfician, 
and may take a farrier; but he is no phyiician, un- 
lels made as he ought to be. 

Ibid. Since no more power is required for the one 
than the other. That is, I diflike my phyfician, 
and can turn him off, therefore I can make any 
man a phyfician, &c Cujus eft deftruere. See. Jeff 
on it : Therefore, becaufe he lays fchemes for de¬ 
coying the church, we mu ft employ him to raife 
it again. See, what danger lies in applying maxims 
at random. So, becaufe it is the foldiers buflnefs 
to knock men on the head, it is theirs likewife to 
raife them to life, etc . 

Page 247. It can belong only to the people to 
appoint their own eccleftaftical officers . This word 
people is fo delicious in him, that I cannot tell 
what is included in the idea of the people. Doth 
he mean the rabble or the legiflature, etc. ? In 
this fenfe it may be true, that the legiflature giveth 
leave to the bifliops to appoint, and they appoint 
themfelves ; I mean the executive power appoints, 
etc. He fheweth his ignorance in government. 
As to High Church he carrieth ic a prodigious way, 
and includeth, in the idea of it, more than others 
will allow. 

VoL. XI. M Page 
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Page 231;. Though it he cuftomary to admit none to 
the minijlry who are not approved by the bi/hops or 
pnejh , See. One of his principles to expofe. 

Ibid. If every one has not an inherent right to chufe 
his own guide , then a man muft be either of the religion 
of his guide ; or , &c. That would make delicate 
work in a nation : what would become of all our 
churches ? They muft dwindle into conventicles. 
Shew what would be the confequence of this fcheme 
in feveral points. This great reformer, if his pro- 
je<fts were reduced to practice, how many thoufand 
jfe&s, and confequently tumults, drr. Men muft 
be governed in ('peculations, at Ieaft not fuffered 
to vent them ; becaufe opinions tend to aftions, 
which are moft governed by opinions, drr. If 
thole who write for the church writ no better they 
would fucceed but fcurvily. But to fee whether he 
be a good writer, let us fee when he hath publifhed 
his fecond pirt. 

Page 25 3. An excellent author in his preface to the 
account of Denmark . This man judgeth and writeth 
much of a level. Molefworth’s preface, full of 
ftale profligate topics. That author wrote his 
book in fpite to a nation, as this doth to religion, 
and both perhaps on poor perfonal piques. 

ibid. By which means , and not by any difference ire 
fpeculative matters , they are more rich and populous . 
As if ever any body thought that a difference in 
fpeculative opinions made men richer or poorer.; 
for example, drr. 

Page 258. Play the devil for GocTs fake. If this 
is meant for wit, 1 would be glad to obferve it ; 
but in fuch cafes I hrft look whether there be com¬ 
mon fenfe, &c. 

Page 261. Chrifiendom has been the feene of perpe - 
tued wars , maffacres , &c. He doth not conftder 
that moft religious wars have been caufed by 
fchifms, when the diflenting parties were ready to 
join with any ambitious, difeontented irttn. The 
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national religion always defireth peace, even in her 
notions, for its interefts. 

Page 270. Some have token the liberty to compare 
a high church prieft in Politics to a monkey in a glafs- 
Jhopi where^ as he con do no good) Jo he never fails of 
doing mifchief enough . That is his modefty, it is 
his own fimile, and it rather fits a man that does 
fo and fo, (meaning himfelf.) Befides, the com- 
parifon is foolifh, So it is with men, as with 
ftags. 

Page 27 6. Their interejl obliges them direElly to 
promote tyranny . The matter is, that Chriftianity is 
the fault which fpoils the priefts, for they were 
like other men before they were priefts. A- 
mong the Romans, priefts did not do fo, for they 
had the greateft power during the republic. I 
wonder he did not prove, they fpoiled Nero. 

Page 277. No princes have been more inf importa¬ 
ble and done greater violence to the commonwealth than 
thofe the clergy have honoured for faints and martyrs. 
For example, in our country, the princes moft ce~ 
brated by our clergy are, etc. etc. etc. And the 
quarrels fince the conqueft were nothing at all of 
the clergy, but purely of families, &c.° wherein 
the clergy only joined like other men. 

Page 279. Jfer the reformation, I defire to know 
whether the conduct of the clergy was any ways altered 
for the better , See. Monftrous mifreprefeotation J 
Does this man s fpirit of declaiming let him forget 
all truth of fact, as here, ire. ? Shew it. Or doth 
he flatter himfelf, a time will come, in future ages, 
that men will believe it on his word ? In fhort, be¬ 
tween declaiming, between mifreprefenting, and 
falfenefs, and charging Popifli things, and inde* 
pendency huddled together, his whole book is em¬ 
ployed. 

% Set forth at large the neceflity of union in reli¬ 
gion, and the difadvantage of the contrary, and 
anfwer the contrary in Holland, where they have 
no religion, and are the worft conftituted govern- 
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ment in the world to Lift. It is ignorance of cau- 
fes and appearances which makes lhallow people 
judge fo much to their advantage. They are ao- 
verned bvthe adminiftration and almoft legiflature 
of Holland, through advantage of property ; nor 
are they fit to be fet in balance with a noble king¬ 
dom, 6 c. like a man that gets a hundred pounds 
a year by hard labour, and one that has it in 
land. 

i 2 ^°’ ^ may be worth enquiring, whether 

the difference between the fevcral fas in England, &c. 
A noble notion ftarted, that union in the church 
muft enflave the kingdom : refleft on it. This 
man hath fomewhere heard, that it is a point of 
wit to advance pardoxes, and the bolder the better. 

i^if WK \' C r m mai " rainin g diem, which he ne- 
gledteth, and formeth imaginary conclulions from 
them, as if they were true and uncontefted. 

He adds. That m the bejl confhuted church, the 
greatejl good which can be expeaed of the ecclefiafics is 
from their divifions. This is a maxim deduced from 
a gradation of falfe fuppofitions. If a man fhould 
turn the tables, and argue that all the debauchery, 
atheilm, licentioufnefs, etc. of the times, were ow- 
mg to the poverty of the clergy, etc. what would 
he lay ! There have been more wars of religion 
W the rum of the clergy, than before in Eng- 
land. All the civil wars before were from other 
caufes. 

Page 283. Prayers are made in the loyal univerfih 

\r.l°- r r d ' io ff mt ™ e , the throne free from the contagion 
Cj fhijm. See Matner's Sermon on the lath of May 
1700, Thus he ridicules the univerfity, while he* 
is eating their bread. The whole univerfity comes 
with the moil: loyal addreiTes, yet that goes for no- 
thmg. If one indifereet m^in drops an indifereet 

word, all muft anfwer for it. 

Page 2 86. By allowing all , who hold )io opinions 
•prejudicial to the Jlate, and contribute equally with their 
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fdlovJ-jubjefts to its fupport, equal privileges in if. 
iiut who denies that of the diilenters ? The Calvi- 
nill: feneme, one would not think, proDer for mo¬ 
narchy. Therefore, they fall in with the Scotch, 
Geneva, and Holland ; and when they had Hrength 
here, they pulled down the monarchy. But 1 will 
tell an opinion they hold prejudicial to the Hate in 
his opinion ; and that is, that they are againft tole- 
lation ; of which, if I do not (hew him ten times 
more in (lances from their greateH writers, than he 
can do of paflive obedience among the clergy I 
have done. 

Does net juft ice demand, that they who alike contri¬ 
bute to the burden , Jhoulcl alike receive the advantage ? 
Here is another of his maxims clofely put, without 
conlidering what exceptions mav be made. The 
1 apifls have contributed doubly'(being fo taxed; 
therefore, by this rule, they ought to have double 
advantage. Protection in property, leave to trade 
anu purchafe, etc . are enough for a government 
to give. Employments in a (late are a reward for 
thole who entirely agree with it, etc. For exam- 
pie, a man, who, upon all occafions, declared his 
opinion of a commonwealth to be preferable to a 
monarchy, would not be a fit man to have employ¬ 
ments ; let him enjoy his opinion, but not be in 
a capacity of reducing it to practice, etc. 

Page 287. There can be no alteration in the cjla- 
hdjhcd mode of church difeipline , which is not made in 
a legal way. Oh, but there are feverai methods to 
compafs this legal way, by cuDning, fadtion, indu- 
flry. The common people, he^knows, maybe 
wrought upon by priefts; thefe may influence the 
faction, and fo compafs a very pernicious law, and 
in a legal way ruin the Hate; as King Charles I. 
began to be ruined in a legal way, by palling bills, 
etc. 

Page 288 As every thing is perfection, which puls 
a mar. in a worfe condition than his neighbours. It is 

hard 
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hard to think fometimes whether this man is hired 
to write for or againft dilTcnters and the lefts. This 
is their opinion, although they will not own it fo 
roundly Let this be brought to practice : Make 
a Quaker lord chancellor, who thinketh paying 
tythes unlawful. And bring other inftances to 
fhew that feveral employments affect the church. 

Ibid. Great advantage which both church and fate 
have get by the kindnefs already Jbown to dijfenters . 
Let them then be thankful for that. We humour 
children for their good fometimes, but too much 
may hurt. Obferve, that this 64th paragraph juft 
contradicts the former. For, if we have advantage 
by kindnefs (hewn diffenters, then there is no ne- 
ceffity of banifhment, or death. 

2<;o. Chriji never defignedthe holy Sacrament Jhculd 
be pr oft it ut eel to Jerve a party . And then people Jhould 
be bribed by a place to receive unworthily . Why, the 
bufinefs is, to be fure, that thofe who are employ¬ 
ed are of the national church; and the way to 
know it is, by receiving the facrament, which all 
men ought to do in their own church ; and if not, 
are hardly fit for an office ; and if they have thofe 
moral qualifications he mentioneth, joined to reli¬ 
gion, no fear of receiving unworthily. And for 
this there might be a remedy : To take an oath, 
that they are of the fame principles, etc. for that is 
the end of receiving; and that it might be no bribe, 
the bill againft occafional conformity would prevent 
entirely. 

Ibid. Preferring ?ncn not for their capacity , but 
their zeal to the church . The misfortune is, that if 
we prefer diffenters to great pofts, they will have 
an inclination to make themfelvcs the national 
church, and fo there will be perpetual ftruggiing ; 
which cafe may be dangerous to the fhue : For men 
are naturally wifhing to get over others to their 
own opinion : Witncfs this writer, who hath pu- 
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biilhed as Angular and abfurd notions as poffible, 
yet hath a mighty zeal to bring us over to them 
etc. 9 

Page 292. Here are two pages of fcurrilous 
faction, with a deal of reflections on great perfons. 
Under the notion of high-churchmen, he runs 
down all uniformity and church-government. 
Here is the whole lower houfe of convocation, 
which reprefents the body of the clergy and both 
univerfities, treated with rudenefs by an obfeure 
corrupt member, while he is eating their bread. 

Page 294. The reafon why the middle fort of 'pea- 
p^e retain Jo much of their ancient virtue , £zc. is be• 
caufe nofuh pernicious notions are the ingredients of 
toeir education ; -which it is a fgn are infinitely abfurd 
when fo many of the gentry and nobility can , notwith- 
Jlanding their prepoffeffm, get clear of them. Now, 
the very fame argument lies againlt religion, mo¬ 
rality, honour, and honefty, which are, it feems, 
but prejudices of education, and too many get clear 
ot them, i he middle fort of people have other 
things to mind than the factions of the age. 
rie always afligneth many caufes, and fometimes 
with realbn, lince he maketh imaginary elieCts, 
He quarrels at power being lodged in the clergy: 
When there is no reafonable proteftant, clergy or 
laity, who will not readily own the inconveniencies 
by too great power and wealth, in any one body of 
men, ecclefiaftics, or feculars : But on that account 
to weed up the wheat with the tares ; to banifli all 
religion, becaufe it is capable of being corrupted ; 
to give unbounded licence to all feels, etc .—And if 
herefies had not been uftd with fome violence in 
the primitive age, we fhould have had, inflead cf 
true religion, the moil corrupt one in the world. 

3f6. The Dutch' and the reft of our pres by* 
terian allies , &c. The Dutch will hardly thank 
him for this appellation. The French huguenots, 
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and Geneva proteftants themfelves, and others, 
have lamented the want of epifcopacy, and appro¬ 
ved ours, &c. In this and the next paragraph, 
the author introduceth the arguments he formerly 
ufed, when he turned papift in King James’s time ; 
and loth to lofe them, he gives them a new turn ; 
and they are the flrongeft in his book, at leaft have 
mod artifice. 

Page 333. It is plain , nil the power the bifoops 
have is derivedfrom the people , See. In general the 
diftinclion lies here. The permifilve power of ex- 
erciiing jurifdi&ion, lies in the people, or legifla- 
ture, or adminiftator of a kingdom ; but not of 
making him a biiliop. As a phyfician that com- 
menceth abroad, may be fuffered to praflife in 
London or be hindered ; but they have not the 
power of creating him a .doctor, which is peculiar 
to an univerfity. This is fome allufion ; but the 
thing is plain, as it feemeth to me, and wanteth no 
fubterfuge, etc. 

Page 338. A journeyman hijhop to ordain for him. 
Doth any man think, that writing at this rate, does 
the author’s caufe any fervice ? Is it his wit or his 
Ipleen that he cannot govern ? 

Page 364. Can any have a right to an office with¬ 
out having a right to do ihofc things in which the office 
confifts ? I anfvver, the ordination is valid. But a 
man may prudentially foibid to do fome things. 
As a clergyman may marry without licence or 
banns; the marriage is good; yet he is punifhable 
for it. 

Page 368. A choice made by perfons who have no 
right to cbufc y is an err our of the fujl concoElion. That 
battered fimile again ; this is hard. I wifli the 
phyficians had kept that a fecret, it lietk fo ready 
for him to be witty with. 

Page 370. If prefer iption can make mere nullities 
to becomes good and valid\ the laity may be capable of all 
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manner of ecclefiaflical power , Sec. There is a differ¬ 
ence ; for here the fame way is kept, although 
there might be breaches ; but it is quite otherwise, 
if you alter the whole method from what it was at 
fir ft. We fee bifhops : There always were bifhops: 
It is the old way (till. So a family is hill held the 
fame, although we are not fure of the purity of 
every one of the race. 

Page 380. It is faid"> That every nation is not a com- 
pleat body politic within itfelf as to ecclejiajlicals. But 
the whole church , Jay they , compofes fuch a body , and 
Chrijl is the head of it. But Cbrijl's headjhip 
makes Chrijlians no more one body politic with refpeft to 
ecclefiaflicals than to civils . Here we muff fhew the 
reafon and neceflity of the church being a corpo- 
poration all over the world : To avoid herefies, 
and preferve fundamentals, and hinder corrupting 
of feripture, See. But there are no fuch neceffi- 
ties in government, to be the fame every where. 
See. It is fomething like the colleges in an univer- 
lity ; they all are independent, yet joined, are one 
body. So a general council confifteth of many 
perfons independent of one another, See. 

However, there is fuch a thing as Jus gentium , 
See . And he that is doctor of phyfir, or law, is 
fo in any univerfity in Europe, like the refpublica 
liter aria. Nor to me does there feem any thing 

contradicting, or improper in this notion of the 
catholic church; and for want of fuch a commu¬ 
nion, religion is fo much corrupted, and would be 
more, if there were [not] more communion in 
this than in civils. It is of no import to man¬ 
kind how nations are governed; but the preferving 
the purity of religion is beft held up by endeavour¬ 
ing to make it one body over the world. Some¬ 
thing like as there is in trade. So to be able to 
communicate with all Chriffians we come among, 
Vo l. XL N is 
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is at leaft to be wiflxed and aimed at as much as we 
can. 

Page 384. In a word , if the bijhops are not fu - 
preme , &c. Here he reailumeth his arguments for 
Popery, that there cannot be a body-politic of the 
church through the whole world, without a villble 
head to have recourfe to Thefe were formerly 
writ to advance popery, and now to put an abfur- 
dity upon the hypothefis of a catholic church. As 
they fay in Ireland, in King James’s time, they 
built mafs-houfes which we make very good barns 
of. 

Page 388. Bifops arc, under a premo?iire, obliged 
to cQofinn and conjee? ate the per Jon named in the Conge 
d'elire. This perhaps is complained of. He is 
permitted to do it. We all allow the legiflature 
may hinder, if they pleafe ; as they may turn out 
Chriftianity, if they think fit. 

Page 389* h ls the magijlrate who impowers them 
to do more for other bijhops than they can for themfeIves , 
ftnee they cannot appoint their own fucceffcrs . Yes 
they could, if the magiftrate would let them. Here 
is an endlefs fplutter, and a parcel of perplexed dis¬ 
tinctions upon no occafion. All that the clergy 
pretend to, is a right of qualifying men for the 
miniftry, fomething like what an univerfity doth 
with degrees. This power they claim from God, 
and that the civil power cannot do it as pleaflng to 
God without them ; but they may chule whether 
they will fuffer it or no. A religion cannot be 
crammed down a nation’s throat againft their will ; 
but when they receive a religion, it is fuppofed 
they receive it as their converters give it; and, up¬ 
on that foot, they cannot juftly mingle their own 
methods, that contradict that religion, &c. 

Page 390. With us the bijhops aft only minifterial- 
ly and by virtue of the regal commijfion , by which the 
prince frmly enjoins and commands them to proceed in 

chafing 
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<hufv.ig % confirming , and confecratirig , &c. Suppofe 
we held it unlawful to do fo : How can we help it ? 
But does that make it rightful, if it be not fo ? 
Suppofe the author lived in a heathen country, 
where a law would be made to call Chriftianity i- 
dolatrous ; would that be a topic for him to prove 
it lo by. See. And why do the clergy incur a pre- 
munire To frighten them-—Becaufe the law un- 
derftandeth, that, if they refufe, the chofen can¬ 
not be a bilhop: Bur, if the clergy had an order to 
do it otherwife than they have" preferred, they 
ought and would incur an hundred rather. 

Page ^02. I believe the catholic churchy &c. Here 
he ridicules the Apoftles creed.—Another part of 
his fcheme. By what he fays in thefe pages, it is 
certain, his defign is either to run down Chriftia¬ 
nity, or fet up Popery; the latter it is more chari¬ 
table to think, and, from his paft life, highly pro¬ 
bable. 

Page 405. That which gave the Papi/ls fo great 
advantage was , clergymens talking fo very inconfifient 
with tbemfehes, &c. State the difference here be¬ 
tween our reparation from Rome, and the diflenters 
from us, and fhew the faifenels of what he faith, 

I wjfli he would tell us what he leaveth for a cler¬ 
gyman to do, if he may not inftruft the people in 
religion, and if they lhould not receive his initruc- 
tions. 

Page 41 r. The refiraint of the prefs a badge of 
Popery. Why is that a badge of Popery > Why 
not reftrain the prefs to thofe who would confound 
religion, as in civil matters. But this toucheth 
himfelf. He would ftarve perhaps, &c. Let him 
get lome honefter livelihood then. It is plain, all 
his arguments againft conftraint, &c. favour the 
Papifts as much as diffenters ; for both have opi¬ 
nions that may aftcCc the peace of the ftate, 

N 2 Page 
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P a ge 413. Since this difcourfe> &c. And muft we 
have another volume on this one fubjedt of inde¬ 
pendency ? Or, is it to fright us ? I am not of 
Dr Hickes’s mind, il venge, I pity the 
readers, and the clergy that muft anfwer it, be 
it ever fo infipid. Reflect on his farcaftic conclu- 
lion, <bc. 
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ANSWER 

T O T H E 


CRAFTSMAN 


Of Dec. 12, 1730, 

On a very interefting Subjedt, relative to 

IRELAND. 

To which is prefixed, 

The CRAFTSMAN itfelf. 


The CRAFTSMAN. 


N°. 232 Sat. Dec. 12. 1730. 

•"pHE following article, which hath lately appear- 
ed in the news-papers, deferveth our imme¬ 
diate confideration, viz. 

“ They write from Dublin, that an officer from 
11 every regiment in the French fcrvice is arrived 

“ there, 
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“ there, in order to raife recruits for their rcfpec- 
“ tive corps ; which is not to be done in a clan- 
dcftine manner, as formerly (when fevcral per- 
u fons fuffered death for it) but publicly. Thefc 
“ gentlemen are to difperfe themfelves into the fe- 
veral counties, where they have the beft inter- 
eft ; and a field-officer is to reflde conftantly at 
Dublin to hear all complaints, which may be 
“ made by any of the recruits againft their officers; 

“ and alfo to prepare for fending them off.- 

“ Count Broglio hath been foliciting an order to 
** this purpofe, thefe two years.** 

When I fir ft read this account in the public 
prints, I looked upon it as a common piece of falfe 
intelligence, and was in full expectation of feeing 
it contradifted in the next day*s papers, according 
to frequent cuftom; but having fincc heard it con¬ 
fidently affirmed to be true, (although I can hardly 
yet believe it ; efpecially, as to every part) the duty 
which I owe my country, and my zeal for the pre- 
fent eftabliffiment, oblige me to take fome notice 
of an affair, which I apprehend to be of very great 
importance to both. 

It will be neceffary, in the firft place, to give the 
reader a ffiort account of the nature of thefe troops, 
as they are now eftablifhed in France. 

They confift, as we have been informed, of one 
regiment of horfe, and five regiments of foot, all 
doubly or trebly officered ; fo that they are of 
themfelves a very confiderable "body of men. 

But their number is the leaft point to be confi- 
dered in this affair. There are other circumftan- 
ces, which render thefe troops infinitely more for¬ 
midable to Great Britain. They are not only all 
Roman Catholics, but the moft dangerops of that 
communion, with refpeft to us, I mean Roman 
Catholic fubje&s of our own dominions; many of 
whom have been obliged to fly their native country 
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on account of rebellions and confpiracies, in which 
they have been engaged ; and all of them devoted 
by inclination ; by intereft, by confcience, by every 
motive human and divine, to the fervice of the 
Pretender, in oppofition to the Proteftant fuccef- 
fion in his Majefty’s royal family. 

Fo this we may add, that they are generally e- 
fieemed the bell: forces in the French fervice , that 
they have always behaved themfelves as fuch in the 
late wars; and are commanded by officers of ap¬ 
proved courage, as well as great ffiill and experience 
in military affairs. 

It is laid likwife, that the ferjeants, corporals, 
and private men are fo well-feafoned to danger, 
and expert in their duty, that, by a gradual pro¬ 
motion, they could furnifh officers for a very for¬ 
midable army, in cafe of any fudden invafion or 
infurreftion. 

In the next place, it will not be improper to ex¬ 
amine this affair with regard to our laws. 

It is made felony, by aft of parliament in Ire¬ 
land, for any fubjeft of that kingdom to inlift him- 
felf, or to inlift others, in the fervice of any fo¬ 
reign ftate; and it is well known that multitudes 
of poor wretches havefuftered death upon that ac¬ 
count. 

We know it may be faid, that a power is referr¬ 
ed to his Majefty, by a claufe in that aft, to dif- 
penfe with ir, by granting any foreign prince a li¬ 
cence to raife forces in his dominions, and in¬ 
demnifying his fubjefts from the penalties of the 
law. 

Although it is far from my intention to difpute 
any of his Majefty’s legal prerogatives, or to call 
the wifdom of the legiflaturein queftion, yet I muff 
take the liberty to obferve, that fuch powers have 
been fometimes granted out of complailance to the 
crown, that the prince’s hands may not be abfolute- 
ly tyed up, and in full confidence that they will ne¬ 
ver 
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ver be exerted but for the benefit of this nation* 
or poflibly of fome proteftant ally, upon great e- 
mergencies of date. The exercife of the preroga¬ 
tive, in thefe cafes, is therefore merely a pruden¬ 
tial part, which is left to the difcretion of the prince 
and his miniders, who ought always to be fuppofed 
the bed: judges of thefe affairs ; and therefore how 
ridiculous would it be to fend to the attorney-gene¬ 
ral for his opinion in fuch a cafe, who can be a 
competent judge of nothing but the legality of it, 
and whether the affair be actionable or not ; but 
miniders ought to regulate their conduct, in thefe 
refpe£ts, according to the duration of affairs, and 
the exigencies of government. 

I mud therefore beg leave to condder the prefent 
fubjedt of the Irifh forces, in this light. 

It will not be denied, I prefume, that a licence 
to recruit Roman Catholic regiments of Englifh 
iubjedls, in foreign fervice, and in the intered of a 
pretender to the crown, (which is death by the 
law, without his Majedy’s permiffion) is a favour 
of a very extraordinary nature, and ought to be 
attended with fome extraordinary circumdances. 
I confefs that I can fee no fuch extraordinary cir¬ 
cumdances at prefent; unlefs it fhould be faid that 
this favour was granted, in order to engage our 
good allies in the demolition of Dunkirk; but I 
hope they have more generofirv than to indd upon 
fuch hard terms for the effectual performance of 
that, which they are obliged by treaty to do. I am 
fure, fuch conditions feem unreafonable on our 
part, after we have made them fo many other con- 
ceflions; particularly with relation to the flag and 
Santa Lucia ; which, I think, are fufllcient to make 
them comply with all our demands, without expect¬ 
ing any farther favours, and even fupererogations 
of friendfliip. 

Perhaps my adverfaries (if they have any con¬ 
ceit) may take an opportunity of ridiculing me foi 

writing 
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W riting in this ftrain ; but as it fometimes ferveth 
their turn to make me a great man, and to argue 
again ft me as fuch, I will for once fuppofe myfelf 
; and, methinks, if I had the honour of being 
but half an hour in that ftation, I could reafon a- 
gainft fuch an order, for the good of my king and 
my country, in the following manner : 

r. Thefe troops have always been made ufe of, 
whenever there hath been any attempt in favour 
of the pretender; and indeed they are, upon ma¬ 
ny accounts, the fitted: for this purpofe. They are 
our fellow-fubjefts ; they fpeak our language ; are 
acquainted with our manners ; and do not raife that 
aver lion in the people, which they naturally con¬ 
ceive againft other foreign troops, who underftand 
neither. I am afraid, I may add, that they are 
kept up, for this purpofe, in entire regiments, 
without fuffering them to be mixed with the troops 
oFany other nation. It is well known, at leaft, 
that they lupplied the late King James with a 
nurfery of loldiers, who were always ready for his 
fcrvice, whenever any opportunity offered itfelf for 
his reftoration ; and that, at this time, the Preten¬ 
der is always the bait made ufe of by threir officers 
to raife recruits. They never mention the King 
oF France, or the King of Spain, upon thefe oc- 
cafions ; but lift the poor wretches under an affu- 
rance, that they are entered into the fervice of 
him, whom they call their natural and rightful 
king. I will not fufpeeft the prefent fidelity of 
France, and their cordiality to the Proteftant efta- 
blifhment $ yet methinks we might eafily excufe 
ourfelves from furnifhing them with inftruments, 
which they may employ againft us, whenever am¬ 
bition, or reafons of ftate, fhall diflolve their pre¬ 
fent engagements, and induce them to efpoufe the 
caufe of the Pretender again. 

( 2. It is very probable that his Catholic Majefty 
(who hath likewife feveral regiments of this kind 
Vol. XI. O in 




io6 


THE CRAFTSMAN. 

in his fervice) will expert the fame favour of re¬ 
cruiting them in Ireland ; and that he may, in cafe 
of refufal, make it a pretence, at any time, for 
quarrelling with us, interrupting our commerce, 
and difturbing us again in the poiTeifion of Gibral¬ 
tar. And here it is proper juft to take notice, that 
thefe troops did his Catholic Majcfty the moft emi¬ 
nent lervice in the laft liege of that important 
place. He may complain, perhaps, of our partia¬ 
lity to France, and aliedge, that we dp not treat 
Spain in the fame manner we expect to be treated 
by them, as one of the moft favoured nations. 

3. The kingdom of Ireland feemeth, at this 
time, in a very ill condition to admit of any fuch 
draughts out of her dominions. She hath been 
already fo much exhaufted by the voluntary tranf- 
portation of multitudes of her inhabitants, (who 
have been prevailed upon, by the calamities of their 
own country, to feek their bread in other parts of 
the world) that the interpofition of parliament was 
found neceftary to put a flop to it ; and iliall we 
iuffer any foreign power to drain her ftill farther 
under fuch circumftances ; efpecially in this man¬ 
ner, and for this purpofe ? I do not hear that this 
licence is confined to any particular number of 
men. It is confciTed, I think, that they want a- 
bove two thoufand men to complete their corps ; 
and who knoweth but they may defign to raile a 
great many more than they care to own ; or even 
to form fome new regiments of thefe troops ? But 
fuppofing they are confined to a certain number of 
recruits, and that Ireland were in a capacity to fpare 
them; it is well known how eafily fuch limitations 
are evaded, and how difficult it is to know when 
people conform exactly to the terms of their corn- 
million. This was iufiiciently explained in the 
late famous controverfy, concerning Mr. * Wood’s 


* See the Drjpier's Letters. 
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patent for fupplying Ireland with a particular funi 
of copper-haltpence ; and the arguments upon 
that fubjedl may be applied to this, with fome al¬ 
lowances for the difference between the two cafes. 
It may, perhaps, be faid I ike wife, that all the vi¬ 
gilance of the miniftry hath been hitherto found 
ineffectual to prevent the French from clandeftinely 
recruiting thefe regiments with Irifh catholics : 
and, therefore, that we may as well allow them to 
do it openly ; nay, that it is our intereft to let them 
purge Ireland of her Popifh inhabitants as much 
as they pleafe ; but I deny this for feveral reafons, 
which I fhall mention prefenrly ; and if it were 
really the cafe, that the French can at any time re¬ 
cruit thefe troops clandeftinely, I cannot fee any 
real on why they fhould folicite an order fo pref- 
fingiy, for two years together, to do it openly, 
unlds they have fome other delign. Ought not e- 
ven this conftderation to put us a little upon our 
guard ; and is it not a tacit confeflion, that thefe 
troops are thought to be of more importance to 
them than we ought to wifh ? Befides, are we to li¬ 
cence and authorife a mifehievous practice, becaufe 
we cannot totally prevent it ? Every onejuftly ap¬ 
plauded his Majefty’s lingular hrmnefs and refolu* 
tion in fupporting the rights of his German fub- 
jedls, when an attempt was made to feduce fome of 
them into the King of Pruffia’s fervice, although 
perhaps it is impoffible to prevent that pra&ice en¬ 
tirely. We ah remember that the inlifting a mil¬ 
ler’s fon, and a few other ordinary peafants, oc- 
caftoned fuch a mifunderftanding between the two 
crowns, as proceeded almoft to a rupture. Nor 
was the zeal of the Englifti parliament backward 
on this occafion; but, on this confideration, a- 
rnongft others, refolved to keep up a body of 
12,000 Heffian troops in our pay, which have al¬ 
ready coft us above a million of money. I am con¬ 
fident, therefore, that the fame paternal care will 
O 2 always 
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always influence his Majefty to guard and protect 
his Britiffi lubjctfts in the fame manner ; and, if a- 
n y meafure ihould be taken, which favours too 
much of the french intereft, and feemeth of dan¬ 
gerous confequence to the intereft of his family, 
the world can impute it to nothing but the deceit¬ 
ful reprefen rations of thofe, who lie under fuch 
pat ticul.tr obligations to the court of France, that 
they can refufe them nothing. 

Such a licence feemeth to give encouragement to 
the people of Ireland to continue Roman Catholics, 
flnee they are lure to meet with a provifion both in 
the French and Spanifli fervice; whereas, we al¬ 
ways rejttft them in our troops, and abfolutely 
prohibit our officers to recruit in Ireland. Now, 
although it may not be lafe to truft them in our ar¬ 
mies ; yet certainly we ought not to give the leait 
encouragement to their entering into foreign fer¬ 
vice ; efpecially into fuch compact bodies as thefe 
regiments. Anti here it will not be amifs to relate 
a ftory much more to the honour of an Englilh 
nobleman, who hath alfo one of the largeft eftates 
in Ireland of any man in the kingdom. "When he 
went to vifit the invalids in France, a place in the 
nature of our Chelfea college here, all the Iriffi of¬ 
ficers and loldicrs of that hofpital drew out in a 
body to do him particular honours. We can make 
no queftion that their chief view was to have fome 
prefent from his lordfltip; but though he hath an 
heart as well difpofed to generous charity as any 
man, and a purfe well able to anfwer the dilates of 
it; yet out of regard to his country, for which he 
hath likewife the moft difinterefted zeal, his anfwer 
“ ,h *“ was onl y this: “ Gentlemen, I am very 
i< ! . e l ^ le honour you have done me, and 
heartily pity your misfortunes ; but as you have 
‘ drawn th «u upon yourfelves, by ferving againft 
youi country, you muft not expc<ffc any rclie£ 
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or reward for me, for having luffered in a fer- 
“ vice > which I wifh you had never engaged.” 

5. Is there not fome reafon to apprehend, that 
this licence may, at one time or other, prove a 
fnare to that country, and draw many people into 
their deftruction ; for,, unlc-fs it is made perpetual, 
can it be fuppofed that all the poor ignorant 
wretches in the kingdom fhould be apprized how 
long this licence is to be in force ? or when thev 
may lift with impunity, and when they may not > 
Befides, as it may be prefumed that thefe officers 
will never go, for the future, upon fuch errands, 
without fome pretended orders, when the real one’ 
is expired ; i'o they will find it no difficult matter 
to impofe fuch a counterfeit upon illiterate people, 
who may thus incur the penalties of the law, with¬ 
out knowing any thing of the matter. Such a 
method of providing for perfons, whofe principles 
render them unferviceable in our army, is indeed 
a little more charitable than a late * projeft for 
preventing Iriffi children from being ftarvcd, by 
fatting them up, and felling them to the butcher. 

6. I have often heard that the.'e troops have been 
made ufe of, in parliament", as an argument for 
keeping up a ftanding army in England; and I 
think we need not take any meafurcs to render 
that argument ftronger. God knows, there are 
too many arguments always ready upon fuch occa- 
fions. 

I might infifi: upon fome other points, which 
this affair naturally fuggeftcth to a confidering 
mincl; particularly, the danger of fuffering feveral 
bigotted Iriffi papifts in foreign fervice, to difperfe 
themlelves into thofe counties where they have the 
beff intereft, and to ffrole about Ireland amongfr 
their relations and old acquaintance, of the fame 
principles with themlelves. Are we fure that they 

* Scu Vol III. 0.' ih: iuThor's vvc.Jcs. 
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will not make a bad ufe of this liberty by inquiring 
into the ftrength of their party, by giving them 
hopes, and taking an opportunity to concert mea- 
fures for the advantage of their caufe ? Have we 
noreafon to apprehend that they may endeavour to 
raife fcamen as well as foldiers, under colour of 
this order ? or engage great numbers of their coun¬ 
trymen to tranfport themfelves over to the French 
colonies and plantations in the Weft Indies, which 
are already grown formidable to the trading inter- 
eft of Great Britain in thofe parts ? 

But whatever may be the motives to fuch an ex¬ 
ordinary favour, or the confequences of it, I am 
fure it is the ftrongeft mark of our confidence in 
France, and fuch an one as, I believe, they would 
not place in us, upon any occafion, I will illuftrate 
this by a parallel cafe. 

The French Proteftants, who fled over hither 
from a perfecution on account of religion, never dif- 
covered any principles, which were incompatible with 
the civil government of France, nor ever fet up a- 
ny pretender to the prefent Royal Family of that 
kingdom ; and yet, if we fhould think fit to form 
any confiderablc number of them into complete 
diftinct regiments, to be compofed of French Pro¬ 
teftants only, tnd commanded by French officers, 
without any incorporation of Britifh foldiers, I 
fancy it would give our good allies feme umbrage. 
But I am almoft confident, that they would never 
permit us to fend over a Proteftant French officer 
iiom every regiment to recruit their refpetftive 
corps, by difperfing themfelves into thofe provin¬ 
ces where they have the beft intereft ; or luffer a 
field-officer, in Englifh pay, to refide conftantly in 
Paris, and exercife a fort of martial law in the ca¬ 
pital of their dominions ; I fay, they would hardly 
fuller this, even though our ambafladour fhould 
folicit fuch an order, with the utmoft application, 
for twenty years together. 


And 
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And yet the cafe of the Irifh forces is much 
flronger with refpeft to us. They do not differ 
with us only in matters of religion, 'but hold prin¬ 
ciples abfolutely deftr active of our civil govern¬ 
ment ; and are generally looked upon abroad as a 
Handing army, kept on foot to ferve the Preten¬ 
der upon any occalion. 

1 itiuIl alk a t]ueftion or two, which naturally 
offer themfclves in this place. 

What power is this field-officer to exercile du¬ 
ring his refidence in Dublin ? Is the French mar¬ 
tial law to take place, if any of thefe recruits 
mould happen to repent of what they have done, 
and think ht to defect ? 

Troops are generally armed as foon as thev are 
lnlifted. Is this rule to be obferved in the prefent 
cafe ? If fo, another queition occurreth. It hath 
been found neceflary, for the lecurity of Ireland, 
to reftrain all Roman Catholics from wearing, or 
keeping any arms in their houfes. I alk, there¬ 
fore, whether the authority of this licence is to 
luperlede the laws cf the land ? 1 may go farth-r 

The garrifon of Dublin leldom coniifteth of a- 
bove 800 men for the duty of the place. Suppofmg 
double that number of Popifh recruits Ihould be 
brought thither, in order to be viewed by their 
field-officer, will it be laid that there is no juft ap- 
prehenlion of danger? but as thefe fuggeftions may 
appear to be founded on the infidelity of France 
(a cafe not to be iuppofed at prefent) I prefs them 
no farther. 

I mud however repeat it, that this order is the 
fullefr demon!!ration of the confidence we repofe in 
them ; and I hope they will fcorn to make any bad 
ufe of it : But if it were poffible to fufpect that 
they could have any defign to play the knave with 
us, they could not wifli for a better opportunity to 
promote it, than by luch a power as is now faid to 
be put into their hands. 


I 
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1 hops, my remark on this article of news will 
not be con A rued in a Jacobite fenfe, even by the 
moft proflitute fcribblers of the prefent times ; but 
I mud beg leave to expoAulate a little with the 
public on that mean, infamous practice, which 
tiiefe writers have lately ufed, in explaining fome 
of my papers into treafonable libels ; taking an oc- 
caiion from hence to appear formally in defence of 
the throne, and laying it down, as a point grant¬ 
ed, that there is an a&ual, concerted defign of fet- 
ting aiide the prefent eAablilhment. This is a 
practice which may be of great lervice to the real 
enemies of the prelect government ; and every Ja¬ 
cobite in the kingdom may make ufe of it to pub- 
hfh the mod: explicit invectives on the King and 
his government, under the pretence of interpreting 
the implicit delign of other writings. It is a prac¬ 
tice which was never allowed of till now, and ought 
never to be allowed; for whatever may be the fe- 
cret meaning of any author, fuch explanations are 
certainly libels, which may have a very bad effect 
upon weak minds, and are punifhable "by the laws 
without any extraordinary methods ot conAruc- 
tion. Thefe writers ought to remember the cafe 
of Sir Richard Steele, who publilhed the Preten¬ 
der’s declaration at the beginning of the late reign, 
with an anfwer annexed ; and although he did it 
with a very good delign, yet it was univerfally al¬ 
lowed to be contrary to law ; and, it his principles 
of loyalty had not been very well known, might 
have involved him in a fevere profecution. I fhall 
make no reliexions on thofe, who encouraged fucli 
explanations ; and thofe who are hired to do it arc 
beneath my notice. Let them empty all the trite 
common places of fervile, injudicious flattery, and 
endeavour to make their court by luch naufeous, 
diflioneft adulation, as, I am lure, gives the molt 
offence to thofe perfons, to whom it is paid. Let 
them throw as much foul dirt at me as thev pleafe. 

Let 
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Let them charge me with defigns, which never en¬ 
tered into my thoughts, and cannot juftly be im¬ 
puted to me from any part of my conduit. God 
knoweth my heart, I am as 2ealous for the welfare 
of the prelent Royal Family as the mod fordid of 
thefe fycophants. 1 am fenfible, that our happi- 
nels dependeth on the fecurity of his Majelty’s 
title, and the prefervation of the prefent govern¬ 
ment, upon tliofe principles, which eltablilhed 
them at the late glorious revolution ; and which, I 
hope, will continue to a&uate the condufl of Bri¬ 
tons to the lateft generations. Thefe have always 
been my principles ; and whoever will give himfelf 
the trouble of looking over the courfe of thefe pa¬ 
pers, will be convinced that they have been my 
guide : But I am a blunt, plain-dealing, old man, 
who am not afraid to fpeak the truth; and as I 
have no relilh for flattery myfelf, I fcorn to bellow 
it on others. I have not, however, been fparing 
of juft piaife, nor fiipt any feafonable opportunity 
to diftinguifh the royal virtues of their prefent 
Majeftie»*. More than this I cannot do; and 
more than this, I hope, will not be expedled. 
borne of my expreffions, perhaps, may have been 
thought too rough and unpolilhed for the climate 
of a court; but they flowed purely from the fince- 
nty of my heart ; and the freedom of my writings 
hath proceeded from my zeal for the intereft of 
my king and country. 

With regard to my adverfaries, I will leave every 
impartial reader to judge, whether, even in private 
life, that man is not moft to be depended upon, 
who, being inwardly convinced of the great and 
good qualities of his friend, never loadeth him with 
fulfomc flatteries, but takes the lionefl: liberty of 
warning him againfl the meafures of thofe who are 
endeavouring to miflead him. The cafe is much 

* King George II. and Queen Caroline his Confort. 
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ftronger in public life ; and a crown is befet with 
fo many difficulties, that even a Prince of the moft 
confummate wifdom is not always fufficiently 
guarded againfl: the dangers which furround him, 
from the ftratagems of artful minifters, or the 
blunders of weak ones. Both of them may be e- 
qually bad minifters, and purfue the fame methods 
of fupporting themfelves, by flattering him into 
meafures which tend to his deftruiiion. 

But it is time to draw to a conclufion; and I can 
only add, that if I were really engaged, in any de- 
fign, contrary to the intereft of the prefent eftab- 
lifhment, I fliould have fat down contented, and 
fecretly rejoiced at the affair, which occafioned this 
paper, in head of giving myfelf and the reader fo 
much trouble. C. D . 
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S I R, 

I Detcft reading your papers becaufe I am not of 
your principles, and becaufe 1 cannot endure 
to be convinced. Yet, I was prevailed on to per- 
ufe your Craftsman of December the 12th, where¬ 
in I difcover you to be as great an enemy of this 
country, as you are of your own. You are plea- 
fed to reflect on a project I propofed of making 
the children of Irilh parents to be ufeful to the 
public inftead of being burthenfome ; and you ven¬ 
ture to affert, that your own fcheme is more cha¬ 
ritable, of not permitting our Popilh natives to be 
lifted in the lervice of any foreign prince. 

Perhaps. Sir, you may not have heard of any 
kingdom fo unhappy as this, both in their im¬ 
ports and exports. We import a fort of goods, 
of no intrinGc value, which cofteth us above 
forty thoufand pounds a-year to drefs, fcour, and 
O olilb, which altogether do not yield one penny 
V 9 i> 2 advantage 
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advantage ; and we annually export above fcvere 
hundred thoufand pounds a year in another kind 
of goods, for which we receive not one lingle far¬ 
thing in return : Even the money paid for letters 
ient in tranfadling this commerce being all returned 
to England. But now, when there is a moll lucky 
opportunity offered to begin a trade, whereby this 
nation will fave many thoufand pounds a year, and 
England be a prodigious gainer, you are plea fed, 
without a call, officioufly, and malicioufly, to in- 
terpofe with very frivolous arguments. 

It is well known, that, about lixty years ago, 
the exportation of live cattle from hence to Eng¬ 
land was of great benefit to both kingdoms, until 
that branch of traffic was ftopt by an adl of parlia¬ 
ment on your fide, whereof you have fufficient rea- 
fon to lepent. Upon which account, when ano¬ 
ther adt paired your parliament, forbidding the ex¬ 
portation of live men to any foreign country, you 
were fo wife as to put in a claufe, allowing it to be 
done by his Majefty’s permiffion, under his fign- 
manual, for which, among other great benefits 
granted to Ireland, we are infinitely obliged to the 
Britiffi legiflature. Yet this very grace and favour 
you, Mr. D’Anver, whom we never difobliged, 
are endeavouring to prevent; which, I will take 
upon me to fay, is a manifeft mark of your difaf- 
feftion to his Majefty, a want of duty to the mi¬ 
ni ft ry, and a wicked defign of oppreffing this king¬ 
dom, and a traiterous attempt to leffen the trade 
and manufadtures of England. 

Our trued and bed alty the Mod Chriftian King 
hath obtained his Majedy’s licence, purfuant to 
law, to export from hence fome thoufand bodies 
of healthy, young living men, to fupply his Iriffi 
regiments. 1 he King of Spain, as you aflert your- 
felr, hath deiired the fame civility, and feemeth to 
have at lead as good a claim; fiippofing then that 
there two potentates will only dedre leave to carry 
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©fffix thoufand men between them to France and 
Spain, then by computing the maintenance of a tall, 
hungry Irilhman, in food and cloaths, to be only 
at five pounds a-head, here will be '^o,oco pounds 
•per annum faved clear to the nation, for they can 
find no other employment at home befides begging, 
robbing* or dealing. But, if thirty, forty, or 
fifty thoufand, (which we could gladly fpare) were 
fent on the fame errand, what an immenfe benefit 
mull it be to us ? And, if the two princes, in whole 
fervice they were, fhould happen to be at war with 
each other, how foon would thofe recruits be de¬ 
ft royed, then what a number of friends would the 
Pretender lofe, and what a number of Popifh e- 
nemies all true Protedants get rid of? Add to this, 
that then by filch a practice the lands of Ireland, 
that want hands for tillage, mud be employed in 
grazing, which would fink the price of wool, raw 
hides, butter and tallow, lo th it the Englilh might 
have them at their own rates; and in return lend 
us wheat to make our bread, barley to brew our 
drink, and oats for our horfes, without any labour 
of our own. 

Upon this occafion, I defire humbly to offer a 
fcheme, which, in my opinion, would bed anfwer 
the true iutereds of both kingdoms : For, although 
I bear a mod tender filial affection for England, 
my dear native country ; yet, I cannot deny but 
this noble ifland hath a great fhare in my love and 
efteem, nor can I exprefs how much I delire to fee 
it flouridi in trade and opulence, even beyond its 
prefent happy condition. 

ihe profitable land of this kingdom is, I think, 
usually computed at feventeen millions of acres, all 
which I propofe to be wholly turned to grazing. 
iNO\v, it is found by experience, that one grazier 
and his family can manage two thoufand acres. 
Thus, fixteen millions eight hundred thoufand 
acres may be managed by eight thoufand four 

hundred 
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hundred families, and the fraftion of two hundred 
rhoufand acres will be more than fufficient for cab- 
bins, out houfes, and potatoe gardens; becaufe it 
is to be underftood, that corn of all forts mult be 
lent to us from England. 

Thefe ei^ht thoufand four hundred families may 
be divided among the four provinces, according to 
the number of houfes in each province ; and, mak¬ 
ing the equal allowance of eight to a family, the 
number of inhabitans will amount to 67 thoufand 
two hundred fouls ? to thefe we are to add a 
Handing army of twenty thoufand Engiifn, which, 
together with their trulls, their baltards, and their 
horfe-boys, will, by a grofs computation, very near 
double the count/and be very fufHcient for the 
defence and grazing of the kingdom, as well as to 
enrich our neighbours, expel popery, and keep out 
the Pretender. And left the army ihould be at a 
lols for buiinefs, I think it would be very prudent 
to employ them in collecting the public taxes for 
paying themfelves and the civil lift. 

! advife, that all our owners of thefe lands Ihould 
live conftanrly in England, in order to learn po- 
litenefs, and qualify themfelves for employments : 
Rut, tor fear of increafing the natives in this 
bland, that an annual draught, according to the 
number born every year, be exported to whatever 
prince will bear the carriage ; or traniplanted to 
t .e Englifh dominions on the American continent, 
as a icreen between his Majefty’s Englifh lubjefls 
and the lavage Indians. 

i advife likewife, that no commodity whatfo- 
ever, of this nation’s growth, fhouid be fent to 
any other country, except England, under the pe¬ 
nalty of high treafon; and that all the laid com* 
modifies ihall he fent in their natural ftate, the 
hides raw, the wool uncombed, the flax in the 
Hub , excepting onlyfilh, butter, tallow, and what¬ 
ever cUe will be fpoiled in the carriage. On the 
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contrary, that no goods whatfoever iliall be im¬ 
ported hither, except from England, under the 
lame penalty : That England lliould be forced, at 
their own rates, to lend us over cloaths ready 
made, as well as fhirts and fmocks to the foldieis 
and their trulls: all iron, wooden, and earthen 
ware ; and whatever furniture may be neceflary for 
the cabbins of graziers, with a fufficient quantity 
of gin, and other fpirits, for thofe who can afford 
to get drunk on holidays* 

As to the civil and ecclehaftical adminiftration, 
which I have not yet fully considered, I can fay 
little ; only with regard to the latter, it is plain, 
that the article of paying tythe for fupporting fpe- 
culative opinions in religion, which is fo infup* 
portable a burthen to all true proteftants, and to 
mod churchmen, will be very much leflened by 
this expedient ; becaufe dry cattle pay nothing 10 
the fpiritual hireling, any more than imported 
corn ; fo that the induftrious fhepherd and cow¬ 
herd may lit, every man under his own black¬ 
berry bulh, and on his own potatoe-bed, where 
this happy illand will become a new Arcadia. 

I do likewife propofe, that no money lhall be 
ufed in Ireland, except what is made of leather, 
which likewife lhall be coined in England, and im¬ 
ported ; and that the taxes lhall be levied out of 
the commodities we export for England, and there 
turned into money for his Majelfy’s ufe; and the 
rents to landlords difeharged in the fame manner 
This will be no manner of grievance, for we alrea¬ 
dy fee it very practicable to live without money, and 
lhall be more convinced of it every day. But whe¬ 
ther paper fhall continue to fupply that defeat, 
or whether we lhall hang up all thole who profefs 
the trade of bankers, (which latter I am rather 
inclined to) mull be left to the confideration of 
wifer politicians. That 
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1 hat. which maketh me more zealoufiy bertt 
upon this fcheme is, my tlefire of living in amity 
with our neighbouring brethren ; for we have al¬ 
ready tried all other means, without effect, to that 
blefled end ; And, by the courfe of measures taken 
for fome years pad, it fhould leem that we are all 
agreed in the point. 

1 his expedient will be of great advantage to both 
kingdoms, upon feveral accounts: For, as to Eng* 
and, they have a juit claim to the balance ol trade 
on their fide with the whole world ; and therefore 
our anceftors and we, who conquered this king¬ 
dom for them, ought in duty and gratitude, to let 
them have the whole benefit of that conquefi: to 
xhemfelves ; efpecially, when the conquefi: was 
amicably made, without bloodfhed, by ftipulation 
between the Irifh princes and Henry II. by which 
they paid him, indeed, not equal homage with 
what the electors of Germany do to the emperor, 
but very near the fame that he did to the king of 
France for his French dominions. 

In confequence or this claim from England, that 
kingdom may very reafonably demand the benefit 
of all our commodities in their natural growth, to 
be manufactured by their people, and a fufficient 
quantity of them for our ule to be returned hither 
fully manufactured. 

I hi., on the other fide, will be of great benefit 
to our inhabitants the graziers, when time and la¬ 
bour will be too much taken up in manuring their 
ground, feeding their cattle, (hearing their fheep, 
and fending over their oxen fit for /laughter; to 
which employments they are turned by nature, as 
delcended from the Scythians, whofe diet they are 
fiill io fond of. So Virgil deferibeth it : 

Et lac concretum turn /anguine bibit equine. 
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Which, in Englifh, is Bonnyclabber *, mingled 
with the blood of horfes, as they formerly did, until 
about the beginning of the laft century, when 
luxury, under the form of politenels, began to 
creep in, they exchanged the blood of horfes for 
that of their black cattle; and, by confequencc, 
became lefs warlike than their anceftors. 

Although I propoied that the army fliould be 
colledtors of the public revenues, yet I did not 
thereby intend that thofe taxes fhould be paid in 
gold or filver ; but in kind, as all other rent. For 
the cuftom of tenants making their payments in 
money, is a new thing in the world, little known in 
former ages, nor generally pradtiied in any nation 
at prefent, except this ifland, and the foutherri. 
parts of Britain. But, to my great fatisfaftion, I 
forefee better times ; the ancient manner beginneth 
to be now prattifed in many parts of Connaught, 
as well as in the county of Corke, where the 
’fquires turn tenants themfelves, divide fo many 
cattle to their {laves, who are to provide fuch a 
quantity of butter, hides, or tallow, {till keeping 
up their number of cattle ; and carry the goods to 
Corke, or other port towns, and then fell them to 
merchants. By which invention there is no fuch 
thing as a ruined farmer to be feea ; but the people 
live with comfort on potatoes and bonnyclabber* 
neither of which are vendible commodities abroad. 


* Thick, four-milk. 
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THE 


P R I N T E R’s 

ADVERTISEMENT. 



EN Dr. Swift was at Sir Arthur Achefon’ 5 


” at Markethill in the county of Armagh, an 
oid gentleman was recommended to him, as being 
a remarkable cavalier in the reigns of Charles II. 
James II. and William III. who had behaved with 
great loyalty and bravery in Scotland during the 
troubles of thofe reigns, but was neglected by the 
government, although he deferved great rewards 
from it. As he was reduced in his circumftances. 
Dr. Swift made him a handfome prefent ; but faid 
at the fame time, " Sir, this trifle cannot fupport 
<c you long, and your friends may grow tired of 
<c you ; therefore I would have you contrive fome 
ft honeft means of getting a fum of money, fufE* 
<c cient to put you into a way of life of fupporting 
ct yourfelf with independency in your old age.’* 
To which Captain Creichton (for that was the 
gentleman’s name) anfwered, “ i have tired all my 
“ friends, and cannot expeft any fuch extraordina- 
<c ry favours.” Then Dr. Swift replied, “ Sir, I 
(C have heard much of your adventures; that they 
are frefh in your memory; that you can tell 
<c them with great humour ; and that you have ta- 
i( ken memorandums of them in writing,” To 


which 
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which the Captain faid, “ I have •, but no one can 
“ underftand them but myfelf.” Then. Dr Swift 
rejoined, “ Sir, get your manufcripts, read th«m 
“ to me, and tell me none but genuine flories, and 
cc then I will place them in order for you, prepare 
<c them for the prefs, and endeavour to get you 
c< a fubfeription among my friends, as you may 
c< do among your own,” The Captain, foon after, 
waited on the Dean with his papers, and related 
many adventures to him; which the Dean was fo 
kind as to put in order of time, to correct the ftyle, 
and make a fmall book of, intituled, The ME¬ 
MOIRS of CAPTAIN JOHN CREICHTON. 
A fubfeription was immediately fet on foot, by the 
Dean’s lnterefl and recommendation, which raifed 
for the Captain above two hundred pounds, and 
made the remaining part of his life very happy and 
eafy. 
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READER. 


T HE author of thefe Memoirs, Captain John 
Creighton, is ftill alive, and refides in the 
northern part of this kingdom. He is a very ho- 
neffc and worthy man, but of the old {lamp ; and, 
it is probable, that fome of his principles will not 
relifh very well in the prefent difpofition of the 
world. Kis Memoirs are therefore to be received 
like a pofthumous work, and as containing fafts, 
which very few alive, except himfelf, can remem¬ 
ber: Upon which account, none of his generous 
fubfcribers are, in the leaft, anlwerable for many 
opinions relating to the public, both in church and 
flate, which he fee ms tojuftify; and, in the vin¬ 
dication of which, to the hazard of his life, and 
the lofs of his fortune, he fpent the moll: ufeful 
part of his days. Principles, as the world goes, 
are little more than falhion, and the apoftle tells 
us, that the Fajhion cf this world pafj'eth away. We 
read with pleafure the memoirs of feveral authors, 
whofe party we difapprove, if they be written with 
nature and truth. Curious men are defirous to fee 
what can be faid on both lides: and even the viru¬ 
lent flat relation of Ludlow, though written in the 
fpirit of rage, prejudice, and vanity, doth not want 
its advocates. This inclines me to think, that the 
Memoirs of Captain Creichton may not be unac¬ 
ceptable to the curious of every party ; becaufe, 
from my knowledge of the man, and the teftimony 
of feveral confiderable perfons, of different politi¬ 
cal denominations, I am confident, that he hath 
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not inferred one paffage or circumftance, which he 
did not know, or, from the beft intelligence he 
could get, believed to be true. 

Theie Memoirs are therefore offered to the world 
in their native iimplicity. And it was not with 
little difficulty, that the author was perfuaded by 
his friends to recollect and put them in order, chief¬ 
ly for his own juftification, and partly by the im¬ 
portunity of feverai eminent gentlemen, who had 
a mind that they ffiould turn to fome profit to the 
author. 

The Captain having made over all his little eftate 
to a beloved daughter, upon her marriage, on the 
condition of being entertained in her houfe for the 
fmall remainder of his life, hath put it out of his 
own power, either to fupply his incidental wants, 
to pay fome long contracted debts, or to gratify 
his generous nature in being further uferui to his 
family; on which accounts, he defires to return 
his moft humble thanks to his worthy lubfcribers ; 
and hopes, they will conftder him no further than 
as an honed:, wtdl-meaning man, who, by his own 
perfonal courage and conduct, was able to diftin- 
guiffi himfelf, under many difadvantages, to a de¬ 
gree, that few private lives have been attended with 
fo many fingular and extraordinary events. 

Befldes the great hmplicity in the ftyie and man¬ 
ner of the author, it is a very valuable circumftance, 
that his plain relation corrects many miftaken pai- 
fages in other hiftorians, which have too long paf- 
fed for truths ; and whoever impartially compares 
both, will probably decide in the Captain’s favour: 
For the memory of old men is feldom deceived, in 
what paffed in their youth and vigour of age: And, 
if he hath, at any time, happened to be n.iftaken 
in circumftances of time or place, (with neither of 
which I can charge him) it was certainly againft his 
will, home or his own perfonal diftrefles and ac¬ 
tions. 
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tions, which he hath related, might be almoft the 
fubje& of a tragedy 

Upon the whole, comparing great things to 
fmall, I know not any memoirs that more refemble 
thofe of Philip de Comines (which have received fo 
univerfal approbation) than thefe of Captain 
Creichton, which are told in a manner equally na¬ 
tural, and with equal appearance of truth, altho*, 
I confefs, upon affairs in a more obfcure fcene, and 
of lefs importance. 
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Capt. JOHN CREICHTON. 


HTHE former part of my life having been attend¬ 
ed with lome paffages and events, not very- 
common to men of my private and obfcure condi¬ 
tion, I have (perhaps induced by the talkativenefs 
of old age) very freely and frequently communica¬ 
ted them to feveral worthy gentlemen, who were 
pleafed to be my friends, and fome of them my 
benefactors. Thefe perfons profeiTed themfelves 
to be fo well entertained with my ftory, that they 
often wilhed it could be digefted into order, and 
publilhed to the world, believing that fuch a trea- 
tife, by the variety of incidents, written in a plain 
unaffeCted ftyle, might be, at leaft, fome amufment 
to indifferent readers; of fome example to thofe 
who defire ftri&ly to adhere to their duty and prin¬ 
ciples ; and might ferve to vindicate my reputation 
in Scotland, where I am well known ; that king¬ 
dom having been the chief fcene of my afting, and 
where I have been reprefented by a fanatic rebel¬ 
lious party, as a perjecatoe of the faints, and a man 
of blood. 

Having loft the benefit of a thorough fchool-e'- 
ducation by a molt indifcreet marriage, in all world¬ 
ly view's, although to a very good woman ; and, 
in conlequence thereof, being forced to ieek my 

fortune 
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fortune in Scotland as a foldier, where I forgot all 
the little I had learned, the reader cannot reafon- 
bly expert to be much pleafed with my ftyle, or 
method, or manner of relating: It is enough, if 
I never wilfully fail in point of truth, nor offend 
by malice or partiality . My memory, I thank God, 
is yet very perfect as to things long paft, although, 
like an old man, I retain but little of what hath 
happened fince I grew into years. 

I am likewife very fenfible of an infirmity in ma¬ 
ny authors, who write their own memoirs, and are 
apt to lay too much weight upon trifles, which they 
are vain enough to conceive the world to be as 
much concerned in as themfelves; yet I remember 
that Plutarch, in his lives of great men, (which I 
have read in the Englifh tranflation) fays, that the 
nature and difpofition of a man’s mind may be oft¬ 
en better difeovered by a Jwall circumjlance, than by 
an action or event of the grcatcjl importance . And, 
befides, it is not improbable that grey hairs may 
have brought upon me a vanity , to defire that po- 
flerity may know what manner of man I was. 

I ly under another difadvantage, and indeed a 
very great one, from the wonderful change of opi¬ 
nions, fince I firfi: made any appearance in the 
world. I was bred under the principles of the 
ftridtefl: loyally to my prince, and in an exaft con¬ 
formity in difeipline , as well as doElrine y to the 
church of England; which are neither altered 
nor fhaken to this very day; and I am now too 
old to mend. However, my different fentiments, 
lince my lafl troubles after the revolution, have ne¬ 
ver had the leafl: influence either upon my adtions 
or difeourfe. I have fubmitted myfelf with entire 
refignation, according to St. Paul’s precept, to the 
powers that be . I converfe equally with all parties, 
and am equally favoured by all; and, God knows, 
it is now of little confequence what my opinions 
are, under fuch a weight of age and infirmities, 
R 2 witbi 
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with a very fcanty fubfiftence, which, inftead of 
comforting, will .hardly fupport me. 

But there is another point, which requires a bet¬ 
ter apology than I am able to give : A judicious 
reader will be apt to cenfure me, and, I confefs, 
with reafon enough, as guilty of a very foolilh j'u- 
perjflition in relating my dreams, and how I was 
guided by them with fuccefs, in difeovering one or 
two principal Covenanters . 1 ffiall not eafily allow 

myfelf to be, either by nature or education , more 
fuperfiitious than other men ; but I take the .truth to 
be this : Being then full of zeal againft enthufwjli - 
cal Rebels , and better informed of their lurking- 
holes than mofl: officers in the army, this made lo 
itrong an impreffion on my mind, that it affe&ed 
my dreams, when I was dire&ed to the moft pro¬ 
bable places, almoft as well as if I had been awake, 
being guided in the night by the fame conjectures l 
had made in the day. There could poffibly be no 
more in the matter 5 and God forbid I Ihould 
pretend to a fpirit of divination , which would make 
me refemble thofe very hypocritical Saints, whom it 
was both my duty , and inclination , to bring to jus¬ 
tice, for their many horrid blafpbemics againft God, 
rebellions agajnft their Prince , and barbarities to¬ 
wards their Countrymen and fellow-chriftif ns. 

. My great grandfather, Alexander Creighton, of 
the houfe of Dumfries in Scotland, in a feud be¬ 
tween the Maxwells and the Johnftons, (the chief 
of the Johnftons being the Lord Johnfton, an- 
ceftor of the prelent Marquis of Annandale) fidiqg 
with the latter, and having killed fome of the for¬ 
mer, was forced to fly into Ireland, where he fet¬ 
tled near Kinard, then a woody country, and now 
called Cqlidon: But within a year or two, fome 
friends and relations of thofe Maxwells who had 
been killed in the feud, coming over to Ireland, 
topurfue their revenge, lay in wait for my grand¬ 
father in the wood, and foot him dead, as he wa* 
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going to church. This accident happened about 
the time that James VI. of Scotland came to the 
crown of England. 

Alexander, my great grandfather, left twofons, 
and as many daughters ; his eldeft Ion John, lived 
till a year or two after the rebellion in 1641. Iiis 
houfe was the firit in Ulftcr fet upon by the Irifh, 
who took and impriloned him at Dungannon ; but, 
fortunately making his efcape, he went to Sir Ro¬ 
bert Stuart, who was then in arms for the king, 
and died in the iervice. 

This John, who was my grandfather, left two 
fons, Alexander my father, and a younger Ton, 
likewife named John , who being a child but two or 
three years old at his father’s death, was invited to 
Scotland by the Lady Drumfries, there educated 
by her, and fcnt to fea : He made feveral voyages 
to and from Barbadoes, then fettled in Scotland, 
where he died fome time after the Reftoration, 
leaving, befide a daughter, one fon, who, at my 
charges, was bred up a phyfician, and proved lo 
famous in his profeffion, that he was fent by her 
late iVlajefty Queen Anne, to cure the king of 
Portugal of the venereal difeafe. He had a thou- 
fand pounds paid him in hand, before he began 
his journey; but when he arrived at Lifbon, the 
Portugueze council and phylicians diffuaded that 
Jcing from trufting his perlon with a foreigner. 
However, his majefty of Portugal fhewed him fe- 
veral marks of his efteem ; and, at parting, pre- 
fented him with a very rich jewel, which he l'old 
afterwards for five hundred guineas. He flayed 
there not above fix weeks ; during which time, he 
got confiderable practice. After living many years 
in London, where he grew very rich, he died No¬ 
vember 1726, and, as it is believed, without ma¬ 
king a will, which is very probable ; becaufe, al¬ 
though he had no children, he left me no legacy, 
who was his coufin-german, and had been his 
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greateft benefaclor, by the care and expence of his 
education. Upon this matter, I muft add one cir- 
cumftance more, how little fignificant foever it may 
be to others. Mr. Archdeacon Maurice being at 
London, in order to his journey to France, on ac¬ 
count of his health, went to vifit the dottor, and 
put him in mind of me, urging the obligations I 
had laid upon him. The dodtor agreed to lend me 
whatever turn of money the Archdeacon fhould 
think resjonoble, and deliver it to him on his re¬ 
turn from his travels; but unfortunately the doftor 
died two or three days before the Archdeacon came 
bac k. 

A lexander, my father, was about eighteen years 
old in 1641, The Iiifh rebellion then breaking 
out, he went to Captain Gerard Irvin, his rela^ 
tion, who was then captain of horfe, and after¬ 
wards knighted by King Charles 11. This gentle¬ 
man having a party for the king, foon after joined 
with 5 ir Robert Stuart in the county of Donegal ; 
where, in the courfc of thofe troubles, they conti¬ 
nued fkirmilhing, fomedmes with the Irilli* rebels, 
and fomedmes with thofe of the Englilh parlia¬ 
ment, after the rebellion in England began ; till 
at length Captain Irvin, and one Mr. Stuart, were 
taken prifoners, and put in goal in Derry; which 
city was kept for the parliament againfl the king, 
by Sir Charles Coote. Here my father performed 
a very memorable and gallant adtion, in refeuing 
his relation Captain Irvin, and Mr. Stuart. I will 
relate this tael in ail its particulars, not only be¬ 
came it will do fome honour to my father’s me¬ 
mory, but likewile becaule, for its boldnefs and 
iuccefs, it feems to me very well to dclerve record¬ 
ing. 

My father having received information, that Sir 
Charles Coote, governour of Derry, had publicly 
declared, that Captain Irvin and his companion, 
iliould be put to death within two or three days, 
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communicated this intelligence to feven trufty 
friends, who all engaged to aflift him, with the ha¬ 
zard of their lives, in delivering the two gentlemen 
from the danger that threatened them. They all 
agreed that my father, and three more, at the hour 
of fix in the morning, when the well-gate hood o- 
pen, and the draw-bridge was let down for the go¬ 
vernor’s horfes to go out to water, lliould ride in, 
one by one, after a manner as if they belonged to 
the town, and there conceal themfclves in a friend’s 
houfe till night; at which time my father was to 
acquaint Captain Irvin, and his fellow-prifoner 
with their defign, which was to this purpofe: 
That, after concerting meafures at the prilon, my 
father fhould repair to a certain place on the city- 
wall, and give inilruCtions to the four without, at 
twelve at night : Accordingly, next morning, as 
foon as the gate was open, my father, with his 
three comrades, got into the town, and the fame 
night having fettled matters with the two gentle¬ 
men, that they Ihould be ready at iix next morn¬ 
ing, at which hour, he and his three friends fhould 
call upon them; he then went to the wall, and di¬ 
rected the four, who were without, that as foon as 
they fhould lee the gate open and the bridge drawn, 
one of them fhould walk up to the centry, and ie- 
cure him from making any noife, by holding a pi- 
ftol to his bread: ; after which, the other three 
fhould ride up, and fecure the room where the by- 
guard lay, to prevent them from coming out : 
Moft of the garrifon were in their beds, which en¬ 
couraged my father, and his friends, and much 
facilitated the enterprile : .Therefore precifcly at 
fix o’clock, when the by-guard and centry at the 
weftern gate were fecured by the four without, mv 
father and the other three within being mounted 
on horfeback, with one fpare horfe, in the habit 
of town’s-people, with cudgels in their hands, call¬ 
ed at the goal-door, on pretence 10 fpeak to Cap¬ 
tain 
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tain Irvin and Mr. Stuart. They were both walk¬ 
ing in a large room in the goal, with the goaler 
and three foldiers attending them ; but thefe not 
fufpedting the perfons on horfeback before the 
door, whom they took to be inhabitants of the 
town, my father afked Capt. Irvin, whether he 
had any commands to a certain place, where he 
pretended to be going ? the Captain made fome 
anfwer, but faid they fliould not go before they 
had drank with him $ then giving a piece of money 
to one of the foldiers, to buy a bottle of fack at a 
tavern a good way off, and pretending likewife 
fome errand for another foldier, fent him alfo out 
of the way; there being none now left to guard 
the prifoners but the goaler and the third foldier, 
Capt. Irvin leapt over the hatch-door, and as the 
goaler leapt after, my father knocked him down 
with his cudgel. While this was doing, Mr. Stu¬ 
art tript up the foldier’s heels, and immediately 
leapt over the hatch. They both mounted, Stuart 
on the horfe behind my father, and Ir^in on the 
fpare one, and in a few minutes came up with their 
companions at the gate, before the main-guard 
could arrive, although it was kept within twenty 
yards of the goal door. 

I fliould have obferved, that as foon as Captain 
Irvin and his friend got over the hatch, my fa¬ 
ther and his comrades put a couple of broad fwords 
into their hands, which they had concealed under 
their cloaks, and at the fame time drawing their 
own, were all fix determined to force their way a- 
gainft any who offered to obftru£I them in their 
paffage ; but the difpatch was fo fudden, that they 
got clear out of the gate before the leaft oppofition 
could be-made. They were no fooner gone than 
the town was alarmed : Coote, the Governor, got 
out of his bed, and ran into the fireets in his fhirt, 
to know what the hubbub meant, and was in a 
great rage at the accident . The adventurers met 



















Capt. JOHN CREICHTON. 237 

*he Governor’s groom, coming back with his maf- 
ter’s horfes from watering; they feized the hories, 
and got f.ife to Sir Robert Stuart’s, about four 
miles off, without lofing one drop of blood in this 
hazardous enterprife . 

This gallant perfon (if I may To prefume to call 
my father) had above twenty children by his wife 
Anne Maxwell, of the family oF the Earl of Nid- 
difdale, of whom I was the eldeft; they all died 
young except myfelf, three other boys, and two 
girls ; who lived to be men and women. My fe- 
cond brother I took care to have educated at Glaf- 
gow, but he was drowned at two-and-twenty years 
old, in a dorm, on his return to Ireland. The o- 
ther two died Captains abroad, in the fervice of 
King William. 

I was born on the 8th day of May 1648, At 
Cidlefin, in the county of Donegal. I made fome 
Imall progrefs in learning at the fchool of Dun¬ 
gannon ; but when I was eighteen years old, I ve¬ 
ry inconfiderately married Mrs. Elizabeth Dalgar- 
no, my fchoolnvafter’s daughter, by whom I have 
had thirteen children , who all died young except two 
daughters, married to two brothers, James and 
Charles Young of the county of Tyrone. 

Having been fo very young when I married, I 
•could think of no other courle to advance my for¬ 
tune, than by getting into the army. Captain Ir¬ 
vin, often mentioned already, had a brother who 
was a phyfician at Edinburgh, to whom he wrote in 
my favour, defiring he would recommend me to 
the Marquis of Atholl and others, then at the head 
of affairs in Scotland ; this was in the year 1674. 
There were then but one troop of horfe-guards 
^whereof the Marquis was Colonel) and one regi¬ 
ment of foot-guards, commanded by the Earl of 
Linlithgow, in that kingdom; and they confided 
chidly of gentlemen. 

Dr. Irvin, phyiician to the horfe guards, accor- 
Vol.XI. S dingly 
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dingly prefcnted me to the Marquis of Atholl, re- 
quelling that I might be received into his troop. 
His Lordfhip pretending there was no vacancy* 
was, by the doctor, threatened, in a free jelling 
manner, with a dofe of poifon, inflead of phylic, 
the firll time he Ihould want his Ikill; Weel y weeU 
then , quoth the Marquis, what is your friend’ 
name? Deel tak' me, anfwered the doClor, gin 
ken ; whereupon I was called in, to write my name 
in the roll. I was then ordered to repair to the 
troop at Stirling, with directions to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Cockburn, the commanding officer, to put 
me into which of the four Iquadrons, whereof the 
troops confided, he thought fit. He thereupon 
placed me in his own, and appointed me my quar¬ 
ters. 

Soon after this, the conventicles growing nume¬ 
rous in the wed, feveral parties were drawn out to 
fupprefs them; among uhom I never failed to 
make one, in hopes thereby to be taken notice of 
by my commanders, for I had nothing to recom¬ 
mend me, except my aftivity , diligence , and cou¬ 
rage, being a Granger, and born out of that king- 
’ dom. 

My fird action, after having been taken into the 
guards, was, with a dozen gentlemen more, to go 
in qued of Mas David Williamfon, a noted cove* 
nanter \ fince made more famous in the book cal* 
ed the Scotch Prefbyterian eloquence . I had been 
aflured, that this Williamfon did much frequent 
the houfe of my Lady Cherrytree, within ten miles 
of Edinburgh ; but when I arrived fird with my 
party about the houfe, the lady well knowing our 
errand, put Williamfon to bed to her daughter, 
difguifed in a woman's night drefs . When the 
Troopers went to fearch in the young lady’s room, 
her mother pretended that fhe was not well; and 
Williamfon fo managed the matter, that when the 
daughter railed hei Iclf a little in the bed, to let the 
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troopers fee her, they did not difcover him, and 
jo went off difappointed. But the young lady proved 
with child; and Williamfon, to take off the fcan- 
dal, married her in fome time after. This Wil- 
liamlon married five or fix wives fucceffively, and 
was alive in the reign of Queen Anne; at which 
time 1 faw him preaching in one of the kirks at E- 
dinburgh. It is faid that King Charles the Second, 
hearing of Williamfon’s behaviour in Lady Chcr- 
rytree’s houfe, wilhed to fee the man that diicovered 
fo much vigour while his troopers were in fearch 
of him : And, in a merry way, declared, that 
when he was in the Royal Oak, he could not have 
killed the bonnicjl lafs in Chrijlcndom . 

Some time after this, 'Thomas Dalziel, General 
of the forces in Scotland, an excellent foldier, who 
had been taken prifoner at the famous battle of 
Worcefter, and fent prifoner to the tower, efcap- 
ing from thence into Mufcovy, was made General 
to the Czar; and returning home, after the Refto- 
ration, was preferred by the King, to be General 
of the forces in Scotland, in which poll: he conti¬ 
nued till his death, which happened a little before 
the Revolution. This General commanded fifty of 
the foot guards, with an Enfign, to accompany me, 
and to follow my directions, in the purfuit of a 
notorious rebel , one Adam Stobow, a farmer in 
Fife, near Culrofs. This fellow had gone through 
the weft, endeavouring to ftir up fedition in the 
people, by his great lkill in canting and praying . 
There had been feveral parties fent out after him, 
before I and my men undertook the bufinefs, but 
they could never difcover him. We reached Cul¬ 
rofs at night, where 1 directed the Enfign and all 
the men, to fecure three or four rebels who were 
in the place, while I, with two or three of the fol- 
diers to afiift me, went to StoboVs houfe, about 
a mile and a half from Culrofs, by break of day, 
for fear fome of his friends might give him notice. 

S 2 Before 
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Before I got to the houfe, I obfcrved a kiln in the-* 
way, which I ordered to be iearched, becaufe I 
found there an heap of itravv in the paffage, up to* 
the kiln pot. There I found Stobow lurking, and 
carried him to Guirofs, although his daughter of¬ 
fered me an bundled dollars to let him go. 
We returned immediately to the General at Edin¬ 
burgh, with Stobow and tiie prifoners taken by the 
Enfign at CuLofs. They continued a while in con¬ 
finement,* but Stobow, at his trial,- found friends 
enough to fav-e his life, and was only banifhed ; 
yet be returned home a year after, and proved as 
troubfefome and feditious as ever, till, at the fight 
of Bothwel Bridge, it was thought he was killed, 
for lie was-never beard of afterwards. 

During the time I was in the guards, about two 
years- after the affair of Mas David Williamfon, at 
the Lady Cherry tree’s, I was quaitered with a par¬ 
ty at Bathgate, which is a linall village, twelve 
miles from Edinburgh. One Sunday morning, by 
break of day, I and my comerade, a gallant High¬ 
land gentlemen of the name of Grant, went out 
difguifed in grey coats and- bonnets, in fearch after 
fome conventicle . We travelled on foot eight or 
ten miles into the wild mountains, where we fpied 
three fellows on the top of an hill, whom we con¬ 
jectured to hand there as fpies, to give intelligence 
to a conventicle , when any of the king’s troopers 
fhou!d happen to come that way. There they 
hood, with long poles in their hands, till I and 
my friend came pretty near, and then they turned 
to go down the hill. When we obfcrved this, we 
took a little compafs, and came up with them on 
the other fide ; whereupon they hood hill, leaning 
on their poles. Then 1 bounced forward upon 
one of them, and fuddenly fnatching the pole out 
of his hand, alked him why he carried Inch a pole 
on the Lord’s day ? and at the fame time, knocked 
him down with it. My comeradc imediatcly feized 
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en the fecond and laid him flat, by a grip of his 
hair; but the third took to his heels, and rai> 
down the hill. However, having left my friend to 
guard the two former, i overtook the laft, and 
felled him likewife; but the place being fteep, the 
violence with which I ran, carried me a good way 
down the hill before I could recover mvfelf, after 
the ftroke I had given ; and by the rime I could 
get up again to the place where he lay, the rogue 
had got on his feet, and was fumbling for a lide- 
piHoi that hung at his belt, under his upper coat; 
which as foon as I obferved, I letched him to the 
ground a fecond time with the pole, and fcized on 
his piftol ; then leading him up to the other two, I 
defircd my friend to examine their pockets, and 
lee whether they carried any powder or ball, but 
we found none. 

We then led our prifoners down the hill, at the 
foot of which there was a bog, and on the other 
fide a man fitting on a rock ; when we advanced 
near him, leaving our prifoners in the keeping of 
my friend, I ran up towards the man, who fled 
down on the other Ude. As foon as I had reach' 
ed the top of the rock, there appeared a great 
number of people, aflembfed in a glin, to hear the 
preaching of Mas John King, as 1 underftood af¬ 
terward, whofe voice was fo loud, that it reached 
the ears of thofe who were at the greateft diftance, 
which could not, 1 think, be lefs than a quarter of 
a mile ; they all Handing before him, and the wind 
favouring the ftrength of his lungs. When my 
friend had brought the three prifoners to the top 
of the rock, where I waited for him, they all broke 
loofe, and ran down to the conventicle : But my 
friend advancing within about forty yards of that 
rabble, commanded them in his Majefty’s name to 
depart to their own homes. Whereupon, about 
forty of their number, with poles in their hands,, 
drew out from the reft, and advanced againft us 
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two, who had the courage , or rather the tcmeHty, 
to face lo great a company, which could not be 
fewer than a thoufand. As this party of theirs 
was preparing with their long poles to attack me 
and my friend, it happened v.rry luckily, that a 
fine gelding, fadlcd and bridled, with a pillion 
likewile upon him, came up near us, in fearch for 
better graft ; I caught the horfe, and immediately 
mounted him, which the reft of the ccnvcnticlcrs 
cbferving, they broke up and followed as faft as 
they could, ioine on horfeback, and the reft on 
toot, to prevent me from going off with the horfe ; 
but I put him to the gallop, and fuftering him to 
chufe his own way through the mountain, which 
was full of bogs and hags , got out of reach. JVlv 
friend kept up with me as long as he could, but 
having run a mile through fuch difficult places, he 
was quite fpent, and the conventiclcrs hard at his 
heels ; whereupon he called to me for affiftance, 
and I alighting, put him upon the horfe, bid¬ 
ding him to make the belt of his way to the laird 
of Podifhaw’s, about two miles oft'. By this time 
we faw twelve covenanters on horfeback, who ad¬ 
vanced towards us by a fhorter cut, and blocked up 
a gap, through which we were, of ncceftity, to 
pafs. I undertook to clear the gap for my friend * 
and running towards the rogues, with my broad 
fword and piftol, foon forced them to open to the 
right and left : My comerade got through, and 
was purfued a good way ; but he fo laid about him 
with his broad fword, that the purfuers, being un¬ 
armed, durft nor feize him. in the mean time I, 
who was left on foot, kept the covenanters 9 who 
followed me at a proper diftance; but they pelted 
me with clods, which I fometimes returned, till at 
laft, after chafing me about a mile, they faw a 
party of troopers in red, paffing by, at fome dif¬ 
tance ; and then they gave over their purfuit. 

The troopers, obferving my friend galloping and 
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pur filed, imagined he was fome fanatic preacher , 
till they came to an old woman on a hill, whom 
my friend had defired to deny his .being gone that 
way ; upon which they went off to their quarters, 
and he got fafe to Poddifhaw’s, whether I foon af¬ 
ter arrived. The laird of Poddifhaw had been that 
day at church ; from whence, returning with the 
laird of Pocammock, who lived about a mile off, 
they both wondered how the horfe got thither, for 
Pocammock was the owner of the horfe, and his 
lady had rode on it that day to the conventicle y with¬ 
out her hulband’s knowledge, having been feduced 
thither by fome fanatic neighbours, for (he had 
never been at their meetings before. My friend 
and I acquainted the two lairds with the whole ad¬ 
venture of that day : And, after dinner, Pocam¬ 
mock requefted to let him have the horfe home, 
thereby to ftifie any reflexion his lady might bring 
upon him, or herfelf, by going to a conventicle ; he 
likewife invited us to dine next day at his houfe, 
where the horfe fliould again be delivered to me, 
as juftly forfeited by the folly of his wife We 
went accordingly with the laird of Poddifhaw, and 
dined at Pocannnock's, where the boric was- or¬ 
dered to be led out into the court, in the fame 
accoutrements as I found him the day before : But 
obferving the lady in tears, J told her, that if fhe 
would give me her promife, never to go to a con • 
venticle again, I would beftow her the horfe, and 
conceal what had paffed ; fhe readily complied, ancj 
fo the matter was made up. However, the laird 
her hufband affured me, that no horfe in Scotland 
fhould be better paid for; and, being a leading 
man in the country, and his lady difeovering the 
names of thofe who had been at the conventicle ; 
he fent for them, and pcrluaded them, as they va¬ 
lued their quiet, to make up a purfe for me and 
my friend, which they accordingly did; and we 
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footh lived plentifully a twelvemonth after, on the 
price of that horfe. 

This adventure, making much noife at Edin¬ 
burgh, was the occafion of my being fent for up 
thither, by the Marquis of Atholl, my Colonel, 
who, in a very friendly manner, expoftulated with 
me upon my rafhne-ls ; as indeed he had too much 
reafon to do ; neither was I able to lay any thing 
in my own juftification. However, lince what I 
had done, difeovered my loyalty for my Prince, 
my zeal for the church, and my deteftation of all 
rebellious principles ; his lordfhip ever after gave 
me many marks of his friendfhip. 

Accordingly, thefe fervices gave me fo much 
credit with the General, that he promifed to apply 
to the government, in my favour, for home pre¬ 
ferment in the army, upon the firft opportunity, 
which happened about a year afterwards. For the 
feditious humours in the weft ft ill increafing, it was 
thought proper, that three independent troops of 
horie, and as many dragoons, fhould be raifed to 
fupprefs the rebels. Whereupon Mr. Francis Stu¬ 
art, grand fon 10 the Earl of Both well, a private 
gentleman in the horfeguards, like myfelf, and 
my intimate acquaintance, was fent for in hafte, by 
the General; becaufe the council of Scotland was 
then writing to the King; that his Majefty would 
pleafe to grant commiftlons to t hole perfons, whole 
names were to be fent up to London that very 
• night, Mr. Stuart gave me notice of this : Where¬ 
upon, although I was not fent for, I refolved to go 
up with him to Edinburgh, and folicit for myfelf. 
When I arrived there, and attended the General, 
his firft queftion was in a humorous manner, Wba 
the Decl fent for you up? I anfwered, that I looped 
his Excellency would now make good his promile 
eft preferring me, finoe fo fair an opportunity of¬ 
fered at prelent. On this occafion the General 
flood my firm friend, and although the ions and 
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brothers of lords and baronets, and other perfons 
of qualify folicited to be made lieutenants and cor¬ 
nets, in chele new raifed troops, yet the general, 
in regard to my fervices, prevailed with the coun¬ 
cil, that I might be appointed Lieutenant to Mr. 
Stuart, who was then made captain of dragoons. 

Soon after this, the archbiihop of St. Andrews 
was murdered by the laird of Hackfton and Bal¬ 
four, a {lifted by four poor weavers. Hackfton, 
before this horrid adlion, was reputed an honeft 
and gallant man ; but his friendfhip for his bro¬ 
ther-in-law Balfour, drew him in to commit this 
inhuman murder. Balfour, who had been the 
Archbifhop’s chamberlain (for lo in Scotland we 
call a great man’s ftewardj whether by negligence 
or diftionefty, was fhort in his payments to bis 
lord ; and the fear of being called to an account, 
was a principal motive to afiafiinate his mafter : 
However, he pretended likewife a great zeal foi 
the kirk, whereof he looked upon the archbifliop 
as the greateft oppreftbr. It is certain, that the 
lower people mortally hated the archbiihop, on 
pretence that his Grace had deferted their commu¬ 
nion : And the weavers who were accomplices of 
Balfour, believed they did God fervice in deftroy- 
ing an enemy of the kirk ; and accordingly all the 
murderers were efteemed and ftiled Saints , by that 
rebellious faction. 

After the murder of the archbifliop, fevera! par¬ 
ties in the weft rook up arms, under the leading of 
Robert Hamilton, fecond ion to Sir Willim Ha¬ 
milton of Prefton, the unworthy fon of a moft 
worthy father : Whereupon the council met, and 
fent for Graham, then laird of Clavcrs, afterwards 
created Vifcount Dundee, by King James V II. 
This noble perlon was, at that time, captain of one 
of thofe independent troops of hone, which, as I 
have already mentioned, were raifed before the 
murder of the archbifliop. 1 be council thcreroie 
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ordered him to march with a detachment of one 
hundred and twenty dragoons, and a lieutenant, 
wi ll his own troop, in purfuit of the rebels. Cla- 
vers was obliged not to open his commiffion, until 
he came in fight of them. In his march he took Mas 
John King, one of their principal preachers. Clavers 
carried King along until he came in fight of the ene¬ 
my, at Dfumclog, eight miles from Hamilton. 
There the preacher was guarded by a dragoon-cen- 
try, at a little cabbin, on the top of the hill, while 
Clavers, opening his commiffion, found himfelf 
commanded to fight the rebels, let their number be 
ever lb great, with thole hundred and twenty dragoons* 
But before I proceed to tell the iffiie of this af 
fair, I muft digrefs a little upon the fubjeef of Mas 
John King, above-mentioned. When I was in the 
guards, fometime after 1 had miffed Williamfon, 
at lady Cherrytree’s houfe ; the government hear - 
ing that this John King was beginning to hold his 
conventicles, not far from Sterling, where the troop 
of horfe then lay, ordered the commanding officer 
there, to fend a party out to take him, and briag 
him up to the council. I was pitched upon, with 
a fmail detachment, to perform this fervice. I 
went to my Lord Cardrofle’s houfe, to whofe lady 
King was chaplain ; there I took him, and deliver¬ 
ed him to the council. This preacher had gotten 
the lady’s woman with child, about four or five 
months before, and, it is fuppofed, had promifed 
her marriage, provided the lady would ftand his 
friend in his prefent di ft refs ; whereupon {he was 
fo far his friend, as to get him bailed, on her en¬ 
gaging he Ihould hold no more conventicles : How¬ 
ever he went to the hills, and there preached the 
people to arms ; and in feveral towns, as Kirkubry, 
Lancrick, and Sanchar in particular, in company 
with Cameron, fet up declarations on the market- 
croffes againft the King, whom he excommunicated, 
with all his adherents , Thus he continued till Cla¬ 
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•vers took him at Drumclog, as is above-mention¬ 
ed, where he got off again, until 1 took him a 
third time, after the battle of Bothwell-Bridge, 
which fhall be related in its proper place. 

The Rebels at Drumclog were eight or nine 
thoufand ftrong : Their leader, as I have laid be¬ 
fore, was Robert Hamilton, fecond brother to the 
loyal houfe of Prefton, but a profligate, who had' 
fpent all his patrimony. There were likewife among 
them the lairds of Knockgray and Fruah, with 
many other gentlemen of fortune, whofe names I 
have forgot, Clavers’s men, with the addition of 
fome few that came in to him, did not exceed one 
hundred and eighty ; yet, purfuant to his orders, 
he was forced to fight the enemy; but being fo 
vaftly out numbered, was foon defeated, with the 
lofs of cornet Robert Graham, and about eight or 
ten private troopers. The Rebels finding the cor¬ 
net’s body, and fuppofing it to be that of Clavers, 
becaufe the name of Graham was wrought in the 
fhirt-neck, treated it with the utmofl inhumanity, 
cutting off the nofe, picking out the eyes, and 
ftabbing it through in an hundred places. 

Clavers, in his flight towards Hamilton and 
Glafgow, rode an horle that trailed his guts for 
two miles, from the place where the engagement 
happened, but then overtaking his groom with 
fome led horfes, he mounted one of them ; and, 
with the remains of his fmall army, efcaped to 
Glafgow. The rebels, purfuing as far as Hamil¬ 
ton, advanced that evening within a mile of Glal- 
gow, where they encamped all night. As Clavers 
was marching after his men up the hill, wheie he 
had left Mas John King, under the guard of a 
dragoon, (who ran off with the fir-ft that lied) 
King, in a fneering way, deli-red him to day, and 
take his prifoner with him. 

The rebels being thus encamped within a mile of 
Glafgow, Clavers "commanded his men in the town, 
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to ftand to their arms all night; and having bar- 
ricadoed the four ftreets, to prevent the rebels 
horfe from breaking in, ordered me, at iun-rife, 
to march with fix dragoons, and difcover which 
way the rebels intended to come into the town. I 
mull here obferve, that I, with Captain Smart’s 
troop of dragoons, and a battalion of the foot- 
guards, remained in Glafgow, while Clavers march¬ 
ed to Drumclog, where he was defeated. But, to 
return; I followed the directions which were given 
me, and having difeovered the enemy from a little 
eminence, I was ordered by Clavers, who came to 
me there, to watch at a frnall houfe, where the 
way divided, and fee which of the roads they 
would take, or whether they feparated, and each 
party took a different way. I (laid until I faw them 
take two different roads; lome by that from whence 
I came from the town, which was over the Gal- 
ligate bridge, and the reft by the High Church and 
College, which was more than twice as far as the 
firft party had to come, and confequently could 
not both meet at the fame time within the town. 
This was a great advantage to Clavers, and his 
little army. That party of the rebels, which took 
Galligate bridge road, followed me clofe at the 
heels, a? I returned to inform Clavers what courfe 
they took. 

The broad ftreet was immediately full of them, 
but advancing towards the barricade, before their 
fellows, who followed the other road, could ar¬ 
rive to their affiftance, were valiantly received by 
Clavers and his men, who firing cn them at once, 
and jumping over the carts and cars, that compo- 
fed the barricade, chafed them out of the town ; 
but were quickly forced to return, and receive the 
other party ; which, by that time, was marching 
down by the High church and college ; but, when 
they came within piftol-fhot, were likewife fired 
upon, and driven out of the town. In this action 
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many of the rebels fell, but the king's party loft 
not lb much as one man. 

The tovvn’s-men being too well affected to the 
rebels, concealed many of them in their houfes ; 
the reft who efcaped, met and drew up in a held 
behind the High-church, where they ftaid until 
five in the afternoon, it being in the month of 
May, and from thence marched in a body to the 
lame place where they were in the morning, about 
a mile off the town. Clavers and his men expect¬ 
ing they would make a fecond attack, and dilco- 
vering by his fpies, whether they were gone, 
marched after them ; but upon fight of our forces, 
the rebels retired with a ftrong rear-guard of horfe 
to Hamilton; whereupon Clavers returned, and 
quartered that night in Glafgow. 

Next morning, the government fent orders to 
Clavers to leave Glafgow, and march to Sterling, 
eighteen miles further ; and three days after, he 
was commanded to bring up his party to Edin¬ 
burg. As foon as he quitted Glafgow, the rebels 
returned, and having ftaid in that town eight or 
* ten days, encamped on Hamilton Moor, within a 
mile of Bothweli bridge, where it was faid, that 
their numbers were increafed to fourteen thoufand; 
although Bifhop Burnet, in his Hijiory of bis oiun 
Times , moft falfely and partially affirms, that they 
were not more than four thoufand, or therea¬ 
bouts. 

The council, finding the rebels daily increafing 
in their numbers, gave information thereof to the 
king; whereupon his Majefty lent down the Duke 
of Monmouth, with a commilfion to be command¬ 
er in chief, and to rake with him four troops of 
Englilh dragoons, which were quartered on the 
borders: But thele, with the forces in Scotland, 
amounted not to above three thoufand. Upon the 
Duke’s being made commander in chief. General 
Dftzicl refufed to ferve under him, and remained 










at his lodgings in Edinburgh, till his Grace was 
fuperfeded, which happened about a fornigh* 
after. 

The armv was about four miles forward, on the 
road towards Hamilton, when the Duke of Mon¬ 
mouth came up with his Englifh dragoons, on Sa¬ 
turday the 2iftof June: From whence the whole 
forces marched to the Kirk of Shot?, within four 
miles of the rebels, where they lay that night. The 
next morning he marched the army up an emi¬ 
nence, oppoiite to the main bedy of the enemy, 
who were encamped on the Moor. 

The general officers, the Earl of Linlithgow, co¬ 
lonel of the foot guards, the Earl of Mar, colonel 
of a regiment of foot, Clavers, the Earl of Hume, 
and the Earl of Airlie, all captains of horfe, the 
Marquis of Montro'fe, colonel of the horfe guards, 
(Atholl having been difearded) Dalhoufie, with 
many other noblemen, and gentlemen volunteers, 
attending the duke together, defired his grace to 
let them know which way he defigned to take to 
come at the enemy, the duke anfwered, it mud be 
by Bothwdi bridge. Now the bridge lay a fhort 
mile to the right of the king’s army, was narrow, 
and guarded with three thoufand of the rebels, 
and ftrongly barricadoed with great ftones ; but 
although the officers were defirous to have paffed 
the river, by eafy fords, directly between them and 
the rebels, and to march to their main body on the 
moor, before thefe three thoufand, who guarded 
the bridge, could come to afiift them ; yet the 
duke was obftinate, and would pals no other way, 
than that of the bridge. 

Purfuant to this prepofierous and abfurd refo- 
lution, he commanded Captain Stuart, (whofe 
lieutenant I was) with his troop of dragoons, and 
eighty mufqueteers, together with four fmail field- 
pieces, under cover of the dragoons, to beat off 
the partv at the bridge : The duke himfelf, with 
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'David Lefly and Mclvil, accompanied us, and or¬ 
dered the field-pieces to be left at the village of 
Bothwell, within a mulket fhot of the bridge, 
When the Duke and his men came near the bridges 
the rebels beat a parley, and fent over a laird, ac¬ 
companied with a kirk preacher. The duke alk- 
ing what they came for? Was anfwered, * That 
‘ they would have the kirk tjlablijhed in the fame 
* manner, as it flood at the king’s reftoration, and 
€ that every fubjedt fhould be obliged to take the 
c folcinn league and covenant The duke told 
tliein, their demand could not be granted; but fent 
them back to tell their parry, that if they would 
lay down their arms, and fubmit to the king’s mer¬ 
cy, he would interceed for their pardon. 

While this parley laded, the field-pieces were 
brought down, and planted over againft the bridge, 
without being perceived by the rebels. I he mef- 
fengers returned in a fhort time, with this anfwerj 
That they would not lay down their arms , unlefs their 
conditions were granted them: Whereupon the 
dragoons and mufqueteers fired all at once upon 
thole who guarded the bridge, and the field-pieces 
played fo warmly, that fome hundreds of the re 
beh were (lain ; the reft flying to the main body, 
on the moor. 

The duke, as foon as he had commanded to 
fire, retired into a hollow, from the enemies fhot; 
fome fay by the perfuailon of Lefty and Meivil, and 
continued there till the action was over. Then 
captain Stuart ordered the mufqueteers to make 
way for the horfe, to pals the bridge, by calling 
the ftones into the river, which had been placed 
there to obftrudt the paflage over it ; but the army 
could not pafs in lefs than five hours; and then 
marched up in order of battle towards the enemy, 
who waited for them on the moor, confiding in 
the great fuperiority of their number. Clavers 
commanded the horfe on the right, and Captain 
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Stuart the dragoons on the left. The field*pieces 
were carried in the centre of the foot-guards, while 
the reft of the officers commanded at the head of 
their men ; and the duke, after the enemy was 
beaten from die bridge, rode at the head of the ar¬ 
my. 

Upon the firft fire, the rebels horfe turned a- 
bour, and fled upon the right and left; and al¬ 
though the duke ordered his men not to ftir out of 
their ranks to purfue them, yet the army, not re¬ 
garding his commands, followed the flying rebels, 
killing between feven and eight hundred, and tak¬ 
ing fifteen hundred prifoners. Sir John Bell, pro- 
voft of Glafgovv, as foon as he faw the rebels fly, 
rode into the town ; from whence, in a few hours, 
he fent ail the bread he could find, together with 
an hogfhead of drink to each troop and company- 
in the army, out of the cellars of iuch town (men 
as were found to be abettors or protestors oF the 
rebels. 

The cruelty and prefumption of that wicked and 
perverfe generation, will appear evident from a 
iingle inftance. Thefc rebels had fet up a very 
large gallows, in the middle of their camp, and 
prepared a cartful of new ropes at the foot of it, 
in order to hang up the king’s foldiers, whom they 
already looked upon as vanquiffied, and at mercy ; 
and it happened, that the purfuers in the royal ar¬ 
my, returning back with their prifoners, chofe the 
place where the gallows ftood, to guard them at, 
without offering to hang one of them, which they 
juffly deferred, and had fo much reafon to expect. 
The purfuers were no fooner returned, and the 
whole aftion over, than General Dalziel arrived at 
the camp from Edinburgh, with a commiflion re¬ 
newed to be commander in chief, which he recei¬ 
ved that very morning by an exprefs. This com 
mander having learned how the duke had conduc¬ 
ed the war, told him publicly, and with great 
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plainnefs, that he had betrayed the king ; that he 
heartily wifhed his commiffion had come a day 
fooner ; for then, fa id he, thefe rogues fhould never 
have troubled his majcji)\ or the kingdom any more . 

Thus the duke was at the fame time fuperfeded, 
and publicly rebuked before all efie army; yet his 
grace forgot his dignity fo far, as to fneak among 
them at the town of Bothwell, (where the forces 
encamped) until the Saturday following ; then all 
the troops marched back to Glafgow, from whence, 
in two or three days, they were fent to their feve- 
ral quarters ; after which the duke of Monmouth 
paffed by Sterling to Fife to vifit the Duke of Ro¬ 
thes. 

The fame evening, after the rout on the moor, 
the prifoners were fent with a ftrong guard towards 
Edinburgh. On Saturday morning, when the ar¬ 
my was to march to Glafgow, I defired the gene¬ 
ral’s leave to go with twelve dragoons, in fearch of 
fome of the rebels, who might probably pafs the 
Clyde about Dunbarton, to fhelter themlelves in 
the Highlands. With thefe dragoons, clad in 
grey coats and bonnets, I made hafte down the fide 
of the river ; and about midnight, after travelling 
twenty-four miles, I came to a church, and while 
the foldiers ftayed to refrefli their horfes in the 
church-yard, I fpied a country-fellow going by, 
and afked him in his own dialed, JVhither gang ye 
this time of flight ? Fie anfwered, Wha are ye that 
fpeers? I replied, We are your ane fo’ke: Upon this 
the fellow came up, and told me, there were eigh¬ 
teen friends, with horfes, at an old caftle, waiting 
for a boat to pafs over into the ifle of Arran. I 
mounted the man behind one of my dragoons, 
and went towards the place: But the rebels not 
finding a boat, were gone off, and the guide dii- 
mifled. There was a great dew on the grafs, 
which diredled me and my party to follow the track 
of their horfes for three or foxir miles, till the dew 
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was gone off. I then enquired of a cow-herd on * 
hill, whether he faw any of our poor foke travelling 
that way * he anfwered, that they had feparated on 
that hill, and gone three feveral ways, iix in a par¬ 
ty ; adding, that in one party there was a bra muc - 
kle kerl f with a white hat on him , and a great bob 
of ribbons on the cock o' it. Whereupon I lent four 
of my dragoons after one party, four more after 
another; and myfelf, with the remaining four, 
went in purfuit of him with the white hat. As I 
went forward, I met another cowherd, who told 
me, that the fellow with the hat , and one more* 
(for as the rogues advanced further into the weft, 
they dill divided into fmaller parties) were juft gone 
down the hill, to his niafter’s houfe. The good 
man of the houfe returning from putting the hor- 
fes to grafs in the garden, was going to fhut the 
door ; whereupon myfelf and two of the dragoons 
commanded him, with our piftols at his breaft, to 
lead us to the room where the man lay who wore 
a white hat . We entered the room, and before 
he awaked, I took away his arms, and command¬ 
ed him to drefs immediately: Then finding his. 
companion afleep in the barn, I forced him like- 
wife 10 arife, and mounting them both on their 
own horfes, came at nine o’clock in the morning, 
with my two prifoners, to the other dragoons, at 
the place where we appointed to meet. From 
thence we rode ftraight to Glafgow, and arrived 
thither about eight in the evening,^after a journey 
of fifty miles, iince we left the army at Bothwell the 
day before. 

This was upon a Sunday, and although we met 
with many hundreds of people on the road, yet 
we travelled on to Glafgow without any oppofition. 
I muft here inform the reader, that although I had 
once before taken this very man, who wore the 
white hat, yet I did not know him to be Mas John 
King already mentioned, until I was told fo by the 
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man of the houfe where I found him. I likewife 
forgot to mention, that King, who knew me well 
enough, as foon as he was taken in the houfe, en¬ 
treated me to (hew him fome favour, becaufe he 
had married a moman of my name ; I anfwered. 
That is true % but frjl you got her with bairn , and 
y ball therefore new pay for difgracing one of my 
name. 

When we arrived near Glafgow, I lent a dra¬ 
goon to inform the general, that Mas John King 
was coming to kifs his hand ; whereupon his ex¬ 
cellency, accompanied with all the noblemen and 
officers, advanced as far as the bridge, to welcome 
me and my prifoners ; where it is very obfervable, 
that Graham, laird of Clavers. who came among 
the reit, made not the lead: reproach to Mas John, 
in return of his infolent behaviour, when that 
commander fled from Drumclog. Mas John was 
fent to Edinburgh next morning, under a guard, 
and hanged foon after. From hence I went to my 
quarters in Lanerk, iixteen miles from Glafgow ; 
and, about a month after, (I hope the reader will 
excufe jny weaknefs) I happened to dream that I 
found one Wilion, a captain among the rebels at 
Bothwcll-bridge, in a bank of wood, upon the 
river Clyde* lhis accident made lo ftiong an im- 
preffion on my mind, that, <is loon as I awaked, 

I took fix and thirty dragoons, and got to the 
place by break of day; then 1 caufed fome of them 
to alight, and go into the wood, aud fet him up as 
hounds do a hare, while the reit were ordered to 
ftand centry to prevent his efcape. It ieems I 
dreamed fortunately, lor AVilfon was actually in 
the wood, with five more of his company, as we 
afterwards learned; who all feeing me and my 
party advancing, hid themfclves in a little ifland on 
the river, among the broom that grew upon it. 
Wilfon had not the good fortune to efcape ; for, as 
he was trying to get out of one copfe into another, I 
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met him,and guefling by his cloaths, and the deferop¬ 
tion I had received of him before, that he was 
the man I looked for ; I feized and brought him to 
my quartars; and from thence immediately con¬ 
veyed him to Edinburgh, where he was hanged; 
but might have preferved his life, if he would 
have condefcended only to fay, God fave the King . 
This he utterly refufed to do, and thereby loll not 
only his life, but likewife an eftate, worth twenty- 
nine thoufand merks Scots. 

For this fervice, the duke of Queenfberry, then 
High Commifiloner of Scotland, recommended me 
to the king, who rewarded me with the gift of 
Wilfon’s eftate: But although the grant paflfed the 
feals, and the fherifF put me in poftiflion, yet I 
could neither fell it nor lett it ; no body daring, 
for fear of the rebels who had efcaped at Both well- 
bridge, either to purchafe or farm it ; by which 
means I never got a penny by the grant; and at 
the Revolution the land was taken from me, and 
reftored to Wilfon’s heirs. 

The winter following, General Dalziel, with a 
battalion of the Earl of Linlithgow’s guards, the 
Earl of Ayrly’s troop of horfe, and Captain 
Stuart’s troop of dragoons, quartered at Kilmar¬ 
nock, in the Weft, fifty miles from Edinburgh. 
Here the general, one day happening to look on,while 
I was exercifing the troop of dragoons, afked me, 
when I had done, whether 1 knew any of my men, 
who was fkilful in praying well in the ftile and tone 
of the Covenanters f I immediately thought upon 
ons James Gibb, who had been born in Ireland, 
and whom I made a dragoon. This man I brought 
to the general, alluring his excellency, that it I 
had raked hell. I could not find his match 
for his fkill in mimicking the Covenanters . 
Whereupon the general gave him five pounds, to 
buy him a great coat and a bonnet, and command¬ 
ed him to find out the rebels, but to be fure to 
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take care of himfelf among them. The dragoon 
went eight miles off that very night, and got ad¬ 
mittance into the houfe of a notorious rebel, pre¬ 
tending he came from Ireland out of zeal for the 
caufe, to affift at the fight of Bothweli-bridge, and 
could nor find an opportunity fince, of returning 
to Ireland with fafety ; he (aid he dui ft not be feen 
in the day time, and therefore, after bewitching the 
family with his gifts of praying, he was conveyed in 
theduik of the evening with a guide, to the houfe of 
the next adjoining rebel; and thus, in the fame man¬ 
ner, from one to another, till, in a month’s time, 
he got through the principal of them in the Weft ; 
telling the general, at his return,, that, wherever 
he came, he made the old wives, in their devout 
fits, tear off their bigqonets and mutches . He like- 
wife gave the general a lift of their names and 
places of their abodes, and, into the bargain, 
brought back a good purfe of money in his pocket. 
The general defired to know how he had prayed 
amongft them ; he anfwered, that it was his cuftom 
in his prayers, to fend the King, the Minifters of 
State, the Officers of the Army, with all their fol- 
diers, and the Epifcopal Clergy, all broadfide to 
hell; but particularly the General himfeif : What, 
faid the general, did you fend me to hell. Sir ! 
Yea, replied the dragoon, you at the head of them 
as their leader. 

And here Ido folemnly aver, upon my veracity and 
knowledge, that Bifhop Burnet, in t\\c Hiftory of his 
own Times , hath in a moft falfe and fcandalous man- 
ner,mifreprefented the adtion at Both well bridge,and 
the behaviour of the Epifcopal Clergy in Scotland : 
For, as to the former, I was prefent in that engage¬ 
ment, which was performed in the manner I have re¬ 
lated ; and, as to the latter, having travelled through 
moft parts of that kingdom, particularly the Noith 
and Weft ; I was well acquainted witth them, and will 
rake it to my death, that the reverie of this charadW, 
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which Burnet gives of both, is the truth. And, 
becaufe that author is fo unjuft to the Epifcopal 
Clergy, and fo partial to the Covenanters, and their 
teachers, I do affirm, that I have known feverai 
among the latter fort guilty of thole very vices, 
wherewith this Biihop brands the Epifcopal Clergy. 
Among many others, I will produce one inftance, 
rather to divert the reader, than from any obloquy. 
One of thefe eight fanatic teachers, who were per¬ 
mitted at the Reftoration to keep their livings, 
came to Sir John Carmichael’s houte, within a mile 
of Lanerick, where 1 was then upon a vifit to Sir 
John, We drank hard till it was late and all the 
company retired, except Sir John and myfelf. 
The teacher would needs give us prayers, but 
fell afleep before he had half done ; whereupon 
Sir John and I, fetting a bottle and glafs at his 
nofe, left him upon his knees. The poor man 
{beaked off early the next morning ; being, in all 
appearance, afhamed of his hvpocrify. 

To return from this digreffion. The general 
fent out feverai parties, and me with a party a- 
mong the reft; where, during the winter, and 
the following fpring, I fecured many of thofe, 
whole names and abodes the canting dragoon had 
given a lift of. 

In July following, the general, by order of 
council, commanded me to go with a detachment 
of thirty horfe, and fifty dragoons, in purfuit of 
about one hundred and fifty rebels, who had e- 
fcaped at Bothwell-bridge, and ever iince kept to 
gether in a body, up and down in Galloway. I fol¬ 
lowed them for five or fix days, from one place to- 
another; after which, on the 22d of July, they 
Rayed for me at Airs-mofs, fituate in the fhire of 
Air, near the town of Cumlock. the mofs is four 
miles long from eaft to weft, and two broad. 
The rebels drew up at the eaft end, and confided 
of thirty horfe, and one hundred and twenty foot. 
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I faced them upon a riling ground with my 
thirty horfe and fifty dragoons. The reafon why 
the rebels chcfe this place to fight on, rather than 
a plain field, was for fear their horfe might delerc 
the foot, as they did in Hamilton-muir, near 
Bothwell-bridge : And likewife, that in cafe they 
loft the day, they might lave themfelves by retreat¬ 
ing into the mofs. 

I placed rayfelf on the left, as judging, that the 
beft officer the rebels had would command on the 
right. The action began about five in the after¬ 
noon, but lafted not long ; for I ordered my men 
firft to receive the enemy’s fire, then to ride down 
the hill upon them, and ufe their broad fword$. 
They did fo, and before the enemy had time to 
draw theirs, cut many of them down ki an inftant; 
whereupon they wheeled about, and Capt. Fowler, 
who commanded the rebels on the right, being then 
in the rear, advancing up to me, I gave him fuch a 
blow over the head with my broad fword, as would 
have cleaved his fkull, had it not been defended 
by a fteel-cap. Fowler turning about, aimed a 
blow at me, but I warded it off, and with a back- 
ftroke, cut the upper part his head clean off, from 
the nofe upwards. 

By this time, the rebels leaving their horfes, fled 
to the mofs ; but the Royalifts pnrfuing them, kill¬ 
ed about fixty, and took fourteen prifoners. Here 
Cameron the famous covenanter, loft his life ; and 
Haxton was taken prifoner, infamous for embruing 
his hands in the blood of the Archbiffiop of St. 
Andrews, as I have already mentioned ; for which 
parricide, both his hands were afterwards cut off, 
and he was hanged at Edinburgh 

But this victory coft me very dear; for being 
then in the rear, 1 rode into the mofs after the re¬ 
bels, where I overtook a dozen of them, hacking 
and hewing one of my men, whofe horfe was bog¬ 
ged; his name was Elliot, a ftout foldier ; and 
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one of Clavers’s troop. lie had received feveral 
wounds, and was at the point of being killed, when 
1 came to his relief. I lhor one of the rogues 
dead with my carbine, which obliged the reft to 
Jet the poor man and his horfe creep out of the 
hole ; but at the fame time drew all their fury up¬ 
on myfelf; for Elliot made a fhift to crawl out of 
the mofs, leading his horle in his hand, but was 
wholly difabled from aiihting his deliverer, and 
was nor regarded by his enemies, who probably 
thought he was mortally wounded, or indeed rather 
that they had no time to mind him ; for I laid a- 
bout me fo fail, that they judged it beft to keen 
off, and not to venture within my reach ; till it 
unfortunately happened, that my horfe flipped in 
the fame hole, out of which Elliot and his had juft 
got. When they had me at this advantage, they 
began to lliew their courage, and manfully dealt 
their blows with their broad-fwords, from lome of 
which, the carbine that hung down my back de- 
Jended me a little. As 1 was paddling in the hole y 
the horfe rot able to get out, one of the rebels ran 
me through the fmali of the back with his broad- 
lword, and at the fame inftant, two more wound¬ 
ed me under the ribs with their lmali ones. Then 
I threw myfelf over the head of my horfe, taking 
the far piftol out of the holfter in my left hand, 
and holding my broad 1'word in my right; and 
as one of the villains was coming haftily up to me, 
his foot flipped, and before he could recover hicn- 
lelf, I (truck my fword into his fkuil; but the fel¬ 
low being big and heavy, fnapped it afunder as he 
fell, within a fpan of the hilt. The rebels had me 
now at a great advantage : One of them made a 
ftroke at me, which I warded off with the hilt of 
the lword that was left in my hand ; but the force 
with which he ftruck the blow, and 1 kept it off, 
brought us both to the ground. However, 1 got 
up before him, clapped my piftol to his iide, and 
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&ot him dead. As foon as this was done, another 
came behind me, and with fomc weapon or other, 
firuck me fuch a blow on the head, as laid me flat 
on my back; in which pofture I remained a good, 
while infenflble. The rogues taking it for granted 
that I was dead, Tcoured off, fearing that by this 
rime, fome of my men were returning back from 
the purfuir. 

After fome time^ I a little recovered my fenfes, 
and ftrove to lift myfelf up, which one of the 
rogues happening to fee at fome diftance, imme¬ 
diately returned, and faid in my hearing, God , the 
dog is no dead yet. Then coming up to me, took 
his fword, and putting its hilt to his breaft, and 
guiding it with both his hands, made a thruA at 
my belly ; but my fenfes were now fo far recovered, 
that I parryed the thruA with a piece of the fword 
which remained Aill in my hand. The fellow, 
when he milled his aim, almoA fell on his face ; 
for the fword ran up to the hilt in the mofs; and 
as he was recovering himfelf, I gave him a dab in 
the mouth with my broken fword, which very 
much hurt him ; but he aiming a fecond thruft, 
which I had likewife the good fortune to put by, 
and having as before given him another dab in the 
mouth, he immediately went off, for fear of the 
purfuers, whereof many were now returning. 

In this diArels, I made a fhift with much difti- 
onlty and pain, .to get upon my feet, but my right 
leg being difabled by the wound 1 received from 
the broad-fword, I was forced to limp by the hdp 
of the carbine, which I made ufe of as a Aaff. I 
had loA my horfe ; for one of the rogues, when I 
bad quitted him in the hole, led him away through 
the mofs I recovered him about a year after from 
the man to w hom the rebel had fold him; and the 
laid rebel, when he was at the gallows, confefled 
himfelf to be the fame man who toolf away the 
horfe at Airs*mols. 

Vol.XI. 
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There was a Lancafhire gentleman, one Mr. 
Parker, who came volunteer to Airs-mofs, with 
intent, as he expreffed himfelf, to the fee fport, This 
gentleman, riding on my right hand, at the time 
when we received the enemies fire, in the beginning 
of the aftion, was fhot with a blunderbufs under 
the left fhoulder; the wound was fo large, that a 
man might thruft his fid into it : Yet, when I de¬ 
fined him to fall back and take care of his wound, 
he anfwcred me, that he would firft have his penny* 
•worth out of the rogues ; and accordingly follow¬ 
ed us on horfeback into the mofs, as far as the 
horfe could go without bogging. But, by that 
time, his wound fo grievoufly pained him, with 
fome other cuts he got in the purfilit, that he was 
forced to alight, and fit on a dry fpot of ground, 
which he found in the mofs, from whence he faw 
all that happened to me, without being able to 
come to my afliftance, any more than Elliot; who 
having gotten to a rifing ground, faw likewife all 
that had pafled. However Mr. Parker, as I came 
limping towards him, could not forbear laughing, 
and faid, What a plague , have you got your bones 
well paid too? Then both of us made a lhift to get 
Up to Elliot on the rifing ground. 

The trumpeter being by this time returned with 
fome others from the puriuit, was ordered to found 
a call, which brought all the red back, with the 
fourteen prifoners, and Haxron among the red, 
who was that day Commander in Chief among the 
rebels. Of the King’s party, but two were killed, 
Mr. Andrew Ker, a gentleman of Clavers* own 
troop, and one MacKabe, a dragoon in Capt. Stu¬ 
art’s troop, where 1 was Jlieutenant. The wound¬ 
ed were about eight or nine, befides Parker and 
Elliot. Elliot died the next day : He, Ker, and 
MacKabe, were honourably buried by Mr. Brown, 
a gentleman who lived hard by, to whole houfe 
uheir bodies were carried after the fight, at the mois. 
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An Englifh lady, living about eight miles off, took 
care of Mr. Parker, but he died at her hotife a 
year after, of his wounds, very much lamented on 
account of his loyalty and valour. 

When the fight was over, night coming on, I 
ordered all my men, except twelve dragoons, 
whom I kept to attend myfelf, to march with the 
prifoners, and thofe who were wounded, to Dou- 
glafs, fourteen miles off, and to carry along with 
them Cameron's head. In the mean time, I and 
my party of dragoons went, that night, fixteen 
long miles to Lanerick, where the General and all 
the foot quartered; as well to acquaint him with 
what had been done, as to have my own wounds 
taken care of. I fent one of my dragoons before me 
with my meflage : Whereupon the General him- 
felf, although it was after midnight, accompanied 
with the Earls of Linlithgow, Mar, Rofs, Hume, 
and the Lord Dalhoiifle, came out to meet me at 
the gate : Dalhoulle forced me to lodge in his own 
chamber,, to which I was accordingly carried by 
two of my dragoons. After my wounds had been 
dreffed in the prefence of this noble company, who 
flood round about me, being very thirfty through 
the lofs of blood, I drank the King’s health, and 
the company’s, in a large glafs of wine and water ; 
and then was laid in Dalhoufie’s own bed. 

Next day, the General leaving Lanerick, with 
the forces under his command, ordered a troop of 
horfe, and another of dragoons to attend me, till 
I fhould be able to travel up to Edinburgh, for the 
better conveniency of phyiicians and furgeons. My 
wounds did not confine me to my bed ; and in a 
month’s time 1 went to Edinburgh on horfeback 
by eafy ftages, where I continued till Candlemas 
following, lingering of the wound I had received 
by the broad-1 word. My furgeon was the fon of 
the fame Dr. Irvin, who firlt got me into the 
guards 5 but having unfortunately negle&ed to tie a 
X 2 firing 
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firing to the tent of green cloth, which he uffcd 
for the woundthe tent flipped into my body, 
where it lay under my navel leven months and five 
days, and exceedingly pained me, not fufFering me 
to fleep, other wife than by taking foporiferous 
pills. When the tent was firft milling, neither the 
iurgeon, nor any body elfe ever imagined that it 
was lodged in. my body : but fuppofed it to have 
flipped out of the wound while 1 flept^ and car¬ 
ried away by fome rat, or other vermin : The tent 
lying thus in my body, made it impofllble that the 
wound could heal: Wherefore, after lingering fe- 
ven months, by the advice of a gentlewoman in the 
neighbourhood, I got leave to- go for Ireland,' 
with my Iurgeon, and there try whether my native 
air would contribute any thing to my cure. 

However infignificant this relation may be to 
the generality of readers; yet I cannot omit a luc¬ 
ky accident to which 1 owe my cuie. While I-con- 
tinued at Edinburgh, I ordered fome pipes of lead 
to be made in a mold, through which the thin cor¬ 
ruption, which continually illued out of the wounds 
cauled by the tent remaining in my body, might 
be conveyed as through a foliet. Thefe pipes I 
cut fhorter by degrees, in proportion as I imagin¬ 
ed the wound was healing at the bottom; till at 
laft, by miftaking.the true cauie, the tent continu¬ 
ing hill where it did, the pipes became too fhort 
for the ufe intended ; wherefore, when 1 was in* 
Ireland, I made a coarfe pipe myfelf, which was- 
long enough: This pipe, after the wound was 
walhed with brandy, always remained in my> 
body till the next dreffing ; but being made with¬ 
out art, and fomewhat jagged at the end, it hap¬ 
pened one morning, when the pipe was drawn out 
as ufual, in order to have the wound wafiied, the 
tent followed, to the great furprife of my father, 
who, at that time, was going to drefs the wound; 
my lurgecn being then at Cattle Irvin, where I had 
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left him with his brother Dr. Irvin, ac St. Gerard 
Irvin’s houfe; the fame gentleman who was deli¬ 
vered out of Derry goal by my father, as I have 
related in the beginning of thefe memoirs. 

The night before the tent was drawn out of my 
body, having not Ikpt a wink, I thought myfelf in 
the morning fomewhat feverifh, and therefore de- 
fired my father to fend for Dr. Lindfey, to let me 
blood. In the mean time, ilumbering a little, I 
dreamed that the covenanters were coming to cut 
my throat ; under this apprehenfion I awaked, 
and found my neighbour, Capt. Saunderfon in my 
chamber, who was come to viflt me. I then cal¬ 
led for my father to drefs ray wound ; when the 
tent followed the pipe, as I have already laid, to 
ray great joy, for then I knew I fhould foon be 
well. I therefore ordered my horfe to be got rea¬ 
dy, and rode out with Capt. Saunderfon and my 
father, to meet Dr. Lindfey, who, hearing the 
joyful news, carried us to a gentleman’s houfe, 
where we drank very heartily: Then I returned 
home, and flept almoft twenty four hours. Two 
days after, Dr. Irvin and his brother, the furgeon, 
came to my father’s houfe, where the Doclor be¬ 
ing informed in the circumdances of my cure, fe- 
verely chid his brother for his negleff, (wearing he 
had a mind to (hoot him ; and that, if I had died, 
my blood would have been charged on his head. 
He then ordered me a remedy, which would then 
heal up the wound in twenty days. This fell out 
in the beginning of May, at which time, taking 
leave of my father and other friends in Ireland, I 
returned to Edinburgh, where, before the end of 
that month, my wound was perfectly healed up; 
but I was never afterwards lb able to bear fatigues 
as I had hitherto been. 

The Duke of York was arrived at Edinburgh 
the Michaeimas before, where the General, from 
the time he left Lanerick in July, continued with 
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the guards ; the reft of the forces quartering lip 
and down in other places. The General, after my 
arrival, coming every day to fee me, in his way, as 
he went to the Duke’s court, did me the honour to 
mention me and my fervices to his Royal Highnefs, 
who wasderous to fee me ; I was admitted to kifs 
his hand, and ordered to lit down, in regard to my 
honourable wounds, which would not fuffer me to 
fland, without great pain. I cannot conceal this 
mark of favour and diftin&ion, {hewn me by a 
great Prince, although i am very fenfible it will be 
imputed to vanity. 1 mull lemember likewife, that 
upon my return to Edinburgh, happening to over¬ 
take the General in the ftreer, and gently touching 
him, his Excellency turning in a great furprize, 
cried but, 0 God , man, are you living? I anfwered 
that 1 was, and hoped to do the King and his Ex¬ 
cellency further fervice. 

After I had continued a month with my friends 
in Edinburgh, who all congratulated with me upon 
my recovery, I repaired to the troop at Lanerick, 
where I often ranged with a party through the 
Weft, to find out the ftraggling remains of the co¬ 
venanting rebels, but for fome time without fuc- 
cefs, till a week before Chriftmas, after the Duke 
of York fucceeded to the crown, and a year and a 
half after I was cured. Having drank hard one 
night, I dreamed that I had found Capt. David 
Steele, a notorious rebel, in one of the five far¬ 
mers houies on a mountain in the fhire of Clidei- 
dale, and parifh of Lifmahago, within eight miles 
of Hamil:on, a place that I was well acquainted 
with. This man was head of the rebels, fince the 
affair of Airs-mofs, having fucceeded to Haxton, 
who had been there taken, and afterwards hanged, 
as the reader lias already heard : For, as to Robert 
Hamilton , who was their Commander in Chief at 
Bothwdl bridge, he appeared no more among 
them, but fled, as it was believed, to Holland. 
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Steele, and his father before him, held a farm 
in the eftate of Hamilton, within two or three 
miles of that town. When he betook himfelf to 
arms, the farm lay wade, and the Duke could find 
no other perfon who would venture to take it ; 
whereupon his Grace, fcnt feveral meflengers to 
Steele, to know the reafon why he kept the farm 
vrafte. The Duke received no other anfwer, than 
that he would keep it vvafte in fpight of him and 
the King too ; whereupon his Grace, at whofe table 
I had always the honour to be a welcome gueft, de- 
fired I would ufe my endeavours to deftroy that 
rogue, and I would oblige him for ever. 

1 mnft here take leave to inform the reader, that 
the Duke of Hamilton’s friendfhip for me, was 
founded upon the many fervices he knew I had 
done the public, as well as upon the relation I bore 
to Sir Gerard Irvin, the perfon whom, of all the 
world, his Grace moft loved and efteemed, ever 
fince the time they had fcrved in arms together for 
the King in the Highlands, with my Lord Glencairn 
and Sir Arthur Forbes, (father to the prefent Earl 
of Granard) after the King’s defeat at Worcefter, 
during the time of the ufurpation. 

To return therefore to my ftory; when I a- 
waked out of my dream, as l had done before in 
the affair of Wilfon, (and I defire the fame apolo¬ 
gy I made in the introduction to thefe Memoirs, 
may ferve for both) I prefentiy rofe, and ordered 
thirty-fix dragoons to be at the place appointed by 
break of day. When we arrived thither, I fcnt a 
party to each of the five farmers houfes. This vil¬ 
lain Steele had murdered above forty of the King’s 
fubjefts in cold blood ; and, as I was informed, 
had often laid fnares to entrap me ; but it happen¬ 
ed, that although he ufually kept a gang to attend 
him, yet at this time he had none, when he ffood 
in the greateft need. One of my party found him 
in one of the farmer’s houfes, juft as I happened 
to dream. The dragopns firft fearched all the 
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rooms below, without fuccefs, till two of them 
hearing, fomebody ftirring over their heads, went 
up a pair of turnpike hairs, Steele had put on his 
cioaths, while the fearch was making below : The 
chamber where he lay was called the chamber of 
Deefe, which is the name given to a room where 
the laird lies when he comes to a tenant’s houfe. 
Steele, iuddenly opening the door, iired a blunder- 
bufs down at the two dragoons, as they were com¬ 
ing up the flairs; but the bullets, grazing againft 
the lide of the turnpike, only wounded and did 
did not kill them. Then Steele violently threw 
hicnfelr* down the flairs among -them, and made to¬ 
wards the door to lave his life, but loft it upon the 
fpot; for the dragoons who guarded the houfe dif- 
patchcd him with their broad* 1 words. I was not 
with the party when he was killed, being at that 
time employed in fearching at one of the other four 
houfes, but I foon found what had happened, by 
hearing the noife of the fhot made with the blun- 
derbuls. From hence I returned ftrait to Lanerick, 
and immediately fent one of the dragoons exprefe 
to General Drummond at Edinburgh. 

General Daiziel died about Michaelmas this 
year, and was fucceeded by Lieutenant-General 
Drummond, who was likewise my very good friend. 

But I cannot here let pafs the death of fo brave 
and loyal a Commander as General Daiziel, with¬ 
out giving the reader fome account of him, as far 
as my knowledge or inquiry can reach. 

Thomas- Daiziel, among many other officers, 
was taken prifoner at the unfortunate defeat at 
"Worcefler, and fent to the tower; from whence, 
I know not by whar means, he made his efcape, 
and went to Mufcovy; where the Czar then reign¬ 
ing, made him his General : But fome time after 
the relloration of the Royal Family, he gave up 
his commiffion, and repairing to King Charles the 
S.cond, was, in consideration of his eminent fer- 
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vices, conftituted Commander in Chief of his Ma- 
jefty’s forces in Scotland ; in which poft he conti¬ 
nued till his death, excepting only one forcnight, 
when he was fuperfedcd by the Duke of Monmouth, 
fome days before the adlion at Bothwel-bridge, as 
I have already related. He was bred up very har¬ 
dy from his youth, both in diet and cloathing. 
He never wore boots, nor above one coat, which, 
was clofe to his body, with clofe fleeves, like thofc 
we call jockey-coats. He never wore a peruke ; 
nor did he (have his beard fince the murder of 
King Charles the Firft. In my time his head was 
bald, which he covered only with a beaver hat, 
the brim of which was not above three inches 
broad. His beard was white and bufhy, and yet 
reached down almolf to his girdle. He ufually 
went to London once or twice in a-year and then 
only to kifs the king’s hand, who had a great e- 
fteem for his worth and valour. His unufuai drefs 
and figure when he was in London, never failed 
to draw after him a great crowd of boys, and other 
young people, who conftantly attended at his lodg¬ 
ings, and followed him with huzzas as he went to 
court, or returned from it. As he was a man of 
humour, he would always thank them for their ci¬ 
vilities, when he left them at the door to go in to 
the King; and would let them know exadtly at 
what hour he intended to come out again, and re¬ 
turn to his lodgings. When the king walked in 
the park, attended by fome of his courtiers, and 
Dalziel in his company, the fame crowds would 
always be after hin\, (hewing their admiration at 
his beard and drefs, fo that the King could hardly 
pafs on for the crowd; upon which his Majefty 
bid the Devil take Dalziel, for bringing fuch a rab¬ 
ble of boys together to have their guts Iqueezed out, 
whilft they gaped at his long beard and antic ha¬ 
bit ; requefting him at the lame time, (ns Dalziel 
ufed to exprefs it) to /have and drefs like ether Chrif- 
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tians , to keep the poor bairns out of danger : All 
this could never prevail on him to part with his 
beard ; but yet, in compliance to his Majefty, he 
went once to court in the very height of the fafhion ; 
but as foon as the King, and thofe about him, had 
laughed fufficiently at the ftrange figure he made, 
he reaffumed his ufual habit, to the great joy of 
the boys, who had not difcovered him in his 
fafhionable drefs. 

When the Duke of York fucceeded to the crown, 
General Dalziel was refolved dill to retain his loy¬ 
alty, although, at the fame time, he often told his 
friends, that all things were going wrong at court y 
but death came very feafonably to refcue him from 
the difficulties he was likely to be under, between 
the notions he had of duty to his Prince on one fide, 
and true zeal for his religion on the other. 

I miift now refume a little my difcourfe upon Capt. 
Steele. Some time before the aftion, in which he 
was killed. General Drummond, who was then new¬ 
ly made Commander in Chief, fent for me in liafte, 
to attend him in Edinburgh : My way lay through 
a very ftrong pafs hard by Airs mofs, and within a 
mile of Cumlock : As I was going thro’ Cumlock, 
a friend there told me that Steele, with a party, wait¬ 
ed for me at the pafs. I had with me only one dra¬ 
goon and a drummer : I ordered the latter to gallop 
on ftrait to the pafs, and when he got thither, to 
beat a dragoon-march, while I, with the dragoon, 
fhould ride along the bye-paih on the edge of the 
mofs. When Steele and his men heard the drum, 
they fcoured crofs the bye-path into the mofs, ap¬ 
prehending that a ftrong party was coming in 
fearch of them : But either I, or the dragoon, (I 
forgot which) fhot one of the rebels dead, as he 
crofted us to get into the mofs. To put an end to 
this bufinefs oi Steele : When the dragoon, whom 
I fent exprefs, had delivered his meflage to Gene¬ 
ral Drummond, he was juft fetting out for his 
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<ountry-houfe at Damblain, but returned to his 
lodgings, and wrote me a letter, that he would 
fend for me up after the holidays, and recommend 
me to the government to reward me for my fervi- 
ccs. He faithfully kept his word, but I received 
pothing more than promifes. 

Steele was buried in the church yard of Lifma* 
hego, by fome of his friends ; who, after the re¬ 
volution, ere&ed a fair monument , on pillars , ove 
his grave, and caufed an epitaph to be engraved on 
{he hone, in words to this effetft. 

Here lietb the body of Captain David Steele , a faint 9 
who was murdered by John Creichton (with the 
date underneath.) 

Some of my friends burlefqued this epitaph, in 
the following manner : 

Here lies the body of Saint Steele , 

Murdered by John Creichton , that deed . 

Duke Hamilton, in Queen Anne’s time, inform¬ 
ed me of this honour done to that infamous rebel ; 
and when I had faid to his Grace, that I wifhed he 
had ordered his footmen to demolifh the monument , 
the Duke anfwered, he would not have done fo 
for five hundred pounds , becaufe it would be an ho¬ 
nour to me as long as it lafted. 

The lafb fummer, about the end of May, if I 
remember right, (and I defire to be excuied for 
not always relating things in the order when they 
happened) the Marquis of Argyle, after having c- 
fcaped out of the caftle of Edinburgh into Holland, 
returned to invade Scotland, to fupport the Duke 
of Monmouth's pretentions to the crown, as was 
generally believed. He landed in his own country, 
in the Highlands, with a party of Dutch, and fome 
Scottifii gentlemen who had fled for treafon, a- 
mong whom Sir John Cogheran was of the great- 
eft note : Whereupon the government ordered the 
Y 2 Marqui* 
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Marquis of Athol, and Mr. Owen Cameron, laird 
of Logheel, to raife their clans, and march with 
their party againft Argyle. They did fo, and, in 
the evening, pitched their camp clofe by him. 
Here, in the night, Cameron patroling with a par - 
ty> met another of his own men, and taking them 
for enemies, becaufe they had loft the word in 
their cups, killed eight or nine ; among whom two 
or three happened to be perfons of note; the 
friends of thole who were killed refolving, if pof- 
fible, to have him hanged ; he was obliged to ride 
poft to the king. He went to his Majefty in the 
drefs he had travelled ; and the king, being alrea¬ 
dy informed how the accident happened, inftead 
of fuffering him to tell his ftory, commanded him 
to draw his broad fword, intending to knight him 
therewith : But Cameron could not draw it, be¬ 
caufe the fcabbard had got wet on the way. The 
king obferving the confufion he was in, faid, he 
knew the reafon that kept the fword in the (heath; 
adding that he never failed to draw it in the fervice 
of his father, his brother, and himfelf; ■whereup¬ 
on he was knighted with another fword, with the 
title of Sir Owen Cameron. He returned to Edin¬ 
burgh, and from thence went as a volunteer to 
ferve in the (landing army, which was then mov¬ 
ing towards the coaft of Galloway, to prevent Ar¬ 
gyle from landing. For, upon the oppofttion he 
found from the Marquis of Atholl, and his men, 
with their afliftance in the Highlands, he (hipped 
his forces, and failed round to the weft, hoping to 
land there. But the army moving along the coaft, 
always in light of him, compelled him' to return 
the way he came, until he landed in his own coun¬ 
try again. From thence, after gathering what 
fupplies of men he could, he marched, and encamp¬ 
ed in the evening within two or three miles of 
Glafgow. But the king’s army having fent out 
fcouts to dilcover what way he took, encamped o- 
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ver againft him the fame evening on an eminence, 
there being a bog between both armies. 

The king’s forces confifted of the Earl of Lin¬ 
lithgow’s regiment of foot-guards, the Earl of 
Mar’s of foot, Clavers’s of horfe, Dunmore’s of 
dragoons, Buchan’s of foot, and Livingfton’s of 
horfe-guards, with fome gentlemen of quality, vo¬ 
lunteers ; among whom the Earl of Dunbarton 
was of the greateft note 

Here the two armies lay in fight of each other ; 
but, before morning, Argyle was gone, his High¬ 
landers having deferted him ; and then the king’s 
army went to refrefh themfelves at Glafgow, wait¬ 
ing till it could be known which way Argyllc had 
fled. It was foon underftood that he had croffed 
the Clyde at Kilpatrick ; and that Sir John Coghe- 
ran lay with a party, in a flone-dyke park, about 
ten miles off. The Lord Rofs was therefore dif- 
patched, with a party of horfe, and Captain Cie- 
land, who was now my captain, (my friend Stuart 
being dead) with another of dragoons, to find 
them out : When they came up to the park where 
Sir John Cogheran lay with his Dutch, they fired 
at one another, and fome of the king’s foldiers fell, 
among whom Captain Cleland was one ; whereup¬ 
on the troop was given to Sir Adam Blare (who 
was likewife wounded in that rafli engagement) al¬ 
though, upon Duke Hamilton’s application to the 
king, 1 had been promifed to fucceed Cleland . But 
Sir Adam, and Secretary Melford, being brothers- 
in-law, that intereft prevailed. 

I muft defire the Reader’s pardon, for fo fre¬ 
quently interfperfing my own private affairs with 
thofe of the public ; but what I chiefly propofed, 
was, to write my own memoirs , and not a hi/lory of 
the times , further than I was concerned in them. 

Night coming on, the king’s party withdrew, 
leaving Sir John Cogheran in the park, who, not¬ 
withstanding this little face els, delired his follower, 
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x o fliirt for themfclves, and left them before morn 
ing. Argyle next evening was found alone, a mile 
above Greenknock at the water-fide, endeavouring 
to get into a little boat, and grappling with the 
owner thereof, (a poor weaver.) It feems he want¬ 
ed prefence of mind to engage the man with a piece 
of money, to fet him on the other fide. In the 
mean time Sir John Shaw riding with fomc gentle¬ 
men to Greenknock, and feeing the ftruggle, fet- 
zed the Earl, and carried him to Glafgow, from 
whence he was fent with a ftrong guard to Edin¬ 
burgh, and fo me time after beheaded. 

The next day, the army inarched towards the 
borders againft the Duke of Monmouth, but, an 
exprefs arriving of his defeat, the troops were 
commanded to repair to their feveral quarters. 

I fhall here cccafionaily relate an unfortunate 
accident which happened this fumtner in Scot¬ 
land. 

MacDonncl laird of Cappagh in the Highlands, 
within eight miles of Inveriochy, was unjuftly pof- 
fefled, as moft men believed, for many years, of an 
eftate which in right belonged to the laird of Mac- 
kintofh. Both thefc gentlemen were well-affected 
to the king. The laird of Cappagh, after fovving 
time was over, had gone that fumtner, as it was his 
cuftom, to make merry with Iris clans on the 
mountains, till the time of harveft fhould call him 
home. But in his abfence. Mackintosh, and his 
clans, afiifted with a party of the army by order 
from the government, polllfied himfelf of Cap¬ 
pagh’s eftate; whereupon MacDonnel and his clans, 
returning from the mountains, fet upon the enemy, 
killed feveral gentlemen among them, and took 
Mackintofh himfeif prifoner. MacDonnel had gi¬ 
ven ftrift orders to liis men, not to kill any of the 
army. But Captain MacKenzy, who commanded 
on the other ftde, making a (hot at one of Mac- 
DonneBs men, who was purfuing his adverfarv, 
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the man difcharging his piftol at the captain, fliot 
him in the knee, who, after having been carried 
fifty miles to Invernefs to a l'urgcon, died of his 
wound. 

Soon after, the government ordered tne to de¬ 
tach fixty dragoons, with a lieutenant, cornet and 
ftandard, and to march with Captain Streighton, 
and two hundred of the foot-guards, againft the 
MacDonnels ; to deftroy man, woman, and child, 
pertaining to the laird of Cappagh, and to burn 
his lioufes and corn. Upon the approach of our 
parry, MacDonnel laird of Cappagh difmifiing his 
prifoners, retired farther into the mountains; 
whereupon we, who were font againft him, conti¬ 
nued to deftroy all the houfes and corn, from the 
time of L umms to the tenth of September; and 
then we advanced towards the borders to join the 
Scotch army, which at that time was marching to¬ 
wards England a gain ft the prince of Orange, who 
then intended an invafion. We arrived thither 
the firft: ot October, after a march of two hundred 
miles. 

General D ummond being then dead, James 
Douglafs, brother to the Duke of Queenfbery, 
fucceeded him as commander in chief: And Gra¬ 
ham laird of CJavers (about this time created Lord 
Dundee) was Mjjor-general. On the firft: of Oc¬ 
tober, the army paffcd the Tweed, and drew up 
on the banks on the Englifh fide, where the gene¬ 
ral gave a fti icf charge to the officers, that they 
fhould keep their men from offering theleaft injury 
in their march ; adding, that if he heard any of 
the Englifh complain, the officers fhould anlwer 
for the faults of their men ; and fo they arrived at 
Carlifle that night. 

Next day, General Douglafs, by order from the 
king, marched the foot by Chefter towards Lon* 
don; and Dundee the horfe by York ; to which 
city he arrived in four or live days. The army 

did 
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did not reach London till about the five and twen¬ 
tieth of October, being ordered, by the contrivance 
of Douglafs the General, to march flow, on pur- 
pofe that the Prince of Orange might land before 
the king’s forces iliould grow ftrong enough to op- 
pofe him. 

The Scotch army, at this time, confided of four 
regiments of foot, one of horfe, one of dragoons, 
one troop of horfe guards ; and it was computed, 
that the Earl of Feveriham, who was then general 
of all the king’s forces, had under his command, 
of Englifh, Scotch, and Iriih, an army of near 
thirty thoufand men. Soon after the prince’s land¬ 
ing, the king went to Salifbury, with a guard of 
two hundred horfe, commanded by the old Earl 
of Airly, two days before the body of the army 
came up to him. The Earl of Airly, when he was 
Lord Ogleby, had attended the great Marquis of 
Montroie in all his actions for King Charles I. and 
II. But at this time being old, it was reported 
that he was dead, before the Scotch forces went 
into England to oppofe the prince of Orange; 
whereupon the king, believing the report, had gi¬ 
ven his troop in Dundee’s regiment to the Earl of 
Annandale : But the Earl having overtook the ar¬ 
my at Cambridge in their march, went on to Lon¬ 
don ; and there prefenting himfelf before the king, 
his Majefly was fo juft and gracious, that he im¬ 
mediately reftored his LorJfhip to the troop, or¬ 
dering him, at the fame time, to command thofe 
two hundred men who attended him down to Sa¬ 
lifbury. 

When all the forces were arrived at Salifbury, 
the Earl of Dunmore, with his regiment of dra¬ 
goons (wherein I ferved) was ordered to a pafs 
three miles below the city, where I commanded the 
guard that night. 

The fame morning that the army arrived, the 
great men about the king, as the Lord Churchill, 

&c. 
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&c. to the number of thirty, advifed his Majefty 
to take the air on horfeback, intending as the Earl 
ofDunmore was informed, to give up their mailer 
to the prince ; but the king, probably fufpecling 
the defign, returned in hafte to the city Next 
night, at a council of war called to confult what 
was fitted: to be done in the prefent jundlure of 
affairs, the very fame great men fwore to Jfand by 
his majefty with their lives and fortunes ; and, as 
foon as he was gone to reft, mounting on horfe- 
back, they all went over to the prince, except the 
Earl of Feverfham, Dunbarton, and a very few 
mo r e : For the Earl of Dunbarton going to his 
Majefty for orders, at four of the clock in the 
morning, found they were all departed. 

Thole few who ftaid with the king, advifed his 
majefty to return immediately to London ; and the 
Lord Dundee was ordered to bring up the Scotch 
horfe and dragoons, with the Duke of Berwick’s 
regiment of horfe, to Reading, where he joined 
Dunbarton with his forces, and continued there 
nine or ten days. They were in all about ten thou- 
fand ftrong. General Douglafs, with his regiment 
of foot-guards, palling by Reading, lay at Maiden¬ 
head ; from whence, one of his battalions revolted 
to the prince under the conduct only of a corporal, 
whofe name was Kemp. However, Douglafs allu¬ 
red the king, that this defection happened againft 
his will \ and yet, when the officers were ready to 
fire upon the deferters, his compaflion was fuch, 
that he would not permit them. 

After this the Earl of Dunbarton and the Lord 
Dundee, with all the officers who adhered to the 
king, were ordered to meet his Majefty at Ux¬ 
bridge, where he defigned to fight the prince. The 
Earl of Feverfham got thither before the king and 
the army arrived. When the forces drew toge¬ 
ther, every party fent an officer to the Earl of Fe¬ 
verfham. to receive his commands. I attended his 
Vol.XL Z Lordlhip 
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LorJihip from my Lord Dundee, and was order¬ 
ed with the reft to wait t : ill the king came to din¬ 
ner, his Majefty being expected within half an 
hour ; but it fell out otherwife : For the Earl, to 
his great furprife, received a letter from the king, 
iignifying that his Majcfty was gone off', and had 
no further fervice for the army. When I carried 
this news to my Lord Dundee, neither his Lord- 
fhip; nor the Lords Linlithgow and Dunmore, 
could forbear falling into tears : After which, be¬ 
ing at a lofs what courfe to take, I faid to my 
Lord Dundee, that as he had brought us out of 
Scotland, he fftould convey us thither back again 
in a body ; adding, that the forces might Iv that 
night at Watford", fix miles off: My advice was 
followed, and I went before to get billets where to 
quarter the men. My Lord Dundee ordered all to 
be ready at found of trumpet, and to unbridle 
their horfes no longer than while they were eating 
their oats. The townfmen contrived to give out a 
report before day, that the Prince of Orange was 
approaching, hoping to affright us away with a 
falfe alarm : Whereupon we marched out, but, at 
the fame time, drew up in a ftrong inclofure at the 
town’s end; refolving to fight the prince, if he 
fhould advance towards us. My Lord Dundee dif- 
patched me immediately, to diicover whether the 
report of the prince’s approach were true ; hut I 
only met a meffenger with a letter from his High- 
nefs, to* my Lord Dundee, which I received and 
delivered to his Lordfhip. The contents of it, as 
far as I am able to recollect, were as follow : 

“ My Lord Dundee, 

“ I underftand you are now at Watford, and 
“ that you keep your men together; I defire you 
*« may ftav there till farther orders, and, upon 

my 
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my honour, none in my army fliall touch. 
44 you.” 


W. H. Prince of Orange. 

Upon the receipt of this letter, our forces re¬ 
turned ioto the town, fet up their horfes, and re- 
frefbed themfelves. About three in the afternoon, 
there came intelligence, that the king would be at 
Whitehall that night, having returned from Fever- 
fham, whether he had fled in difguife, and was ill- 
treated by the rabble before they difcovered him. 
Upon this incident, the Lords Dundee, Dunmore, 
Linlithgow, and niyfelf, who defired leave to go 
with my colonel, took borfe; and, arriving at 
Whitehall a little after the king, had the honour 
to kifs his Majefty’s hand. 

The next morning the Earl of Feverfham was 
lent by the kiug, with fome propolals to the Prince 
of Orange, who was then at Windfor, where his 
Lordfhip was put in arreft by the prince’s com¬ 
mand, who fent the Marquis of Halifax, the Earl 
of Shrewibury, and the Lord Delamair (if I rightly 
remember) to the King, with his Highnefs’s order, 
that his Majeily ihould remove from Whitehall 
next day, before twelve o’ clock. This order was 
given about one in the morning : At the fame time, 
a barge was brought to Whitehall*hairs, and a 
Dutch guard fet about the King, without his know¬ 
ledge, but with directions to fee him fafe, if he had 
a mind to go on board any fbip, in order to his 
efcape. A ihip, it feems, was likewife prepared, 
and his majeily, attended by the Lords Dunmorc, 
Arran, and Middleton, went onboard; and then 
the three Lords returned to London. The Prince 
arrived at St. James’s about two hours after his 
majefty’s departure ; and the Earl of Arran went, 
among the reft, to attend his Highnefs, to whom 
being introduced, he told the Prince, that the 
Z 2 King 
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King, his mafter, had commanded him, upon his 
departure, to wait upon his Highnefs, and receive 
his commands. The Prince replied, he was glad to 
fee him, and had an efteem for him and all men 
of honour. Then turning afide to Tome other per¬ 
forms who were making their court, Dr. Burnet, 
loon after made Bifhop Salifbury, who had been 
the Earl of Arran’s governour, coming up to his 
Lordfhip, cried, Ay , my Lord Arran , you are now 
come in , and think to make a merit when the work is 
done . To this infult the Earl, in the hearing of 
many, replied only, Ccme, Doflor^ we ken one an¬ 
other weel enough . And the Earl’s own father 
told the Prince, that if this young fellow were not 
fecured, he would perhaps give his Highnefs fome 
trouble. Whereupon this noble young Lord was 
fent to the tower, where he continued about a 
year, and then returned to Scotland : And loon 
after, the young Lord Forbes, now Earl of Gra- 
nard, was likewife imprifoned in the fame place. 
King William had made feveral advances to his 
Lordfhip, as he did to many other perfons of qua¬ 
lity, to engage him in his fervice : and fending for 
him one day, alked him, why he did not take care 
of his regiment ? My Lord Forbes, not being pro¬ 
vided on a fudden with a better anfwer, told the 
King, that, having been born in Ireland, he had, 
not credit enough, he believed, to raife men, to 
fill up the places of the papifts in his regiment. 
King William thereupon laid, he would take that 
charge upon himfelf. Lord Forbes having now re- 
colltdfed himfeif, faid, he had likewife another rea- 
fon why he found it neceflary to decline his fervice, 
but was unwilling to mention it, not having the 
lead intention to difoblige his Highnefs. The 
Prince defired that he might do it freely, and it 
fliould not difoblige him ; whereupon niv Lord 
faid, that having fworn to retain his loyalty to 
King James, he could nor, in honour and confid¬ 
ence, 
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ence, without his matter's permittion, enter into 
the lervice of another prince, during his maj,'tty's 
life. Whereupon King William, foon after, 
thought it proper to fend him to the Tower : bur, 
however, was fo generous, as, in the time of his 
confinement, to fend one of the clerks of the trea- 
fury, with an order to pay him two hundred 
pounds, as very reafonably thinking, that, under 
the lofs of his regiment, as well as of his rents in 
Ireland, he might want money to fupport himfelf. 
My Lord Forbes having afked the clerk, by whofe 
direction he brought that lum? And the other an* 
i’wering,that he was only ordered to pay the money 
to his lordlhip, and to take his receipt, conjectured 
this prefent to have proceeded from King William ; 
and therefore defired the clerk to prefent his moft 
humble thanks to his Highnefs,and to let him know 
that, as he had never done him any fervice, he 
could not, in honour, receive any marks of his 
bounty. 

Upon this fubject I mutt add one more particu¬ 
lar, that when my Lord Forbes arrived with his 
regiment out of Ireland, and attended on King 
James, he advifed his Majetty to fight the prince 
upon the firft opportunity after hi? landing, before 
his party lhould grow ttrong : But thofe about 
the King, who had already engaged in the other 
intereft, would not fuffer that advice to be fol¬ 
lowed. 

I now return to my Lord Dundee, and mvLord 
Dunmore. Their lordttiips attted no longer as 
colonels, when they underttoocl that the Prince in¬ 
tended to place himfelfon the throne during his 
Majettv’s life : But the firtt, with the twenty-four 
troopers, who followed him up from Watford, 
left Lendon, and repaired with the utmott expe- 
diton, to his own cattle ; and the fecond. Ionite 
time after to Edinburgh, lying both quiet, until 
the convention of the ftates of hcotland was called. 

After 
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After their lordfihips were gone to Scotland, I 
went to Watford, where my Lord Kilfythe, as 
lieutenant-colonel, commanded the Lord Dunmore’s 
regiment of dragoons ; the reft of the army, which 
had been there, being gone to other places. Then 
Major-general MacCoy ordered the Lord Kilfy the to 
march the regiment from place to place, until they 
fhouldcome to Congerton, a town in Chdhire. Here 
they quartered, when the Prince and Princels of 
Orange were proclaimed King and Queen of Eng¬ 
land, <bc. bv thelheriff and three or four bailiffs. It 
happened to be a very jftormy day; and when the fhe- 
riffhad done his office, a crack-brain’d fellow, at 
the head of a great rabble, proclaimed the Duke 
of Monmouth king, to the great diverfion of the 
regiment, not believing he had been beheaded. 

When my Lord Dundee refufed to ferve the 
Prince of Orange, Sir Thomas Levingffon, of my 
Lord Kilfythe’s family, got the regiment. This 
gentleman was born in Holland, and often ufed to 
raife recruits in Scotland ; upon which account he 
was well known to the regiment. He came down 
poft to Congerton, and, at fupper, told the .offi¬ 
cers that he was fent to know which of them 
would ferve King William, and which would not ? 
Now, the oath of allegiance to that prince, having 
not been offered to that regiment , one of the 
company anlwered, that we having lworn allegi¬ 
ance to King James, could not, in confidence and 
honour, draw our fwords againft him : Where¬ 
upon Sir Thomas, drinking an health to King 
James, upon his knees, anfwered, That he wifhed 
he might be damned, whenever he fhould com¬ 
mand them to break that oath ; and, in order to 
ingratiate himfelf further with the regiment, added, 
that he would return to London next day, foi a 
command to march them ftraight to Scotland, where 
their wives and friends were ; and likewife procure 
a captain’s coinmiffion for me, fince Sir Adam 

Blair, 
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Blair, who commanded the troop, in which I was 
lieutenant, had refufed to ferve King William; 
both which he accordingly obtained. 

When he returned from London, he marched 
with the regiment directly through Berwick into 
Scotland ; and as they palled by Edinburgh, (the 
caftle whereof was kept for K. James by the Duke of 
Gordon) Sir Thomas, and my Lord Kilfythe went 
into the town to receive Duke Hamilton’s com¬ 
mands, who was then High-commiffioner ; and 
fome other officers went in at the fame time, to fee 
their wives and friends. 

The Duke afked Sir Thomas where I was ? And, 
being informed that I was gone to Sterling, de- 
fired I might be fent for. Upon my attend¬ 
ing his Grace, he was pleafed to fay, that he 
had been always my friend ; and that now he had 
it in his power to provide for me, if I would be 
true to my truft, (For he fuppofed I had taken the 
oath to King William) ; and, upon my anfwer, 
that I would be true to what I had fworn, the 
Duke replied, it was very well. 

Upon this occafion, and before I proceed 
further, I think it will be proper to make 
fome apology for my future conduct ; becaufe 
I am conlcious, that many people, who are 
in another intcreft, may be apt to think and 
fpeak hardly of me : But I delire they would 
pleafe to confider, that the revolution was then a n 
event altogether new, and had put many men 
much wifer than myfelf at a lofs how to proceed. 
I had taken the oath of allegiance to King James ; 
and having been bred up under the ftridleit prin¬ 
ciples of loyalty, could not force my confcience to 
difpenfe with that oath during his Majefty's life. 
All thofe perfons of quality in Scotland, to whom 
I had been moll obliged, and on whom I had 
chiefly depended, did ftill adhere to that prince. 
Thofe people, whom, from my youth, I had been 
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taught to abhor ; whom, by the commands of mv 
lupeiiors, I had conftantly treated as rebels, and 
who, confequemly, conceived an irreconcileable a- 
nimofity againft: me, were upon this great change, 
the higheft in favour and employments. Andlaft- 
lv, the eftablifhed religion in Scotland, which was 
epifcopal, under which I had been educated, and 
to which 1 had always borne the higheft venera¬ 
tion, was utterly deftroyed in that kingdom, (al¬ 
though preierved in the other two) ; and the Pref- 
byterian kirk, which had ever been my greateft 
averfion, exalted in its (lead. 

Upon all thefe confederations, I hope every can¬ 
did reader will be fo juft to believe, that, fuppoling 
me in an error, I afted at leaft fincerely, and ac¬ 
cording to the dictates of my confcience ; and, as 
it is manifeft, without any worldly view : For I 
had then conftderable offers made me, and, in all 
probability fhould have been greatly advanced, if 
1 could have perfuaded myfelt to accept them. 

Having laid thus much to excufe my conduct 
from that time forward, I fliu.ll now proceed to 
relate fafts and paffages, juft as they happened *, 
and avoid, as much as pcffible, giving any offence. 

My Lord Dunmore being then at Edinburgh, I 
thought it my duty to pay my refpe&s to his Lord- 
fhip, who had been alfo my colonel. He was 
pleafed to invite me to dine with him that day at a 
tavern ; where he faid, Lieutenant-general Dou¬ 
glas, (who had left England, a little before, on 
fome pretence or other) the Lord Kilfythe, Cap¬ 
tain Murray, (ail his ain lads, as his Lordfhip ex- 
preffed himfelf) were to meet him. 1 objected a- 
gainft Douglas, that he was not to be trnfted ; 
(this was the fame man, who afterwards was Lieu¬ 
tenant-general of King William’s army in Ireland 
againft King James ; and whofe name will never 
be forgot in that kingdom, on account of his many 
ravages and barbarities committed there : but his 
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jLordfhip anfwered, that he would pawn his life for 
his honefty ; becaufe my Lord Dundee had allured 
him, that the Lieutenant-general had given him 
his faith and honour, to be with him in five days, 
if he marched to the hills, to declare for King 
James. Whereupon I fubmitted my fcruples to my 
coloners judgment and accordingly tfe all met to¬ 
gether at the tavern. 

Dinner was no fooner done, than we heard the 
news that King James was landed in Ireland ; then 
Douglas took a beer glafs, and looking round him, 
laid, Gentlemen, we have ail eat of his bread, and 
here is his health ; which he drank off, on his 
knees ; and all the company did the fame ; Then 
filling another bumber, he drank damnation to all 
who would ever draw a fword againfthim. 

I then returned to Sterling, and foon after, the 
ftates of Scotland met, To this convention my 
Lord Dundee went incognito , left the rabble, who 
had threatened his perfon, fhould afiault him in 
the ftreets. He made a fpeechto the houfe, to the 
following purpofe : “ That he came thither as a 
“ Peer of the realm, to ferve his Majefty ; and 
“ that if the King had no fervice for him, he hop- 
%i ed, that honourable aflembly would protect him 
“ as a peaceable fubjedt, from the rage of his ene- 
mies.” 

Upon receiving an anfwer from the ftates, that 
they could not poffibly do it, he flipped out of the 
houfe, and privately withdrew from the town, fol¬ 
lowed by the twenty-four troopers, who had at¬ 
tended him thither : And, as he rode by the caf- 
tle, feeing the Duke of Gordon, who commanded 
it, walking on the walls; he charged his Grace to 
keep the place for King James, till he fhould hear 
further from him, who was then going, he faid r 
to appear in the field for his Majefty. 

His Lordlhip had no fooner left the town, than 
one Major Burning, with a party, (by order from 
Vol. Xl # A a the 
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(he Convention) followed, with directions to fei'ze 
him; whereupon my Lord Dundee, commanding 
his attendants to march on gently,-flopped tofpealc 
with the Major; and, underftanding his errand, 
advifeel him to return ; or he would lend him back 
to his matters in a pair of blankets, as he exprefled 
himfelf. 1 he Major (who perhaps was no enemy 
to his Lordfliip) returned accordingly; and my 
Lord arrived at his caflle ; where he flayed only 
that night : For in the morning* taking four 
thoufand pounds with him, he went into the High¬ 
lands, to Sir Owen Cameron ; where he was foon 
joined by the Laird of Cappach, who, fometimes' 
before, had been driven out of his eftate by order 
of King James; (as I have already related) and by 
many other gentlemen of quality. 

Major-Gen. MacCoy, coming to Edinburgh at this 
jundure, was ordered to march the forces, which 
he brought with him, againfl my Lord Dundee* 
Thefe forces confifled of three or four regiments- 
of foot, and one of horfe ; befides Sir Thomas 
Levingfton's of dragoons. They flopped in their 
march a night or two at Dundee. The firft night, 
I got privately into the caflle, (as it had been a- 
greed between my Lord Kilfythe and me), and' 
there affured my Lady Dundee, that the regiment 
of dragoons, in which I ferved, fhould be at her 
Lord’s fervice, whenever he pleafed to command ; 
whereof her ladyfhip gave notice next day to her 
hufband ; who fent me a note, by a ragged High¬ 
lander, which 1 received as we were upon our 
march from the town of Dundee towards the High¬ 
lands. The contents of my Lord’s note were, 
“ That he had written to the King to fend him 

two thoufand foot, and one thoufand horfe out 
<f of Ireland ; and that, as foon as thofe forces- 
c£ were arrived, he would expeCt me with a regi^ 
u ment of dragoons.” 

When Major-General MacCoy came within 
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&ght of my Lord Dundee, night coming on, ob¬ 
liged him to halt; which gave opportunity to his 
Lordihip to retreat in the morning ; but MacCoy 
followed him all day; whereupon, facing about, 
my Lord advanced towards him, which caufed the 
Major-General to retreat-in his turn. Thus we 
fpent about three weeks, fometimes purfuing, and 
fometimes purfued ; our leader, MacCoy, ftiLl 
writing every poft for new fupplies ; till at fail, one 
regiment of dragoons, and another of foot, came 
to his affiftance, on the 5th day of June 1689. 
When this reinforcement came, he got intelligence 
of my Lord Kilfythe’s intention and mine, of go¬ 
ing over with the regiment to my Lord Dundee. 

All people agreed, that Lieut.-General Douglafs, 
who had made fo many folemn profeffions of his 
loyalty to King James, and whofe healtn he had 
drank on his knees, was the very perfon, who had 
given this intelligence to MacCoy; bscaufc he alone 
knew what had palled at the tavern where we din¬ 
ed ; and becaufe, inftead of going with Dundee, 
as he had promifed him, upon his faith and ho¬ 
nour, he had rid poft for London. 

From this period my troubles began ; for I was 
then fent up to Edinburgh, and there imprifoned 
in the tolbooth, together with my Lord Kilfythe, 
Captain Livingfton, Captain Murray, and Lieute¬ 
nant Murray; each of us in a feparate dungeon, 
with orders, that none Ihould be permitted to 
fpeak to us, except through the key-hole : And 
in this miferable condition we lay for two months. 

My Lord Kilfythe’s friends were under great ap- 
prehenfions that I would betray his Lordihip. But 
my Lord did me the jjuftice to allure them, that I 
would fuffer the worft extremity, rather than be 
guilty of fo infamous an action ; which, he faid, 
they iliould find upon any temptation that might 
offer. When we had been clofe confined in our 
dungeons for two months, we were brought before 
A a 2 the 
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the council, one by one, to be examined concern* 
ing our knowledge of my Lord Jvilfythe’s intention 
to carry off the regiment. Livingftone and the 
two Murrays, having not been privy to that defign, 
were able to difcover nothing to his Lordfhip’s pre¬ 
judice ; and were likewife gentlemen of too much 
honour to purchafe their liberty with a lie ; where¬ 
upon they were remanded back to their feveral 
dungeons. It was my turn to be next examined, 
and I was ftrongly l'ufpefted. But, notwithftanding 
my liberty vvas promifed me if I would difcover all 
I knew of the matter, the Lord Advocate at the fame 
time alfo urging I mull have certainly been privy 
to it; I positively denied any knowledge of that af¬ 
fair, adding, that I believed my Lord Kilfythe had 
never entertained fuch a defign ; or, if he had, 
that it was altogether improbable his Lordlhip 
fhould impart it to me, a poor firanger, born in 
Ireland, and yet keep it a fecret from gentlemen of 
the kingdom, in whom he might much better con¬ 
fide. This I ftiil repeated, and flood to with great 
firmnefs, even after I faw the hangman, with the 
torturing boots, ftanding at my bark ; whereupon 
I was likewife returned to my dungeon. 

The council, although they could force no con- 
feffion from me or my companions, that might af¬ 
fect my Lord Kilfythe, on whofe eftate their hearts 
were much fet, yet refolved to make a facrifice of 
fome one among us. But the other gentlemen be¬ 
ing of their own kindred and country, and 1 a 
ftranger, as well as much hated for proiecuting the 
covenanters, (who, by the change of the times, 
me a lures, and opinions, were now grown into high 
favour with the government, as I have before men¬ 
tioned) the lot fell on me, and they gave out a re¬ 
port that I fhould be hanged within a few days. 
But, a gentleman then in town, one Mr. Buchanan, 
who held a fecre: coirefpondencc with my Lord 

Dundee, 
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Dundee, Tent his Lordfhip intelligence of this their 
refolution concerning me. 

That Lord was then at the caftle of Blair of A- 
tholl ; and, having notice of the danger I was in, 
wrote a letter to the Duke of Hamilton, Preildcnt 
of the council, defiring his Grace to inform the 
board, 44 That if they hanged Captain Creich- 
“ ton, or, (to ufe his own homely expreflion) 

if they touched an hair of his tail, he would cut 
t: the laird of Blair, and the laird of Pollock, 
<c joint by joint, and would fent their limbs in 
ci hampers to the council.” 

Thcfe two gentlemen having been taken prifon- 
ers at St. John down by my Lord Dundee, were 
ftill kept in confinement. Whereupon the Duke, 
though it was night, called the council, which met 
immediately, fuppofing that the buflnels which 
preffed fo much might relate to fome exprefs from 
court. But when the clerk read my Lord Dun¬ 
dee’s letter, they appeared in great confufion : 
Whereupon the Duke faid, “ 1 fear we dare not 
4< touch an hair of Creichton ; for ye all know 
V Dundee too well, to doubt whether he will be 
€< punctual to his word ; and the two gentlemen 
u in his hands are too nearly allied to fome here, 
<c that their lives Ihould be endangered on thisoc- 
“ cation.” What his Grace faid was very true ; 
for, if I remember righr, the laird of Blair had 
married a daughter of a former Duke of Hamil¬ 
ton. The ilTue of the matter was, that under this 
perplexity they all cried out, <4 Let the fellow live 
• ‘ a while longer.” 

Not long after this happened the battle of Giiii- 
cranky, near the cable of the LLiir of Athoil; 
where the forces of the Lord Dundee, con 11 fling 
of no more than feventeen hundred toot, (all High¬ 
landers, except three hundred lent him from Ire¬ 
land, under the command of Colonel Cannon* 
when he expected three tkaufand, as l have men 

tioned) 






n,*> MEMOIRS OF 

tioncd), and forty-five horfe, routed an army of 
five thoufand men, with Major-General MacCoy 
at their head ; took fifteen hundred prifoners, and 
killed a great number, among whom Colonel Bal¬ 
four was one. MacCoy efcaped, and fled that 
night twenty-five miles end-ways, to the caftle of 
Drummond. 

But my Lord Dundee did not live to fee himfelf 
victorious : For, as he was wheeling about a rock, 
over the enemies heads, and making down the 
brae to attack them, (they making a running fire), 
he was killed by a random Ihot at the beginning 
of the action: Yet his men difcovered not his fall, 
till they had obtained the victory. The next day, 
though victorious, they fuflered their prifoners to 
depart, on parole, that they would never take uiJ 
•arms again ft King James, Colonel Ferguflon only 
excepted, on account of his more than ordinary 
zeal for the new eflablilliment. 

King William having heard of this defeat, faid, 
“ He knew the Lord Dundee fo well, that he mull 
4 ‘ have been either killed or mortally wounded, o- 
44 therwife, before that time, he would have been 
44 mailer of Edinburgh.” 

I now defire leave to return to my own affairs. 
About four months after my examination, I was 
advifed in plain words, by the Dukes of Hamilton 
and Queenfberrv, who were then going up to Lon¬ 
don ; that I fnould bribe Melvil, then Secretary of 
Scotland; with whom their Graces likewife would 
ufe their intereft to get an order from King Wil¬ 
liam for my liberty. But 1 was fo far from hav¬ 
ing money to bribe a courtier of the Secretary’s 
rank, that I had hardly enough to fupport my felt; 
whereupon my noble friend, the Lord Killy the, 
who thought himfelf indebted to my fidelity for 
his life and fortune, was fo extremely generous, as 
:o make me a prelent of live hundred pounds, 
which 1 immediately fern to Melvil; who thereup¬ 
on, 
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on, joining his intereft wich the good offices of the 
two Dukes before mentioned, prevailed with King 
William to fend down an order; upon the receipt 
of which, I was to be fct at liberty by the council. 
But they would not obey it, alledging that the 
King was milinformed ; and, out of the abundance 
of their zeal, wrote to him, that if Captain Creich- 
ton Ihould obtain his liberty, he would murder all 
Scotland in one night. 

Thus my hope of liberty vanifhed : For, King 
William foon after going to Flanders, and not 
thinking it prudent to diicredit the re prefen tat ion 
which the council had made of me, as fo very dan¬ 
gerous a perfon, left me in the tolbooth; tho’ the 
two Dukes, out of their great friendfhip, (which I 
fhould be moll ungrateful ever to forget) had both 
offered to anfwer, body for body, for my peaceable 
demeanour. But notwithstanding all this, King 
William, for the reafon before mentioned, left me 
prifoner in the tolbooth, as I faid ; where I conti¬ 
nued two years and a half longer, without one pen¬ 
ny of money, though not without many friends* 
whofe charity and generofity fupported me under 
this heavy affliction. 

My wife and two boys, with as many daughters, 
were in town, all the time of my confinement. The 
boys died young, but the mother and the two girls 
lived to endure many hardfhips ; having been twice 
plundered by the rabble, of the tittle fubftance tbuy 
had left ; however, they and myfelf were ftill pro¬ 
videntially relieved by fome friend or other; and 
particularly once by the lady Carnwath, (mother o£ 
the prefent Earl); who, when we had not one 
penny left to buy bread, fent us up a fack c£ 
meal and a balket of fowl, fixty miles from Edin¬ 
burgh. 

My fcliow-prifoners and I, after the time of our 
examination by the council, were allowed, for four 
or live hours everyday to converfe with each other* 

and 
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and with our friends : And, when we had been 
three years in the tolbooth, my companions being 
related to the beft families in the kingdom, were 
at lail permitted on bail, to lodge in the city, with 
a centry at each of their doors. But I was not al¬ 
lowed the fame favour till two months after, when 
Duke Hamilton, ftill my friend, with much diffi¬ 
culty and ftrong application to the council, obtain¬ 
ed it for me : And, when the order was at laft 
granted* I was at a great lofs to find fuch a perfon 
for my bail, whom the council would approve of; 
till the laird of Pictencrief, a gentleman whom I 
had never feen before, fent up his name (without 
any application from me) to the clerk, and was 
accordingly accepted. 

I had not been two months difcharged out of the 
tolbooth, and removed to a private lodging in the 
town, with a centry upon me, when the govern¬ 
ment, upon fome pretence or other, filled the caf- 
tle with a great number of perfons of quality ; a- 
mong whom were the Lords Kilfythe, Hume, and 
feveral others; and the tolbooth again, with as 
many of inferiour note as it could hold. 

In a week after I had been permitted to live in 
the city with my family, I found the centry had 
orders to keep me clofe, without allowing me to 
ftir from my lodgings upon any pretence whatfoe- 
ver: But when ano:her regiment came to relieve 
that which was before upon duty, I bribed him 
who had been my keeper, at his going off, that he 
ihould tell the lirft who came in his place, that his 
orders were to walk with me to any part of the town 
Ipleafed. This was accordingly done, and thence¬ 
forward, I ufed to take my centry along with me, 
and vifit my old fellow prifoners, the Gillicranky- 
men, and fometimes fiav with them all night; at 
other times, my friends would do the fame at my 
lodgings; among whom the Lord William Dougkifs 
often did me that honour. Nay fometimes, in com¬ 
pany 
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Jjany of fome gentlemen, I would leave the centry 
drinking with the footmen in an ale-houfe at the 
back of the town-wall, while we ramolednine or ten 
miles into the country to vifit fome acquaintance 
or other: (fill taking care to return before two in 
the aftornoon, which was the hour of parade, to 
fave the centry from danger. 

Thus I fpent above two months, till the day the 
government had filled the caftle and the tolbooth 
again, as I have mentioned already. As foon as I 
was told of my Lord Kilfythe’s imprifonment, I 
knew the danger I was in, and had juft time to 
run with the centry to a cellar, where I found 
twelve officers got together for fhelter likewife 
from the (form a little before me. We Rayed 
there clofe till night, and then difpatched my cen¬ 
try. with Captain Mair’s footman, to the Lady 
Lockhart’s, (who was married to the Captain) four 
miles out of town, to let her know that her huf- 
band would be at home that night, with twelve o- 
ther cavaliers, (for fo in thofe days we affected to 
ftile ourfelves), to avoid being imprifoned in the 
tolbooth. 

When the mefiage was delivered, the lady order¬ 
ed three or four of her fervants to take up the cen¬ 
try four pair of (lairs, and to ply him well with 
drink. Accordingly they kept him drunk for twelve 
days and nights together, fo that he neither faw 
me, nor I him, in all that time. Two days after 
we came to Lady Lockhart’s, I determined, againft 
her and her friends advice, to return privately to 
Edinburgh, to difcourfe with the laird of Pit- 
tencrief, my bail : Refolving at all adventures, that 
fo generous a pcrfon fliould not be a fufferer on 
my account. 1 accordingly repaired in the night 
to the fame ale-houfe at the back of the town-wall, 
and thence fent the footman who attended me, to 
bring the laird thither. He prefently came, with 
two other gentlemen in his company ; and, after 
Vol. XI. Bb drinking 
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drinking together for half ah hour, “ He bid m d 
“ go whether I pleafed, and God’s blefling along 

with me whereupon, thrufting me out at the 
door, in a friendly manner, added, that he would 
pay the hundred pounds he was bound in to the 
council, next morning, if demanded of him, which 
they accordingly did, and the money was paid. 

I then returned to the company, at my Lady 
Lockhart’s, and thence wrote to the Dukes before 
mentioned for their advice, what courfe tb take : 
Their anfwer was, “ That, in regard to my poor 
(i family, I fhould make my efcape to my own 
<r country, and there fet potatoes till I faw better 
c< times.” At the end of twelve days, Captain 
Mair and his eleven friends got over leas to St. 
Germains ; when I likewife took my leave of them 
and the Lady, to make the beft of my way for Ire¬ 
land. But I bethought me of the poor centry, (to 
whom the twelve days we frayed there, Itemed no 
longer than two or three, fo well was he plied 
with drink) and calling for him, alked whether he 
would chufe to fhare with me and my fortunes, or 
go back to the regiment, perhaps to be fhot for 
negleft of his duty ? He readily anfwered, that he 
would go with me whither ever I went ; and not 
long after we came into Ireland, I had the good 
luck to get him made a ferjeant of grenadiers, in 
the regiment formerly commanded by my Lord 
Dumbarton, by a Captain, who was then gone 
thither for recruits ; in which regiment he died a 
Lieutenant fome years after. 

The lady at parting, made me a prefent of a good 
horfe, with ten dollars, to bear my charges on the 
way; and moreover hired a tenant's horfe to carry 
the centry to the borders. I durft not be feen to 
pafs through Galloway, and therefore went by 
Carlifle to Whitehaven. Here I found an ac¬ 
quaintance, who was minifter of the town, of the 
name of Marr ; a gentleman of great worth and 

learning. 
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learning. Before the Revolution, he had been 
minister of a parilli in Scotland, near the borders : 
But about the time of that event, the rabble, a3 
he told me the (lory, came to his houfe in the 
night to rob and murder him ; having treated o- 
thers of his brethren, the Epifcopal Clergy, before, 
in that inhuman manner. He was a fmgle man, 
and had but one man-fervant, whofe buGnefs was to 
drefs his meat, and make his bed; and while the vil¬ 
lains were breaking into the houfe, he had juft time 
to put on his breeches, ftockings, and {hoes, and np 
more ; for by that time they were got in ; when he 
thought it bet.rer to leap out at the window, but 
half clothed as he was, than to expofe his life to 
the fury of fuch, vvhofe very mercies might be 
cruel. Thus he faved his life, and made his tfcape 
to the Englifh fide, with only four dollars in his 
pocket; leaving his goods, houfe, and parifh, as 
plunder to thole faints, who, dc.ubdef, looked on 
fuch as he. was, as no other than an ufurper of 
.what, of right, pertained to them ; purfuant to 
the maxim, That dominion is founded in grace . 

And here I beg leave to relate the treatment 
which another Epifcopal clergyman received from 
that tribe, about the lame time : liis name was 
Kirkwood, \vhom I iikewife knew, before the Re¬ 
volution, minifter of a parifli in Galloway in Scot¬ 
land, and afterwards rector in the county of Fer- 
manah in Ireland. /\mong other good qualities, 
-this gentleman was a very facetious perfoo; and 
by his prefence of mind, in making uie of this ta¬ 
lent, he had the good fortune to lave both his life 
and goods from the fury of thole godly men, who 
then thought all things their own. When jhey 
broke into the houfe, he was in bed ; and ftttipg 
up in his Hurt, deli red leave to fpeak a few words 
before he died ; which (I cannot tell how it hap¬ 
pened) they granted, and he/poke to thiseftetft* 
That he kid always prayed to God, he might die in 
B b 2 his 
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bis bed\ adding , that he had in his houfe , good ale 
and brandy , a* 2/2 all Scotland ; therefore 
hoped the worthy gentlemen would do him the ho¬ 
nour to drink with him, before they did any thing 
rafhly. 

This facetious fpeech, which they little expected 
from him, in the article of fo much danger as then 
threatened him, had the luck to divert them from 
their bloody purpofe, and to make them comply 
with his requeft : So that, after drinking plenti¬ 
fully, they laid he was an hearty cheel ; and left 
him in quiet pofieflion of his houfe and goods. 
But he durft not truft his talent to another trial, 
left the next company might not be influenced as 
this fir ft had been ; and therefore, as foon as it 
was day, made oft* with his family and eftc<fts in the 
beft manner he could ; and refted not until he was 
jfife in Ireland. 

I could not forbear relating thefe ftories from 
the gentlemens own mouths, as I might do others 
of the fame kind, upon my own knowledge ; al¬ 
though they are contradiclory to what the preach¬ 
ers of the new eftablifhed kirk have fo confidently 
given out. They would fain have the world be** 
lieve, that they (hewed great indulgence to the E- 
pifcopal clergy at the Revolution, and for feveral 
years after. But they muft grant me and others 
leave not to believe them : Nor ought they to be 
angry, if I give the reader a further idea of them, 
and of the fpirit that reigned in the fynods, con¬ 
ventions, or general aftemblies of their kirk. 

During my confinement in the tolbooth, a ge¬ 
neral aficmbly was called ; to which my Lord Lo¬ 
thian, as I was informed afterwards, was fent com* 
miffioner from King William. His Lordfhip’s in- 
ftru<Stions were, to fignify to them the King’s de¬ 
fire, that as many of the Epifcopal clergy, as would 
take the oath of allegiance to him, might keep 
pofftfiion of thek' feveral parifhes. To this the 
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members anfwered in a difdainful manner, What ! 
Jhall we fuffer any fcahbed fieep among as ? Na> na, 
not ane ; and thereupon fent two oi: their brethren 
to King William, who was then in Flanders, to 
move him for more favours to the kirk, and power 
further to opprefs the Epifcopal clergy. But that 
Prince told them in plain terms, that he had been 
impofed upon in granting to the kirk, the favours 
fhe had already got; and withal commanded them, 
to let the general aflembly know, that it was his 
will and pleafure, that they fhould live peaceably 
with thofe who were willing to live fo with them ; 
otherwife he would make them know that he was 
their matter. 

With this unwelcome anfwer from King Wil¬ 
liam, the two fpiritual envoys returned to thofe 
who fcnt them; and at the fame time, or loon af¬ 
ter, the Prince difpatched an order to the commif- 
ttoner to diffolve the aflembly, if he found them 
periitting in their feverity towards the Epifcopal 
clergy. 

As foon as the legates delivered the meffage, all 
in the aflembly began to fpeak out with thegreateft 
boldnefs imaginable, faying, “ That the King durft 
,c not have fent them fuch an anfwer, if he had 
** not an army at his back.” Whereupon the 
commifiioner diflblved the fynod ; and, in the 
King’s name, commanded all the members to de¬ 
part to their feveral homes. 

Bur, inftead of obeying that order, they till went 
in a body, with that poor weak creatute, the Lord 
Crawfurd, at their head, to the market-crofs ; 
and there publifhed a protettation, declaring, rhat 
the King had no authority in chorch-aftairs, nor 
any right to diflblve their general aifemblv. 

I relate this ftory as it was told me, not only to 
give the reader an idea of the fpi-rit that reigned in 
that kirk, eftablillied now in Scotland as 1 have 
faid, but like wife to do juftice to the memory of 

King 
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King William, (which may be the more acceptable, 
as coming from one who was in a contrary in- 
tered). And, indeed, I have fo good an opinion 
of that Prince, as to believe he would have a<ded 
much better than he did, with regard to the ciril 
and eccltdadical copditution in Scotland, if he 
had been permitted to govern by his own opi¬ 
nions. 

But now to come to the conclusion of my dory. 
The * Hollantide, after I arrived in Ireland, my 
wife and two daughters followed me; and we fet¬ 
tled in the county of Tyrone with my father, (who 
died two years afterwards) on a fmall freehold; 
where I have made an hard Shift to maintain them 
with induftry, and eyen manual labour, for about 
twelve years, till my wife died, and my daughters 
were married, which happened not very long after 
I became a widower- 

I am at prefentin the 83d year of my age, ftill hat¬ 
ed by thofe people, who affirm the old covenanters 
to have been unjudly dealt with; and therefore be¬ 
lieve a great number of improbable dories concern¬ 
ing me; as that I was a common murderer of them 
and their preachers, with many other falfe and im¬ 
probable dories. But the reader, I hope, from 
whom I have not concealed any one trania&ion or 
adventure that happened to me among thole rebel¬ 
lious people, or mifreprefented the lead: circum- 
dance, as far as my memory could ferve me ; will 
judge whether he hath reafon to believe me to have 
been fuch a perfon as they reprefented me, and to 
hate me as thoy do upon that account. And my com¬ 
fort is, that I can appeal from their unjud tribunal 
to the mercy of God; before wnoni, by the courfe 
of nature, 1 mud foon appear, who knows the inte¬ 
grity of my heart, and that my actions (condemned 
by them) were, as far as my underdanding could 
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dircft me, meant for the good of the church, and 
the fervice of my King and country. 

And, although fuch people hate me becaufe 
they give credit to the falfe reports raifed con¬ 
cerning me, another comfort left me in my old 
age is, that I have conftamly preieived (and ftill do 
fo) the love and eftcom of ail honeft and good 
men, to whom l have had the happinefe at any 
time to be known. 


JOHN CREICHTON. 
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CONVERSATION. 


I HAVE obferved few obvious fubjcCts to have 
been fo feldom, or at leaft io (lightly handled 
as this; and, indeed, I know few fo difficult to be 
treated as it ought, nor yet upon which there feern- 
eth fo much to be faid. 

Moft things purfued by men for the happinefs of 
public or private life, our wit or folly have io rc- 
ffned, that they feldom fubfift but in idea ; a true 
friend, a good marriage, a perfect form of govern¬ 
ment, with fome others, require fo many ingredi¬ 
ents, fo good in their feveral kinds, and fo much 
nicenefs in mixing them, that for fome thoulands 
of years men have defpaired of reducing their 
fchemes to perfection : But, in converfation, it is 
or might be otherwife ; for here we are only to a- 
void a multitude of errors, which, although a mat¬ 
ter of fome difficulty, may be in every man’s power. 
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for want of which it remaineth as mere an idea as 
the other. Therefore it feemeth ro me, that the 
trueft way to under (land converfation, is to know 
the faults and errors to which it is fubjeft, and 
from thence every man to form maxims to liimfelf 
whereby it may be regulated ; becaufe it requireth 
few talents to which moft men are not born, or at 
leaft may not acquire without any great genius or 
ftudy. For nature hath left every "man a capacity 
of being agreeable, though not of fhining in com¬ 
pany ; and there are an hundred men iufficiently 
qualified for both, who, by a very few faults that 
they might corrtft in half an hour, are not fo 
much as tolerable. 

I was prompted to write my thoughts upon this 
fubjecl by mere indignation, to reflect that fo ufe- 
ful and innocent a pleafure, fo fitted for every 
period and condition of life, and fo much in all 
men s power, fhould be fo much negledled and ab- 
ufed. 

And in this difeourfe it will be neceflary to note 
thofe errors that are obvious, as well as others 
which are feldomer obferved, fince there are few 
f ) obvious or acknowledged, into which moft men, 
iome time or other, are not apt to run. 

irorinftance : Nothing is more generally explod¬ 
ed than the folly of talking too much; yet I rare¬ 
ly remember to have feen five people together, 
where iome one among them hath not been predo¬ 
minant in that kind, to the great conftraint and 
difguft of all the reft. But among fuch as deal in 
multitudes of words, none are comparable to the 
fober deliberate talker, who proceedeth with much 
thought and caution, maketh his preface, branch- 
eth out into feveral digreflions, findeth a hint that 
putteth him in mind of another ftory, which he 
promifeth to tell you when this is done ; cometh 
back regularly to his fubjtft, cannot readily call to 
mind fome perfon’s name, holdeji his head, com- 
Vol. XI. C c plaineth 
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plaineth of his memory; the whole company all 
this while in fufpence ; at length, fays he, it is no 
matter, and fo goes on. And, to crown the bu- 
finefs, it perhaps proveth at laft a ftory the com¬ 
pany hath heard fifty times before; or, at beft, 
fome infipid adventure of the rela-ter. 

Another general fault in converfation is, that of 
thofe who affett to talk of themfelves: Some, with¬ 
out any ceremony, will run over the hiftory of 
their lives ; will relate the annals of their difeafes, 
with the feveral fymptoms and circumftances of 
them ; will enumerate the hardfhips and injuftice 
they have fufFered in court, in parliament, in love, 
or in law. Others are more dexterous, and with 
great art will ly on the watch to hook in their own 
praife : They will call a witnefs to remember they 
always foretold what would happen in fuch a cafe, 
but none would believe them ; they advifed fuch a 
man from the beginning, and told him the confe¬ 
rences juft as they happened ; but he would have 
his own way. Others make a vanity of telling 
their faults : They are the ftrangeft men in the 
world ; they cannot diflemble ; they own it is a 
folly; they have loft abundance of advantages by 
k ; but, if you would give them the world, they 
cannot help it ; there is fomething in their nature 
that abhors infincerity and conftraint; with many 
other unfufferable topics of the fame altitude. 

Of fuch mighty importance every man is to him- 
felf, and ready to think he is fo to others; with¬ 
out once making this eafy and obvious reflexion, 
that his affairs can have no more weight with other 
men, than their’s have with him; and how little 
that is, he is fenfible enough. 

Where company hath met, I often have obferv- 
ed two perfons difeover by fome accident, that they, 
were bred together at the fame fchool or univerfi- 
ty, after which the reft are condemned to filence, 
and to liften while thefe two are refrefhing each o- 
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ther’s memory with the arch tricks and paflages of 
themfelves and their comrades. 

I know a great officer of the army, who will fit 
for fome time with a lupercilious and impatient fi- 
lence, full of anger and contempt for thofe who 
are talking ; at length of a fudden demand audi¬ 
ence ; decide the matter in a fhort dogmatical way; 
then withdraw within himfelf again, and vouchfafe 
to talk no more, until his fpirits circulate again to 
the fame point 

There are fome faults in converfation, which 
none arc fo fubjedt to as the men of wit, nor ever 
fo much as when they are with each other. If 
they have opened their mouths, without endea¬ 
vouring to fay a witty thing, they think it is fo 
many words loft: Jt is a torment to the hearers, 
as much as to themfelves, to fee them upon the 
rack for invention, and in perpetual conftraint, 
with fo little fuccefs. They muft do fomething 
extraordinary, in order to acquit themfelves, and 
anfwer their charadter, elfe the ftanders-by may 
be disappointed and be apt to think them only like 
the reft of mortals. I have known two men of wit 
induftrioufly brought together, in order to enter¬ 
tain the company, where they have made a very ri¬ 
diculous figure, and provided all the mirth at their 
own expence. 

I know a man of wit, who is never eafy but 
where he can be allowed to dictate and prefide; he 
neither expedteth to be informed or entertained, 
but to difplay his own talents. His bulinefs is to 
be good company, and not good converfation ; 
and, therefore, he chufeth to frequent thofe who 
are content to liften, and profefs themfelves his 
admirers. And, indeed, the worft converfation I 
ever remember to have heard in my life, was that 
at Will’s coffeehoufe, where the wits (as they were 
called) ufed formerly to aifemble; that is to fay* 
five or fix men who had writ plays, or at leaft pro- 
C c 2 logues. 
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logues, or had fhare in a mifccllany, came thither* 
and entertained one another with their trifling 
compofures in fo important an air, as if they had 
been the noblefl: efforts of human nature, or that 
the fate of kingdoms depended on them ; and they 
were ufually attended with an humble audience of 
young ftudents from the inns of courts, or the u- 
niverfides, who, at due diflance, lifiened to thefe 
oracles, and returned home with great contempt 
for their law and philofophy, their heads filled 
with trafh, under the name of politenefs, criticifm, 
and belles lettres. 

By thefe means the poets, for many years paft, 
were all over-run with pedantry. For, as I take 
it, the word is not properly ufed ; becaufe pedanty 
is the too frequent or unfeafonable obtruding our 
own knowledge in common difeourfe, and placing 
too great a value upon it; by which definition, men 
of the court or the army may be as guilty of pe¬ 
dantry as a philofopher or a divine ; and it is the 
fame vice in women, when they are over copious 
upon the fubjebt of their petticoats, or their fans, 
or their china. For which reafon, although it be 
a piece of prudence, as well as good manners, to 
put men upon talking on fubjedts they are beft 
verfed in, yet that is a liberty a wife man could 
hardly take ; becaufe, befide the imputation of 
pedantry, it is what he would never improve by. 

This great town is ufually provided with fome 
player, mimick, or buffoon, who hath a general 
reception at the good tables; familiar and domef- 
tic with perfons of the fir ft quality, and ufually fent 
for at every meeting to divert the company; againft 
which I have no objection. You go there as to a 
farce or a puppet-fhow ; your bufinefs is only to 
laugh in feafon, either out of inclination or civility, 
while this merry companion is acting his part, it 
is a bufinefs he hath undertaken, and we are to 
foppofe he is paid for his day’s work. I only 

quarrel. 






g\ t CONVERSATION. 205 

quarrel, when in fele<ft and private meetings, where 
men of wit and learning are invited to pafs an 
evening, this jefter fliould be admitted to run over 
his circle of tricks, and make the whole company 
unfit for any other converfation, befides the in¬ 
dignity of confounding mens talents at fo fhameful 
a rate. 

Raillery is the fineft part of converfation ; but, as 
it is our ufual cuftoin to counterfeit and adulterate 
whatever is too dear for us, fo we have done with 
this, and turned it all into what is generally called 
repartee, or being fmart ; juft as when an expen- 
five fafhion cometh up, thofe who are not able to 
reach it content themlelves with fome paltry imita¬ 
tion. It now paffeth for raillery to run a man 
down in difeourfe, to put him out of countenance, 
and make him ridiculous, fometime to expole the 
defects of his perfon or underftanding; on all 
which occafions he is obliged not to be angry, to 
avoid the imputation of not being able to take a 
jeft. it is admirable to obferve one, who is dex¬ 
terous at this art, Angling out a weak adverfary, 
getting the laugh on his fide, and then carrying all 
before him. The French, from whom we borrow 
the word, have a quite different idea of the thing, 
and fo had we in the politer age of our fathers. 
Raillery was to fay fomething that at Arft appeared 
a reproach or reflexion, but, by fome turn of wit 
unexpected and furprifing, ended always in a com¬ 
pliment, and to the advantage of the perfon it was 
addreffed to. And furely one of the beft rules in 
converfation is, never to fay a thing which any of 
the company can reafonably wifh we had rather left 
unfaid ; nor can there any thing be well more 
contrary to the ends for which people meet toge¬ 
ther, than to part unfatisAed with each other or 
themfelves. 

There are two faults in converfation which ap¬ 
pear very different, yet arife from the fame root, 

and 
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and are equally blameable ; I mean, an impatienci 
to interrupt others, and the tfneafinefs of being 
interrupted ourfelves. The two chief ends of con- 
rerfation are, to entertain and improve thofe we 
are among, or to receive thofe benefits ourfelves; 
which whoever will confider, cannot eafilv run into 
either of thefe two errors; becaufe when any 
man fpeaketh in company, it is to be fuppoled he 
doth it for his hearer’s fake, and not his own ; fo 
that common difcrecion will teach us not to force 
their attention, if they are not willing to lend it; 
nor. on the other fide, to interrupt him who is in 
poflcflion, becaufc that is in the groffcft: manner to 
give the preference to our own good fenfe. 

& There are fome people, whole good manners 
will not fuffer them to interrupt you ; but, what 
is almoft as bad, will dilcover abundance of impa¬ 
tience, and lv upon the watch until you have done, 
becaufe they have ftarted fomething in their own 
thoughts which they long to be delivered of. Mean 
time, they are fo far from regarding what pafies, 
that their imaginations are wholly turned upon 
what they have in reserve, for fear it fhould flip 
out of their memory ; and thus they confine their 
invention, which might otherwife range over a hun¬ 
dred things full as good, and that might be much 
more naturally introduced. 

There is a fort of rude familiarity, which fome 
people, by pra£tifing among their intimates, have 
introduced into their general converfation, and 
would have it pafs for innocent freedom or hu¬ 
mour, which is a dangerous experiment in our 
northern climate, where all the little decorum and 
politenefs we have are purely forced by art, and 
are fo ready to lapfe into barbarity. This, among 
the Romans, was the raillery of flaves, of which 
we have many inftances in Plautus. It feemcth ter 
have been introduced among us by Cromwell, who, 
by preferring the fcum of the people, made it a 

court- 
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court entertainment, of which I have heard many 
particulars; and, confidering all things were turned 
upfide down, it was reafonable and judicious: Al¬ 
though it was a piece of policy found out to ridi¬ 
cule a point of honour in the other extreme, when 
the fmalleft word mifplaced among gentlemen end¬ 
ed in a duel. 

There are fome men excellent at telling a ftory, 
and provided with a plentiful flock of them, which 
they can draw out upon occafion in all companies; 
and, coniidering how low converfation (runs now’ 
among us, it is not altogether a contemptible ta. 
lent; however, it is fubjedl to two unavoidable de¬ 
fers ; frequent repetition, and being foon exhaufl- 
ed ; fo that whoever valueth this gift in himfelf, 
hath need of a good memory, and ought frequent¬ 
ly to £hift his company, that he may not diicover 
the weaknefs of his fund ; for thofe who are thus 
endowed have feldom any other revenue but live 
upon the main flock. 

Great fpeakers in public, are feldom agreeable in 
private converfation, whether their faculty be na¬ 
tural, or acquired by practice and often venturing. 
Natural elocution, although it may feem a para¬ 
dox, ufually fpringeth from a barrennefs of inven¬ 
tion and of words, by which men who have only 
one (lock of notions upon every fubjedl, and one 
fet of phrafes to exprefs them in, they fwim upon 
the fuperfkies, and offer themfelves on every occa¬ 
fion ; therefore, men of much learning, and who 
know the compafs of a language, are generally 
the word talkers on a fudden, until much prac¬ 
tice hath inured and emboldened them ; becaufe 
they are confounded with plenty of matter, variety 
of notions, and of words, which they cannot rea¬ 
dily chufe, but are perplexed and entangled by too 
great a choice, which is no difadvantage in private 
fonverfation; where, on the other fide, the ta¬ 
lent 
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lent of haranguing is, of all others, mod infup- 
portable. 

Nothing hath fpoiled men more for converia- 
tion, than the chara&er of being wits ; to fupport 
which, they never fail of encouraging a number of 
followers and admirers, who lift themfelves in 
their fervice, wherein they find their accounts on 
both Tides by pleafing their mutual vanity. This 
hath given the former fuch an air of iuperiority, 
and made the latter fo pragmatical, that neither of 
them are well to be endured. I fay nothing here 
of the itch of difpute and contradi&ion, telling of 
lies, or of thofe who are troubled with the difeafe 
called the wandering of the thoughts , that they are 
never prefent in mind at what paffeth in difcourle; 
for whoever labours under any of thefe poifefiions, 
is as unfit for converfation as mad-men in Bed¬ 
lam. 

I think I have gone over moft of the errors in 
converfation that have fallen under my notice or 
memory, except fome that are merely perfonal, and 
others "too grofs to need exploding; fuch as lewd 
or prophane talk ; but, I pretend only to treat the 
errors of converfation in general, and not the feye- 
ral fubjects of difeourfe, which would be infinite. 
Thus we fee how human nature is moft debafed, by 
the abufe of that faculty, which is held the great 
diftinction between men and brutes; and how little 
advantage we make of that which might be the 
greateft, the moft laiting, and the moft innocent, 
as well as ufeful pleafure of life : In default of 
which, we are forced to take up with thofe poor 
amufements of drefs and vifiting, or the more per¬ 
nicious ones of play, drink, and vicious amours, 
whereby the nobility and gentry of both fexes are 
entirely corrupted both in body and mind, and 
have loft all notions of love, honour, friendfhip 
and generofity ; which, under the name of foppe- 
rittL have been for fome time laughed out of doors. 

This 
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This degeneracy of converfation, with the perni¬ 
cious confequences thereof upon our humours and 
difpofitions, hath been owing, amo ( ng other cau- 
fes, to the cuftom arifen, for fonie time part, of 
excluding women from any (hare in our focietv, 
further than in parties at play, or dancing, or in 
the purfuit of an amour. I take the higheft pe¬ 
riod of politenefs in England (and it is of die lame 
date in France) to have been the peaceable part of 
King Charles l.’s reign ; and from what we read 
of thofe times, as well as from the accounts I have 
formerly met with from fome who lived in that 
court, the methods then ufed for railing and,cul¬ 
tivating converfation, were altogether different 
from ours : Several ladies, whom we lind celebrat¬ 
ed by the poets of that age, had affemblies at their 
houfes, where perfons of the beft underffanding, 
and of both fexes, met to pafs the evenings in dif- 
courfing upon whatever agreeable fubjects were oc- 
caffonally ffarted ; and although we are apt to ri¬ 
dicule the fublime Platonic notions they had, or 
perfonated in love and friendffiip, I conceive their 
refinements were grounded upon reafon, and that 
a little grain of the romance is no ill ingredient to 
preferve and exalt the dignity of human nature, 
without which it is apt to degenerate into every 
thing that is fordid, vicious and low. If there 
were no other ufe in the converfation of ladies, 
it is fufficient that it would lay a reffraint upon 
thofe odious topics of immodeffy and indecencies, 
into which the rudenefs of our northern genius is 
fo apt to fall. And, therefore, it is oblerveable 
in thofe fprightly gentlemen about the town, who 
are fo very dextrous at entertaining a vizard-tnaik 
in the park or the playhoufe, that, in the com¬ 
pany of ladies of virtue and honour, they are fi- 
lent and difconcerted, and out of their element. 

There are fome people who think they fulTicient- 
)y acquit themfelves and entertain their company 
Vol. XI. D d with 
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with relating of fafts of no conference, nor at all 
out of the road of fuch common incidents as hap¬ 
pen every day ; and this I have obferved more fre¬ 
quently among the Scots than any other nation, 
who are very careful not to omit the minuted cir- 
cumftances of time or place; which kind of dif- 
courfe, if it were not a little relieved by the un¬ 
couth terms and phrafes, as we 11 as accent and gef- 
ture peculiar to that country, would be hardly to¬ 
lerable. It is not a fault in company to talk much; 
but to continue it long is certainly one ; for, if the 
majority of thofe who are got together be naturally 
filent or cautious, the converfation will dag, uniefs 
it be often renewed by one among them, who can 
ftart new fubje&s, provided he doth not dwell upon 
them, but leaveth room for anfwers and replies. 
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A SHORT 

CHARACTER 

Of His Excellency 

THOMAS Earl of Wharton, 
Lord Lieutenant of I R E L A N D. 

With an Account of fome {mailer Fafts during 
his Government, which will not be put into 
the Articles of Impeachment. 


London , Aug. 30, 1710. 

’T'HE kingdom of Ireland being governed by de- 
putation from hence, its annals, fince the 
Englifti eftablifhment, are ufually digefted under 
the heads of the feveral governors : But the affairs 
and events of that ifland, for fome years paft, have 
been either fo infignificant, or fo annexed to thofe 
of England, that they have not furnifhed matter 
of any great importance to hillorv. The fhare of 
honour which gentlemen from thence have had by 
their conduff and employments in the army, turn- 
eth ail to the article of this kingdom; the reft, 
which relateth to politics, or the art of govern- 
Dd 2 menr. 
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ment, is inconfiderable to the laft degree; howe¬ 
ver it may be reprefented at court by thofe who pre- 
fide there, and would value thenifelves upon every 
ftep they make towards finifhingthe flavery of that 
people, as if it were gaining a mighty point to the 
advantage of England. 

Generally fpeaking, the times which afford mod 
plentiful matter for dory, are thofe in which a man 
would lea ft chufe to live; fuch as under the various 
eve rifts and revolutions of war, the intrigues of a 
ruined faclion, or the violence of a prevailing one; 
and laftly, the arbitrary unlawful, a&s of oppreffing 
governours. In the war, Ireland hath no ihare 
but in fubordination to us ; the fame may be faid 
err their factions, which, at prefent, are but im¬ 
perfect tranicripts of ours: But the third fubjeCl 
ior hiftory, which is arbitrary power, and oppref- 
fion-; as it is that by which the people of Ireland 
have, for fome time, been diftinguilhed from all 
her * Mnjefty’s fubjedts, fo being now at its great- 
ell height under his Excellency Thomas Earl of 
Wharton, a fliort account of his government may 
be of fome ufe or entertainment to the prefent age, 
although, I hope, it will be incredible to the next: 
And, becaufe this account may be judged rather 
an hiflory of his Excellency than of his govern¬ 
ment, 1 muff here declare, that I have not the leaft 
view to his peribn in any paFt of it. I have had 
the honour of much converfation with his Lord¬ 
ship* and am thoroughly convinced how indifferent 
he is to applaufe, and how infenfible of reproach : 
W hich is not a humour put on to ferve a turn, or 
keep a countenance, nor arifing from the confci- 
oulhefs of innocence, or any grandeur of mind, but 
the mere unaffected bent of his nature. 

lie is without the fenfe of fhame or glory, as 
fjrne men are without the fenfe of fmelling ; and 


* Queen Anne. 
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therefore, a good name to him is no more than a 
precious ointment would be to thefe. Whoever, 
for the fake of others, were to defcribe the nature 
of a ferpent, a wolf, a crocodile, or a fox, mull 
be undtrflood to do it without any perfonal love 
or hatred ror the animals themlelves. 

In the fame manner, his Excellency is one whom 
I neither perfonally love nor hate. I fee him at 
court, at his own houle, and fometimes at mine, 
(tor I have the honour of his vifits) and when 
thefe papers are public, it is odds but he will tell 
me, as he once did upon a like occafton, that he is 
damnably mauled ; and then, with the ealieft tran- 
fition m the world, alh about the weather or time 
of the day : So that I enter on the work with more 
chearfulnefs, becaufe, I am fure, neither to make 
him angry, nor any way hurt his reputation ; a 
pitch of happinefs and fccuriiy, to which his Ex¬ 
cellency hath arrived, and which no philofopher 
before him could reach. 

I intend to execute this performance by firft 
giving a character of his Excellency, and then re¬ 
lating fomc facts during his government, which will 
lerve to confirm if. 

I know very well, that mens charafters are befl: 
known tram their aftions; but thefe being con¬ 
fined to his adminiftration in Ireland, his charafter 
may, perhaps, take in fomeihing more, which the 
narrownels of the time, or the lcene, hath not ri¬ 
ven him opportunity to exert. ° 

ihomas Earl of Wharton, Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, by the force of a wonderful conltitution, 
hath palled fame years, his grand climafteric, 
without any] vilible effects of old age, either 
on his body or his mind, and, in fpite of a con¬ 
tinual proft initio n to thole vices which ufually wear 
out both. His behaviour is in all the forms of a 
young manat five and twenty. Whether hewalketh 
or whifileth.or fweareth,or talksth bawdy.cr calleth 

names. 
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names, he acquitteth himfelf in each beyond a 
templar cf three years (landing. With the fame 
grace, and in the fame Rile, he will rattle his 
coachman in the middle of the .Rieet? where he is 
Governor of the kingdom ; and, all this is without 
confequence, becauie it is in his character ; and 
what every body expedteth. He feemeth to be but 
an ill diflembler, and an ill liar, although they are 
the two talents he moR practifeth, and moR 
valueth himfelf upon. The ends he hath gain¬ 
ed by lying, appeared to be more owing to the 
frequency than the art of them. His lies being 
fometimes detected in an hour, often in a day, 
and always in a week. He tells them freely in mixed 
companies, although he knows half of thofe who 
hear him to be his enemies, and is fure they will 
difeover them the moment they leave him. He 
fweareth folemnly he loveth and will ferve you : 
and your back is no fooner turned, but he tells 
thofe about him you are a dog and a rafeal. He 
goeth conftantly to prayers in the the forms of his 
place and will talk bawdy and blafphemy at the 
chapel-door. He is a Prefbyterian in politics, and 1 
an AtheiR in religion ; but he chufeth at prefent to 
where with a PapiR. in his commerce with man¬ 
kind his general rule is, to endeavour to impofe on 
their underRanding, for which he hath but one 
receipt, a compofition of lies and oaths : And 
this he applieth indifferently to a freeholder or 
forty (hillings, and a privy* counfcllor ; by which 
the eafy and the honeft are often either deceived cr 
amufed, and either way he gaineth his point. He 
will openly take away your employment to day, 
becaufe you are not of his party ; to-moriow he 
will meet or fend for you, as if nothing at all had 
palled, lay his hands with much friend (Lip on vour 
ihoulders, and, with the greateR eafe and familia¬ 
rity, tell you that the faction are driving at fo:ne¬ 
tting in the heufe; that you mttft be fure to at- i 
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tend, and to fpeak to all your friends to be there, 
although he knoweth at the fame time, that you 
and your friends are againft him in the very point 
he mentioneth : And however abfurd, ridiculous, 
and grofs this may appear, he hath often found it 
fuccefsful, fome men having fuch an aukward bafh- 
. fulnefs, they know not how to refufe on a fudden, 
and every man having fomerhing to hope or fear, 
which ofren hinders them from driving things to 
extremes with perfons of power, whatever provo¬ 
cations they may have received. He hath funk his 
fortune by endeavouring to ruin one kingdom 
and hath raifed it by going far in the ruin of 
another f, With a good natural underftanding. 
a great fluency in fpeaking, and no ill tafle of wit, 
he is generally the word companion in the world ; 
his thoughts being wholly taken up between vice 
and politics, fo that bawdy, prophanenefs, and bu- 
finefs All up his whole conversation. To gratify 
himfelfin the two firA, he maketh ufe of fuicable 
favourites, whofe talents reach no higher than 10 
entertain him with all the lewdnefs that pafleth in 
town. As for buflnefs, he is faid to be very dexte¬ 
rous at that part of it which turncth upon intrigue, 
and he feemeth to have transferred thole talents of 
his youth for intriguing with women, into public af¬ 
fairs. For as fome vain ycung fellows, to make a 
gallantry appear of confluence, will chufe to ven¬ 
ture their necks by climbing up a wall or window 
at midnight to a common wench, where they might 
as freely have gone in at the door, and at noon¬ 
day ; fo his excellency, either to keep himfelf in 
practice, or advance the fame of his politics, affects 
the mod obfeure, troublefome, and winding paths, 
even in the moft common affairs, thofe which would 
be brought about as wpll in the ordinary forms, 

t England. f I/cUrd. 

or 







2 i 6 A Short CHARACTER of 

or would follow of courfe whether he intervened 
or not. 

He bears the gallantries of his ladv with the in¬ 
difference of a Stoic, and thinks them well recom- 
penced by a return of childen to fppport his family 
without the fatigues of being a father. He has 
three predominant pa Signs, which you will feldom 
find united in the fame man, as ariiing from diffe¬ 
rent difpolitions of mind, and naturally thwarting 
each other : Thefe are, love of power, love of 
money, and love of pleafure ; they ride him fome- 
times by turns, and fometimes all together : Since 
he went: into Ireland, he feemeth mod difpofed to 
the fecond,and hath met with great fuccefs, having 
gained by his government, of under two years, five 
and forty thoufand pounds by the moll favourable 
computation, half in the regular way, and half in 
the prudential. 

He was never yet known to refjufe or keep a 
promife. But here 1 delire to diftinguifh between a 
promife and a bargain ; for he will be lure to keep 
the latter when he has the faireft offer. 

Thus much for his Excellency’s character ; I 
fliall now proceed to his a£tions, only during the 
time he was Governour of Ireland, which were 
tranfmitted to me by an eminent perfon in bufinefs 
there, who had all opportunities of being well in¬ 
formed, and whofe employment did not lie at his 
Excellency’s mercy. 

This intelligence being made up of fcveral facts 
independent ofeach other, I fliall hardly be able to 
relate them in due order of time, my corrd'pondenc 
omitting that circumftance, and tranfmitting them 
to me juft as he recollected them ; fo that the gen¬ 
tlemen of that kingdom, now in town, will, I hope, 
pardon me any flips I (hall make in that or any 
other kind, while I keep exactly to the truth. 

Thomas Prpby, Efq; chirurgeon-general of Ire¬ 
land, a perfon univerlally efteemed, and whom i 

have 
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have formerly feen here, had built a country, 
houfe, half a mile from Dublin, adjoining to the 
park. In a corner of the park, juft under his 
houfe, he was much annoyed with a dog-kennel, 
which belonged to the government ; upon which 
he applied to Thomas Earl of Pembroke, then 
Lord-lieutenant, and to the CommiiTioners of the 
Revenue, for a leafe of about five acres of that part 
of the park. His petition was referred to the Lord 
treafurer here, and fent back for a report, which 
was in his favour, and the bargain fo hard, that the 
Lord-treafurer ftruck oft* fome part of the rent : 
He had a leafe. granted him, for which he was to 
build another kennel, provide ice yearly for the go¬ 
vernment, and pay a certain rent; the land might 
be worth about thirty fhiilings an acre. His Ex¬ 
cellency, loon after his arrival in Ireland, was told 
of this leafe, and, by his abfolute authority, com¬ 
manded Mr. Proby to furrender up the Land ; which 
lie was forced to do, after all the expence he had 
been at, or elfe muft have expeefted to lofe his em¬ 
ployment ; at the fame time he is under an obliga¬ 
tion to pay his rent, and I think he doth it to this 
day. There are feveral circumftances in this ftory 
which I have forgot, having not been fent to me 
with the reft; but I had it from a gentleman of 
that kingdom, who fome time ago was here. 

Upon his Excellency’s being declared Lord- 
lieutenant, there came over, to make his court, 
one Dr. Lloyd, Fellow of Trinity-college, Dublin* 
noted in that kingdom for being the only clergy¬ 
man that declared for taking oft* the facramental 
teft, as he did openly in their convocation of which 
he was a member. The merit of this, and fome 
other principles fuitable to it, recommended by 
Tom Broderick, fo far ingratiated him with his 
Excellency, that being provided of a proper chap¬ 
lain already, he took him however into a grei't 
degree of favour : The Doctor attended his Excel- 
Vol. XL Ee I? ncy 
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lency to Ireland, and obferving a caft wench in the 
family to be in much confidence with my lady, he 
thought by addrefiing there, to have a ihort open 
paffage to preferment. He met with great fuccels 
in his amour ; and walking one day with his mif- 
trefs after my Lord and Lady in the Caftle-garden, 
my Lady faid to his Excellency, c * What do you 
think ? We are going to lofe poorFoydy, (a name 
of fondnefs they ufually gave her.) “ How do you 
“ mean, (faid my Lord !) Why, the Dotftor be- 
“ hind us, is relblved to take her from us.” Is 
“ he, by G- ? Why then (G—d d-n me) 

he fhall have the firft bifhopfic that falls *. ” 

The Dotftor, thus encouraged, grew a moft 
violent lover, returned with his Excellency for 
England, and foon after, the biftiopric of Corke 
falling void, to fhew he meant fair, he married his 
ctamfel publickly here in London ; and his Excel¬ 
lency as honourably engaged his credit to get him 
the bii’hopric ; but the matter was reckoned fo in¬ 
famous, that both the archbifhops here, efpecially 
his Grace of York, interpofed with the Queen, to 
hinder fo great a fcandal to the church ; and Dr. 
Brown, Provolt of Dublin college, being then in 
town, her Majefty was pleafed to nominate him; 
fo that Dr. Lloyd was forced to fit down with a 
moderate deanry in the northern parts of that 
kingdom, and the additional comfort of a fweet 
lady, who brought this her firft hufband no other 
portion, than a couple of olive branches for his 
table, though Ihe herfelf hardly knoweth by what 
hand they were planted. 

The Queen relerveth all the great employments 
of Ireland to be given by herfelf, though often, by 
the recommendation of the chief governor, accor- 

* It was confidently reported, as a c< nceit of his Excellency, that 
talking upon this hibjetf, he once faid, with gie .t pkalure, iha: he 
h«p«,d. o raakc his V> —- — e a B——p t 

ding 




THOMAS Earl of WHARTON. 219 

ding to his credit at court. The provoftlhip of 
Dublin college is of this number, which was now 
vacant, upon the promotion of Dr. Brown ; Dr. 
Benjamin Pratt, a fellow of that college, and chap¬ 
lain to the Houfe of Commons of that kingdom, 
at well as domeftic chaplain to the Duke of Or¬ 
mond, was at that time here, in attendance upon 
the Duke. He is a gentleman of good birth and 
fortune in Ireland, and lived here in a very decent 
figure : He is a perfon of wit and learning, hath 
travelled and converfed in the befk company, and 
was very much efteemed among us here when I 
had the pleafure of his acquaintance ! But he had 
the original fin of being a reputed Tory, and a de¬ 
pendent on the Duke of Ormond ; however, he 
had many friends among the bilhops and other no¬ 
bility, to recommend him to the Queen ; at the 
fame time, there was another fellow of that college* 
one Dr. Hall, who had much the advantage of 
Pratt in point offeniority ; this gentleman had ve¬ 
ry little introduced himfelf into the world, but lived 
retired, though otherwife faid to be an excellent 
perfon, and very deferving for his learning and 
ienfe : He had been recommended from Ireland 
by fcveral perfons; and his Excellency, who 
had never before feen nor thought of him, after 
having tried to injure the college, by recommend¬ 
ing perfons from this fide, at laft fet up Hall, with 
all imaginable zeal, againft Pratt. I tell this ftory 
the more fully, becaufe it is affirmed by his Excel¬ 
lency’s friends, that he never made more ufe of his 
court-fkill than at this time, to fiop Dr. Pratt’s 
promotion, not only from the perfonal hatred he 
had to the man, on account of his patron and 
principles, but that he might return to Ireland 
with fome little opinion of his credit at court ; 
which had mightily fuffered by many difappoint- 
ments, efpecially that of his chaplain Dr. Lloyd. 
It would be incredible to relate the many artifices 
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he ufed to this end, of which the dodtor had daily 
intelligence, and would fairly tell his Excellency lb 
at his levees, who fometimes could not conceal his 
furprize, and then would promife, with half a do- 
fcen oaths, never to concern hitnfelf one way or o- 
ther ; thefe were broke every day, and every day 
detected. One morning, after fome expoftulation 
between the dodtor and his Excellency, and a few 
additional oaths, that he would never oppofe him 
more, his Excellency went immediately to the 
bifhop of Ely, and prevailed on him to go to the 
Queen from him, and let her Majefty know, that 
he never could confent, as long as he lived, that Dr 
Pratt fhould be Provoft, which the Bifhop barely 
complied with, and delivered his meffage ; though at 
the fame time he did the doctor all the good offices 
he could. The next day the dodtor was again with 
his Excellency, and gave him thanks for fo open a 
proceeding ; the affair was now paft diffembling, 
and his Excellency owned he did not oppofe him 
direftly, but confeifed he did it collaterally. The 
Dodtor a little warmed, faid, “ No, my Lord, 
“ you mean direftly you did not, but indireftly you 
“ did.” The conclufion was, that the Queen 
named the dodtor to the place ; and as a further 
mortification, juft upon the day of his Excellency’s 
departure for Ireland. 

But here I mud defire the reader’s pardon, if I 
cannot digeft the following fadts in fo good a man¬ 
lier as I intended , becauf: it is thought expedient, 
for fome reafons, that the world fhould be inform¬ 
ed of his Excellency’s merits as foon as poffible. I 
will therefore only trahferibe the feveral pailages as 
they were lent rhe from Dublin, without either 
correcting the ftyle, or adding any remark's of my 
own. As they are, they may lerve for hints to a" 
ny perfon who may hereafter have a mind to write 

memoirs of his Exccllencv’s life. 
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nnHE Earl of Rochfort’s regiment of dragoons 
A was embarked for his Majc fly’s fervice abroad, 
on the 27th of Auguft 1709, and left their hories 
behind them, which were fubfifted in order to 
mount another regiment to fill up their room ; as 
the horfes of Lieutenant-General Harvey’s regi¬ 
ment had formerly mounted a regiment railed, and 
ftill commanded by the Duke~of Ormond; on 
which occafion the Duke had her Majefty’s orders 
only for as much money as would fupply the charge 
of the horfes till the regiment was railed, which 
was foon after, and then it was put on the eftab- 
Jifhmenr, as other regiments. Cut that which was 
to fupply the Earl of Rochfort’s had not a commif- 
fion granted till the 29th of April 1710, and ail the 
pay, from the 27th of Augult to that time (being 
above 5>7°° M was t^ken, under pretence of keep¬ 
ing the horfes, buying new ones in the room of 
fuch as fhould be wanting or unferviceable, and 
for providing accoutrements for the men and hor¬ 
fes. As for the la(l ufe, tliofe are always produ¬ 
ced out of the funds for providing, cloathing, and 
the Duke or Ormond did fo : As for horfes 
wanting, they are very few, and the Captains have 
orders to provide them another way ; the keep¬ 
ing the horfes did not amount to yco 1. by the 
accounts hid before the Committee of Parliament: 
So there was at leaft 5,000 1 . charged to the nation 
more than the real charge could amount to. 

Mrs. Lloyd, at firll coming over, expected the 
benefit of the box-money; and accordingly talked 
of felling it for about 2pO 1 . but at Hft\vas told 
ihe mull expect but part of ir ; and that the grooms 
of the chamber, am: dur fervants, would deferve 
a confideration tor their attendance : Accordingly 
his Excellency bad it brought to him every night; 

and 
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and to make it worth his receiving, my Lady gave 
great encouragement to play; fo that, by a mo¬ 
derate computation, it amounted to near 1000 1. 
of which a fmall {hare was given to the grooms of 
the chamber, and the reft made a perquifite to his 
Excellency. For Mrs. Lloyd having an hufband, 
and a bifhopric promifed her, the other preten¬ 
tions were cut off*. 

He met Lieutenant-General Langffon in the 
court of Requefts, and prefented a gentleman to 
him, faying, “ This is a particular friend of mine ; 
“ he tells me, he is a Lieutenant in your regi- 
C( ment ; I muff deiire you will take the firfr op- 
€t portunity to give him a troop, and you will ob- 
“ lige me mightily.” The Lieutenant-General an- 
Avered, “ He had ferved very well, and had very 
“ good pretcnfions to a troop, and that he would 
4C give him the fir ft that fell.” With this the gen¬ 
tleman was mighty well fatisfied, returned thanks, 
and withdrew. Upon which his Excellency faid 
immediately, I was forced to fpeak for him, as a 
46 great many of his friends have votes at elec- 

Ci tions ; but d-n him, he is a rogue, therefore 

“ take no care for him.” 

He brought one M-y to the Duke of Or¬ 

mond. and recommended him as a very honeft 
gentleman, and defired his grace would provide for 

him ; which his Grace promifed. So M-y 

withdrew. As foon as he was gone, his Lordfliip 
immediately faid to the Duke, That fellow is the 
tc greateft rogue in Chriftendom.” 

Colonel Coward having received pay, fer fome 
time, in two or three regiments, as Captain, but 
never done any other fervice to the crown than eat¬ 
ing and drinking in the expedition to Cadiz, un¬ 
der the Duke of Ormond, finding he had not pre- 
tenfions enough to rife, after he had fold the laft 
employment he had, applied to his Excellency, who 
reprefenud him in fuch a light, tha: he got above 
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900 1. as an arrear of half-pay, which he had no 
title to, and a penfion of 10 s. per day; but he 
reckoning this as much too little for his wants, as 
every body elfe did too much for his pretenlions, 
gave in a fecond petition to the Queen for a fur¬ 
ther addition of 10 s. a-day; which being referred 
to his Excellency, he gave him a favourable report, 
by means whereof, it is hoped his merit will be {fill 
farther rewarded. He turned out the poor gate¬ 
keeper of Chapel izod gate, though he and his wife 
were each above lixty years old, without affigning 
any caufe, and they are now ftarving. 

As for the bufinefs of the Arfenal, it was the 
produce of chance, and never fo much as thought 
of by the perfon., who of late have given fo many 
good reafons for the building it; till, upon inquir¬ 
ing into the funds, they were found to hold out fo 
well, that there was a neceflity of deltroying lixty 
or feventy thoufand pounds, otherwife his Excel- 
lency, for that time, could hardly have had the 
credit of taxing the kingdom : Upon this occafion 
many projedk were propofed, all which at laft gave 
way to the propofal of a worthy perfon, who had 
often perfuaded the nation to do itfelf a great 
deal of harm-, by attempting to do itfelf a little 
good, which was, that forty thoufand arms Ihould 
be provided for the militia^ and ammunition in 
proportion, to be kept in four arfenals to be built 
for that purpofe: This was accordingly put into 
the heads of a bill, and then this worthy patriot, 
with his ufiial lincerity, declared he would not 
eonfent to the giving of money for any other ufe ; 
as every body thought by the words he fpoke’ 
though afterwards lie fhewed them, that his mean¬ 
ing was not to be known by the vulgar acceptation 
of words ; for he not only gave his eonfent to the 
bill, but uied all the art and induftry he was ma«ler 
of to have it pals ; though the money was applied 
in it, to the building one arfenal only, and ammu¬ 
nition and other (lores proportionable, without 

or.e 
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one word oF the militia. So the arfenal was con¬ 
ceived, and afterwards formed in a proper man¬ 
ner ; but when it came to be brought forth, his 
Excellency took it out of the hands that had form¬ 
ed it as far as he could, and, contrary to all pre¬ 
cedents, put it. out of the care of the ordnance- 
board, who were properly to have taken care of 
the receipt and payment of the money, without a- 
ny further charge to the public, and appointed his 
fecond fecretary, Mr. Denton, to be paymafler, 
whofe falary was a charge of above five hundred 
pounds in the whole : Then, thinking this was too 
Imall a charge to put the public to for nothing, lie 
made an eftablilhment for that work, confiding of 
one fuperintendant at three pounds per week, eight 
overfeers at feven pounds four (hillings a-week, and 
llxteen affifhnts at (even pounds four (hillings a-week, 
making in all feventeen pounds eight (hillings a-week: 
And the'e were, for the greater part, perfons who 
had no knowledge of fuch bufinefs, and their ho- 
nefty was equal to their knowledge, as it hath (ince 
appeared, by the notorious cheats and neglecls 
that have been made out againft them ; infomuch, 
that the work they have overfeen, which, with 
their falary, hath coil: near three thoufand pounds 
might have been done for lefs than eighteen hun* 
dred pounds, if it had been agreed for by th~ 
yard, which is rhe uiual method, and was fo pro e 
pofed in the eftimate. And this is all a ceminty, 
bccaufe all that hath been done was only removing 
earth, which hath been exactly computed by the 
yard, and might have been fo agreed for. 

Philip Savage, Efq; as Chancellor of the exche¬ 
quer, demanded fees off the commiffioners of the 
revenue for fealing writs in the queen’s bufinefs. 
and (hewed them for it fome precedents; but they 
not being well fatisfied with rhem wrote to Mr. 
South, one of the commiffioners, then in London, 
to inquire the practice there. He fent them word, 
upon inquiry, that fees were paid there upon the 
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like cafes ; fo they adjudged it for him, and con- 
llantly paid him fees. If therefore there was a 
fault, it muft lv at their door, for he never offered 
to ftop the buiinefs; yet his Excellency knew fo 
well hoiv to chufe an attorney and follicitor-gene- 
ral, that* when the cafe was referred to them, they 
gave it againft the chancellor, and laid he had for¬ 
feited his place by it, and ought to refund the mo¬ 
ney, being about two hundred pounds per annum; 
but never found any fault in the commiffioners, 
who adjudged the cafe for him, and might have 
refufed him the money if they had thought fit. 

Captain Robert Fitzgerald, father to the prefent 
Earl of Kildare, had a grant from King Charles 
II. of the office of Comptroller of the mutters, du¬ 
ring the lives of Captain Charles Brabazon, now 
Earl of Meath, and George Fitzgerald, elder bro¬ 
ther to the prefent Earl of Kildare; which the faid 
Ptobert Fitzgerald enjoyed with a falary of three 
hundred pounds per annum ; and, after his death, 
his fon George enjoyed it, till my Lord Galway 
did, by threats, compel him to furrender the faid 
patent for a penfion of two hundred pounds per 
annum, which he enjoyed during his life. Some 
time ago the prefent Earl of Kildare, as heir to his 
father and brother, looked upon himfelf to be in¬ 
jured by the furrender of faid patent, which fhould 
have come to him, the Earl of Meath being ttili 
living : Therefore, in order to right himfelf, did 
petition her Majetty; which petition, asufual, was 
referred to the Earl of Wharton, then Lord Lieu¬ 
tenant, who, being at that time in London, refer¬ 
red it, according to the common method on fuch 
occaffons, to the Lord chancellor and Lieutenant- 
general Ingolfby, the then Lords juftices of this 
kingdom ; who, for their information, ordered 
the attorney-general to inquire whether the Earl of 
Kildare had any legal title to faid patent, which he, 
in a full report, faid he had : And tJhey referred ic 
Vol. XI. F f to 
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to the deputy vice-treafurer to inquire into the na^ 
ture of the office, and to give them his opinion, 
whether he thought it was ufeful or neceflary for 
her Majefty’s fervice. He gave in his report, and 
iaid he thought it both ufeful and neceflary; and, 
with more honefty than wit, gave the following 
reafons : Firft; that the mufter-mafter general 
computed the pay of the whole military lift, which 
is above 200,000 1 . per annum; fo, having no 
check on him, might commit miftakes, to the 
great prejudice of the crown : And, fecondly, be- 
caufe he had himfelf found out feveral of thofe 
miftakes, which a comptroller might prevent. The 
Lords juftices approved of thefe reafons, and fo 
lent over their report to my lord lieutenant, that 
they thought the office ufeful and neceflary : But 
Colonel P-r, the mufter-mafter-general, be¬ 

ing then in London, and having given my lord 
lieutenant one thoufand pounds for his confent to 
enjoy that office, after he had got her Majefty’s 
orders for a patent, thought a check upon his of¬ 
fice would be a troublefome fpy upon him ; fo he 
pleaded the merit of his thoufand pounds, and de¬ 
sired, in confideration thereof, that his Excellency 
would free him from an office that would put it 
out of his power to wrong the crown ; and, to 
ftrengthen his pretenfions, put my lady in mind of 
what money he had loft to her at play ; who im¬ 
mediately, out of a grateful fenfe of benefits receiv¬ 
ed, railed as much againft the lords-juftices report 
as ever ffie had done againft the Tories ; and my 
lord lieutenant, pi ompted by the fame virtue, made 
his report, that there needed no comptroller to 
that office, becaufc he comptrolled it himfelf; 
which (now having given his word for it) he will* 
beyond all doubt, eft equally for the future : Al¬ 
though iince it hath been plainly made appear, that 
for want of fome controul on that office, her Ma- 
'c:rv hath, been wronged of many hundred pounds 
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by the roguery of a clerk; and that, during the 
time of his Excellency’s government, of which there 
hath been but a fmall part refunded, and the reft 
hath not been inquired after, left it fhould make it 
plainly appear, that a comptroller in that office is 
abfolutely neceffary. 

His Excellency bei-ng defirous, for a private rea- 
fbn, to provide for the worthiefs fon of a worth- 
lefs father, who had lately fold his company, and, 
of courfe, all pretenfions to preferment in the army, 
took this opportunity : A captain in the oldeft re¬ 
giment in the kingdom, being worn out with fer- 
vice, dcfired leave to fell, which was granted him ; 
and, accordingly, for a confideration agreed upon, 
he gave a refignation of his company to a perfon 
approved of by the commander of the regiment, 
who, at the fame time, applied to his Excellency 
for leave for another Captain of his regiment, who 
is an engineer in her Majefty’s fervice in Spain, and 
, abfent by her Majefty’s licence : His Excellency 
hearing that, faid, they might give him a company 
in Spain, for he would dilpofe of this here; and 
fo, notwithftanding all the commanders in the re- 
-giment could urge, he gave the company, which 
was regularly furre-ndered, to his worthy favour¬ 
ite ; and the other company, which was a difputa- 
ble title, to the gentlemen who had paid his money 
for that which was furrendered. lalking one 
morning as he was dreffing (atleaft a dozen people 
prefent) of the debates in council, about the affairs 
of Trim, he faid the lord-chief juftice Dalbin had 
laid down as law, a thing for wjaicn a man ought 
to have his gown itripped off, and be whipped a t 
the cart’s a-e; ami, in lefs than a quarter of an 
hour, repeated the expreffion again: Yet, fome 
days after, fent Dr. Lloyd to affure his Lord ill ip 
he faid no fuch thing. Some time after, while he 
was in England, he uled his utmoft etfoits with the 
-queen to turn him out, but could not : And wheu 
A v n f he 






228 A Short CHARACTER of 

he came once again, he took an opportunity (when 
the judges were to wait on him) to fay to them, 
particularly to lord chief juttice Dalbin, that per¬ 
haps fome officious perfons might fpread dories 
that lie had endeavoured to do iome of them a 
prejudice in England, which he allured them he 
never had; but on the contrary would always, 
without diftindtion, (hew his regard according to 
merit ; which the Lord-chief-juttice Dalbin was 
plea fed to approve of, by laying, that was very ho¬ 
nourable, that was very gracious; although he 
knew the contrary himfelf. 

In England he bid Mr. Deering affurc all his 
friends and acquaintance here, that they and every 
body might depend on his favour, as they behaved 
themfelves; with which Mr, Deering was much 
pleafed, and wrote over to his friends accordingly; 
and, as foon as his back was turned, he jeeringly 
faid, “ D——n me, how eajily he is bit l" When 
the Duke of Ormond was in the government, he 
gave to Mr. Anderlon Saunders the government of 
Wicklow cattle, which has no falarv, but a per¬ 
quisite of fome land, worth about 12 !. per annum* 
which Mr. Saunders gave to the free-fehool of the 
town ; but his Excellency, not liking either the 
perlon or the ule, without any ceremony, or rea- 
1 on given, fuperfeded him, by giving a commifilon 
for it to J s the horfe-courier, who lietk under 
ieveral odious and ficandalous reflections, particu¬ 
larly of very narrowly efcaping the gallows for coin¬ 
ing. Some time after, his Excellency landing the 
lecond time, he lent for Mr. Saunders, among o- 
thers, defiring their good offices in the enfuitag fef- 
iion, and that Mr. Saunders would not take ami s 
liis giving that place to J—~s, for he affurc d him 
he did not know it belonged to him, which is high¬ 
ly piobable, becauie men of his knowledge ufually 
£' ve aua y tilings, without inquiring how thev are 
in their difpoial, Mr. Sauadeis atffweml him, 

“ He 
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u He was very glad to find what was done was not 
99 out of any particular difpleafure to him ; becaufe 
Mr. Whitfhcd had faid at Wicklow, by way of 
<c apology for what his Excellency had done, that 
* c it was occafioned by Mr. Saunders having it ; 
“ and feeing his Excellency had no ill intention 
4C againft him, was glad he could tell hisExcellen- 
99 cy it was not legally given away, for he had a 
‘ c cuftodium for the land out of the court of Ex- 
99 chequer ; fo his Excellency’s com million could 
“ do him no prejudice,” 

Lieutenant-General Echlin had pay on this efta- 
blifihment as brigadier, until the middle of October 
1708, when he was removed from it by his Excel¬ 
lency, becaufe his regiment went away at that time, 
and Lieutenant-General Gorge was put in his 
room Some time after, Major-General Rook, 
confidering the reafon why Echlin was removed, 
concluded, that Gorge could not come on, until 
•fome time in February after, becaufe his regiment 
was alfo out of the kingdom until that time ; and 
therefore, he being the elded: General-officer, that 
had no pay as fuch, was intitled fo the brigadier’s 
pay, from the time Echlin was removed until 
Gorge was qualified to receive it, he having done 
the duty. Li is Excellency, upon hearing the rea¬ 
fon, owned it to be a very good one, and told him, 
if the money were not paid to Gorge he fhould 
have it, fo bid him go fee; which he did, and 
found it was : Then his Excellency told him he 
would refer his cafe to a court of general officers 
to give their opinion in it, which he (aid muft 
needs be in his favour ; and, upon that ground, 
lie would find a way to do him right ; yet when 
the general officers fit, he fent for fcveral of them, 
and made them give the cafe againft Rook. 

When the profecucion againft the diflenting mi- 
nlfters in Drogheda was depending, one Stevens, 
a lawyer in this town of Dublin, fer.t his Excellen¬ 
cy* 
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cy, then in London, a petition, in the name of the 
laid diflenting minifters, in behalf of himfelf and 
others who lay under any fuch profecution; and, 
in about a fortnight’s time, his Excellency fent 
over a letter to the then Lords-juftices, to give the 
Attorney and Solicitor-Generals orders to enter a 
noli profcqui to all fuch fuits; which was done ac¬ 
cordingly, although he never fo much as enquired 
into the merits of the caufe, or referred the peti¬ 
tion to any body, which is a juftice done to all 
men, let the cafe be never fo light. He faid he 
had her Majeftv’s orders for it, but they did not 
appear under her hand ; and it is generally affirm¬ 
ed he never had any. 

That his Excellency can defeend to fmall gains, 
take this inftance: There were 850 l. ordered by 
her Majefty to buy new liveries for the ftate*trum- 
pets, meflengers, &c. but, with great induftry, he 
got them made cheaper by 200 1. which he faved 
out of that fum : and it is reported, that his Rew¬ 
ard got a handfome confideration befide from the 
undertaker. 

The agent to his regiment, being fo alfo to o- 
tliers, bought a Lieutenant’s commiffion in a regi¬ 
ment of foot, for which he never was to do any 
duty ; which fervice pleafed his Excellency fo well, 
that he gave him leave to buy a company, and 
would have had him kept both; but before his 
plcaiure was know, the former was difpofed of. 

The Lord Lieutenant hath no power to move or 
put in a Solicitor-General without the Queen’s 
letter, it being one of thofe employments excepted 
out of his commiffion ; yet, becaufe Sir Richard 
Levinge difobliged him, by voting according to his 
opinion, he removed him, and put in Mr. For- 
iier *, although he had no Queen’s letter for fo 

* Afterwards Recorder of the city of Dublin, end Lord-Chie^ 
Jufiice of the Common TLas, > 

doing ; 
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doing; only a letter from Mr. Secretary Boyle, 
that her Majefty defigned to remove him. 

The Privy-council in Ii'eland have a great fhare 
of the adminiftration, all things being carried by 
the confent of the majority, and they lign all or¬ 
ders and proclamations there, as well as the chief 
Governor. But his Excellency difliked 10 great a 
lhare of power in any but himfelf: And when 
matters were bebated in council, otherwife than he 
approved, he would flop them, and fay, Come, my 
Lords, I fee how your opinions are , and therefore I 
will not take your votes ; and fo would put an end to 
the difpute. 

One of his chief favourites was a fcandalous 
clergyman, a conftant companion of his pleafures, 
who appeared publicly with his Excellency, but 
never in his habit, and who was a hearer and 
fharer of all the lewd and blafphemous difeourfes 
of his Excellency and his cabal. His Excellency 
prefented this worthy divine to one of the Bifhops, 
with the following recommendation; My Lord, 

“ M-is a very honeft fellow, and hath no 

fC fault but that he is a little too immoral.” He 
made this man chaplain to his regiment; although 
he had been fo infamous, that a Bifhop in England 
refufed to admit him to a living he had been pre¬ 
fented to, until the Patron forced him to it by law. 

His Excellency recommended the Earl of Inchi- 
quin to be one of the Lords Juftices in his abfence, 
and was much mortified, when he found Lieutenant- 
general Ingoldfby appointed, without any regard to 
his recommendation; particularly, becaufe the 
ufuai falary of a Lord Juftice, in the Lord Lieu¬ 
tenant's abfence, is 100 /. per month, and he had 
bargained with the Earl for 40 /. 

I will fend you, in a packet or two, fome parti¬ 
culars of his Excellency’s ufage of the convocation, 
•f his infamous intrigues with Mrs, Coninfbv, an 

account 
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account of his arbitrary proceedings about the elec¬ 
tion of a magiftrate in Trim, his barbarous injuftice 
to Dean Jephfon and poor Will Crow: his decid¬ 
ing a cafe at hazard to get my Lady twenty guineas, 
but in fo fcandalous and unfair a manner, that the 
arranteft fharper fhould be afhamed of; the com¬ 
mon cuftom of playing on Sunday in my Lady’s 
clofet ; the partie quarree between her Ladyfhip 
and Mrs Lloyd and two young fellows dining 
privately and frequenty at Clontarf, where they 
ufed to^ go in a hackney-coach ; and his Ex¬ 
cellency s making no icruple of dining in a 
hedge-tavern whenever he was invited; with fome 
other paifages which, I hope, you will put into 
fome method, and correct the ftvle, and nublifh as 
fpeedy as you can. 

Note > Mr. Savage, beiides the perfeemion about 
his fees, was turned out of the council for giving 
his \o:e in parliament, in a cafe where his Excel¬ 
lency s own triends were of the fame opinion, until 
they were wheedled or threatened out of it by his 
Excellency. The particulars before mentioned I have 
net yet recei ved ; whenever they come, I Jhail publijh 
them m a fecond part. 


4 - 4-4 
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THE 

RESOLUTION 

OF THE 

Inhabitants of St. Patrick. 


Mr. B-fw-, ferjeant at law, and member of 

parliament, a profelfed enemy to the clergy, 
having been reheated on by the Dean, in a hu¬ 
morous poem, intituled, Brother ProteJlants y &c* 
and thinking liimfelf highly injured thereby, re- 
folved to be revenged on Dr Swift, as the au¬ 
thor of the faid poem. With this defign he en¬ 
gaged his footman and two ruffians to attend 
him, in order to fecure the Dean wherever they 
met him, until he had gratified his refentmenc 
either by maiming or dabbing him. Accordingly 
he went diredlly to the Deanry, and hearing the 
Dean was at a friend’s houfe *, followed him 
thither, charged him with writing the faid verfes, 
but had not courage enough to put his bloody 
defign in execution. However, as he had the 
affiirance to relate this affair to feveral noblemen 
and gentlemen, the inhabitants of the liberty of 
St. Patrick swaited upon the Deanin form, and 
prefented the following paper, figned by above 
thirty of them, in the name of themfelves, and 
the reft of their neighbourhood, viz. 


* The Rev. Mr. John Worrall’s in Big Ship-ftreet. 

Vol. XI. G g WE 
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VTTE the inhabitants of the liberty of the Deart 
V " and Chapter of St. Patrick’s, Dublin, and 
the neighbourhood of the fame, having been in - 
formed, by univerfal report, that a certain man of 
this city hath openly threatened, and fworn before 
many hundred people, as well perfons of quality as 
others, that he refolves upon the flrfl: opportunity, 
by the help of feveral ruffians, to murder or maim 
the Reverend the Dean of St. Patrick, our neigh¬ 
bour, benefa&or, and head of the liberty of St. 
Patrick, upon a frivolous unproved i'ufpicion, of 
the faid Dean’s having written lome f lines in verfe 
reflecting on the faid man. 

Therefore we, the faid inhabitants of the faid 
liberty, and in the neighbourhood thereof, from 
our great love and refpeft to the faid Dean, to 
whom the whole kingdom hath fo many obliga¬ 
tions, as well as we of the liberty, do unani- 
moufly declare, that we will endeavour to defend 
the life and limbs of the laid Dean againfl: the faid 
man, and all his ruffians and murderers, as far as 
the law will allow, if he or any of them prefume to 
come into the laid liberty with any wicked malicious 
intent againft the houfe or family, or perfon, or 
goods of the faid Dean. To which we have cheer¬ 
fully, fincerelv, and heartily fet our hands. 


t On the words Brother-trotcflar.ts and fellow-chift 
poem, vol. V. J 


See that 


TH E 
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THE 

DEAN’S A N S W E E R. 

The Dean being in bed, very much indifpofed, and 
not able to receive th: fa id perjonsy dictated the 
th: following anfwer : 


Gentlemen, 


T Receive, with great thankfulnefs, thefe many 
-*• kind expreffions of your conern for my iafety, 
as well as your declared refolution to defend me 
(as far as the laws of God and man will allow) a- 
gainfl all murderers and ruffians who {hall attempt 
to enter into the liberty, with any bloody or wicked 
deligns upon my life, my limbs, my houfe, or my 
goods. Gentlemen, my life is in the hands of 
God, and whether it may be cut oft by treachery or 
open violence, or by the common way of other 
men *, as long as it continueth, I Hull ever bear a 
grateful memory for this favour you have fhewn, 
beyond my expectation, and almoft exceeding my 
wifhes. 


The inhabitants of the liberty, as well as thofe 
of the neighbourhood, have lived with me in great 
amity for near twenty years ; which 1 am confident 
will never diminish during my life. I am chiefly 
forry, that, by two cruel diforders of deafnefs and 
giddinefs, which have purlued me for four months, 
I am not in condition either to hear, or receive you, 
much lefs to return my mod fincere ackowledg- 
ments, which in juflice and gratitude I ought to 
do. May God blefs you and your families in this 
world, and make yon for ever happy in the next. 


A N 


Gg 2 
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account 


OF A 

M O N U M E N T 

Erected to the Memory of 
Dr» SWIFT in Ireland. 


To Mr. George Faulkner. 

g j R Neale, Feb. 14. 1750. 

1 Have at kft finifhed, what you have often 
J- heard me with I might be able to do, a monu- 
ment for the greattft genius of our age, the late 
Dean of St. Patrick’s. The thing in hfelf is but a 
tri > but, it is more than I ihould ever have at- 
tempted, had I not with indignation feen a country, 
(1° honoured by the birth of fo great a man, and fo 
faithfully ferved by him all his life) fo long and fo 
lhamefully negligent in erefting fbme monument 
of gratitude to his memory. Countries are not wife 
in iuch neglect; for they hurt themfelves. Men of 
genius are encouraged to apply their talents to the 
iervice of their country, when they fee initgrati- 
tttude to the memory °f thofc who have deferved 
well o* them. The ingenious Pere Caitle told me 
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at Paris, that he reckoned it the greateft misfortune 
to him that he was not born an Englifhman ; and, 
when he explained himfelf, it was only for this, 
that after two hundred years they had erected a 
monument to Shakefpear ; and, another to a mo¬ 
dern, but to the greateffc of them. Sir Ifaac New¬ 
ton. Great fouls are very difinterefted in the af¬ 
fairs of life : They look for fame and immortality, 
fcorning the mean paths of intereft and lucre : and 
furely, in an age fo mercenary as ours, men fhould 
not be fo fparing to give public marks of their gra¬ 
titude to men of fuch virtue, dead, however they 
may treat them living; fince, in fo doing, they 
befpeak, and almoft infure to themfelves a fuccef- 
fion of fuch ufcful perfons in focietv. It was with 
this view that 1 have determined to throw in my 
mite. 

In a fine lawn below my houfe, I have planted 
an hippodrome. It is a circular plantation, confid¬ 
ing of five walks; the central of which is a boric - 
courfe, and three rounds make exactly a mile. All 
the lines are fo laid out, that, from the centre, the 
fix rows of trees appear but one, and form a hun¬ 
dred arches round the field ; in the cenire of which 
I have erected a mount, and placed a marble co¬ 
column on its proper pedcftal, with all the decora¬ 
tions of the order ; on the fummit of which 1 have 
placed a Pegvfus, juft feeming to take flight to the 
heavens ; and on the dye of the pedcftal, I have 
engraved the following inlcription, written by an 
ingenious friend. 

In memoriam Jonathan Swift, S. T. P. 
viri fine pari. 

Aonidum fontes nperis, divine poera, 

Arte nova : aethereas propriis, ut Pegafivs, alis 
Scande domos : seternum addet tua fama columnar 
Huic memori decus. Hie, ta&ti quam poffumus 
umbram 


Nominis 
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Nominis in mentem, facro revocare quotanms 
Ludorum ritu juvat ; hie tibi parvus honorum 
OfFcrtur cumulus: laudum quo fine tuarum 
Copia claudatur qui quserir, gentis Iernte 
Pectora ferutetur, latumque interroget orbem. 

1750. 

I have alfo appointed a fmall fund for annual 
premiums to be diftributed in the celebration of 
games at the monument yearly. The ceremony is to 
lad three days, beginning the firft of May, yearly. 
On this day, young maids and men in the neigh¬ 
bourhood are to aflcmble in the hippodrome, with 
their garlands and chaplets of flowers, and to dance 
round the monument iinging the praifes of this in¬ 
genious patriot, and ftrowing with flowers all the 
place : after which they are to dance for a prize ; 
the belt dancer among the maids is to be prefented 
with a cap and ribbands; and, after the dance, the 
young men are to run for a hat and gloves. 

The fecond day,. there is to be a large market 
upon the ground : and the raoft regular reel and 
count, is to have a guinea premium; and the per- 
fon who buys the greateft quantity of yarn, is to 
have a premium of two guineas. 

The third day, the farmer who produces the befl 
yearling calf of his own breed, is to have two gui¬ 
neas premium ; and he that produces the fairefl: 
colt or Ally, of his own breed likewife, not over two 
years old, ihali receive a premium of two guineas 
alfo.— i bus the whole will not exceed ten pounds ; 
and all thefe ufeful branches of our growth and 
manufacture will be encouraged, in remembering 
the patron who, with fo much care and tenderneis, 
recommended them to others, and cherilhed them 
himfclf. 

I am, Dear Sir, 

Your humble Servant, 

J. B. 
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LETTERS 

O F 

Dr. SWIFT 

Relative to Mr. FAULKNER. 


Some people through ignorance, and others from 
envy, having been iinpofed on, it hath been 
reported, and even pubiifhed, that the Editor 
of Swift’s works had not any acquaintance 
with the author ; and particularly Dr. Hawkf- 
worth, a gentleman of genius and merit, was 
alfo led into this miftake by fome London Book- 
feller : Mr. Faulkner is therefore obliged,in vin¬ 
dication of his charafter, to publifh fome of the 
Dean’s letters to him, to convince * the world 
of the favourable opinion he had of him, and 
the friendiliip and confidence he was pleafed to 
honour him with. The originals of which, and 
many other letters, may be leen with him. 

LETTER 


* That this conviXion might extend to England as well as Ire¬ 
land, we have printed moft of thofe letters omitting only two or 
three which contained nothing material in them. The reft we have 
retained, as they are charaXcriftic of the Dean and others, and dif- 
play that life and humour, which give an agreeable colour to all his 
connexions. ErgU/b Editors, 
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LETTER I. 

To the Earl of OXFORD +. 


Dublin , Feb. 16. 1733* 


My Lord, 

bearer, Mr. Faulkner, the Prince of Dub- 



-*■ lin Printers, will have the honour to deliver 
you this. He tells me, your Lord (hip was fo gra¬ 
cious as to admit him into your prefence, and re¬ 
ceive him with great condefcenfion, which en¬ 
couraged him to hope for the fame favour again, 
by my mediation, which I could not refufe. Al¬ 
though, for his own profit, he is engaged in a 
work that very much difcontents me, yet I would 
rather have it fall into his hands, than any others 
on this fide. 

I am juft recovered, in fome degree, of two 
cruel indifpofitions of giddinefs and deafnefs, after 
feven months. I have got my hearing, but the o- 
ther evil hangs ftill about me, and I doubt will 
never quite leave me, until I leave it. 

I hope your Lordfhip, and Lady Oxford *, and 
Lady Margaret f, continue in perfedl health. I 
pray God preferve you all, for the good of your 
friends, and your country. 

I am, with entire refpecl and efteem, 


Your Lordfhip’s moft obedient, 

And moft obliged Servant, 

J. SWIFT. 


f This nobleman, Edward HarJey, was only fon to Robert Lord 
High Treafurerof Great Britain, who died May 21, 1724. 

* Lady Henrietta Cavendijl Hoiks, only daughter ard heir of his 
Grace John Holies, Duke ot Ntzucajtle, was married to his Lordlhip 
the 31ft of OElober 1713. 

f Tins lady was married to William Eenthck Duke of Portland , 


July 11.1734. 
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LETTER II. 


Mr. Faulkner. 

W ithout the leail regard to your wager, I do 
affure you, upon my word and reputation, 
that I am not author of one fingle line or fyllable 
of that pamphlet, called, An infallible Scheme to pay 
the Debts of the Nation ; and, as it is a very unjuft, 
fo it is equally an imprudent and fallible proceed¬ 
ing, to pronounce determinately, on our tafte and 
knowledge of ftyle or manner of writing, where 
very good judges are often deceived; and in this 
cafe, few men have fuffered fo mucji as myfelf, 
who have borne the reproach of many hundred 
printed papers which I never faw. I do likewife 
proteft in the fame manner, that I did not write the 
epigram upon Taylor # , nor heard of it until Mr# 
Pilkington fhewed it me in manufcript. There¬ 
fore, pray defire your wagerer from me, to be 
more cautious in determining on fuch matters, and 
not to venture the lofs of his money and credit 
with fo much odds againft him. 


I am, 


Your affectionate fervant, 
J. SWIFT. 


Deanry-houfe , 
March 29, 1732. 


If this fancy fhould hold of taxing me with all 
papers that come out, and at the fame time I fhould 
take a fancy to be a writer, I (hall be difcovered 
when I have no mind, for it will be only to cate- 
chife me whenever I am fufpefted* 


Vol XI. 


* The famous Oculift. 

H h 


LET- 
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LETTER III. 


Mr. Faulkner, 

I Defire Mrs. Pilkington will deliver you the pa¬ 
pers relating to Gulliver, which I left with her 
hufband. For, fince you intend to print a new e- 
dition of that book, I muft tell you, that the Eng- 
lifh printer made feveral alterations which I much 
difapprove of, and cannot fet them right without 
thofe papers. 

If 1 am not miftaken, Mr. Pilkington hath an 
edition of Gulliver, where the true original copy 
is interleaved in manufeript: I defire 1 may alio 
fee that book. 

I am, 


June 29, 1733. 


Your humble fervant, 

J. SWIFT. 


**************************** ***t**** 


LETTER IV. 

To his Grace the Lord Archbifhop of Cafhell *. 

Dublin, Augujl 14, 1735;, 

My Lord, 

r T , HE bearer, Mr. Faulkner, our famous printer, 
•*- goes in an hour to Le Kilkenny and Cafhell, 
to gather up his country-debts. Ten to one your 
Grace may owe him a dozen fliillings, and your 
town-coffeehoufe (if you have one) a dozen more. 
But, his pretences to me for writing, are the ho¬ 
nour of being admitted to your Grace by a line in 
my hand. I am not in fear of his fhaming me as 
others have done; however, I would not have you 
* Dr. Theophilus Bolton. 


leave 
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Lave your manufcripts about your room, for he 
would be terribly tempted to beg them, and return 
them back next winter in four volumes, as he fer- 
ved me ; although I never let him touch or fee 
one. He has the name of an honed: man, and 
hath g<*od fenfe and behaviour. I have ordered 
him to mark narrowly whatever you are doing, as 
a prelate, an architect, a country gentleman, a 
politician, and an improver; and to bring me a 
faithful account when he returns; but chiefly a- 
bout your health, and what exercile you make ufe 
of to increafe or preferve it. But he is in hade to 
be gone, and I am forced to conclude. 

I am, with the greateft refpeft, 

My Lord, 

Your Grace’s 

Mod obedient humble fervant, 
J. SWIFT. 

letter v. 

To the Right Honourable Lord Howth. 


Dublin , Auguft 14, I 735 - 

My Lord, . 

T^HE bearer, Mr. Faulkner, came to me jult an 
1 hour before he was taking a journey to Kil- 
kenny and Cafhell, and defired I "’Quid write by 
him to your Lordfhip, and the Archbifhop, omy 
t0 l-t your Lordfhip know, that he is an honeft 
man, and the chief printer, and that I know him 
and treat him with indulgence, became I cannot 
help it. For although he printed what I never 
would have done, yet he got the content of my 
H h 2 friends, 
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friends, and fo I fhall get nothing by being angry 
with him. He hopeth, as a citizen, to be admitted 
to you Lords and Ladies in the country, and I am 
contented you fliall make him welcome ; but take 
care you put no manufcripts in his hands ; other- 
wife, perhaps there will be the works of the Plight 
Hon. be . and of my Lady, and the Giant *, neat¬ 
ly bound next winter. My Lady Achefon hath not 
been well fince flie left the town ; but her mother 
is almoft perfectly cured, except the lofs of her 
eye. I owe my Lady Howth a letter I believe. I 
defire my moft humbe fervice to her and the 
Giant. I have time to fay no more, but, that I 
am. 

Your Lordfhip’s moft obedient fervant, 

J. SWIFT. 

4 * * 44Y * 4 4 444 4 4 4 4 4 * * 4 * * * * 4 * * * * * 4.4 * * * 4. 
LETTER VI. 

Mr. Faulkner, 

T Am anfwering a letter I had from Mr. Pope, 
A when I was at Cavan. My abfence and iick- 
nefs fince I retired, have hindered me from writ¬ 
ing to him. He complains of his unluckinefs that 
you could never find him at home, which, he 
fays, fince his mother’s death, he is often abfent 
from. I here will tranferibe a paragraph which 
relates to you, and 1 defire you will return an an- 
fwer to it, time enough for me to fend a letter to¬ 
night, and I will infert the fum of it. 

<c As to his (Mr. Faulkner’s) defign about my 
works, I beg you will defire him to poftpone it, 
until he fees the duodecimo edition of them here, 
with the firfi volume publifhed by Lintot : for, 
that joined to the reft by Gilliver f, will make 

* A veT y tall ycung Lady, nearly related to Lord Howth. 

"I Lawton Gilliver, a bookfrller. 


the 
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the completed hitherto extant, and is revifcd by 
me. I guefs they will be out about Chriftmas.” 

Pray let me know what anfwer I ihall make to 
Mr. Pope ; write it down and fend it by any mef 
ienger, the fooner the better, for I am an ill writ* 
er at night. 


Jan. 8 , 1735 - 6 . 


I am, yours, &c. 


J. SWIFT. 


I think you may fend your anfwer by the bearer, 
for it need not take above two lines. 


4 4* 4* 4* 4* 4*4*4* 4»4* 4* 4* 4» 4* 4* 4* 4*+ 4*4* 4* 4* t 4* 4* 4* 4* 4»4* 4* 4* r *1* 5* 

LETTER VII. 


To Mr. Benjamin Motte, Bookfeller in London. 

Dublin , May 25 , 1736 . 

Sir, 

T Lately received a long letter from Mr. Faulkner, 
* grievoudy complaining upon leveral articles of 
the ill treatment * he hath met with from you, and 
of the many advantageous offers he hath made you, 
with none of which you thought fit to comply. 
I am not qualified to judge in the fact, having 
heard but one fide ; only one thing I know, that 
the cruel oppreffions of this kingdom by England 
are not to be borne. You fend what books you 
pleafe hither, and the bookfeliers here can fend 
nothing to you that is written here. As this is 
abfolute opprefilon, if I were a bookfeller in this 
town, 1 would ufe ali the fafe means to reprint 
London books, and run them to anv town in Enp- 
land that I could; becaule, whoever neither of- 

* Motte filed a bill in Chancery in England, again*} F?ulkn#*r, 
for printing Swift’s Works, to itop the faic of th.-m there, which 
made the author write this i't'.er. 


fend 




LETTERS of Dr. SWIFT 


24 6 

fends the laws of God, nor the country he liveth 
in, committeth no fin. It was the fault of you 
and other bookfellers, who printed any thing fup- 
pofcd to be mine, that you did not agree with each 
other to print them together, if you thought they 
would fell to any advantage. I believe I told you 
long ago, that Mr Faulkner came to me, and told 
me his intention to print every thing that my 
friends told him they thought to be mine, and that 
I was difcontented at it; but when he urged, that 
fome other bookfeller would do it, and that he 
would take the advice of my friends, and leave out 
what I pleafed to order him, I faid no more, but 

that I was forry it fhould be done here.-But, 

I am fo incenfed againft the oppreffions from Eng¬ 
land, and have fo little regard to the laws they 
make, that I do, as a clergyman, encourage the 
merchants both to export wool and woollen ma 
nufailures, to any country in Europe, or any 
where elfe ; and conceal it from the cuftomhoufe- 
officers, as 1 would hide my purfe from a high¬ 
wayman, if he came to rob me cn the road, al¬ 
though England hath made a law to the contra¬ 
ry * : and fo I would encourage our bookfellers 
here to fell your authors books printed here, and 
fend them to all the towns in England, if 1 could 
do it with fafety and profit ; becaufe, (I repeat it) 
it is no offence againff God, or the laws of the 
country I live in. Mr. Faulkner hath dealt fo 
fairly with me, that 1 have a great opinion of his 
honefty, although I never dealt with him as a prin¬ 
ter or a bookfeller, but fince my friends told me, 
thofe things, called mine, would certainly be printed 
by lome hedge*bookfeller, I was forced to be paffive 

* This we apprehend is better patriotiira than good cafuiftry $ 
but perhaps we too are prejudiced in our turns, by the Dean's own 
principle. The Ergiijb bookfellers, 

in 
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in the matter. I have * fome things which I fhall 
leave my executors to publifh after my deceafe, and 
have directed that they fhall be printed in London. 
For, except fmall papers, and fome treatifes wr it 
for the ufe of this kingdom, I always had thofe of 
importance to be published in London, as you wells 
know. For my own pait, although l have no 
power any where, I will do the bed offices I can 
to countenance Mr. Faulkner. For, although I 
was not at all pleafed to have that collection print¬ 
ed here, yet none of my friends advifed me to be 
angry with him, although, if they had been print¬ 
ed in London by you and your partners, perhaps 
I might have pretended to loine little profit. Who¬ 
ever may have the hazard or advantage of what I 
fhall leave to be printed in London after my de- 
I ceafe, I will leave no other copies of them here ; 
[ but, if Mr. Faulkner ffiould get the firft printed 
copy, and reprint it here, and fend his copies to 
England, I think he would do as right as your 
London bookfcilers who load us with yours. If I 
live but a few years, I believe I fhall publifh fome 
things that I think are important; but, they fhall 
be printed in London, although Mr. Faulkner 
were my brother. I have been very tedious in tel¬ 
ling you my thoughts on this matter, and fo l re¬ 
main, 

Sir, 

Your rnoft humble lervant, 

JON. SWIFT. 


* Directions to fervants; and the hiftory of the laft fefljin of 
Queen Anne} and the peace of Utrecht, both fince printed uy G. 
Faulkner. 


LET- 
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LETTER VIII. 


To the Right Worfhipful the Mayor, Aldermen, 
Sheriffs, and Common council of the city of 
Corke. 

Deanry-houfe, Dublin , 4ag< 15 , 1737 . 
Gnntlemf.n, 

I Received from you fome weeks ago, the honour 
of my freedom in a lilver box, by the hand of 
Mr. Standard *; but it was not delivered to me in 
as many weeks more ; becaufe I luppofed he was 
too full of more important buiinefs. Since that 
time, I have been wholly confined by (icknefs, fo 
that 1 was not able to return you my acknowledge¬ 
ment ; and it is with much difficulty I do it now, 
my head continuing in great diforder. Mr. baulk- 
net* will be the bearer of my letter, who lets out 
tills morning for Corke. 

I could have wifhed, as I am a private man, that 
in the inftrument of mv freedom, you had pieafed 
to affign yourreafons for making choice of me. I 
know it is an ufual compliment to beftow the free¬ 
dom of the city on an Archbiffiop or Lord-Chan¬ 
cellor, and other perfons of great tides, merely up¬ 
on account of their Rations or power ; but a pri¬ 
vate man, and a perfect ftranger, without power 
or grandeur, may juftly expect to find the motives 
affigned in the inftrument of his freedom, on what 
account he is thus diftinguiihed. And yet I can¬ 
not difeover in the whole parchment ferip any one 


* Eaton Standard, Efq; then Recorder of Dublin, and afterwards 
made his Majefty's prime ferjeant at law, in the reem or Anthony 
Malone, Elqj fmee promoted to the Chaacellorlhip ot the exche¬ 


quer. 


reafon 
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reafon offered. Next, as to the filver * box, there 
is not fo much as my name upon it, nor any one 
fyllable to ihcw it was a preient from your city. 
Therefore, I have, by the advice of my friends, a- 
greeing with my own opinion, fent back the box, and 
inftrument of freedom by Mr. Faulkner, to be re¬ 
turned to you; leaving to your choice, whether to 
infert the Yeafons for which you were pleafed to 
give me my freedom, or beftow the box upon fome 
more worthy perfon, whom you may have an in¬ 
tention to honour, becaule it will equally fit every 
body. 


I am, with true efteem 
And gratitude, gentlemen. 
Your moft obedient, and 
Obliged fervant, 


JON. SWIFT. 


«j, % 3. % % «$► 4 .% $ $ 4 *+* 4 * F*** * * % ** 


LETTER IX. 

To Mr. Faulkner. 

Deanry-houfc , Dublin , Jan. 6, 1738. 



I Have often mentioned to you an earnelt aelire i 
had, and ftiil have, to record the merit and 
fervices of the Lord Mayor, Humphrey French, 
whom I often defired, after his mayorality, to give 
me an account of many paflages that happened in 
his mayoralty, and which he as often put off on 
the pretence of his forgetfulnefs, but in reality, ot 
his modefty: I take him to be a hero in his kind, 

* In confequence of this letter there was an infcr:pt:on, and the 
city arms of Co rice engiaved on the box, and reafons in the pa:ch- 
rrient ferip for prefenting him with the lrecdcm of that city. 


Vol. XI. 


Ii 


and 
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and that he ought to be imitated by all his fuccef- 
fors, as far as their genius can reach ; I defire you 
therefore to inquire among all his friends whom 
you are acquainted with, to prefs them to give you 
the particulars of what they can remember, not 
only during the general conduit of his life, where- 
ever he had any power or authority in the city ; 
but, particularly, from Mr. Maple, who was his 
intimate friend, who knew him bed, and could 
give the molt juft character of himfelf and his ac¬ 
tions. 

When I fiiall have got a fufficient information of 
all thefe particulars, I will, although 1 am oppreiT- 
ed with age and infirmities, ftir up all the little fpi- 
tit I can raife, to give the public an account of 
that great patriot; and propole him as an example 
to all future magiftrates, in order to recomend his 
virtues to this milerable kingdom. 

I am. 

Sir, 

Your very humble fervant, 
JON. SWIFT. 

4 4 4-4444*4444 4 44$ * 4* 4 $444 44 4 44 4 4 4- 4- 444. 

Mrs. Caclar, wife of Charles Caefar, Efq; member 
of parliament for the borough of Hertford, who 
was committed to the tower of London, Dec. 19, 
1705, for fome refleftions in the houfe of com¬ 
mons, on the Earl of Godolphin, then Lord 
High Treafurer of England. Iniyii, Mr. Cte- 
far was appointed treafurer of the navy in the 
room of Robert Walpole, Efq; afterwards a 
Knight of the Garter, who was created Earl of 
Oxford in February 9, 1741. This Lady was 
alfo mother to Julius Ctefitr, a brave foldier, 
now a general in the fervice of his Britannic 

Majefty 








RELATIVE to Mr. FAULKNER. 251 

Majefty in Germany, April 1762 The Dean 
correfponded with this lady, who was remark¬ 
able for her good fenfe, friendfhip, and polite- 
nefs, and much efteemed by the nobility and 
gentry, and all people of tafle, genius and learn¬ 
ing, and therefore imagine the following letters 
will be acceptable. 

letter x. 

To Mrs. Cjesar. 


Madam, 

A Mong a few little vexations, fuch as beggary, 
flavery, corruption, ignorance, want of friend?, 
faction, oppreflion, and fome other trifles of the 
like nature, that we philofophers ought to dcfpife ; 
two or three ladies of long acquaintance, and at a 
great diftance, are ftill fo kind as to remember me, 
and I was always proud and pleafed to a great de¬ 
gree, that you happened to be one, lince conftan- 
cy is, I think, at leaft, as ieldom found in friend¬ 
ship as in love. Mrs. Barber, when I fee her, is 
always telling me wonders of the continual favours 
you have conferred on her, and that without yout 
interpolition, the fuccefs of her errand would have 
hardly been worth the journey; and I muft bear 
the load of this obligation, without the leaf! polli- 
bility of ever returning it, otherwife than by my 
belt wifhes for the profperity and health of you 
and your family: For, in fpight of all your good 
words, I am the moil: iniignificant man of this 
mod iniignificant country. I have been tied by 
the leg (without being married) for ten months 
pad, by an unlucky brain, which prevented the 
honour and happinefs I propofed tomyfelfof wait¬ 
ing on you oftener during this laft fummer : And 
another year at my period of life is like an inch in 
a man’s nofe; yet, I flatter myfelf, that next 
fpring, I ma/ take one voyage more, when you 
1 i 2 will 
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will fee me altered in every difpofition of body and 
mind, cxcepi in my reipecb for you, and all that 
belong to you. There is one part of Mr. Pope’s 
compliment which I cannot make you, for I could 
not with he ftrifleft fearch find one letter too ma¬ 
ny in any of your words, although I found a thou- 
ftnd words too few in your letter; therefore, I ac¬ 
cepted and underftood it only as a billet juft writ 
while Mrs. Barber flood by in her hood and fcatfF 
juft ready to take her leave and begin her journey : 
And, what is worfe, 1 i'ufpeft that fhe was forced 
to iollicite you long, becaufe fhe wanted a certifi¬ 
cate under your hand to convince me that fhe was 
not an impoftor. 

I will not fay one word in Mrs. Barber’s behalf, 
for fhe will always continue to deferve your pro- 
teclion ; and therefore fhe may be fure you will al¬ 
ways continue to give it her. 

I hope Mr. Ctefar is in good health, and defire 
he will accept the offer of my moft humble fer- 
vice, with my hearty wifhes for your whole fami¬ 
ly* 

I am, with true refpect, 

Madam, 

Your moft obedient, and 
Moft humble fervant, 

JONATHAN SWIFT. 

letter XI. 

To Mrs. Caesar. 


M Dublin, July 30, 173?. 

Madam, j /iy 

X C ° uI< ? not ,et Mrs - Barber leave us for trood and 
all without honouring her with the carriage of a 

letter 
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letter from your old humble fervant and conftant 
lover : She hath been affli&cd with fo many repe¬ 
titions of the gout, that tier limbs are much weak¬ 
ened, and her fpirits funk ; neither can I well 
blame her, confidering her grand affair of fub- 
fcriptions muff needs have flackened in her ab- 
fence. Neither could fhe be in much difpofition to 
increafe her volumes, for health and good humour 
are too ingredients ablolutely necefiary in the poe¬ 
tical trade ; but I hope your countenance and pro¬ 
tection will recover her fpirits, and her hopes, and 
her genius. I imagine fhe looks on you as her 
chief patronefs ; becaufe, although lhe be abun¬ 
dantly grateful to all her prott&ors ; yet, I obferve 
your name moft orten in her mouth. I wifli it 
were in my power to take the fame journey; but 
neither my health, nor the bad Hate of my private 
affairs will give me power or leave : I cannot make 
(hift, nor bear fatigues as 1 tiled to do. To live in 
England, half as tollerably a I do here, would 
ruin me. I muft have two lervants and three hor- 
fes, and dare drink nothing but wine ; and my 
ragged church ren:s would never be paid in my ab- 
fence My Lord Bolingbroke and Mr. Pope prefs 
me with many kind invitations, but the former is 
too much a philofopher ; he dines at fix in the e- 
vening; after ftudying all the morning until the 
afternoon ; and, when he hath dined, to his ftu- 
dies again. Mr. Pope can neither eat nor drink, 
loves to be alone, and hath always fome poetical 
fcheme in his head. Thus, the two befi: compa¬ 
nions and friends I ever had, have utterly difqua- 
lified themfelves for my convention, and my way 
of living. Mr. Pope, who had often promiled to 
pafs a fummer-feafon with me here, if he outlived 
his mother, foon after her death, waved the faireft 
opportunity of performing his promife two months 
ago, of coming over with eafe, and in company of 

Dean 
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Dean Corterel # and his fitter ; he faid we fliould 
kill him with eating and drinking. I had a very 
convenient apartment for him in the Deanry- 
houfe : He would have all the civilities of this 
town ; and Mrs. Barber will tell you that we never 
want a dozen or more of very valuable perfons, 
and of both texes, with whom to converfe ; I chid 
him foundly in my latt letter for his want of friend- 
fhip or refolution. You fee, Madam, I am full of 
talk; but you are to blame, for I imagine myfeif 
in your company, which is indeed no great coni' 
pliment; and upon fecond thoughts it is not true, 
for I fliould be much better pleafed to be your 
hearer. However, I fliould certainly afk you a 
thoufand queflions concerning yourfelf, and Mr. 
C:efar, and your whole family. I have received fo 
much friendfhip and fo many civilities from you 
both, that I fhall ever own my obligations; which 
are ever in created by Mrs. Barber’s feeding my va¬ 
nity, with telling me, that you did not receive her 
worfe for her being recommended by me ; yet I 
confefs, her exprefilons were in fomewhat ftrong- 
er terms. Pray God blefs you and your whole 
family. I defire you will prefent my moft humble 
fervice to .Mr. Ckefar. 

I am, with the greatett refpect. 

Madam, 

Your mott obedient, and 

Moft obliged, humble fervanr, 

JON. SWIFT. 

444444444444444444444444444444444444 

The following letter to the Provoft and Fellows of 
the uniyerfity of Dublin, plainly fhews the au- 

* Afterwards bifhop of Leighlin and Ferns. 


thor’s 
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thor’s friendihip to gentlemen of genius and 
learning, although unacquainted with them ; 
but foon after this, Mr. Dunkin was introduced 
to the Dean, who did him further fervices by 
recommending him to Dr. Bolton Archbifhop 
of Cafhell, who ordained him for holy orders. 

LETTER XII. 

To the Provoft and Senior Fellows of Trinity-Col¬ 
lege, Dublin. 


July 5 > 1 736 - 

Rev. and Worthy Sirs, 

AS I had the honour of receiving fome part of 
^ ^ my education in your uni'verfity, and the good 
fortune to be of fome fervice to it, while 1 had a 
lhare of credit at court, as well as fince, when I 
had very little or none, I may hope to be excufed 
for laying a cafe before you, and offering my opi¬ 
nion upon it. 

Mr. Dunkin, whom you all know, fent me fome 
time ago a memorial intended to be laid before vou, 
which, perhaps, he hath already done. His re- 
queft is, that you would be pleafed te enlarge his 
annuity at prefent, and that he may have the fame 
right in his turn, to the fir ft church-prefermenr, 
vacant in your gifr, as if he had been made a fel¬ 
low, according to the Icheme of his aunt’s will * r 
becaufe the abfurdity of the condition in it, ought 
to be imputed to the old woman’s ignorance, al¬ 
though her intention be very manifeft, and the 
intention of the teftator in ail wills is chiefly re¬ 
garded by the law. What I would therefore hum¬ 
bly propofe is this, that you would increafe his 
penfton to one hundred pound a-year, and make 
him a firm pramife of the firft church-living in 
your difpofai, to the value of two hundred pounds 
a-vear, or fomewhat more, This I take to be a 

reafonable 
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reafonable medium between what he hath propofed 
in his memorial, and wliat you allow him at pre¬ 
sent. 

I am almoft a perfect ftranger to Mr. Dunkin, 
having never feen him above twice, and then in 
mixed company, nor fhould I now know his per- 
fon if I met him in the ftreets. But I know he is a 
man of wit and parts ; which, if applied properly 
to the bufinefs of his function, inftead of poetry, 
(wherein it mull: he owned he fometimes excells), 
might be of great ufe and fervice to him. 

I hope you will pleafe to remember, that fince 
your body hath received no inconfiderable bene¬ 
faction from the aunt, it will much increafe your 
reputation, rather to err on the generous fide, to¬ 
wards the nephew. 

Thefe are my thoughts after frequently reflect¬ 
ing on the cafe under all its circumstances. and fb 
1 leave it to your wifer judgements. 


I am, with true refpeCt and efteem, 


Reverend and worthy Sirs, 
Your moft obedjfnt, and 
Molt humble fcrvant, 


Deanry-hcufc, 

July 5, 1736. 


J. SWIFT. 



LET- 
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LETTER I. 

London, Nov . 4 , 1710 , 

My Lord, 

T AM moft unhappily engaged this night, where 
I cannot write to your Grace fo long a letter as 
I intended ; but I will make it up in a poll: or two. 

I have only now to tell you, that Mr. Harley hath 
given me leave to acquaint my Lord Primate and« 
your Grace, that the Queen hath granted the firft 
fruits and twentieth parts to the clergy of Ireland. 
It was done above a fortnight ago ; but I was then 
obliged to keep it a fecret, as I hinted to your 
Grace in my laft letter. He hath now given me 
leave to let your Grace and my Lord Primate know 
it, only defires you will fay nothing of it until a 
letter cometh to you from my Lord Dartmouth, 
fecretary of ftate. All I know yet is, that the 
Vol.XI. K k bifliops 
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bifhops are to be made a corporation for the difpo- 
fal of the firft-fruits, and that the twentieth parts 
are to be remitted. I will write to your Grace the 
particulars of my negotiation, and fome other a- 
nmfcmtnts, very foon. I humbly beg your Grace 
to acquaint my Lord Primate with this. I had 
your Grace’s letter Lift poll, and you will now fee, 
that your letters to the archbilhop here are unne- 
ceflary. I was a little in pain about the Duke of 
Ormond, who, I feared might interpofe in this 
matter, and be angry it was done without him : but 
Mr. Harley hath very kindly taken this matter upon 
himfelf. It was yefterday I dined with him, and 
he told me all this; and to-morrow I dine with him 
again, where I may hear more. I fhall obey your 
Grace’s directions whether my ftay here be further 
necefiary, after you have had the letter from the 
fccretary's office. I know not what it will be; 
bur, if any forms remain to finiffi, I (hall be ready 
to a ft] ft in it.as I have hitherto done. I have all 
the reafon in the world to be fatisfted with Mr. 
Harley’s conduct in this whole affair. In three 
days he fpoke of it to the Queen, and gave her 
my memorial, and fo continued until he got her 
grant. I am now in much company, and fteal 
this time to write to your Grace. The Queen was 
refolved to have the whole merit of this affair to 
herfelf. Mr. Harley advifed her to it, and next 
to her Majefty, he is the only perfon to be thank¬ 
ed. I iuppofe it will not be many days before you 
nave the letter from my Lord Dartmouth, and 
your Grace will afterwards fignify your commands, 
if you have any for me. I fhall go to the office, and 
fee that a difpatch be made as foon as poffible. I 
am, with the greateft refpecl, 

My Lord, 

Your Grace’s mod dutiful, and 
Moll obedient humble fervant, 
JON. SWIFT, 
LET- 
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************************************* 
LETTER IF. 

Lor.don , Nov. 23 . 1710 . 

My Lord, 

T Had your Grace’s letter not until this day: 
A whether it lay in the fecrelary’s office, or was 
kept by the wind I cannot tell; but I would Have 
expofed it immediately whenever it had come. 
Mr. Southwell told me two das ago of the letter 
your Grace mentions, which ftuprifcd me a good 
deal, when I remembered I had writ to your Grace 
three weeks ago, that the Queen had abfoluteiy 
granted the firft-fruits and twentieths, and that 
Mr. Harley had permitted me to lignify the fame 
to the Primate and your Grace. Perhaps that let¬ 
ter might not have reached your Grace before that 
refolution of fending the Duke of Ormond; but, 
however, I gave you fuch an account of my recep¬ 
tion from Mr. Harley, and his readinefs to under¬ 
take this affair, and what fteps he had already 
made in it, as I thought would have given you fome 
fight in what way the bufinefs was ; but Mr. Har¬ 
ley charged me to tell no body alive, what the 
Queen had refolved on, till he gave me leave ; and, 
by the conclufion of a former letter, your Grace 
might fee you were to expect fome further intelli¬ 
gence very foon. Your Grace may remember, 
that upon vour telling me how backward the bi- 
fhops were in giving me a power, I was very un¬ 
willing to go at all, and fent the Dean of St. Pa¬ 
trick’s * to tell you fo; hut you thought I could 
not handfomelv put it off, when things were gone 
fo far. Your objection then about the difadvan- 
tage I lay under in point of party, I know well 

* Dr. Sierrie, afterwa ds fcifhop of Clegher. 
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enough how to anfwer, otherwife nothing fiiouTd 
have prevailed on me to come hither; and if my 
Lords the Bifhops doubt whether I have any cre¬ 
dit with the prefent miniftry, I will, if they pleafe, 
undo this matter in as little time as I have done it. I 
did reckon your Grace underftood and believed me 
in what I faid ; and I reckon fo ftilh ^but I will not 
be at the pains of undeceiving fo many. I never 
propofed to myfelf cither credit or profit by my la¬ 
bour, but the fatisfa£lion of doing good, without 
valuing whether I had the merit of it or no. But 
the method now taken was the likelieft way to fet all 
things backward if it were not part danger. It fhall 
be my bullnefs (until my Lords the bilhops forbid 
me to engage further) to prevent any mifunder- 
flanding with Mr Harley by this fudden ftep. The 
thing was all done before the Duke of Ormond was 
named for Lord-lieutenant, fo there was no affront 
at all to him ; and Mr. Harley told me more than 
once, that fuch an intereft was the propereft, be- 
caufc he thought the Queen herlelf lhould have 
the doing of it : But I faid a great deal of this in 
former letters. If your Grace hath any commands 
for me of your own, I lhall obey them w ith all 
cheerfulnefs, being with great refpecl,, 

My Lord, 

Your Grace’s moft obedient, and 

Moft humble fervant, 

J. SWIFT. 

* 4 ** 4 *$ ** ***** ** **4 *^ 4 ** * $ 

LETTER III. 

London y November 2 8 . 1710 . 

My Lord, 

A Day or two after I received vour Grace’s let- 
- x ter of the 2d inftanr, I dined with Mr. South- 
well, who fhewed me the letter of the bilhops to 

the 
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the Duke of Ormond, and another letter from 
the Biihop of Kildare to Mr. Southwell, to de¬ 
lire him to get the papers from me, which I fhall 
lend him as foon as I have looked them out. 
Mr. Southwell faid, that a month or two hence, 
when the Duke began to think of this journey, it 
would be time enough to folicit this affair. Upon 
this I told him frankly, that the Queen had already 
granted the fir ft-fruits, and that I had writ to 
your Grace by Mr. Harley’s directions, but that 
my letter did not reach you until yours was lent to 
the Duke and him ; and that therefore I thought 
it would be a very odd ftep to begin again. He faid, 
he was glad it was done, and that he did not de- 
delign to take any of the credit from me, c >c. I 
told him ftncerely it was what I did not regard at 
all, and, provided the church had the benht, it 
was indifferent to me how it came about, and fo 
we parted. I had told the Duke of Ormond at 
ftrft, that I would apply myfelf to Mr. Harley, if 
his Grace advifed ir, which he did; and I after¬ 
wards told Mr. Southwell, that Mr. Harley had 
been very kind in promiiing his good offices : Fur¬ 
ther I durft not fpeak, being under an engagement 
of fecrecy to Mr. Harley, and the whole thing was 
done before the Duke was declared Lord-lieute¬ 
nant. If your Grace confiders the time you feat 
me the paper, you will judge what difpatch was 
made ; in two days after, I delivered a memorial I 
drew up to Mr. Harley, and in id's than a fortnight 
he had treated the matter four times with the 
queen, and then told me fhe had granted it ab:o! 
lutely as my memorial defired, but charged me to 
tell no man alive, and your Grace may remember, 
that one of my letters ended with fo nothing as if I 
were limited, and would fay more in a fhort time, 
in about a week after I had leave to inform the 
pf Prim and your Grace, as I did in my letter 
the 4th inftant. It ij te be confideied, that the 

Queen 
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Queen was all this while at Himpton-court or 
Windfor, fo that I think the difpatch was very 
great. But, indeed, I expected a letter would have 
been fent from the fecretary’s office, to fignify this 
matter in due form ; and fo it will But Mr. Har¬ 
ley had a mind firft to bring me to the Queen, 
for that and fome other matters ; and ilie came 
to town not a week ago, and was out of order 
one day when it was defigned I fhould attend her$ 
and, fince the parliament’s beginning hath taken 
her up ; but, in a few days, Mr. Harley tells 
me he will introduce me. This I tell your 
Grace in confidence, only to fatisfy you in parti¬ 
cular why the Queen hath not yet lent a letter in 
form. Upon that difpatch to Mr. Southwell, I was 
perplexed to the laft degree. I did not value the 
flighting manner of the Bilhop of Kildare’s * letter, 
barely defil ing Mr. Southwell f to call on me for 
the papers, without any thing further, as if I had 
been wholly infignificant ; but I was at a Jofs how 
to behave myfelf with the Duke and Mr. Harley. 
I met the latter yefterday in the court of rcquefts, 
and he whifpered me to dine with him. At din¬ 
ner I told him of the difpatch to Mr. Southwell, 
and rallied him for putting me under difficulties 
with his lecrets; that I was running my head a- 
gainft a well ; that he reckoned he had done the 
church and. me a favour ; that I fhould difoblige 
the Duke of Ormond ; and that the BiPnops in Ire¬ 
land thought I had done nothing, and had there¬ 
fore taken away my commiffion. He told me your 
Lordihip had taken it away in good time, for the 
thing was done ; and that as for the Duke of Or¬ 
mond, I need not be uneafy ; for he would let his 
Grace know it as foon as he faw him, which would 

* Dr Wueope Ellis. 

t R’.ghtHon. Edward Souhv/ill, Efqj fecretary of Rate for 
Ireland. 

be 














To Dr. NARCISSUS MARSH. 263 

be in a dav or two at the Treafury ; and then pre- 
mifed again to can y ine to the Queen with the hi ft 
opportunity. Your Grace now ices how the affair 
ftands, and whether I deferve iuch treatment from 
the bifhops, from every part whereof I wholely 
exclude your Grace, and could only, wifli my firft 
letter, about the progreis I had made, had found 
fo much credit with you, as to have delayed that 
difpatch until you had heard once more from me. 
I had at leaft fo much difcretion, not to pretend I 
had done more than I really did, but rather lefs : 
And, if I had confulted my own intereft, I fhould 
have employed my credit with the prefent mi- 
niftry another way. The bifhops are miftaken 
in me ; it is well known here, that I could have 
made my markets with the laft miniftry if I had 
pleafed ; and the prefent men in power are very 
well apprifed of it, as your Grace may, if I live to 
fee you again ; which I certainly never would in 
Ii eland, ;f I did not flatter myfclf that I can upon 
a better foot with your Grace, than with fome o- 
ther of their Lordlhips. Your Grace is pleafed to 
command me to continue my lblicicarions ; but as 
now there will be no need of them, fo I think my 
commiffion is at an end, ever iince I had notice of 
that difpatch to Mr. Southwell. However, in o- 
bedience to your Grace, if there be any thing to be 
done about expediting the forms, wherein my fer- 
vice can be of ufe, I will readily perform as far as 
I am able : But I mu ft tell your Grace what gives 
me the greateft difpleafure, that I had hopes to 
prevail that the Queen fhould in fome months be 
brought to remit the crown-rents, which I named 
in my memorial, but in an article by itfelf; and 
Mr. Harley had given me fome hopes of, and I 
have fome private reafons to think, might have been 
brought about. I mentioned it in the memorial, only 
as from myfelf; and therefore, if I have an oppor¬ 
tunity I {hall venture to mention it to the Q^ieen, 

or 
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or at Icaft repeat it to Mr. Hai ley. This I do as a 
private man, whom the bilhops no longer own. 
It is certainly right to pay all civilities, and make 
applications to a Lord lieutenant, but without 
iome other means a bufmd's may hang long 
enough, as this of the firft-fruits did for four 
years under the Duke of Ormond’s laft govern¬ 
ment, although no man loves the church of Ireland 
better than his Grace ; but fuch things are forgot 
and neglc< 5 led between the Governor and his fecre- 
taries, unleis iolicited by iome body who has the 
buiincfs at heart. But I have done, and fhall 
trouble your Grace no farther upon this affair; 
and on other occaiions while 1 am here, will en¬ 
deavour to entertain you with what is like to pafs 
in this bufy feene, where all things are taking a 
new, and, I think, a good turn ; and where, if 
you pleafe, I will write to von, with that freedom 
1 formerly did ; and I beg your Grace to employ 
me in any commands you may have here, which I 
ihall be prouder to obey, than to have ever fo 
much merit with fome others ; being, with perfect 
rdpect. 

My Lord, 

Your Grace’s 

Moft dutiful, and 

Moft obedient humble fervant 

, > 

JON. SWIFT. 

Your Grace will pleafe direct for me at St. James’s 
coffee-houfe in St. James’s-ftreet. 

Two hundred members fupped Iaft night at the 
Fountain-tavern, where they went to determine 
about a chairman for ele&ions. Medlicott and 
Manly were the two candidates ; but the com¬ 
pany could not agree, and parted in an ill hu¬ 
mour. It is a matter of fome moment, and I 
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hope it will be amicably made up ; but the great 
took: we are afraid of, is a diflention among the 
majority, becaufe the weakeft part, when they 
grow diicontented, know where to retire, and 
be received. 
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LETTER IV. 

London , Dec. 30. 1710. 

My Lord, 

I Have juft received your Grace’s letter of the 
16th, and I was going however to write again 
to your Grace, not upon buftnefs, but to amufe you 
with fomething from hence, which no man wants 
more than your Grace, confidering the variety of 
other people’s affairs you have always on your 
hands, as Well as the church’s and your own, 
which are the lame thing. The Duke of Ormond 
told me the other day, that the + Primate declined 
very faft, and was hardly able to fign a paper. I 
faid, I wondred they would put him in the govern¬ 
ment, when every one knew he was a dying man 
this twelvemonth paft. I hope, for the church’s 
good, that your Grace’s friends will do their duty 
inreprefenting you as the perfon the kingdom wifh- 
eth to fucceed him. I know not how your difpo- 
politions ftand that way. I know my Lord Preft- 
dent hath great credit at prefent, and I haveunder- 
ftood him to be a friend to your Grace. I can on¬ 
ly fay, I have no regard to your intereft in this, 
but that of the church; and therefore fhould be 
very glad to drop in a word where it lieth in my 
way, if I thought it would not be difigreeable to 
you. I dread their fending a perfon from hence, 
which I fhall venture to prevent with all the little 


f Dr. Marsh. 
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credit I have, and fhould be glad to fee a Primate 
of oiir own kingdom and univerfity ; and that is 
all I fliall venture to fay on this fubjech 

MarfhaJ Staremberg *hath certainly got to Sa- 
ragofla with 7000 men, and the Duke of Ven- 
dolme f hath fent him his equipage. Mr. Stan¬ 
hope J was podtive to part forces with Staremberg, 
which occafioned this lofs ; and when the battle 
was, they were feveral miles afunder. The Duke 
of Marlborough was yefterday an hour with the 
queen ; it was let him at twelve at noon, when it 
was likely his vifit fhould be fhortefl. Mr. St. 
John was with her juft before, and Mr. Harley 
juft after. The Duke’s behaviour was with the 
moft abjeeft lubmiilion ; that he was the meaneft of 
her Majefty s inftruments; her humble creature ; 
a poor worm, This I had from a lord to 

whom the Queen told it : for the minifters never 
tell any thing ; and it is only by picking out and 
comparing, that one can ever be the wifer for 
them. I took leave yefterday of Lord Peterborow, 
who is going in a day or two to Vienna : I faid, F 
wiflied he were going to Spain ; he told me, he 
hoped his prefent journey would be to more pur- 
pofe ; and, by what Lean gather, they will ufe all 
means to make as fpeedy a peace as poffible, with 
fafety and honour. Lord Rivers § tells me he will 
not let out for Hanover this month : I afked him 
about his late reception there, becaufe the town 
was full of ftories about it : he aiTured me he could 
not defire a better; and, if it were otherwife, F 
believe he would hardly be pitched upon to be fent 
again. The young people in parliament are very 

* General and commander of the imperial forces in Spain. 

+ Commancer of the French. 

4 General Stanhcpe, commander of the English. He was created 
an Eari by George I. 

§ Richard Savage, Farl of Rivers, her Majt fly's mi,utter, 
and Plenipotentiary to Hanover, 

eager 
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.eager to have Tome inquiries made into paft ma¬ 
nagements, and are a little angry with the flacknefs 
of the miniftry upon that article; they fay, they 
Lave told thofe who fent them, that the Queen’s 
calling a new parliament was to correft and look 
into former abufes ; and if fomething of the latter 
be not done, they know not how to anfwcr it. I 
am not altogether fatisfied how the miniftry is diff 
.pofed in this point. Your Grace hath heard there 
was much talk lately of Sir Richard Levinge’s * 
defign to impeach Lord Wharton, and feveral 
perfons of great confideration in the houfe allured 
me, they would give him all encouragement; and 
i have reafon to know, it would be acceptable to 
the court : but Sir Richard is the moll timorous 
man alive, and they all begin to look upon him in 
that charafter, and to hope nothing from him : 
however, they talk of fome other inquiries when 
the parliament meets after this recefs : and it is of 
ten in people’s mouths, that February will be a 
warm month ; but this I can affirm nothing of, 
and I hope your Grace will diftinguilli between 
what I affirm, and what I report : as to the firffc 
you may fecurely count upon it; the other you 
will pleafe take as it is fent. 

Since the letter from the bifliops to the Duke of 
Ormond, I have been a much cooler folicitor; for 
l look upon myfelf no [longer a deputed perfon. 
Your Grace may be fully fatisfied, that the thing 
is granted, becaufe I had order to report it to you 
from the prime miniffer; the reft is form, and 
may be done at any time : as for bringing the let¬ 
ter over myfelf, I mu ft again profefs to your 
Grace, that I do not regard the reputation of it at 
all ; perhaps I might if I were in Ireland ; but, 
when I am on this fide, a certain pride feizeth me 
from very different ufage I meet with, which ma- 


* Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, and Lord Chief Juftice of 
:he King's Bench. 

L 1 2 keth 


L 1 2 







268 LETTERS from Dr. SWIFT 

keth me look on things in another lightbut^ 
befides, I beg to tell your Grace in confidence, 
that the miniftry have defired me to continue fome 
time longer, for certain reafons, that I may fome 
time have the honour to tell you. As for every 
body’s knowing what is done in the firft- 
fruits, it was I that told it; for, after I faw the 
bifliops letter, I let every one know it in perfect 
fpight, and told Mr. Harley and Mr. Secretary St. 
John fo. However, in humble deference to your 
Grace’s opinion, and not to appear fullen, I did 
yefterday complain to Mr. Secretary St. John, that 
Mr. Harley had not yet got the letter from the 
Queen to confirm the grant of the firft-fruits; that 
I had loft reputation by it; and that I took it very 
ill of them both; and that their excules of 
parliament-bufinefs, and grief for the Iofs in Spain, 
were what I would bear no longer. Fie took all I 
faid very well, and defired I would call on him to 
morrow morning, and he would engage, if Mr. 
Hailey had not done it, he himfelf would in a day 

?. r !) v .°' r ^ 00n as t ^ lc,e is any iflue of this j 

fhaft inform your Grace; and I have reafon to 
think it is a trifle they will not refufe me. 

I have had from other hands fome accounts of 
that ridiculous plot your Grace mentions, but it 
talked of here, neither have any of the 
mimftfy mentioned a word of it to pie, although 
they are well appriz’d of fome affairs in Ireland ; 
or, I had two papers given me by a great man, 
one about the fentence of the defacers of the fta- 

V Ue /i- an t the , °^ her about a tl i al before the Lord 
Juftice Broderick, for fome words in the north, 
fpoke by a clergyman againft the Queen. I fun. 
poeyour Grace reckons upon a new parliament 
in Iieland, and fome alterations in the council, the 
law and the revenue. Your Grace is the moft 
exact correfpondent I ever had, and the Dean of 

St. 
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St. Patrick’s diretftly contrary, which I hope you 
will remember to fay to him upon the occafion. 

I am, with the greateft refpect, 

My Lord, your Grace’s moft dutiful. 
And moft humble fervanr, 

J. SWIFT. 

I have read over this letter, and find feveral things 
relating to affairs here, that are faid in perfect 
confidence to your Grace ; if they are told again 
I only defire it may not be known from what 
hand they came. 

letter V, 

London , Jan. 4, 1710-11. 

My Lord, 

TTAVING writ to your Grace fo lately, I only 
xx now make bold to let you know, that onTuef- 
day I was to wait on Mr. Secretary St. John, who 
told me from Mr. Harley, that I need not be in 
pain about the firft-fruits, for the warrant was 
drawn in order towards a patent; but muft pafs 
two feveral forms, and take up fome time, for the 
Queen deiigneth to make a grant by her letters 
patent. I fhall take all due methods to haften it as 
far as I am able ; but in thefe cafes they are general¬ 
ly pretty tedious. Mr. Harley likewife fent me 
the fame day by another perfon the fame mef- 
fage. I dined with him about four days ago, but 
there being much company, and he going away in 
hade pretty foon after dinner, he had not time to 
tell me fo himfelf. Indeed he hath been fo ready 
to do every thing in this matter as I would have 
him,, that he never needed preffing, which, con- 
fidering both the weight and difficulty of affairs, at 
prefent on his fhoulders, is very extraordinary, 
and what I never met from a great minifter before. 

I had 
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I had thought, and To Mr. Harley told me, that 
the Queen would have fent a letter to the bifhops; 
but this is a fhorter Way, and I hope your Grace 
will like it. 

I am,with the greateft refpett, 

My Lord, your Grace’s mod dutiful. 
And moft humble fervant, 

JON. SWIFT. 
I am told from a good hand, that in a fhort time 
the Houfe of Commons will fall upon fome in¬ 
quiries into the late management. 

I took leave yefterday of Lord Peterborow, who, 
I luppofe, is this day fet out on his journey to 
Vienna ; he is a little difcouraged, and told me 
he did not hope for any great fuccefs in what he 
went upon. He is one of thofe many who are 
mightily bent upon having fome fuch inquiries 
made as I have mentioned. 


LETTER VI. 

htMdon y March 8 , 1710 - 11 . 

My Lord, 

T Write to your Grace under the greateft diftur-* 
* bance of mind for the public and myfelf. A 
gentleman came in where I dined this afternoon, 
and told us Mr. Harley was ftabbed, and fome con- 
fufed particulars. I immediately ran to Secretary 
St. John’s hard by, but no body was at home ; £ 
met Mrs. St. John in her chair, who could not 
fatisfy me, but was in pain about the Secretary, 
who, as lhe heard had killed the murderer. I 
went ftraight to Mr. Harley’s, where abundance 
of people were to inquire. I got young Mr. Har¬ 
ley to me ; he Laid his father was afleep, and they 
hoped in no danger, and then told me the fa<ft, as 

I (hall 
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t fhall relate it to your Grace. This day the Mar¬ 
quis de Guifcard was taken up for high-treafon, by 
a warrant of Mr. St. John, and examined before a 
committee of counfel in Mr. St. John’s office, 
where were prefent, the Dukes of Ormond, Buck¬ 
ingham, Shrew&ury, Earl Powlet, Mr. Harley, 
Mr St. John, and others. During examination, 
Mr. Harley obfervcd Guifcard, who flood behind 
him, but on one fide, fwearing and looking dif- 
7efpe<ftfully. He told him he ought to behave 
liimfelf better, while he was examined for fuch a 
crime. Guifcard immediately drew a penknife out 
of his pocket, which he had picked out of fome 
of the offices, and reaching round ftabbed him 
jtift under the breaft, a little to the right fide ; 
but it pleafed God that the point hopped one of 
the ribs-, and broke lhort half an inch. Immediately 
Mr. St. John rofe, drevy his fword, and ran it in¬ 
to Guifcard’s breaft. Five or fix more of the 
counfel drew and ftabbed Guifcard in feveral places: 
but the Earl Powlet called out for God’s fake, to 
fpare Guifcard’s life, that he might be made ant 
example, and Mr. St.John’s fword was taken from 
him and broke, and the footmen without ran in 
and bound Guifcard, who begged he might be 
killed immediately; and, they fay, called out three 
Or four times, my Lord Ormond, my Lord Oi- 
mond. They fay Guifcard refifted them a while,, 
until the footmen came in. Immediately Bucier 
the furgeQn was fent for, who dreffed Mr. Harley 
and he was lent home. The wound bled frefh, 
and they do not apprehend him in danger: He 
faid when he came, he thought himfelf in none; 
and when I was there he was afleep, and they did 
not find him at all feverifh. He hath been ill this 
week, and told me laft Saturday, he found him? 
felf much out of order, and hath been abroad but 
twice fince, fo that the only danger is, left his be- 
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ing out of order, fliould with the wound put him 
in a fever, and I fhall be in mighty pain ’till to 
morrow morning. I went back to poor Mrs. St. 
John, who told me her hufband was with my Lord 
Keeper *, at Mr. Attorney’s, and fhe faid fome- 
thing to me very remarkable : that, going to day 
to pay her duty to the Queen, when all the men 
and ladies were drefled to make their appearance, 
this being the day of the Queen’s acceflion, the 
lady of the bedchamber in waiting told her the 
Queen had not been at church, and faw no com¬ 
pany ; yet, when fhe inquired her health, they 
faid fhe was very well, only had a little cold. We 
conceive, the Queen’s realon for not going out, 
might be fomethmg about the ieizing of Guifcard 
for high treafon, and that perhaps there was fome 
plot, or fomething extraordinary. Your Grace 
jnuft have heard of this Guifcard : he fled from 
France for villainies there, and was thought on to 
head an invafion of that kingdom, but was not 
liked. I know him well, but think him a fellow 
of little confequence, although of fome cunning 
and much villainy. We palled by one another 
this day in the Mall, at two o’clock, an hour be¬ 
fore he was taken up, and I wondered he did not 
fpeak to me. 

I write all this to your Grace, becaufe I believe 
you would defire to know a true account of lb im¬ 
portant an accident; and befides, I know you will 
have a thoufand falfeones ; and I believe every ma¬ 
terial circumftance here is true, having it from young 
Mr. Harley. I met Sir Thomas Manfel, (it was 
then after fix this evening) and he and Mr. Prior 
told me, they had juft feen Guifcard carried by in 
a chair, with a flrong guard, to Newgate or the 


* Sir Simon Harceurt, afterwards crsate4 Z-OJd Biroi) cl Stanton 
Harcourt, \ 
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Prefs-Yard. Time, perhaps, will fhew who was 
at the bottom of all this ; but nothing could hap¬ 
pen fo unluckily to England at this jun&ure as Mr. 
Harley’s death, when he hath all the fchemes for 
the greateft part of the fupplies in his head, and 
the parliament cannot ftir a ftep without him. 
Neither can I altogether forget myfelf, who in him, 
fhouid lofe a perfon I have more obligations to, 
than any other in this kingdom, who hath always 
treated me with the tendernefs of a parent, and ne¬ 
ver refufed me any favour I afked for a friend ; 
therefore, I hope your Grace will excufe the dif- 
order of this letter. I was i ntending this night, to 
have writ one of another fort—I muft needs fay, 
one great reafon for writing thefe particulars to 
your Grace, was, that you might be able to give 
a true account of the fa<ft, which will be fome fort 
of lervice to Mr. Harley. 

I am, with the greateft refpedt, 

My Lord, 

Your Grace’s moft dutiful. 

And moft humble fervant* 

JON. SWIFT. 1 
I have read over what I write, and find it very 
confufed and incorredl, which your Grace muft 
impute to the violent pain of mind I am in 

greater than ever I felt in my life.-It muft 

have been the utmoft height of defperate guilt, 
which could have fpirited that wretch to fuch an 
action I have not heard whether his wounds 
are dangerous, but I pray God he may re¬ 
cover to receive his reward, and that we may 
learn the bottom of his villainy. It is not above 
ten days ago that I was interceding with the fe- 
cretary, in his behalf, hecaufe I heard he was 
juft ftarving ; but the fecretary allured me he 
had 400 1. a year penfion. 
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LETTER VII. 

London , April jo, ijit. 

My Loud, 

T Had lately the honour of a letter from your 
^ Grace, and waited to acknowledge it until fome- 
thing material fhould happen, that might recotn- 
pence the trouble. My occafion of writing to you 
at prefent is truly perfonal to your Grace. A re¬ 
port was beginning to run here, by fome letters 
from Ireland, that your Grace had applied the 
palTage you mention of Rufus, in a fpeech you 
made to your clergy, which I ventured to contra¬ 
dict as an impoffibility, and inconfident with your 
general opinion, and what was in your letter. Mr. 
Southwell and Mr. DoppiOg were of the fame 
mind, and the former fays he hath writ to your 
Grace about it. I fhould have thought no more 
of tne matter, but let it fpread like an idle dory 
below notice ; only dining laft Sunday with one 
of the principal fecretaries of date, he gave me a 
letter to read, which he had juft received from 
the printer of the newfpaper called the Post-Boy, 
in which was a tranfeript of a letter from Dublin, 
and the lecretary being mentioned in that tranfeript, 
the man Would not publifli it without his advice. 
It contained an account how the news of Mr. Har¬ 
ley's being dabbed had been received by the Whigs 
in Dublin ; of which he produced fome indances* 
Then he mentions the paflage out of Tacitus, and 
concludes thus : Thejirjl that mentioned it was the 
Archbifr.'dp of Dublin, who took notice of it fir ft at a 
meeting of his clergy ; and afterwards , in the hearing 
offever al perfovs, was reprimanded for it in a civil\ 
though fij.irp manner, by one of the chief minifiers 
there , well known for his fieady loyalty to her Ma- 
yefty, and his zealous fervice to the church of Eng - 
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ianiy under her late perilous trial . I immediately 
told the fecretary, that I knew this mu’ft be falfe 
and mifreprefented, and that he muft giyc me leave 
to fcratch out that paflage, which I accordingly 
did; and for fear of any miftajce, I made him give 
me afterwards the whole letter, that I might have it 
in my power. The nest day, I fent for the printer, 
and told him what I had done, and upon further 
thoughts, I ftifled the whole letter, and the fecretary 
approved of it. I like wife told the printer, that 
when he had any thing relating to Ireland, I had 
the fecretary’s order (which was true) to fend it me, 
that he might not do injury to men’s reputations, 
by what was represented to him from ignorant or 
malicious hands in that kingdom. The letter was 
to have been printed this day in the Poll-Boy, with 
that conclulion reflecting on your Grace, which 
is happily prevented; for although your character 
and ftation place you above the malice of little peo¬ 
ple, yet your friends would be extremely concerned 
to fee your name made fo bold with in a common 
news-paper. 

X humbly hope your Grace will not difapprove 
of what I have done; at lead: I have gratified 
my own inclination, in the defire of fcrving you, 
and befides, had the opportunity of giving Mr. Se.- 
cretary fome part of your character. 

I dare lay a wager, that all this happened by the 
grofs underftandings of lome people, who miiun- 
derftood and mifapplied fome thing very innocent 
that came from your Grace, £ mud be fo bold to 
fay, that people in that kingdom do very ill un¬ 
derhand raillery. I can railly much fafer here 
with a great miniher of lfate, or a dutchefs, than 
I durft do there with an attorney or his wife. And 
I can venture to railly with your Grace, although 
I could not do it with many of your clergy. I my- 
felf have been a witnefs, when want of common 
;fenfe hath msuje people offended with your Grace, 
M m 2 wJiere 
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where they ought to have been mod pleafed. I 
lay things every day at the bed tables, which 1 
IhouJd be turned out of company for if I were in 
Ireland. 

Here is one Mr. Richardfon, a clergyman, who 
is folliciting an affair that I find your Grace ap- 
proveth, and therefore I do him all the fervice t 
can in it. 

We are now full of the bufinefs of the Irifh 
yarn, and I attend among the reft to engage the 
members I am acquainted with in our intereft* 
To-morrow we expect it will come on. 

I will fhortly write to your Grace fome account 
how public affairs ftand : We hope Mr. Harley 
will be abroad in a week. 

We have news from Bruffels that the Dauphin 
is dead of an apoplexy. 

I am, with the greateft refpeft. 

My Lord, 

Your Grace’s moft dutiful. 

And moft humble fervant, 
JON. SWIFT. 

I wifh your Grace would inclofe your commands 
to me, directed to Erafmus Lewis, Efq; at my 
Lord Dartmouth’s office at Whitehall; for I 
have left off going to coffeehoufes. 

LETTER VIII. 

Chelfea , May 10, 1711. 

My Lord, 

J Have had your Grace’s letter of April 19. fome 
time by me, but deferred my anfwer until I 
could give fome account of what ufe I had made ofc 

it. 
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it. I went immediately to Mr. Secretary St. John, 
and read moft of it to him ; he was extremely fa- 
tisfied, and very glad that fcandalous account, de- 
figned to be printed in the Poft boy, was fupprcff- 
ed. Mr. Harley was not then quite well enough ; 
fo I ventured (and hope your Grace will not difap- 
prove it) to fhew your letter to a gentleman who 
hath a great refpect for your Grace, and who told 
me feveral others of Ireland were polfelTed of that 
report. I trufted the letter with him, and gave 
him leave to read it to them, which he told me he 
did, and that they were all entirely convinced : 
and indeed, as far as I can find, the report is quite 
blown over, and hath left no impreflion. While 
your Grace’s letter was out of my hands, dining 
with Mr. Harley, he laid to me almoft as foon as 
he faw me, How came the Archbifhop of Dublin and 
1 to fall out ? I told him I knew what he meant; 
but your Grace was altogether mifreprefented, and 
it muft come from fome infamous rafeals, of which, 
there never wants a fet in that kingdom, who 
make it their bufinefs to find wrong characters 
here, &c. He anlwered, that he believed and 
knew it was as I faid. I added, that I had the ho¬ 
nour to be long known to your Grace, and that 
you were the la ft man in the kingdom upon whom 
luch a report could be fixed with any probability; 
and that lince he was pleaftd to mention this mat¬ 
ter firft, he muft give me leave, the next time I 
faw him, to read a letter I had from your Grace in 
anfwer to one of mine, wherein I had told you of 
fuch a report j he faid there was no need, for he 
firmly believed me. I anfwered finding, that 
lhould not do, for I would never fufirr a perfon 
for whom I had fo great an efteem, to lie under 
the leaft fufpicion of any thing wrong. Laft Sa¬ 
turday, after dinner, 1 was again to wait on him. 
On that day of the week my Lord Keeper, my 
t *ord Rivers, and Mr. Secretary St. John, always 

ufed 
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ufed to dine with him before this accident, and 
fometimes they ufed to let me be of the company. 
This was the flrlt Saturday they had met fince his 
recovery ; and I was in fiich joy to fee the old 
dub met again, that it affe&eth me flill, as your 
Grace fees by my impertinence in mixing it with 
an account that only relates to yourfelf. I read 
thofe parts of your letter to him, which I thought 
proper, and both he and the company did very 
frankly acquit your Grace; and Mr. Harley in 
particular ipoke a good deal of his refped and e- 
deem for you ; and then he repeated, that it was 
no new thing to receive lies from Ireland ; which 
I doubt is fo true, that no man of diftindion in 
that kingdom is fafe *, and I wifii it were poflible 
to take fome courfe to prevent the evil. 

As for libels upon your Grace, bating my con¬ 
cern for the fouls of the writers, I fhould give you 
joy of them. You would lefs deferve your flation, 
if knaves and fools did not hate you > and whilft 
thele feds continue, may your Grace and all good 
men be theobjed of their averfion. 

My Lord Keeper, Mr. Harley, and one or two 
more, are immediately to be made peers: The 
town hath been expending it for lbme time, altho’ 
ihe court make it yet a fecret; but 1 can a flu re 
your Grace of the truth, for the preambles to their 
patents are now drawing, and I law a very hand- 
fome one for Mr. Harley. You will pleafe not to 
mention this particular, although it will be foon 
public, but it is yet kept mighty private. Mr. 
Harley is to be Lord Treasurer. Perhaps before 
the poll leaves this town, all this will be openly 
told, and then I may be laughed at for being fo 
myflcrious ; but 1b capricious are great men in 
their lecrets. The flrft authentic afliirances I had 
of thele promotions was "laft Sunday, though the 
expedition hath been ftrong for above a month. 
W e iuppole like wife, that many changes will be 

made 
















To Dr. NARCISSUS MARSH. 279 

made in the employments as foon as the fefiion 
endeth, which will be, 1 believe, in lefs than a fort¬ 
night. 

Poor Sir Cholmondely Deering, of Kent, was 
yefterday in a duel fhot through the body, by one 
Mr. Thornhill, in Tothilfteld , and died in fome 
hours. 

I never mention any thing of the firft-fruits ei¬ 
ther to Mr. Harley or the Duke of Ormond. If 
it be done before his Grace goes over, it is well, 
and there is an end : ff not, I fhall have the beft 
opportunity of doing it in his abience; if I lhould 
fpeak of it now, perhaps it would be fo contrived 
to hinder me from folliciting it afterwards ; but as 
foon as the Duke is gone, I ihall learn at the trea- 
fury what he hath dene in it. 

I am, with the greateft repecl. 

My Lord, 

Your Grace’s moft dutiful, and 
Obliged humble fervant, 

J. SWIFT. 

I have been at this town this fortnight for my 
health, and to be under a neceflity of walking 
to and from Londom every day. But your 
Grace will pleafe ft ill to dire£f your letter under 
cover to Mr. Lewis. 

***************************~******** 
LETTER IX. 

London , July 12, 171 r. 

My Lord, 

T Now conceive your Grace begins to be a bufy 
perfon in council, and parliament, and convo- 
cadgn, and perhaps may be content to be diverted 

now 
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now and then by an idle letter from hence. We 
have an empty town, the Queen being fettled at 
Windfor, and the minifters often there. We arc 
fo weary with expecting further removals, that 
we begin to drop the difcourfe : Neither am I fure, 
whether thofe in power may not differ a little in o- 
pinion as to that matter. However, it feemeth 
generally agreed, that there will be many changes 
before next feffion, and that it is neceffary there 
fhould be fo. My Lord Peterborow hath been 
fome time returned, and I have had a good deal of 
talk with him ; or rather, he hath talked a good 
deal to me. He is mightily difeontented with what 
I writ to him, and which he findeth to be true, 
that there feemeth a general difpofition among us 
towards a peace. He tliinketh his fuccefsful nego¬ 
tiations with the Emperor and the Duke of Savoy 
have put us in a better condition than ever to con¬ 
tinue the war, and will engage to convince me, that 
Spain is yet to be had if we take proper meafures. 
Your Grace knoweth he is a perfon of great ta¬ 
lents, but dafhed with fomething reftlefs and capri¬ 
cious in his nature. He told me he came over 
without being recalled, and without one fervant, 
having fcattered them in feveral parts of Germany; 
I doubt he will not have credit enough with the 
miniflry to make them follow his plans; and he is 
fuch a fort of perfon as may give good advice, 
which wife men may reafonably refufe to follow. 
It feemeth to me, that the miniftry lie under a 
grievous dilemma from the difficulty of continuing 
the war. and the danger of an ill peace, which I 
doubt whether all their credit with the Queen and 
country would fupport them under: But my Lord 
Trcafurer is a ftranger to fear, and hath all that 
courage which innocence and good fenfe can give 
a man, and the moft free from avarice of any one 
living; both which are abfolutely necefiary for his 
Ration in this juncture. He was faying a thing to 
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me Tome days ago, which I believe is rhe great 
maxim he proceedeth by, that wifdom in public 
affairs was not what is commonly believed the form¬ 
ing of fchemes with remote views; but the making 
life of fuch incidents as happen. It was thought 
my Lord Marr * would have fucceeded as fecreta- 
ry upon the Duke of Oueenfbery’s death ; but the 
court feemeth now difpofed to have no third fe- 
cretary, which was a ufelefs charge. The Queen 
hath been extremely ill, fo as for four-and-twenty 
hours people were in great pain ; but fhe hath been 
fince much better, and voided abundance of gra¬ 
vel, ere. Our expedition under Mr. Hill is faid to 
be towards the fouth leas, but nothing is known : 
1 told a great man who is deeped in the project of 
k, that I had no good opinion of thefe expeditions, 
which hitherto never fucceeded with us. He faid 
he would venture ten to one on the luccefs of it, 
provided no ill accident happened by dorms ; and 
rhat it was concerted with three or four great Prin¬ 
ces abroad. 

As to the fir ft-fruits, I mud inform your Grace, 
that the whole affair lieth exactly as it did for fome. 
months pad. The Duke and his people never 
thought, or at lead never meddle in it, until fome 
days before they went, and then they were told it 
was not already done ; and my Lord 7 'reafurer di¬ 
rected that it Ihould be an indrutftion to the Lord 
Lieutenant to mention in his fpeech to parliament, 
that the Queen had done it, tffc. But they took 
no fort of care to tinifli the matter, and carry the 
indrument over with them, which they might have 
done, had they begun timely, and applied them- 
felves ; and as the Bifhops fuperfeded me, I did 
not prefume to meddle further in it But I think 
this may be a leiTon, that in all fuch cafes as thefe 

-|- Th^s 'Ear! of Marr \v*» one of the firft that entered into the 
rebellion in Scotland in tuvo’.ir of the Pretender in the year 1715* 
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it is neceflary to have fome good follicitor, andj 
not leave things wholely to great men: Nay, 
fo little did the Duke engage in this matter, that 
my Lord Treafurer told me yefterday (although 
that is a fecret) that the very draught they had 
made upon my application was fome way or other 
miflaid between the Queen and himfelf, and could 
not be found ; but, however, that another fhould 
foon be drawn : And his Lordihip commanded 
me to inform your Grace and my Lords the Bi- 
Ihops, that, with the firft convenience the inftru- 
ment fhould be prepared and lent over, which 
your Grace will pleafe to let them know. I was 
of opinion with my Lord Treafurer, that it fhould 
be done by a deed from the Queen, without an a£t 
of parliament, and that the Bifhops fhould be 
made a corporation for the management of it. 
Your Grace fees I write with much freedom, be-* 
caufe I am fure I can do it fafely. 

I have been engaging my Lord Treafurer and the 
other great men in a project of my own, which they 
tell me they will embrace, efpecially his Lordfhip. 
He is to erect fome kind of fociety or academy un¬ 
der the patronage of the minifters, and protection 
of the Queen, for corre&ing, enlarging, polifhing, 
and fixing our language. The methods muft be 
left to the fociety; only I am writing a letter to my 
Lord Treafurer by way of propofal and fome ge¬ 
neral hints, which I defign to publifh, and he ex- 
peCteth from me. All this may come to nothing, 
although I find the ingenious and learned men of 
all my acquaintance fall readily in with it ; and fo 
I hope will your Grace, if the defign can be well 
executed. I would defire at leafure fome of your 
Grace's thoughts on this matter. 

I hope your Grace will take advantage of the 
times, and fee whether your violent houfe of com¬ 
mons will fall in with fome good law for the benefit 
of the church, as their much betters have done it 

here ; 
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here : And I think the convocation could not be 
better employed than in conlidering what good law 
js wanting for the church, and endeavour to have 
it pafled, rather than in brangling upon trifles. 
The church hath fo few happy occaflons, that we 
ought to let none of them flip. I take up too much 
of your Grace’s time, and therefore, begging your 
prayers and blefling. I remain, with the greateft 
refpect, 

Your Grace’s 

Moll dutiful, humble fervant, 

J. SWIFT. 

********+***********************++*+ 

LETTER X. 

London , Augnfi 15. 171 r. 

My Lord, 

T Have been at Windfor a fortnight, from whence 
I returned two days ago, and met a letter at my 
lodging from your Grace, dated July 25, I was 
told it was fent to Mr. Manly’s houfe (your poft- 
mafter’s fon) and by him to me; fo that I fuppofe 
your Grace did not direct to Mr. Lewis as former¬ 
ly, otherwife 1 fliould have had it at Windfor. 
The minifters go ufualiy down to Windfor on Sa¬ 
turday, and return on Monday or Tuefday follow- 
lowing. I had little opportunity of talking with 
my Lord Treafurer, feeing him only at court, or 
at fuppers at third places, or in much company ac 
his own lodgings. Yeflerday I went to vifit him 
after dinner, but did not flay above an hour, be- 
caufe bufinefs called him out. I read to him that 
part of your Gi ace’s letter which exprefleth your 
Grace’s refpedl, to him and he received them perfedlly 
well. He told me he had lately received a letter from 
the bifhops of Ireland, fubfcribed (a> I remember) 
by feventecn, acknowledging his favour about the 
N n 2 firft- 
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firft-fruits. I told his Lordfhip that fome people 
in Ireland doubted whether the Queen had granted 
them before the Duke of Ormond was declared 
lieutenant ; yes, he fail, fure I remembered 
it was immediately upon my application. 1 faid, I 
heard the Duke himfelf took no merit on that ac¬ 
count. He anfwered, No, he was fure he did not, 
he was the honefteft gentleman alive : But, faid lie, 
it is the Queen that did ir, and Hie alone ihall have 
the merit; and I mu ft be fo free as to tell your 
Grace that the grudging, ungrateful manner of 
fome- people, which, upon fevcral occafions, I 
could not but give him hints of for my juftifica- 
tion, hath not been prudent. I am fare it hath 
hindered me from any thoughts of pnrfuing ano¬ 
ther aftair of yet greater conlequence, which I had 
good hopes of compafling. What can be the matter 
with- thofe people ? Do I afk either money or 
thanks of them r Have 1 done any hurt to the bu- 
fmefs ? My Lord Treafurer told me, he had fent 
the letter over about the fiift-fruits. I never in¬ 
quired into the particulars : He fays, he will very 
foon anfwer the Bifhops letter to himfelf, and will 
{hew me both letter and anfwer ; but I fhall not 
put him in mind, unlefs he remembers it of bis 
own accord. Nor, with great fubmifiion to your 
Grace, can I prevail on my own pride to defire he 
would make any mention of me in his anfwer. 
Tour Grace is convinced, that unlels I write a 
heap of lies, the Qjjeen had granted that aftair be¬ 
fore my Lord Duke was named. I defire to con¬ 
vince no body elfe ; and, llnce the thing is done, 
it is not of any confequence who were inftrumentai 
in it. 1 could not forbear yefterday reminding my 
Lord Treafurer of what I laid to Mr. Southwell 
before his Lordihip, when he came to take his 
leave before he went to Ireland ; which was, that 
I hoped Mr. Southwell would let the Bifhops and 
clergy of Ireland know that my Lord Treafurer had 

long 
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long fince (before the Duke was governor) pre¬ 
vailed on the Queen to remit the firfi-fruits, &r.- 
and that it was his Lordfhips work, as the grant ot 
the fame favour in England had formerly been. 
My Lord Treafurer did then acknowledge it before 
Mr. Southwell, and I think iVlr. Southwell ihould 
have a£ted accordingly ; but there is a great deal of 
ignorance, as well as ill-will, in all this matter. 
The Duke of Ormond himfelf, had he engaged in 
it, could only act as a folicitor. Every body knows, 
that the Lord Treafurer in fuch cafes mud be ap¬ 
plied to (and only lie) by the greateft perfons. I 
Ihould think the people of Ireland might rather be 
pleafed to fee one of their own country able to find 
fome credit at court, and in a capacity to ferve 
them, especially one that doth it without any other 
profpedt than that of ferving them. I know not 
any of the Bifhops from whom I can expect any 
favour, and there are not may upon whom a man 
of any figure could have fuch dehgns ; but I will 
be revenged; for whenever it lieth in my powet. I 
will ferve the church and kingdom, although they 
Ihould ufe me much worfe. I lhall dine to-morrow 
with Lord Treafurer, and perhaps I may then fee 
the anfwer he is to write. I thought to have fent 
this letter away to-night; but I have been inter¬ 
rupted by bufinefs. I go to Windfor again on Sa¬ 
turday for a day or two, but I will leave this be¬ 
hind to be fent to the poft. 

Auonjl 21. I had wrote thus far, and was 
forced to leave off, being hurried away to Windfor 
by my Lord Treafurer, from whence I returned 
but laft night. His Lordihip gave me a paper, 
which he faid he had promifed me ; I put it in my 
pocket, thinking it was about fomething elle we 
had been talking over; and I never looked into it 
until juft now, when 1 find it to be my Lord Pri¬ 
mate's letter to his Lordfhip, with an inclofed one 
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from the Bifhops. With fubmiflion, I take it to 
be dry enough, although I fhall not tell his Lord- 
iliip To: They fay, they are informed his Lordfrfp. 
hod a great part in> &c. I think they fhould 
either have told who it was informed them fo> 
fince it was a perfon commiflioned by themfelves; 
or at leafb fa id they were affurcd. And, as for 
thofe words; a great party I know no body elfe had 
any except the Queen herfelf. I cannot tell wlie; 
ther my Lord hath writ an anfwer, having faid no¬ 
thing to him of it fince he gave me the letters, nor 
ihall I defire to lee it. 

As to the convocation, I remember both my 
Lord Treasurer and Mr St. John fpoke to me a- 
bout the matter, and were of the fame opinion with 
your Grace, that it was wholeiy in the Queen’s 
choice ; 1 excufed giving my opinion, being whole¬ 
iy uninformed ; and I have heard nothing of it 
fince. 

My Lord Keeper gave me yefierday a bundle of 
Irifh votes at Windfor, and we talked a good deal 
about the quarrel between the Lords and Com¬ 
mons : I faid the fault lay in not difiblving the 
parliament ; which I had mentioned to the Duk of 
Ormond, and often to fome of thofe who were 
thought to have moft credit with him. But they 
ieemed to believe as I did, that any Irifh parlia¬ 
ment would yield to any thing that any chief go- 
vernour pleaied; and lo it would be a needlefs 
trouble. 

We reckon for certain, that Mr. Hill with hie 
fleet is gone to Quebec. 

Mrs. Malham f is every minute expedling to 

lie 

* ™ s C hades Mrftam, Efq; was created Baron 

Maiham pi in the ccunty ofEfiix, Dec. 31. 1711. 
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lie in. Pray God preferve her life, which is of 
great importance. I am, with the greateft re- 
fpect. 

My Lord, 

Your Grace’s moft dutiful. 
And mod humble fervant, 

J. SWIFT. 

The Queen hath got a light fit of the gout. The 
privy feal is not yet diipofed of. 

[++*++**+* * 4 >*+***+******************* 

LETTER XI. 

I Windjor-caftle , Oft. l. 17u. 

My Lord, 

I HAD the honour of a long letter from your 
Grace juft a month ago, which I forbore acknow¬ 
ledging fooner, becauie I have been ever fince per¬ 
petually tolled between this and London, and, part¬ 
ly, becaufe there had nothing happened that might 
make a letter worthy the peruial. It is the opinion 
offome great perfons here, that the words which the 
houle of commons took amifsin your addrels,might 
very well bear an application that concerned only 
my Lord Wharton. I find they are againft my 
opinion, that a new parliament fhould have 
been called; but all agree it muft now be d;f- 
folved : But in ihort we are fo extremely bufy here, 
that nothing of Ireland is talked on above a day or 
two ; that of the city f election I have ofteneft 
heard of ; and the proceeding of your court in it, 
it is thought, might have been wiler. I find your 
Grace feemeth to be of my opinion, and fo I told 


* Dublin, 
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my Lord Treafurer, I think your Cilmainham f 
project of an addrefs was a very foolifh one, and 
that for the rcafon of thofe who were againft it. I 
hope Ireland will foon be equally convinced 
with us here, that if the Pretender be in any 
body’s thoughts, it is of thofe they leaft dream, 
and who now are in no condition of doing mifchief 
to any but ihemfelves. As for your convocation, 
I believe every thing there will terminate in good 
wifhcs. You can do nothing now, and will not 
meet again thefe two years, and then I fuppofe 
only to give money, and away. There fhould me- 
thinks, in the interval, be iome propofals conli- 
dered and agreed upon by the biihops and principal 
men of the clergy, to have all ready againft the 
next morning ; and even that I defpair of, for a 
thoufand realbns too tedious to mention. 

My admiring at the odd proceedings of thofe a- 
mong the biihops and clergy who are angry with 
me lorgetting their fir ft fruits was but a form of 
ipeech, I cannot fincerelv wonder at any proceed¬ 
ings in numbers of men, and efpeciallv ( I muft 
venture to lay fo ) in Ireland. Mean time it is a 
good jeft to hear my Lord Treafurer, faying 
often, before a deal of company, that it was I that 
got the clergy of Ireland their firft-fruits; and, 
generally with this addition, that it was before the 
Duke of Ormond was declared Lord-lieutenant. 
His Lordfhip hath long deligned an anivver to the 
letter he received from the Bifhops ; he hath told 
me ten times he would do it to-morrow. Hegoeth 
to London this day, but I continue here for a 
week. I fhall refrefh his memory, and engage my 
Lord Harley his ion to dolo too/ 

I fuppofe 

t The high-fherift and thegnnd Jury of the county of Dublin 
meet here, and prepare addreffes j examine affidavits, and find bills 
tdifcdiC.ment. Civil and criminal cau cs are alio tried here. 

















To Dr. NARCISSUS MARSH. 289 

I fuppofe your Grace cannot but hear in general of 
4 bme depc that are making towards a peace. There 
came out fome time ago an account of Mr. Prior’s 
journey to France, pretended to be a tranflation, 
and is a pure invention from beginning to the end 
I will let your Grace into the fecret ot it. The cla¬ 
mours of a party againd any peace without Spain, 
and railing at the miniftry, as if they defigned to 
ruin us, occafioned that production, our of indig¬ 
nity and contempt, by way of furniihing fools with 
iometliing to talk of ; and it hath had a very great 
effect. Mean time your Grace may count that a 
peace is going forward very fad.—Mr. Prior was 
actually in France, and there are now two minifters 
from that court in London, which you may be 
pretty fure of, if you believe what I tell you, that 
I fupped with them mylelf in the houfe where I am 
now writing, Saturday lad : neither do I find it to 
be a very great fecret ; for there were two gentle¬ 
men more with us befides the invitor. Plovvever, 
1 defire your Grace to fay nothing of it, becaufe it 
may look like lightnefs in me to tell it; Mr. Prior 
was with us too, but what their names are I can¬ 
not tell; for I believe thofe they palled by when I 
was there are not the real ones. All matters are 
agreed between h ranee and us, and very much to 
the advantage and honour of England ; but I be¬ 
lieve no further fiteps will be taken without giving 
notice to the allies I do not tell your Grace one 
fyllable, as coming from any great minifter, and 
therefore I do not betray them. But there are o- 
ther ways of picking out things in a court : how¬ 
ever, I mud defire you will not difeover any of 
thefe little particulars, nor cite me upon any ac¬ 
count at all ; for great men may think I tell things 
from them, ah hough I have them from other 
hands; in which lad cafe only I venture to repeat 
them to one I can confide in, and one at lo great 
a didance as your Grace. 

Vol. XI. O o 


I humbly 
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I humbly thank your Grace for the good opinion 
you are pleafed to have of me, and for your advice 
which feemeth to be wholely grounded on it. As 
to the firft, which relateth to my fortune, I fhall 
never be able to make myfclf believed how indif¬ 
ferent I am about it. I fometimes have the plea- 
fure of making that of others ; and I fear it is too 
great ia pleafure to be a virtue, at leaft in me. 
Perhaps in Ireland, I may not be able to prevent 
contempt any other way than by making my for¬ 
tune ; but then it is my comfort, that contempt in 
Ireland will be no fort of mortification to me. 
When I was laft in Ireland, I was above half the 
time retired to one fcurvy acre of ground, and al¬ 
ways left it with regret. I am as well received and 
known at court, as perhaps any man ever was of 
my level; I have formerly been the like. I left it 
then, and will perhaps leave it now (when they 
pleafe to let me) without any concern, but what a 
few months will remove. It is my maxim to leave 
great minifters to do as they pleafe ; and if I can¬ 
not didinguifh myfelf by being ufeful in fuch a 
way, asbecometh a man of confcience and honour, 

I can do no more ; for I never will folicit for my¬ 
felf, although I often do for others. 

The other part of your Grace’s advice to be 
fome way ufeful to the church and to the public 
by any talent you are pleafed to think I poftefs, is 
the only thing for which I would defire fome fet- 
tlement that would make me full matter of my 
time. . I have often thought of fome fubjefts, 
wherein I believed I might fucceed : but, my Lord, 
to alk a man floating at fea, what he defigned to 
do when he gets on Ihore, is too hafty a queftion : 
let him get there firft, and reft and dry himfslf, 
and then look about him. I have been pretty well 
known to feveral great men in my life ; and it was 
their duty, if they thought I might have been of 
life, to put me into a capacity for it ; but I never 

yet 
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yet knew one great man in my life, who was not 
every day fwayed by other motives in diftributing 
his favours, whatever refolutions he had pretended 
to make to the contrary. I was faying a thing the o- 
ther day to my Lord Keeper, which he approved of, 
and which I believe may be the reafon of this : it 
was, that perfons of tranfeendent merit forced their 
way in fpighc of all obftacles 1 but thofe whole me¬ 
rit was of a fecond, third, or fourth nate, were 
feldom able to do any thing ; becaufe the knaves 
and dunces of the world, had all the impudence, 
afliduity, flattery, and fervile compliance divided 
among them, which kept them perpetually in the 
way, and engaged every body to be their folicitors, 

I was a Iking a great minifter a month ago how he 
could poflibly happen to pick out a certain perfoa 
to employ in a commiffion of difeovering abufes, 
who was the moff notorious for the conftant prac¬ 
tice of the greateft abufes in that very kind, and 
was very well known not to be at all reformed ? He 
faid he knew all this ; but what would I have him 
to do ? I anfwered, fend any one of your footmen, 
and command him to chute out the firft likely, 
genteel fellow he fees in the ftreets; for fuch a one 
might poflibly be honeft, but he was fure the other 
was not; and yet they have employed him. 

I promife your Grace that this ih all be the laft 
Tally I will ever make to court, and that I w'ill re¬ 
turn as foon as 1 can have leave. I have no great 
pleafure in my prefent manner of living, often in¬ 
volved in things that perplex me very much, and 
which try my patience to the utmoft teazed every 
day by folicitors, who have fo little fenie as. to 
think I have either credit or inclination to be their s, 
although they fee I am able to get nothing for my- 
felf. But I "find I am grown very tedious, and 
therefore conclude with the greateft refpect. 

My Lord, your Grace’s 

Moft dutiful, and mod humble fervant, 
O 0 2 LET- 
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LETTER XII. 

^ London , Nov. 8 , 1711. 

My Lord, 

J Cannot in conference take up your Grace’s time 

with an empty letter ; and it is not every day one 
can furnifh what will be worth your reading. I 
had all your Grace’s packets, and I humbly thank 
your Grace for your good inftru&ions to me, 
which I fhall obferve as loon as ever it fhall pleafe 
God to put me into a way of life, where I can 
have leifure for fuch fpeculations. 

In above twenty years that I have known fome- 
thiirg of coui ts and minifters, 1 never faw fo llrange 
and odd a complicated difpofition of affairs as what 
we have had for lix weeks paff. The fafts your 
Grace may have met with in every common news¬ 
paper ; but the Iprings of them are hardly dilco- 
verable even by thofe who had moff opportunity of 
obferving, Neither do I find thole who fhould 
know bed agree upon the matter. There is a per¬ 
petual trial of Ikill between thofe who are out and 
thole who are in; and the former are generally 
more induftrious at watching opportunities. Latt 
September at AVindfor the I)uke of Somerfet 
who had not been at cabinet-council for many 
months, was advifed by the late miniftry to appear 
there, but the reft refufed to fit with him ; and the 
council was put off until next day, when the Duke 
went to a horfe-race. This was declaring open 
war, and ever fince both he and his Dutchefs (who 
is in great favour) have been ufing all forts of 
meansto break the prelent miniftry. Adrs. Mafham 

of ^ e - he hiftor y of the laft f-ffion of parl : ament, and of the peace 


was 






To Dr. NARCISSUS MARSH. 

was abfent two months from Windfor, with lying 
in at Kenfingron, and my Lord Treafurer fix 
weeks by indilpolition. Some time before the fef- 
fion, the Duke abovementioned went to all thofe 
Lords who, by the narrownefs of their fortunes, 
have depended on the court, and engaged them to 
vote againft the miniftry„ by afluring them it was 
the Queen’s pleafure. He is faid to have added 
other powerful motives. Bothmar’s * memorial was 
published juft at that juncture, as Hoffman the 
Emperor’s refklent had fome time before printed 
the French king’s propofitions. It is confidently 
affirmed by thole who ihould know, that money 
was plentifully fcattered. By thefe and fome other 
accidents the vote was carried againft theminiftry; 
and everybody of either party underltood the thing 
as intended dire&ly againft my Lord Treafurer’s 
head. The Houfe of Lords made a very fhort 
adjournment, and were preparing fome refolutions 
and addreffes of the moft dangerous importance. 
We had a very melancholy Chriftmas, and the 
moft fearlefs perfons were fhaken : for our great 
danger lay where I cannot tell your Grace at this 
diltance. The thing wifhed for was the removal 
of the Somerlet family ; but that could not be 
done, nor yet is. After fome time the Queen de¬ 
clared herlelf as you have heard, and twelve new 
lords were created. My Lord Nottingham’s game 
in this affair hath been moft talked of, and ieve- 
ral hard things faid of him are affirmed to be true. 
T he difienting minifters in this town were confult- 
ed about the occalionai bill, and agreed to it, for 
what reafons I cannot learn ; that which is offered 
not fatisfying me, that they were afraid of worfe. 
I believe they expelled an entire change of mini- 
ftry and meafures, and a new parliament, by which 


* Baron Bothmar envoy extraordinary tiMTi the Ele&or of Ha¬ 
nover, afterwards King Cxoa ge I. 
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it might be repealed, and have inftead Tome law to 
their advantage. The Duke of Marlborough’s re¬ 
moval hath pafled very filently ; the particular rea- 
fons for it I muff tell your Grace fome other time ; 
but how it will pafs abroad I cannot anfwer. 
People on both tides conclude from it, that the 
peace is certain, but the conclufion is ill-drawn : 
the thing would have been done, although we had 
been fore of continuing the war. We are terribly 
afraid of Prince Eugene’s coming, and therefore it 
was put off until the refolutions were taken. Be¬ 
fore he came out of his yackt, he afked how many 
lords were made ? he was a quarter of an hour 
with the Queen, on Sunday about feven at night. 
The great men refolve to entertain him in their 
turns ; and we fuppofe it will end in a journey of 
pleafurc. We are fo confidently told ot the Duke 
of Somerfet’s being out, that I writ to the Dean 
of St. Patrick’s. A man of quality told me, he 
had it from my Lord Keeper, whom I afked next 
day, and found it a miftake; but it is impofiible 
to fence againft all lies: however, it is ftill expefl- 
ed that the Duke will be out, and that many other 
removes will be made. Lord Ranelagh died on 
Sunday morning ; he was very poor and needy, 
and could hardly fupport himfelf for want of a 
penfion, which ufed to be paid him, and which 
his friends folicited as a thing of perfect charity. 
Pie died hard , as their term of art is here, to ex- 
prefs the woeful ftate of men, who dilcover no 
religion at their death. 

The town*talk is, that the Duke of Ormond 
will go no more tp Ireland, but be fucceeded by 
the Duke of Shrewfbury, who is a very great and 
excellent perfon ; and I will hold a wager that your 
Grcae wi 1 be an admirer of his Dutchefs : if they 
go, I will certainly order her to make all advances to 
you; but this is only general report of which they 

knov? 
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know nothing at court, although I think it not al¬ 
together improbable. 

We have yet heard nothing of my Lord Privy 
Seal. Buys the Dutch envoy went to Holland I 
think at the fame time. Buys is a great pretender 
to politics, and always leaves the company with 
great expreflions of fatisfadlion that he hath con¬ 
vinced them all: he took much pains to perfuade 
me out of fome opinions ; and although all he faid 
did but fix me the deeper, he told the miniftry 
how fuccefsful he had been. I have got poor Dr. 
King *, who was fome time in Ireland, to be Ga¬ 
zetteer, which will be worth 250 1 . per annum to 
him, if he be diligent and fober, for which I am 
engaged. I mention this becaufe I think he was 
under your Grace’s protection when he was in Ire¬ 
land. 

By what I gather from Mr. Southwell, I believe 
your Grace ftandeth very well with the Duke of 
Ormond ; and it is one great addition to my efleem 
for Mr. Southwell, that he is entirely your Grace’s 
friend and humble fervant, delighting to do you 
juftice upon all occafions. 

I am, with the greated: refpeft, 

Your Grace’s moft dutiful, 

And moft humble fervant. 


^ ^ ^ 4 4 ♦$, «$, 4. % 4* «$. 4 .$♦ .$♦ 3.4. f $ 4** 4* 4* 4* 4* 4»4> 4* 4* 4* 4* 4> 

L E T E R XIII. 


-, 1712* 

My Lord, 

TpERfiAPS you will be content to know fome 
-*■ circumftances of affairs here. The Duke of 

♦Author of Mully of Mountown, (a moft delightful village 
to the fouth of Dublin, near the fea), and feveral other good poems. 
He alfo tranflated Horace's Art of Poetry into Engjift verfs. 

* Somerfet 
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Somerfet ufually leaveth Windfor on Saturday* 
when the minifters go down thither, and returns 
not until they are gone. On Sunday fevennighr, 
contrary to cuftom, he was at Windfor, and a ca¬ 
binet-council was to be held at night ; but after 
waiting a long time, word was brought out, that 
there would be no cabinet. Next day it was held, 
and then the Duke went to a horfe race about 
three miles off. This began to be whifpered ; and 
at my return to town they had got in the city ; but 
not the reaibn ; which was, that Mr. Secretary St. 
John refufed to lit if the Duke was there. Lait 
Sunday the Duke was there again ; but did not 
offer to coine to the cabinet, which was held with¬ 
out him. I hear the Duke was advifed by his 
friends uf the other party to make this ftep. The 
fecretary faid to fome of his acquaintance, that he 
would not lit with a man who had fo often betray¬ 
ed them, &c. You know the Dutchefsof Somerfet 
is a great favourite, and hath got the Dutchefs of 
Marlborough’s key, She is infinuating, and a 
woman of intrigue, and will, I believe, do what 
ill offices (lie can to the fecretary. They would 
have hindered her coming in : but the Queen faid* 
If it were fo, that fhe could not have what fer- 
vants (he liked, /he could not find how her condi¬ 
tion was mended. I take the fafety of the prefent 
miniftry ro confifi: in the agreement of three great 
men, Lord Keeper, Lord Treafurer, and Mr. Se¬ 
cretary, and fo I have often told them together 
between jell and earned, and two of them fepa- 
rately with more ferioufnefs. And I think they 
entirely love one another ; their differences are not 
of weight to break their union. They vary a little 
about their notions of a certain general. I will not 
fay more at this diftance. I do not fee well how 
they can be without the fecretary, who hath very 
great abilities both for the cabinet and the parlia¬ 
ment. The torics in the city are a little difeon- 

tented. 














To Dr. NARCISSUS MARSH. 297 

tented, that no further changes are made in em¬ 
ployments, of which 1 cannot learn the feci et, altho’ 
I have heard feveral, and from fuch who might tell 
the true one if they would. One is, that LordTreafu- 
rer profefTeth he is at a lofs to find perfons qualified 
for feveral places : another, (which is lefs believed) 
that the Queen interpofeth : a third, that it is a 
trimming difpofition. I am apt to think that he 
finds the call for employments greater than he can 
anfwer, if there were five times as many to difpofe 
of; and I know particularly, that he difliketh very 
much the notion of people, that every one is to be 
turned out. The treafurer is much the greateft 
minifter I ever knew : regluar in life, with a true 
fenfe of religion, an excellent fcholar, and a good 
divine, of a very mild and affable difpofition, in¬ 
trepid in his notions, and indefatigable in bufinefs, 
an utter defpifer of money for himfelf, yet frugal 
(perhaps to an extremity) for the public. In pri¬ 
vate company he is wholely difengaged, and very 
facetious, like one who had no bufinefs at all. He 
never wants a referve upon any emergency, which 
would appear defperate to others, and maketh 
little ufe of thofe thoufand projectors and fchema- 
tifts, who are daily plying him with their vifions, 
but to be thoroughly convinced by the comparilon 3 
that his own notions are the belt. 

I am, my Lord, 

With the greateft refpect. 

Your Grace’s 

Molt obedient, &tc. 

*******+******™********$**+*+****+** 
L E T E R XIV, 

London , March 29, 1712. 

My Lord, 

I Cannot afk pardon for not fooner acknowledg¬ 
ing your Grace’s letter, becaufethat would look 

VoL. XI. Pp 
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as if I thought mine were of confequence. Either 
I grow weary of politics, or am out of the way of 
them, or there is lefs ftirring than ufual ; and, 
indeed, we are all in fufpenfe at prefent; but I am 
told that in ten or twelve days time we fhall know 
what the ilTue will be at Utrecht. I can only tell 
your Grace, that there are fome unlucky circum¬ 
stances not proper to be trufted to a letter, which 
have hitherto retarded this great work : Mihi lit - 
dlbria rerum mortalium cunElis in negotiis obverfantur . 
Mean time we are with great difficulty raifing funds 
upon which to borrow five millions. One of thofc 
funds is a tax upon paper, and I think 30 per cent, 
upon imported books, and of fuch a nature as I 
could not yefterday forbear faying to my Lord 
Treafurer and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
that, inftead of preventing final! papers and libels, 
it will leave nothing elfe for the prefs. I have not 
talked to the Duke of Argyle upon the affairs of 
Spain, fmee his return ; but am told he affirms it 
impoffible for us to carry on the war there by our 
former methods. The Duke of Ormond is ex¬ 
pected to go in two or three days for Flanders. 
And what I writ to your Grace fome months ago 
of the Duke of Shrewfbury fucceeding to govern 
Ireland, will, I fuppofe, be foon declared. I was 
the other day[to fee the Dutchefs, and reported your 
Grace’s compliments, which fhe took very well ; 
and I told her I was refolved your Grace and fhe 
fhould be very good acquaintance. I believe the 
fpirit o your Houghers is got into our Mohawks, 
who are ftili very troublefome, and every night 
cut fome body or other over the face ; and commit 
a hundred infolent barbarities. 

There was never the leaffc deilgn of any impeach¬ 
ment againft the Duke of Marlborough and ir 
was his own great weaknefs, or the folly of his 
friends, that the thing went fo far as it did. 

I know 
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I know not whether it is, that people have talk¬ 
ed themfelves hoarfe: but for fome weeks paft, wc 
have heard lefs of the Pretender than formerly. I 
fuppofe it is like a fafhion got into Ireland when it 
is out here: but in my conicience, I do not thinka- 
ny one perfon in the court or miniftry here, defigns 
any more to bring in the Pretender than the Great: 
Turk. I hope Mr. Harley, who is now on his jour¬ 
ney to Hanover, will give that court a truer opinion 
of perfons and things, than they have hitherto con¬ 
ceived. And if your Grace knew the inftrument 
through which thefe falfe opinions have been in- 
fufed, you would allow it another inftance of the 
Ludibrium rcrum mortalium. And vour Grace can¬ 
not but agree, that it is lbmething lingular for the 
Prince in poffeffion to make perpetual advances, 
and the prefumptive heir Handing off and lufpi- 
cious. 

I know not whether your Grace hath confider- 
ed the poiition that my Lord Treafurer is vifible 
in. The late miniftry and their adherents confefs 
themfelves fully refolved to have his head, when¬ 
ever it is in their power ; and were prepared upon 
the beginning of the feffions, when the vote 
was carried againft any peace without Spain, to 
move that he Ihould be lent to the tower : At the 
fame time, his friends, and the tories in general, 
are diicontented at his flownefs in the changing of 
commiffions and employments, to which the weak- 
nefs of the court-intereft, in the houfe of Lords, 
is wholly imputed; neither do I find, that thofe in 
the greateft Rations, or mod in the confidence of 
my Lord Treafurer, are able to account for this 
proceeding, or feem fatisfied with it I have en¬ 
deavoured to folve this difficulty another way ; and 
I fancy I am in the right, from words I have heard 
let fall: But whatever be the caufe 3 the confe¬ 
rences may be dangerous. 
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*- The Queep is in very good health, but doth pot 
ufe as much exercife as fhe ought. Pray God pre- 
ferve her many years ! 

A projector hath lately applied to me to recom¬ 
mend him to the miniltry about an invention for 
finding out the longitude. He hath given in a peti¬ 
tion to the Queen by Mr. Sec. St. John. I un- 
derftand nothing of the mathematics, but am told 
it is a thing as improbable as the philofopher’s 
ftone, or perpetual motion. 

I lately writ a letter of about thirty pages to 
Lord Treafurer, by way of propofal for an acade¬ 
my, to correct, enlarge, and afcertain the Englifh 
language. And he and I have named above twen- 
ty perfons of both parties to be members. I will 
lliortly print the letter: And I hope fomething will 
come of it. Your Grace fees 1 am a projector 
too. r J 

I am, with great refpecl. 

My Lord, 

Your Grace’s mod dutiful. 

And moll humble fervant, 

J. SWIFT, 

LETTER XV. 


My Lord, **** 2 °> I ~ 12 ’ 

‘ITJ'HEN I had the honour of your Grace’s let- 
ter of March 27, I was lying ill of a cruel 
difordei which Hill purfueth me, although not with 
fo much violence ; and I hope your Grace will par¬ 
don me, if you find my letter to be that of one 
who wrueth in pain. You fee my Lord, how 
things are altered. The talk qf a new Governor 

for 
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tor Ireland is dropped. The fecret is, that the 
Duke of Ormond had the promifc of a penfion in 
cafe he loft his government; but my Lord Treafu- 
rer is To exceftively thrifty, that, to fave charges, 
he lets the Duke keep it; and befides, there are 
fome other circumftances not proper for a letter, 
which have great weight in this matter. I count 
upon it, that whatever governor goeth over under 
this miniftry, a new parliament will be called. Yet 
I was told that the Duke of Shrewfbury was pitch¬ 
ed on as a fort of medium between, See . He is a per- 
fon of admirable qualities ; and if he werefomewhat 
more active, and lefs timorous in bufinefs, no 
man would be thought comparable to him. 

1 he moderate of the other party feem now con¬ 
tent to have a peace, and all our talk and expec¬ 
tations are full of it; but I proteft to your Grace 
I know not what to write upon this fubjedt, nei¬ 
ther could I tell what to fay, if I had the honor to 
be with you. Upon Lord Strafford’s * coming o- 
ver the ftocks are fallen, although I expedted, and 
I thought with reafon, that they would rife. T here 
is a trade between fome here, and fome in Holland 
of fecrets and lies, and there are fome among us 
whofe pofts let them into an imperfedt knowledge 
of things, which they cannot conceal. This mix¬ 
ture maketh up the town-talk, governs the price 
of ftocks, and hath often a great deal of truth in 
it: Befides, public affairs have often fo many hid¬ 
den turns and incidents, that even thofe behind the 
curtain can hardly pronounce for a week. I am 
fenfible that I have often deceived your Grace with 
my wife inuendos . Yet I verily think that my in¬ 
telligence was right at the moment I fent it. If I 
had writ to your Grace fix days ago, I would have 
ventured to have given you hopes that a peace 

* His Lord/hip was one of the plenipotentiaries at the treaty of 
Utrecht. 

would 
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would foon appear, and upon conditions wholely 
furprlfing and unexpe&ed. I fay this to you 
wholely in confidence, and I know nothing yet to 
change my opinion, except the defponding talk of 
the town, for I fee nothing yet in the contrivances 
of the minifters. It feems generally agreed that 
the prefent Dauphin cannot live, and upon that 
depend many meafures to be taken. This after¬ 
noon, the bill for appointing commiflioners to in¬ 
quire into the grants, &c. was thrown out of the 
houfe of Lords, the voices being equal, which is 
a great difappointment to the court, and matter of 
triumph to the other party. But it may poffibly 
be of the worft confequence to the grants next fef- 
fion, when it it probable the miniftry will be better 
fettled, and able to procure a majority. 

I am, with great refpeft, 

My Lord, 

Your Grace's 

Moft dutiful, and 
Moft humble fervant, 
JON. SWIFT. 

♦ j. •£< .fc ■»£ £ >£* -4* X 4. «|« .J. «i» ^ -t.* t* 

LETTER XVI. 

Kenfmgton , Sept. 30, 1712. 

My Lord, 

T Have two or three times begun letters to your 
Grace, and have torn what I writ, hoping I 
might fend you fomething decifive about the peace. 
But all ftill continues to lie very loofe, and I con¬ 
tinue to be very defponding, although the people 
in affairs laugh at me for it. I have one plain 
maxim in dealing with thofe who have more cun? 

ning 
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aing and lefs honefty than myfelf, which is what 
we call keeping the ftaff in my own hand, and con¬ 
triving that they (hall trud me rather than I them. 
A man may reafon until he is weary upon this 
proceeding of the Dutch. The foldiers tell me 
that the Duke of Ormond could not pofiibly take 
polleffion of Dunkirk, fince the foreign troops 
have refufedto march, and that the (fates will not 
fuffer us to go through their towns. But I had a 
whifper from one who (hould know bed, that 
Dunkirk might now have been ours if right me¬ 
thods had been taken. And another great naan faid 
to be a friend of mine above a fortnight ago, that 
the lead wrong dep on that fide the water might 
have very ill confequences at this juncture. Mean 
time, the difeontented party feemeth full of hopes, 
and many of the court-fide befide myfelf defpon- 
ding enough. The necefiiey of laying the propo- 
fals before the parliament drew us into all this ; 
for now we are in a manner pinned down, and 
cannot go back an inch with any good grace: So 
that if the French play u* foul, I dread the effects, 
which are too vifible to doubt. And on the other 
fide, if the peace goeth fmoothly on, I cannot but 
think that fome fevere inquiries will be made ; and 
I believe upon very manifed grounds. If there 
be any fiecret in this matter of Dunkirk, it muft be 
in very few hands, and thofe who mod converfc 
with men at the helm, are, I am confident, very 
much in the dark. Some people go fo far as to think 
that the Dutch will hinder even the Engldh forces 
under the Duke of Ormond from going by the 
French country to Dunkirk : but I cannot be of 
that opinion. We fuppofe a few days will decide 
this matter, and I believe your Grace will agree, 
that there was never a more nice conjuncture of 
affairs : however, the court appears to be very re- 
folure : Several changes have been made, and 
more are daily expected. The Dutch are grown 

fo 
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fo unpopular, that I believe the Queen might havfc 
addreiles to Rand by her againR them with lives 
and fortunes. 

I had your Grace’s letter of May 29, written 
in the time of your vifiting, from whence I hope 
you are returned with health and fatisfadlion. 

The difficulties in the peace by the accidents in 
the Bourbon family are, as your Grace obferveth, 
very great, and what indeed our minifters chiefly 
apprehended. But we think Phillip’s renouncing 
to be an eife&ual expedient, not out of any regard 
he would have for it, but becaufe it will be the in- 
tereft of every prince of the blood in France to 
keep him out, and becaufe the Spaniards will ne¬ 
ver affift him to unite the two kingdoms. 

I am in hopes yet that your Grace may pay your 
treat, for it is yet four weeks to November, at leaft 
I believe we fhall be happy or ruined before that 
time. 

It is certain that there is fomething in what peo¬ 
ple fay But the court is fo luckily con- 

ftituted at prefent, that every man thinks the chief 
truft cannot be any where elie lb well placed, nei¬ 
ther do I know above one man that would take it, 
and it is a great deal too foon for him to have fuch 
thoughts. 

I humbly thank your Grace for your concern 
about my health : I have Rill the remainder of 
fome pains which hath partly occafioned my remov¬ 
ing hither about three weeks ago ; I was recom¬ 
mended to country-air, and chofe this, becaufe I 
could pafs my time more agreeably near my friends 
at court. We think the Queen will go to Wind- 
for in three weeks; and I believe I fhall be there 
moR of the time I Ray in England, which I intend 
until towards the end of fummer. 

My Lord Treafurer hath often promifed he will 
advance my defign of an academy, fo have my Lord 
Keeper, and all the minifters; but they are now 
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too bufy to think of any thing befide what they 
have on the anvil. My Lord ireaiurer and I have 
already pitched upon twenty members of both 
parties ; but perhaps it may all come to nothing. 

If things continue as they are another feffion, 
perhaps your Grace may fee the bill of refuming 
the grants * carried on with a great deal more ii~ 
gour than it lately was. It was only defired that 
the grantees fhould pay fix years purchafe, an 
fettle the remainder on them by a& of parliament, 
and thofe grants are now worfe than other lands by 
more years purchafe than fix ; fo that in eftect 
they would have loft nothing. 

I am, with great refpect. 

Your Grace’s moft dutiful, and 
Moft humble fervant, 

JON. SWIFT, 


LETTER XVII. 

London, OElobcr 2t, 17 1 2. 

My Lord, ^ , , r 

ClNCE I bad the honour of your Grace s letter of 
^ Tuly 29. which found me at Windfor, I have 
been extremely out of order with a giddinefs in my 
head, which purfued me until very lately, that by 
an uneafy courfe of phyfic I hope I have m fome 

fort overcome it. . c 

We are now in very near expectation ot a peace; 
and your Grace, I hope, will believe it as good a 
one as the circumftances of things would allow, 
confefs I agree with your Grace, that the grea 
difficulty was about the danger of France and 

* This bill palled in the negative. 

Vol.xi. Q^q 


Spain 
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Spain being united under one king. To my know¬ 
ledge all pcfiible means have been taken to fecure 
that matter ; and yet, after all, the weakefi: fide 
will be there. Renunciations by France have very 
juftly fo little credit, that I do not wonder fo little 
weight is laid on them. But Spain, we are fure, 
will, for their own fakes, enter into all fecurities 
to prevent that union, and all the allies mull be 
guarantees. If you ft ill object that fome danger 
Hill remains, what is to be done ? Your Grace is 
altogether mifinformed; if you think that this is 
at all the difficulty which fo long made the Dutch 
untraCbible. It was nothing lefs; neither have 
they once mentioned, during all the conventions 
at Utrecht, one fvllable of getting Spain out of the 
Bourbon family, or into that of Auftria, as the 
chief men have afiured me not three days ago. 
Buys offered laft winter to eafe us immediately of 
the trouble we were in by Lord Nottinghamer 
vote, if we would confent to let them ffiare with 
tis in the advantages we had ftipulated with France: 
Which advantages however, did by no means 
claffi with Holland, and were only conditional if 
peace Ihould enlue. But my Lord, we know fur¬ 
ther, that the Dutch made offers to treat with 
France, before we received any from thence ; and 
were refufed, upon the ill ufage they gave Mr. 
iorcy at the Hague, and the Abbe de Polignac 
afterwards at Gertruydenberg: And we know that 
Torcy would have been forced to apply to them a- 
gain, if, after fevcral reftjfals, we had not heark¬ 
ened to their overtures. What I tell your Grace 
is infallibly true ; and care fhall be taken very foon 
to fatisfy the world in this, and many other parti¬ 
culars at large, which ought to be known. For 
the kingdom is very much in the dark after all the 
pains hitherto taken to inform ir. Your Grace’s 
conjectures are very right, that a general peace 
would not be for our intcrefl, if we had made ours 

with 
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with France, And I remember a certain great 
man ufed to fay two months ago, Fight on , fight 
on , my merry men alL I believe likewife that fuck 
a peace would have happened, it the Dutch had 
not lately been more compliant ; upon which our 
minifters told thofe of France, that llnce the ftates 
were difpofed to fubmit to the Queen, her Majefty 
mud enter into their interefts : And I believe they 
have as goori conditions as v * e ever intended they 
Ihould. Tour nay I hope, will be yielded to them: 
And Lifle we never deligned they ihou'd have 
The Emperor will be uied as he deferveth ; and 
having paid nothing for the war, inail get nothing 
by the peace. We are mofr concerned (next to 
our regard to Holland) tor Savoy *, and France 
for Bavaria. I believe we fhall make them both. 
Icings bv the help cf Sardinia and Sicily, But I 
know not how plans may alter everyday, ihe 
Queen’s whole defi:>n, as your Grace conjefturetk, 
is to a& the part or a mediator ; and our advanta¬ 
ges, too many to inkrt here, muft be owned very 
great. 

As for an academy to correct and fettle cur lan¬ 
guage ; Lord r re a hirer talked of it ofren very 
warmly ; but, I doubt, is yet too bufy until the 
peace be over. He goes down to Windier on Fri¬ 
day to be chofen of the garter, with five more 
Lords f. 

I know nothing of promifes of any thing intend¬ 
ed for my'elf; but I thank God 1 am not veiy 
warm in my expectations, and know courts too 

* Victor Amadeus, Duke of Savoy, was made King of Sicily ty 

this treaty. . „ , , , . , 

+ H°nry Duke of Bcauf *rt, captain of the band of gentlemen 
penf,oners: James Dek * ot Hamilton and Brandon, Matter General 
of the ordinance ; liny Duke ol Kent ; Jvhn Lari of Pouter, Lord 
Steward of tie houfehold • Robert Earl of Oxiord a»d Mortimer, 
Lord Hieh Treasurer of Great Britain; and Thomas Rod or Strat¬ 
ford, one of the plenipotentiaries at Utrecht, and find Lord Com- 
mifiionef of the Admiralty, Gffohr 26, 1712* 
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well to be furprifed at difappoimments, which, 
however, I fhall have no great reafon to fear, if I 
gave my thoughts any trouble that way, which* 
without affedlation, 1 do not; although I cannot 
expert to be believed when I fay fo. 


* 4*4* 4»4» 4* 4» 4*4*4>44* 44* 4 44*4444* 4 44 4 4 4 4 4 4 
LETTER XVIII. 


London, Jan. 3, 1713, 


My Lord, 



I had the honour of your Grace's letter. 


we have had a dead time of news and politics, 
and I make a confcience of writing to you without 
fomething that will recompence the trouble of 
reading. I cannot but grant that your Grace, who 
is at a difiance, and argues from your own wif- 
dom, and general obfervations and reading, is 
hkely to be more impartial than I, who, in fpite of 
my refolutions and opinion to the contrary, am 
forced to converfe only with one fide of the world, 
which fafteneth prejudice to me* notwithftanding 
all I can do to avoid them. Your Grace hath cer¬ 
tainly hit upon the weak fide of our peace \ but I 
do not find you have prefcribed any remedies. For 
that of limiting France to a certain number of 
Ihips and troops, was, I doubt, not to be compaf- 
Ld. While that mighty kingdom remaineth under 
one monarch, it will be always in fome degree for¬ 
midable to its neighbours. But we flatter ourfelves 
5 t is likely to be lefs fo than ever, by the concur¬ 
rence of many circumftances too long to trouble 
you with. But, my Lord, what is to be done ? I 
will go fo far with your Grace as to tell you, that 
fome of our friends are of opinion with the other 
party, that if this lait campaign had gone on with 


the 
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the conjunction of the Britifh troops, France might 
have been in danger of being driven to great ex* 
treme. Yet, I confefs to you at the fame time, 
that if I had b^en firit minifter, 1 fhould have ad- 
vifed the Queen to purfue her meafures towards a 
peace. 

Some accidents and occafions have put it in my 
way to know every Hep of this treaty better, 1 think, 
than any man in England. And I do aficrt to your 
Grace, that if France had bem clolely pufhed this 
campaign, they would, upon our refufal, have 
made cffeis to Holland, which the republic would 
certainly have accepted ; and in tuat c.iie the in- 
tereft of England would have been wholly laid a- 
ilde, as we law it three years ago at the Hague and 
and Gertruydenberg. The Marlhal d Uxilles and 
1 Mefnager *. two of the French plenipotentiaries, 
were wholly inclined to have begun by the Dutch *, 
but the third, Abbe de Polignac, who hath mo ft 
credit with Monlieur Torcy, was for beginning by 
England. 

There was a great faction in France by this pro¬ 
ceeding, and it was a mere perfonai rel^ntment in 
the French king and Monlieur Torcy againft the 
States, which hindered them from lending the 
firft overture there. And I believe your Grace 
will be convinced, by confidering that the demands 
of Holland might be much more eafily Satisfied than 
thofe of Britain. The Stales were very indifferent 
about the article of Spain being in the Bourbc n 
family, as Monlieur Buys publicly owned when he 
was here, and among others to rnylclf. They va¬ 
lued not the demolition of Dunkirk, the frontier 
of Portugal, nor the fecurity of Savoy, 'ihcy ab¬ 
horred the thoughts of our having Gibraltar and 

* This gentleman wrote minutes of his negotiations ar the court 

England, during tire four lad )<*ar. of <<uco:i /inne * icig.i, con¬ 
taining many curious par'.icuiais. 

Minorca, 
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Minorca, nor cared what became of our dominions 
in North America. All they had at heart was the 
fovereignty of Flanders, under the name of a bar¬ 
rier, and to ftipulate what they could for the em¬ 
peror, to make him eafy under their encroach¬ 
ments. I can further allure your Grace, before 
any propofols were lent here from France, and ever 
fince, until within thefe few months, the Dutch 
have been endeavouring conftantly, by private in¬ 
trigues with that c »irt, to undermine us, and put 
themfelves at the head of a treaty of peace, which 
is a truth that perhaps the world may lbon be in¬ 
formed in, with fevcral others that are little known, 
Beiides, my Lord, I doubt whether you have fuf- 
ficiently reflected on the condition of this king¬ 
dom, and the poffibility of purfuing the war at 
that ruinous rate. This argument is not the weak¬ 
er for being often urged. Beiides, France is likely 
to have a long minority ; or, if not, perhaps to be 
engaged in a civil war. And I do not find that, 
in public affairs, human wifdom is able to make 
provifions for futurity, which are not liable to a 
thoul'and accidents. We have done all we can ; 
and, for the reft, curent pofteri . 

Sir William Temple’s memoirs which you men¬ 
tioned, is his firft part, and was publifhed twenty 
years ago ; it is chiefly of the treaty of Nimeguen, 
and was fo well known, that 1 could hardly think 
your Grace hath not feen it. 

I am in fome doubt whether a fall from a horfe 
be fuitable to the dignity of an Archbifhop. It is 
one of the chief advantages in a great ftation, that 
one is exempt from common accidents of that 
kind. The late King * indeed got a fall, but his 
Majefty was a fox-hunter. I queftion whether you 
can plead any precedent to excufe you ; and there¬ 
fore 1 hope you will commit no more fuch errors : 

% 

* Kii g William III. who died by a fall from his horfe. 

And 
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And in the mean time, I heartily congratulate with 
your Grace, that I can rally you upon this acci¬ 
dent. 

I am in fome fear that our peace will hardly be 
concluded in feveral weeks, by reafon of a certain 
incident that could not be forefeen; neither can I 
tell whether the parliament will lit before thecon- 
clulion of the peace; becaufe fome perfons differ 
in their politics about the matter. If others were 
no wifer than I, your feffion fhould not be defer¬ 
red upon that account. 

1 am, with the greateft refpeCt, 

Your Grace’s 
Moft dutiful, 

And humble fervant, 


*******+*******+******************** 
LETTER XIX. 

London, March 28, 1713. 

My Lord, 

A Lthough your humour of delaying, which is 
a good deal in fafliion, might ferve me for 
authority and example in not fooner acknowledg¬ 
ing your Grace’s letter, I ihall not make that ule 
of it, but naturally tell you that the public delay 
hath been the caufe of mine. We have lived al- 
moft thefe two months pad, by the week, expect¬ 
ing that part would meet, and the Queen tell them 
that the peace was figned. But uutorefeen diffi¬ 
culties have arifen, partly by fome midakes in our 
plenipotentiaries, as well as thofe of France, too 
long to trouble your Grace with, fince we never 
reckon all will be at an end; and the Queen hath 
lent new powers to Utretcht, which her miniders 

there 
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there mud obey, I think, or be left without ex* 
cufe. The peace will be figned with France, Hol¬ 
land, the, Emperor, Savoy, Portugal, and Eng¬ 
land ; but Spain hath yet no minifter at Utretcht, 
the Dutch making difficulties about the Duke d’Ol- 
lun’s paffports; but the Marquis de Montelion 
will foon begin his journey, at leaft he tells me fo. 
However, it is of no great moment whether Spain 
cometh in now, ora month hence, and the parlia¬ 
ment wjll he fatisfied with the reft. People here 
have grumbled at thofe prorogations until they are 
weary; but they are not very convenient, con- 
fidcring how many funds are out, and how late 
it is in the year. They think of taking off two 
ihillings in the pound from the land-tax ; which I 
always argued earneftly againft : But the court hath 
a mind to humour the country*gentlemen, and the 
thing is popular enough ; but then we muft borrow 
upon new funds, which it will be of the laft dif¬ 
ficulty to invent or to raife. f ihe other party are 
employed in fpreading a report moil: induftrioufly, 
that the Lord Treaiurer intends, after the peace, 
to declare for the Whigs. They have fpread it in 
Scotland to prepare people for the next election; 
and Mr. Anndly told me the other day at my Lord 
Steward's, that he had heard I writ the lame to 
my friends in Ireland ; which, as it is wholely with¬ 
out ground, Jo the fatt is what l never had the leaft 
belief of, although his Lord {hip is fomewhat of 
your Grace’s mind, in not refufing to converfe 
with his greateft enemies; and therefore he is cen- 
Jbred, as you lay you are, upon the fame account. 
And to thofe who charge him with it, (as forne are 
free enough to do it), he only fays his friends 
ought to truft him ; and l have feme reafon to be¬ 
lieve, that after a peace, the direct contrary will 
appear. For my own part, I entirely agree with 
your Grace, that a free man ought not to confine 
his converfe to any one party : Neither would I do 
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fo, if I were free ; but I am not, and perhaps 
much lefs is a great miniber in fuch a juncture 
as this. Among many qualities I have oblerved. 
in the Treafurer, there is one which is fome- 
thing Angular, that he will be under an imputa¬ 
tion, how wrong ioever, without the pains of 
clearing himfelf to his neareb friends, which is 
owing to great integrity, great courage, or great 
contempt ofcenfure; I know he hath abundance 
of the two lab, and I believe he has the firth - 

Your Grace's oblervations on the French dex¬ 
terity in negotiation, as well as their ill faith, aie 
certainly right ; but let both be as great as pofuble, 
we muft treat with them one time or other ; and ir 
ininibers will not be upon their guard againft fuch 
notorious managers, they are altogether inexcut- 
able. But I do allure your Grace, that as it hath 
fallen in my way to know more of the fteps of this 
whole treaty, than perhaps any one man betides ; 

I cannot fee that any thing in the ^ power of 
human prudence, under many difficult con¬ 
junctures, hath been omitted. We have been for¬ 
ced to conceal the beft tide, which, 1 agree, hath 
been unfortunate and unpopular ; but you wilL 
pleafe to confider, that this way of every fubjeft 
interpoiing their fentiments upon the management 
of foreign negotiations is a very new thing among 
us, and the iuffering it hath been thought, in tne 
opinion of wife men, too great a brain upon the 
prerogative; efpecially giving a detail of particu¬ 
lars, which, in the variety of events, cannot be 
ascertained during the coufe of a treaty.—I could 
eafily anfwer the objection or your Grace s friends 
in relation to the Dutch, and why they made thole 
difficulties at the Hague and Gertruydenberg. And 
when the whole ftory of thefe two lab intriguing 
years comes to be pubhfhed, the world will have 
other notions of our proceedings. This, perhaps, 
will not be long untold, and might already have 

Vol.XI. Rr beeD 
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been, if other people had been no wifer than 
After all, my I.oid, I grant that, from a diftant 
view of things, abundance of objections may be 
raifed againft many parts of our conduct, Hut the 
difficulties which gave room to thefe objections are 
not yet feen, and perhaps fomc of them will never 
appear, neither may it be convenient they fhould. 
If in the end it appears, that we have made a good 
bargain for you, we hope you will take it without 
entering too nicely into the circumftances. I will not 
undertake to defend our proceedings againft any man 
who will notallow this poftulatum, that it was impof- 
lible to carry on the war any longer ; which who¬ 
ever denies, either hath not examined the ftate of 
the nation with refpeCt to its debts, or denies it 
from the fpirit of party. When a friend of mine 
objected this to Lord Nottingham, he freely con- 
fefled it was a thing he had never cpnfidered. But, 
however, he would be againft any peace without 
Spain; and why ? becaufe he was not privy feal. 
But then, why doth he vote with the Whigs in 
every thing elfe, although peace hath no concern > 
becaufe he was not privy feaL I hope, my Lord, 
we fhall in time unriddle you many a dark pro¬ 
blem, and let you * fee that faCtion, rage, rebel¬ 
lion, revenge, and ambition were deeply rooted in 
the hearts of thofe who have been the great ob- 
firuCtors of the Queen’s meafures, and of the 
kingdom’s happinefs ; and, if I am not miftaken, 
fuch a feene may open, as will leave the prefent age 
and pofterity little room to doubt who were the 
real friends and real enemies of their country. At 
the fame time I know nothing is fo rafh as predict¬ 
ing upon the events of public councils, and I fee 

many. 

* See an account of the peace of Utrecht, in the hiftorv of ths 
rjor laft years of Q. Anne. 
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many accidents very poflible to happen, which may 
foon defeat all my wife conjectures. 

I am, my Lord, 

Your Grace’s 
Moft dutiful and 

Mod obedient humble fervant. 


LETTER XX. 


London , April 30. 1713. 

v My Lord, 

I HAD the honour of your Grace’s letter of the 
14th, which at prefent I cannot anfwer particu¬ 
larly : I fend this to welcome your Grace to the 
Batlu where we conclude you are now* arrived; 
and I hope the deiign of your journey is more for 
prevention than cure. I fuppole your Grace hath 
heard that the Queen hath made Dr. Sterne Bilhop 
of Dromore, and that I am to lucceed him in his 
deanry. Dr. Parnell who is now in town, writ 
laft poft to your Grace, to deiire the favour 
of you, that he may have my fmall prebend : He 
thinketh it will be fome advantage to come into the 
chapter, where it may poflibly be in my power to 
ferve him in a way agreeable to him, although in 
no degree equal to his merits; by which he hath 
diftinguifhed himfelf fo much, that he is in great 
efteem with the miniftry, and others of the moft 


* A very eminent poet. Two volumes of whofe pcems arc 
published, the firft by Mr. Pops, in the year 1721, dedicated to 
Robert Harley, Eatl of Oxford and Mortimer The other 
was punted in Dublin in the year 175S, with the following title; 
u The Pofthumous Works ct Dr. Thomas Parnell, late ot 
t( Clougher; containing poems moral and divine; and on other va¬ 
rious fubjefts.” 


Dignum laude virum Mafa vetat mori. 


Hor. 


Ft r 2 


valuable 
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valuable perfons in this town. He hath been many 
years under your Grace’s direction, and hath very 
good title to your favour : So that I believe it will 
be unneceffuy to add how much I iliould be ob¬ 
liged to your Grace’s compliance in this matter : 
And l flatter myfelf that his being agreeable to me 
will be no difadvantage to him in your Grace’s 
opinion. 

I am, with the greateft refpefi, 

My Lord, 

Your Grace’s mod dutiful, and 
Moft humble fervant, 

JON. SWIFT. 


LETTER XXI. 

London, l\'hy 23. 1713. 

My Loan, 

T H AD the honour of a letter from your Grace, 
the 18th inftant, from Chefter. i was confi¬ 
dently told about three weeks ago, that your 
Grace was expected every day at the Bath; and 
you will find a letter there as old as that, with a 
requifition in favour of Dr. Parnell, who, by his 
own merit, is in the efteem of the chief minifters 
here. I am very fenfible, that the lofs your Grace 
hath fullered in the removal of Dr. Sterne will ne¬ 
ver be made up by me, upon a great many accounts; 
however, I lhall not yield to him in refpe£t and 
veneration for your Grace’s character and perfon ; 
and I return you my mod: grateful acknowledg¬ 
ments for the offer you make me of your favour 
and prote&ion. I think to fet out for Ireland on 
Monday feven-night, to be there before the term 
endeth ; for fo they advife me, becaufe the long 
vacation follows, in which i cannot take the oaths, 

unlefs 
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tinlefs at a quarter-fefllons, and I had better have 
two chances than one. This will hinder me from 
paying my refpecls to your Grace at the Bath ; 
and indeed my own health would be better, I be* 
lieve, if I could pafs a few weeks there: but my 
remedy lhall be riding, and a fea-voyage. I have 
been inquiring, and am told your Grace’s cauie 
will hardly come on this feflion ; but indeed I have 
been fo much out of order for thefe ten days paft, 
that I have been able to do nothing. 

As to the fpire * to be ere&ed on St. Patrick’s 
fteeple, I am apt to think it will coft more than is 
imagined ; and I am confident that no bricks made 
in that part of Ireland, will bear being expofed fo 
much to the air : however, I fihall inquire among 
fome architects here. 

I hope your Grace will find a return of your 
health in the place where you are. I humbly beg 
your bleffing, and remain, with great refpetft, 

My Lord, 

Y our Grace’s 
Moft dutiful 

And moft humble fervant, 
JON. SWIFT. 

4 ************* *******4**********t* *** 

LETTER XXII. 

Trim, July 16, 1713. 

My Lord, 

T HAVE been about five weeks in this kingdom, 
A but fo extremely ill with the return of an old 
diforder in my head, that I was not able to write 


* Dr. Sterne, (predeceflfor to Dr. Swift, as Dean of Sf. 
Patrick’s cathedral, Dublin) afterwards fiilhop of Dromore, from 
whence he was tranflated to the fee of Cloghcr, left a fum of money 
to ere& a fpire on the top of that fleeplc, which was built a few 
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to your Grace. I have been the greateft part of 
that time at my coumry-parifh. riding every day 
for my health, I can tell your Grace nothing 
from Dublin, having fpent the days I was there 
between bufinefs and phyfic, and paid no vifits nor 
received any but one day ; and 1 reckon it no great 
lofs, for I hear they are ail party mad ; and it is 
one felicity of being among willows, that one is 
not troubled with faction. I hope you have as 
little of it at the Bath ; for I cannot fancy it doth 
well with waters. If your Grace goeth to London 
from the Bath, I believe I may have the honour of 
waiting on you, although I fhail do all in my power 
to fave the trouble of luch a journey, which nei¬ 
ther my fortune nor my health will very well bear. 

1 hope you feel the good effects of the place you 
are in, and 1 pray God continue your life for the 
go^d of the church. 

Tne other day Mr. Thakcr, prebendary of Sa 
gai d and vicar of Rathcool, died ; and it would be 
a great mark of goodnefs in your Grace, as well as 
a perfonal favour to me, if you would pleafe to 
difpofc of his livings in favour of Mr. Thomas 
Warburtori, who hath been many years my aflift- 
ant in the cure of Laracor, hath behaved himfelf 
altogether unblameablv, and is a gentleman of very 
good learning and fenfe. If I knew any one more 
deferving I would not recommend him ; neither 
would I do it however, becaufe I know your Grace 
hath a great many dependents ; but that it will be 
a great ufe to me to have a vicar in one of my 
rectories, and upon my deanry in whom I can con¬ 
fide. 1 am told the livings amount to an hundred 
and twenty pounds a year at moft ; and it may 
probably happen in my way to be able to oblige 

years after his Lordfhip's death. It is an ofbgon of many feet high, 
buiit of white hard mountain ftonc, with a gilt ball at the top of it, 
which may be feen at thediilance of many miles. 
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fome friend of your’s in a greater matter, which I 
iliall very readily do. 

I am, with the greateft refpeft, 

My Lord, your Grace’s 
Mofl obedient, and 
Mo ft humble fervant, 

JON. SWIFT. 

LETTER XXIII. 

London , OElober 20, 171 7. 

My Lord, 

, TTI£ opportunity I had of a fhip was fo fudden, 
that I had not time co receive your Grace’s 
laft commands, or pay my refpetRs, which it wi.s 
my duty and inclination to do ; and as for writing, 

1 have always told your Grace, that I could not let 
about it with a good confcience, until I were pro¬ 
vided with matter enough for your trouble of rea¬ 
ding. We are outwardly pretty quiet during this 
interval of parliament; but I will not anfwer what 
feeds are lowing to make the next fpring produce 
better fruit. There are feveral reafons impodible 
for me to tell at this diflance, why 1 fhali not be 
lo good a correlpondent as I have formerly been, 
but may probably ferve to entertain you a year or 
two hence: for the fafhion of this world padeih 
away; and there is nothing of fo little confequcnce 
as the greated court-fecrets when once the Icene is 
changed. 1 laid to fomebody when I was lad in 
Ireland, who talked tome of the advantage and fe¬ 
licity I had in the familiarity of great minillers, 
that it was well enough while it continued a vanity ; 
but as foon as it ceafes to be a vanity, it began to 
be a vexation of fpirit. 1 have fome thoughts of 
palling this winter at the Bath, becaufe my health 
requireth it, and becaufe I (hall then be at a pretty 
equal didance from the fa&ions on both lides the 
water ; for it is not impoffibie your Grace may have 

2 warm winter. 
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I have had fome letters, particularly from Dr. 
Synge, and Mr. Archdeacon Walls, about my be¬ 
ing prolocutor. I have this poll writ my thoughts 
upon that fubjeft to Mr. Walls, and to fave you 
the trouble, have defired him to communicate 
them to your Grace. Our elections for the city 
ftill continue : I was this afternoon at Guildhall. 
I find three of the old members, and Withers, 
who is the loweft, telleth me, he doth not defpair 
of carrying it for himfelf. There is abundance of 
artifice, (to give it the fofteii word) ufed on both 
fides. 

I came yefterday from Windfor, where I law 
the Queen in very good health, which fihe findeth 
there more than any where elfe, and I believe will 
not remove until December. I believe my Lord 
Lieutenant* will be landed before this letter cometh 
to your hands : he is the findl gentleman we have, 
and of an excellent underftanding and capacity for 
bulinefs : if I were with your Grace I would fay 
more, but leave it to your own fagacity. 

I will only venture to fay one thing relating to 
Ireland, becaufe I believe it will be of life that your 
Grace fhould know it. If your houfe of com¬ 
mons fhould run into any violences difagreeable to 
us here, it will be of the worft confequences ima¬ 
ginable to that kingdom ; for I know no maxim 
more ftrongly maintained at prefent in our court, 
than that her Majefty ought to exert her power 
to the utmoft upon any uneafinelTcs given on your 
fide toherfelf or herfervants : neither can I anfwer 
that even the legiflative power here may not take 
cognizance of any thing that may pafs among you 
in oppofition to the perfons and principles that are 
now favoured by the Queen. Perhaps I am gone 
too far, and therefore lhall end, without any ce¬ 
remony. Your Grace’s, <bc. 

* Chari.ks Talbot, Duke cf Shrewlbury, Earl of Waterford 
and 7* - xford, 

D iref! 
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Direct to me under cover to Erafmus Lewis. Efq; 
at Mr. Secretary Bromley's office at Whitehall. 
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LETTER XXIV. 


London , 31, 1713. 


My Lord, 

OU.\ Grace’s letter which I received but laft 



•* poft is of an earlier date than what have fince 
arrived. We have received the addrefs for remo¬ 
ving the Chancellor *, and the counter addrcffis 
from the Lords and convocation; and you will know 
before this reacheth you, our fentiments of them 
here. I am at a lols what to fay in this whole af¬ 
fair. When I writ to you before, I dropt a word 
on purpofe for you to take notice of, that our court 
feemed refolved to be very firm in their refolutions 
about Ireland. I think it impoffiole for the two 
kingdoms to proceed long upon a different fc : erne 
of politic?. The comroverfy wi h the city I am 
not mafter of; it took its rife before I ever con¬ 
cerned myfelf in the affairs of Ireland, further 
than to be an inflru nent of doing fome fervices to 
the kingdom, for which I have been ill requited. 
But, my Lord, the queftion with us here is, whe¬ 
ther there was a ncceffiry that the other party 
fhould be a majority ? Tuere was put into my 
hands a lift of your houfe of commons by fome 
who know the kingdom well: Ideliredthey would 
(as they often do here) fet a mark on the names 
of thoie who would be for the miniftry, who I 
found amounted to one hundred and forty three, 
which I think comes within an equality : twenty 

* Sir Constantine Phipps, Lord High Chancellor of Ire¬ 
land. 
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names befides they could not determine upon: fo 
that fuppofe eight to be of the fame fide, there 
would be a majority by one : but befidts we rec 
Icon, that the fiift number 143, would ealily rife 
to a great majority, by the influence of the 
government if that had been thought fit. 
This is demonftration to us ; for the go¬ 
vernment there hath more influence than he 
court lvre ; and yet our court carried it for many 
years again ft a natural majority, and a much great¬ 
er one. I ih ill not examine the realons among 
you for proceeding otherwife ; but your Grace 
will fi d that we are determined upon the conciu- 
fion, which is* that Ireland mull proceed on the 
fame foot wi<h England. I am of opinion, my 
Lord, that nothing could do more hurt to the 
Whig party in both kingdoms, than their manner 
of proceeding in your houfe of commons. It will 
confirm the crown and miniftry that there can be 
no fafety, while thofe people are able to give di> 
fturbance ; and indeed the efic&s it hath already pro¬ 
duced here are hardly to be believed : neither do 
we here think it worth our while to be oppofed 
and encourage our enemies only for 70,coo 1. a- 
year; to fupply which it may not be hard to find 
other expedients ; and when there (hall be occafion 
for a parliament, we are confident, a new one may 
be called with a majority of men in the intereft of 
the Queen and church ; for when the prefent ma¬ 
jority pretends to regard either, we look upon 
fuch profeffions to fignify no more than if they 
were penned by my Lord Wharton, or Mr Molei- 
worth f. I have fuffered very much for my ten- 
dernefs to fome perions of th-it party, which I fiill 
preferve; but I believe it will not be long in my 
power to ferve thofe who may want it. It would be 

* Created Lord Vifcount Molefwotth by King Giorce T. 
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endlefsto recount to your Grace the reproaches that 
have been made me on account of your neighbour. 

It is but true, my Lord, we do not care to be 
troubled with the affairs of Ireland : but there be¬ 
ing no war, nor meeting of parliament, we have 
leifure at preftnt : befides, we look on cur- 
felves as touched in the tendertft part. We 
know this Whig party are preparing to attack us 
next fellions, and their prevailing in Ireland would, 
we think, be a great encouragement to them here: 
befides, our remiflnefs would difhearten our 
friends, and make them think wc a&cd a trim¬ 
ming game : there are fome things wh ch we much 
wonder at, as they are reprefented : the addrefs 
for removing the Chancellor is grounded upon 
two fa£ls ; in the former of which he was only 
concerned with feveral others. The criminal was 
poor and penitent; and a noli profequi was no ille¬ 
gal thing. As to Moore’s bufinefs, the Chancel¬ 
lor’s fpeech on that occafion hath been tranfmitted 
hither, and feemeth to clear him from the imputa¬ 
tion of prejudging. Another thing we wonder at 
is, to find the commons in their votes approve the 
fending for the guards by whom a man was killed. 
Such a thing, they fay, would look monftrous in 
England. 

Your Grace feemeth to think they would not 
break on money-matters; but we are taught ano¬ 
ther opinion, that they will not pals the great bill 
until they have fatisfaclion about the Chancellor; 
and what the confequence of that will be 1 iuppofe 
you may guefs from what y">u know by this time. 

My Lord, we can judge nc 3therwile here, than 
by the reprefentations made to us. 1 fincerely 
look upon your Grace to be mafter of as much 
wifdom and fagacity as any perfon I have known, 
and from my particular relpedt to you and your a- 
bilities (hall never prefume to cenlure your pro¬ 
ceedings, until I am fully apprifed of the matter. 
Your Grace is looked upon here as altogether in 
Sf 2 the 
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the other party, which I do not allow when it is 
faid to me. I conceive you to follow the dictates 
of your reafon <«nd conlcience; and whoever does 
that will, in public management, often differ as 
well from one fide as another. 

As to ntyfelf I take Ireland to be the worft place 
to be in while the parliament fits, and probably I 
may think the fame of England in a month or two. 
I have tew obligations (further than perfonal 
friendlhip and civilities) to any party: I have no¬ 
thing to a Ik for but a little money to pay my debts, 
which I doubt they never will give me; and wan¬ 
ting wi dom to judge better. I follow thofe who, I 
think, are nv'ft for prelerving the conftitution in 
church and lla e, without examining whether they 
do lo from a pi inciple of virtue or of intereft. 

LETTER XXV. 

„ Dublin, tfov. 13, 1716, 

Mv Loro, 

r T' , Hi real on I never gave your Grace the trouble 
x of a letter was. becaufe it could only be a 
trouble without either entertainment or ufe ; for I 
am lo much out even of this little world, that I 
know not the commoneft occurrences in it ; nei¬ 
ther do 1 now write to your Grace upon any fort 
of butinefs, for I have nothing to afle but your 
bkffing and favourable thoughts ; only J conceiv¬ 
ed it ought not to be faid, that your Grace was le- 
veral months abfent in England, without one let¬ 
ter from the Dean to pay his refpeas. Mvfchemes 
are all circumici ibed by the cathedral, and "the liber¬ 
ties about it, where nothing of moment hath hap¬ 
pened fince your Grace left it, except the eleftion 
of Mr Chan .bet lain to St. Nicholas, which palled 
q lietly while I was abfent in the country. I am 
pure haling a glebe by the help of truftees, 
for the vicarage of Laracor; and I had vani¬ 
ty enough to defire it might be exprefled by a 
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claufe in the d:eds as one confidcration, that I had 
been /nftrumental in procuring the firft-fruits ; 
which was accordingly inserted ; but hints were gi¬ 
ven it would not pals. The then Bilhops of Offo* 
ry and ICiHalloo had, as I am told, a fum of mo¬ 
ney for their labour in that affair, who, upon my 
arrival at London, to negociate it, were one of 
them gone to Bith, and the other to Ireland : But 
it feemeth more reafonable to give Bilhops money 
for doing nothing, than a private clergyman 
thanks tor fucceeding where Bifhops have failed. 
I am only forry 1 was not a Bithop that I might at 
leaft have got money, ihe Tory clergy here feem 
ready for converfion, provoked by a parcel of ob- 
fcure zealots in London, who, as we hear, are fet* 
ting up a new church of England by themfelves. 
By our intelligence it feemeth to be a complication 
of as much folly, madnefs, hypocrify, and miftake, 
as ever was offered to the world. If it be under- 
flood fo on your fide, I cannot but think there 
would be a great opportunity of regarding the bo¬ 
dy of the clergy to the intereft of the court; who, 
if they were perfuaded by a few good words to 
throw eff their fears, could never think of the 
Pretender without horror, under whom it is ob¬ 
vious that thofe refiners would have the greateft 
credit, and confequently every thing be null fince 
the time of the revolution, and more havock made 
in a few months than the mofl delponding among 
the Tories can juflly apprehend from the prefent 
management in as many years. Thefe at leafl are, 
as I am told, the thoughts and reafonings of the 
high-church people among us: But whether a 
court, in the midft of ftrength and fecurity, will 
conceive it worth their while to cultivate the dif- 
pofirions of people in the dull, is out of my 
reach. 

The Bifhop of Dromore hath never been in 

town 
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town fince he went to his diocefe, nor doth he fay 
any thing of coming up. He is in good health. 

I was told a week or two ago, a confufed ftory 
of the anatomy le&urer at the college turned out 
by the Provoft *, and another put in his place. I 
know not the particulars, but am afiured he is 
blamed for it both by the Prince and y ur Grace. I 
take the Provoft to be a very honeft gentleman, pe^ 
fettly good-natured, and the leaft inclined to. (peak 
ill of others of almoft any perfon I have known He 
hath very good intentions, but the defect leemeth 
to be, that his views are fhort, various, and fud- 
den ; and l have realon to think, he hardly ever 
maketh ufe of any other counfcllor than himfelf. 
I talked to him of this matter fince it was done, 
and I think his anfwers fatisfied me ; bur I am an 
ill retainer of facls wherein 1 have no concern ; my 
humble opinion is, that it woul I be mu.h to his 
own eafe, and of theirs who diflike him, if he 
were put into another ftacion ; and if you will not 
afford him a biihopric, that you will let him iuc- 
ceed fome rich country-dean I dare be confident 
that the Provoft had no other end in changing that 
letturer, than a defign of improving anatomy as far 
as he could; for he would never have made fuch 
a ftep as chufing the Prince + Chancellor, but from 
a refolution of keeping as fair as he poffible couki 
with the prefent powers, in regard both to his eafe 
and his intereft; and in hopes of changing a poft, 
wherein, to fay the truth, he hath been ufed by 
judges and governois like any dog, and hath fuf- 
fered more by it in his health and honour than I, 
with his patrimonial eftate, would think it were 
worth. Here hath been one Whittingham, in an 
ordination fcrmon, calling the clergy a thoufand 
dumb dogs, and treating Epifcopacy as bad as 

* Rev, Dr. Frat% afterward Dean of Down. 

■f George Piince of Wales, afterwards King George If. 
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Boyfc * ; yet no notice at all fhall be taken of this, 
unleis to his advantage upon the next vacant bi¬ 
ll opric, and wagers are laid already, whether he 
or one Monk will be the man. But I forgot my-' 
ielf, and therefore fhall only add, that I am, with 
the greatelt reipedl and truth. 

My Lord, 

Your Grace’s mod dutiful, and 
Mod humble fervant, 

JON. SWIFT. 

*+4,4.44. •f.fr.M 1 **********^** ****+********* 

LETTER XXVI. 

Trim, Dec. 22, 1716. 

My Lord, 

I Have been here fome days to finifh the purchafe 
of a glebe for my country pariflt. I have pre¬ 
vailed on a gen-tleman to alienate twenty acres for 
200 l to be had from the trudees of the fird- 
fruits. He then fets me twenty-three acres more for 
py9 years. Upon thefe lad twenty acres, I am, by 
agreement, to lay out the faid 200 1. in building, 
and to give the gentleman immediately 55 1. out of 
my own pocket, and to pay him 14 1- p e> annum 
for ever, which is near the value of the whole 
forty acres; thefe lad twenty acres, after I have 
built and improved, I defign to leave my fucef- 
fors ; who will then have forty acres of good glebe, 
with houfe, gardens. 6 c. for 14 1. per annum. 
I reckon to lay out of my own money about 250 L 
and fo to be an humble imitator of your Grace, 
lengo intervallo. This expedient was a project of 

* An eminent diflenting teacher, minifter of Woodftreet meet¬ 
ing houfe in Doblin, who wrote fereral traft. in favour of diflen- 
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Dr. Raymond, minifter of this town, to deal with 
a Jew who would not lefien his rent roil to fave all 
the churches in Chriftendom ; Dr. Coghill, and 
every body eife, approves the thing, fmce it is a 
good bargain to the church, a better to the gentle¬ 
man, and only a bad one to myfelf; and I hope 
your Grace will have the fame thoughts. 

bince I came down here, I received the honour 
of a large, and therefore, an agreeable letter from 
your Grace of November 22. I have reafon to 
think myfelf hardly dealt with by thofe of the fide 
in power who ill not think I deferve any place in 
your good thoughts ; when they cannot but know, 
that while I was near the late minifiry, I was a 
common advocate for thofe they call the Whigs, 
to a degree, that a certain great minifter told me, I 
had always a Whig in my fieeve ; neither did I e- 
rer fail to interpofe in any cafe of merit or com- 

f >afiion, by which means feveral perfons in Eng- 
and, and fome in this kingdom, kept their em¬ 
ployments : For I cannot remember my Lord Ox¬ 
ford ever refufed me a requeft of that kind. And 
for the reft, your Grace may very wtll remember, 
that I had the honour of correfponding with you 
during the whole period, with fome degree of con¬ 
fidence. Becaufe I know your Grace had wifhed 
the fame things, but differed only in opinion about 
the hands that fhould afftft them ; it was on ac¬ 
count of this condudl, that certain warm creatures 
of this kingdom, then in London, and not un¬ 
known to your Grace, had the afiurance to give 
me broad hints that I was providing againft a 
change ; and I obferve thofe very men are now the 
nioft careful of all others to creep as far as they 
can out of harm’s way. 

The fyftem of new zealots, which your Grace ex¬ 
tracted, muft be very iuitable to my principles, who 
was always a Whig in politics. I have been told, that 
upon the death of the laft non-juring Bifhop, Dod- 
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well and his followers thought the fchifm at an 
end. My notion was, that thefe people begun to 
fet up again upon defpair of their caufe, by the re¬ 
bellion * being brought to an end, elfe their poli¬ 
tics are, if poffible, worfe than their divinity. Up¬ 
on the whole, it is clear that the game is intirely in 
the hands of the King and his minifters, and I am 
extremely glad of your Grace’s opinion, that it will 
be played as it ought: Or, if we mull fuller for a 
name, however, I had rather be devoured by a 
lion than a rat. 

That maxim of the injuring perfon never for¬ 
giving the perfon injured, is, I believe, true in 
particular, but not of communities. I cannot but 
fuppafe that the clergy thought there were fome 
hardships and grounds for fears, otherwife they 
muft be very wicked, or very mad ; to fay more 
Would be to enter into difpute upon a party-fub- 
jedt: A dog or a horfe knoweth when he is kindly 
treated ; and befides a wife adminilfration will en¬ 
deavour to remove the vain, as well as the real 
fears of thofe they govern. 

I faw the provoft yefterday in this neighbour¬ 
hood, and had fome little talk with him upon the 
occaiion of the Bifhop of Killalla’s death ; I be¬ 
lieve he would accept of the deanry of Derry, if 
Dr. Bolton the Dean (hould be promoted ; but I 
faid nothing of it to him; I believe he hath wrote 
to Mr. Molineux f, I find, fince he cannot be 
trufted with a bifhopric, that he defires to leave 
his ftation with as good a grace as he can ; and 
that it may not be thought that what he fhall get 
is only to get rid of him. 1 faid in general, that 
fuch a circumftance, as things ftood, was hardly 

* The rebellion in Scotland, in the year 1715, in favour of the 
Pretender. 

f Samuel Molineaux, Efq; a gentleman of great abilities and large 
property in Ireland, fecreiary to the Prince of Wales, Chancellor ot 
the univerfity of Dublin. 
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worth the quiet of a man’s whole life, and fo wtf 
parted, only with telling him I intended to write 
to your Grace in anfwcr to a letter I had from 
you. 

*********************** ******** ***** 
LETTER XXVII. 

London, March p, 1716 17. 

My Lor&, 

T Had yefterday the honour of a letter from your 
Grace, wherein you firft mention Mr. Dun¬ 
can’s accident, who, as it falls out, is quite reco¬ 
vered, and they lay is fince better of his afthma : 
I believe whenever he ieth, f (hall be in fome dif¬ 
ficulties, although I am wholly indifferent who 
may fucceed him, provided he may be a deferving 
perfon ; unlefs I might fay, that my inclinations 
are a little turned to oblige Mr. Dopping * on ac¬ 
count of his brother, for whom I have always had 
a very great efteem.- It will be impofhble for me 
to carry any point agaipft that great majority of the 
chapter, who are lure ^o oppole me whenever par¬ 
ty interferes ; and in thole cafes, I lhall be very 
ready to change my nomination, only chufing thole 
I leal! diflike among Inch as they will con lent to ; 
wherein I hope i lhall have your Grace’s approba¬ 
tion. 

About a week ago, I wrote to your Grace in 
relation to the provoft f. My Lord Bifhop of 
Dromore, Dr. Coghill, and I, were yefterday ti¬ 
ling our rhetoric to no purpofe.—The topic he per¬ 
petually adheres to, is, that the court offers him a 
deanry; becaul'e they look upon him as a man they 
cannot truft, which, he fays, affccleth his reputa- 

* Dr. Anthony Dopping, aftcrwaids Bifhop of Off ry. 

* Dr, Pratt, 

tion. 
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tion. That he profefleth to be as true to the pre- 
fent King, as any perfon in employment: That he 
hath always (hewn himfelf fo : To at he was facri- 
iked by the Tories in the late reign, on account of 
the difpute in the college and other matters : That 
he publicly argues and appears againft the lame 
party now upon a'l occaflons ; and expecleth as 
little' favour from them, if ever they fliould come 
into power, as any man now in employment. As 
to any hints dropped to him, of any danger 01 un 
ealinefs from parliament or vjtitation, he dedareth 
himfelf perfe&ly fafe and ealy ; and if it might noc 
aftect the fociety, he ihould be glad of Inch in¬ 
quiries, in order to vindicate himfelf : That he 
Ihould like the deanrv of Down full as well, and 
perhaps better than the bilhopric of Dromore, 
provided the deanrv was given him in fuch a man¬ 
ner, and with fame mark of favour or approba¬ 
tion, that the world would not think he was dri 
yen into it as a man whom the King could not 
trult; and if any fuch method could bethought on, 
he would readily accept it. That he is veiy lenli- 
ble he ihould be much happier in the other llation, 
and much richer, and, which weighs with him 
more, that it would be much for the prefent in- 
terell: of the college to be under another head: 
But that the lenfe of his own lofs of credit prevails 
with him aboye all confiderations; and that he 
hopeth in fome time to convince the world, and 
the court too, that he hath been altogether mifre- 

prefentecL # , 

This is the fum of his reafoning, by all I could 
gather after Feveral conversations with him both 
alone and with fome of his bed friends, who all 
differ from him, as he allows moft of his acquain¬ 
tance do. I am no judge of what conlequence his 
removal may be to the lerviceof the college, or ot 
any favours to be ihown it. But I believe it would 
fee no difficult matter to find a temper in this af- 

rn _ fni’ • 
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fair: For inftance, (I (peak purely my own 
thoughts), if the Prince would gracioully pleaie to 
lend a favourable meffage by his fecretary to offer 
him the deanry, in fuch a manner as might anfwer 
the provoft s difficulty, I cannot but think your 
Grace might bring luch a thing about : Eut that I 
humbly leave to your Grace. 

My Lord Bifhop of Dromore received letters 
yefterday from your Grace, and the Biffiop of 
Derry, with an account of his fucceeding to Clog- 
her, of which I am fure all parties will be exceed¬ 
ing glad. 

I wiffi your Grace a good journey to the Bath, 
and a firm eftablifhment of your health there. 

I am, with the greatefl refpeft. 

My Lord, 

Your Grace's 
Moft dutiful, and 
Moft humble fervant, 

J. SWIFT. 

Not knowing but your Grace might be gone to the 
Bath, 1 have mentioned fomething of the Pro- 
voft’s affairs in a letter this poll to my Lord 
Bilhop of Derry, 

letter XXVIII. 

- Dublin, March 22, 1717. 

My Lord, ‘ 

yOUR Grace’s letter was a long time before it 
reached me; for I was leveral weeks in the 
country difpatching the affair of the glebe, which, 

however. 
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however, Is not yet quite finifhed. Your Grace 
doth rightly conceive the nature of my purchaie, 
and that I am likely to be 200 1. poorer tor it, only 
I fhall endeavour to lofe by degrees, which is all I 
have for it. I fhall endeavour, as much as I can, 
to prevent the evil you forefee of my fucceflbrs 
negledting my improvements, and letting them all 
go to ruin. I fhall take the belf advice 1 can, and 
leave them to be fools as well as knaves if they do 
fo: For I fhall make fo many plantations and 
hedges, that the land will let for double the value; 
and after all, I muff leave iomething to fortune. 

As to what your Grace mentions of a practice 
in the late reign, of engaging people to come into 
the Queen’s meafures, i have a great deal to fay on 
that fubjedt, not worth troubling you with at pre- 
font, further than that I am confident thole who 
pretend to fay mod: of it, arc confcious their 
accufation is wrong: But I never love myfelf lo 
little as when 1 differ from your Grace ; nor do I 
believe I ever fhall do it, but where I am mailer of 
the fadl, and your Grace hath it only by report. 

I have been fpeaking much to theProvoil about 
the deanry of Derry, or whatever other employ¬ 
ment under a bilhopric may be deilgned him upon 
thefe promotions. I find Dr, Coghiil * hath been 
upon the fame fubjcdl with him, but he is abfolutely 
pofitive to take nothing lefs at prefent; and his ar¬ 
gument is, that whatever fhall be given him now, 
beneath the Ration his predeceffors were called to, 
will be a mark of his lying under the difpleafure of 
the court, and that lie' is not to be truffed ; where¬ 
as he looketh upon himfclf to have acted with prin¬ 
ciples as loyal to the prefent government, as any 
the King employs. He doth not feem to difhke ei«* 

• Marmaduke Coghiil, L. L. D. judge of the prerogative court, 
afterwards a Privy-Counlellor, Cfcfcncellar wi the Exchequer, and a 
pommi (lionet of the revenue. 
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rher the deanries of Derry or Down, but Is per¬ 
suaded, it will refledt upon his reputation; and, 
unlel's it could be contrived that he might have 
iome mark of favour and approbation along with 
Such a preferment, I believe your Grace may be 
afiured he will not accept it. I only repeat what 
he fays to me, and what I believe he will adhere 
to. 

For my own part, who am not fo refined, I 
gave my opinion that he lliould take what was 
given him ; but his other friends differ from me, 
and for ought I know, they may be in the right; 
and if the court thinketh it of confequence, that 
the prefent Provoft Should be lemoved, I am not 
Sure but a way may be found out of Saving his ere? 
<-1 it, which is all he Seemeth to require ; although 
I am confident, that if he were a bifhop, the go¬ 
vernment might be very fecure of him, Since he 
feemeth wholcly fallen out with the Tories, and 
the Tories with him ; and I do not know any man, 
who in common converfation talketh with more 
zeal for the prefent eftabliiliment, and againft all 
oppofers of it than he. The only thing he defireth 
at prefent in his difcourling with me is, that no 
propofal of a deanry Should be at all made to him, 
but that he may go on as he is, until further judg¬ 
ment ihall be made of him by his future condudl. 

I thought it proper to fay thus much to your 
Grace, becaufe I did not know whether you and he 
perfectly underhood each other. 

I hear your Grace intends this fpring for the 
Bath. I ihall pray, for the good of the church, 
that you may then eftablifh your health. 

I am, with the greateft refpeft, 

Your Grace’s mod dutiful, 

And mod humble fervant, 

J. SWIFT. 
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Among other things the Provoft argued, that Dr 
Foftcr was promoted to a bifhopvic from being 
a fellow ; and therefore he muft conclude,^ thac 
offering him a lefs preferment, is a mark of dii- 
pleafdre, with which circumftatice he is deter¬ 
mined not to leave his prelent ffation.' 

44..*4**+*********f * 

LETTER XXIX. 

Magherlyn , May 1. 1717. 

My Lord, 

^yOUR G1 ace’s letter of March 23. was brought 
J- to me at Trim, where I went a month ago to 
finifli my leafe and purchafc for my country- parifh. 
In fome days after, I met my Lord Bifhop of 
Clogher at Drogheda by appointment; we went 
together to Clogher, where he was enthroned, and 
after three days came to this place, where his 
Lordfhip is fettling every thing againft the coming 
of the new Bifhop, who is expe&ed here next 
week. My great bulinefs at Clogher was to feduce 
his Lordfhip to lay out 2000 1 . in a nevy houfe, 
and for that end we rode about to find a fituatiom 
I know not whether l fhall prevail, for he hath a 
hankering after making additions to the old one, 
which I will never conlcnt to, and had rather he 
would leave all to the generofny of a iucceflbr. 
My notion is, that when a Bifhop with good dilpo- 
litions happens to arile, it fhould be every man s 
bufmefs to cultivate them. It is no ill age that 
produceth two fuch ; and, therefore, if 1 had cre¬ 
dit with your Grace, and his Lordfhip, it fhould 
be all employed in puthing you both upon \v0rk3 
of public good, without the leaf! mercy to your 
pains or your purles. An expert tradefinen makes 
a few of his bed cuftomcrs anfwer not only for 

thofe 
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thofe whom he gets little or nothing by, but for 
all who die in his debr. 

I will fuppofe your Grace hath heard of Mr. 
Duncan s death. I am fure I have heard nothing 
of it by a great increafe of difintcrefted correfpon- 
d-nrs ever iince. It is well I am at free coft for 
board and lodging, elfe portage would have un¬ 
done me. 1 have returned no anfwer to any, and 
fhall be glad to proceed with your Grace’s appro¬ 
bation, which is lefs a compliment, becaufe I be¬ 
lieve my chapter are of opinion I can hardly pro¬ 
ceed without it. I defire only two things; firff, 
that thofe who call themfclves my friends may have 
no reafon to reproach me ; and the fecond, that 
in the couiie of this matter I may have fomethini* 
to difpofe of to fome one l willi well to. 

Some weeks before Mr. Duncan’s death, his 
brother-in-law Mr. Lawfon, minirter of Galtrim, 
went for England by Mr. Duncan’s confent, to 
apply for an adjoining living, called Kilmore, in 
Duncan's poflefiion, and now in the crown by his 
death. I know not his fuccefs, but heartily wifli. 
if it be intended for him, that the matter might 
take another turn. That Mr. Warren, who is 
landord of Galtrim, might have that living, and 
Kilmore adjoining, both not 150 1. and Mr. Law- 
ion to go down to Mr. Warren's living, in Ciogher 
diocefe, worth about 200 1. But this is all at ran¬ 
dom, becaufe I know not whether Kilmore mky 
not be already difpofied of, for I heard it is in 
your Grace’s turn. 

I heard lately from the Provoft* who talked of 
being in the North in a month ; but our Dublin 
account is, that they know not when thedeanry is td 
be given him. I do not find any great joy in either 
party, on account of the perfon * who, it is fup- 

* Rev. Dr. Richard Baldwin, who died in September 1759. 
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pofed, will fucceed him. The wrong cuftom of 
making that poft the next ftep to a bifhopric, 
hath been, as your Grace fays, of ill confequence ; 
and although, as you add, it gives them no rank, 
yet they think fit to take it, and make no fcruple 
of preceding, on all occafions, the beft private 
cleryman in the kingdom, which is a trifle of great 
confequence when a man’s head is poiTefled with 
it. 

I pray God preferve your Grace for the good of 
the church and the learned world ; and for the hap- 
pinefs of thofe whom you are pleafed to honour 
With your friendfhip, favour, or protection. I beg 
your Grace’s blefling, and remain, with the great- 
eft truth and refpedf. 

My Lord, 

Your Grace’s 
Moft dutiful, 

And moft humble fervant, 

JON. SWIFT. 

LETTER XXX, 

GaUJiown , near Klnnegad^ Sept. 28. 1721. 

My Lord, 

I HAD the honour of your Grace’s letter the firft: 

inftant; and although I thought it my duty to 
be the laft writer in correfponding with your 
Grace, yet I know you are fo punctual, that if I 
fhould write fooner, it would only be the occafion 
of giving you a new trouble before it ought, in con¬ 
fidences be put upon you. Befides, I was in lome 
pain that your letter of bepr. 1. was not the firft 
you had writ, becaufe about ten days after a friend 
lent me word that your Grace faid you had writ to 
rhe fix weeks before, and had no anfwer $ whereas 
Vol. XI. U u I can 
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I can affine your Grace, that I received but onfc 
from you, nor had I reafon to expe£t it, ha¬ 
ving not done myfelf the honour to write to you 
before. I will tell you the fecret of dating my let- 
* CI > I was in fear left the poft ftiould be gone, and 
io left a blank, and wifely huddled it up without 
thinking of the date ; but we country gentlemen are 
frequently guilty of greater blunders ; and in that 
article I grow more perfect every day. 

I believe you ferioufly, that you will take care of 
vour health to prevent a fucceffor; that is to fay, I 
believe you tell truth in jeft ; for I know it is not the 
value of that life makes you defire to live, and am 
an aid the world is much of your mind ; for it is 
out of regard to the public, or fome of themfelves, 
more than upon your own account, that they wifi! 
your continuance amongft us. 

It feems you are a greater favourite of the Lieu¬ 
tenant s * than you care to own, for w’e hear that 
he killed but two bucks, and lent you a prefent of 


o.ie 


I hear you are like to be the foie oppofer of the 
bank f, and you will certainly mifcarry, becaufe it 
•would prove a rnoff perfidious thing. Bankrupts 
are always for fetting up banks ; how then can you 
think a bank will fail of a majority in both 
lioufes ! 

. You are very perverfe, my Lord, in mifinterpet- 
mg the ladies favour, as if you muff die to obtain it • 
I allure you it is.dire&ly contrary, and if you die’ 
you will lofe their favour for ever ; I am com¬ 
manded to tell you fo ; and, therefore, at the peril 
of y our life, and of their good graces, look to your 
health. 


* Charles Duke of Grafion. 

i At this time there was a fchcme for a natioi al bank, which 
was rejected by parJiauKnr. 

I bsar 
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I hear the Bifhop of Bangor J, defpairing of do¬ 
ing any good with you, hath taken up with Here¬ 
ford. I am a plain man, and would be glad at 
any time to fee fifty fuch bilhops hanged, if 1 could 
thereby have faved the life of his predeceifor, tor 
whom I had a great efteem and friendfhip, I do 
not much approve the compliments made you by 
comparifons drawn from good and bad Emperors, 
becaufe the intereft falls lhort on both tides. If 
Julian had immediately fucceeded Conitantine, it 
would have been more to the purpofe. Sir James 
of the Peak faid to Bouchier, the gamefter, Sirrah , 
I Jhall look better than you , when I have been a month 
in my grave. A great man in England was blam¬ 
ing me for defpifing fomebody or other; I allured 
him I did not at all defpife the man he men¬ 
tioned, that I was not fo liberal of my contempt, 
nor would beftow it where there was not fome de¬ 
gree of merit. Upon this principal, I can fee no 
proper ground of oppofition between your Grace 
and that wretch of Bangor. I have read indeed, 
that a dog was once made King of Norway, but I 
forget who was his predecefTor; and therefore am 
a lofs for the other part of the comparifon. 

I am afraid the clatter of ladies tongues is no 
very good cure for a giddinefs in the head. When 
your Grace (as you lay) was young, as I am not, 
the ladies were better company, or you more ealily 
pleafed. I am perpetually reproaching them for 
cheir ignorance, affectation, impertinence, (but my 
paper will not hold all *) except Lady Betty Roch- 
fort, your old acquaintance. 

I own my head and your Grace’s feet would be 
ill joined ; but give me your head and take my feet, 
and match us in the kingdom if you can. 

J Dr Benjamin Hoadly. 

* ■- Quae plurima menti 

Fceminae natura dedic. 

U u 2 


My 
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My Lord, I row after health like a waterman, 
and ride after it like a poftbov, and find fome little 
fucceis ; but fubeunt morbi , trijlijque fencclus. I 
have a receipt to which you are a ftranger; my 
Lord Oxford and Mr. Prior ufed to join with me 
in taking it; to whom I often faid, when we were 
two hours diverting ourfelves with trifles, vive la 
bagatelle . I am io deep among the workmen at 
Mi. Rochfort s canals and lakes, fo dextrous at 

the oar, fuch an alderman after the hare- 

I am juft now told from fome news-papers, that 
one of the King’s enemies, and my excellent friend 
Mr Prior, is dead; I pray God deliver me from 
any fuch trials. I am neither old nor philofopher 
enough to be indifferent at fo great a lofs ; and* 
therefore, I abruptly conclude, but with the greateft 
refpedt, 

My Lord, 

Your Grace’s 
Moft dutiful, and 
Obedient fervant, 

JON. SWIFT. 


LETTER XXXI. 


My Lord, 

M R - Chetwood * intends to deliver in a petition 
to the government to day, and entreated me 
to fpeak to your Grace before he delivered it, which 
not having an opportunity to do, I make bold to 
mclofe this letter, which your Grace may pleafe to 


* 5 *^ Chetwood, Efqj who had very good pretentions to an 
Englifh peerage: for which he prefented feveral memorials, but to 

AO puipO^e. 


read ; 
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read; and is the fubftance of what he defired me 
to fay. 

I am, with the greateft refpeft, 

My Lord, 

Your Grace’s mod: dutiful, 
Deanry-houfe, And molt humble fervant, 

Feb.22. 17223, _ J. SWIFT. 

LETTER XXXII. 

My Lord, 

V" OUR Grace will have recived, before this 
comes to your hands, an account of the 
Primate’s death f, who died yefterday at twelve 
o’ clock at noon. He had left off fpitting for 
about ten days before, and the want of that is 
thought to have been the immediate caufe of his 
death, although he eat heartily until the two laff 
days. He hath left the Bifhop of Kildare *, and 
his fteward Mr. Morgan, his executors, who were 
both out of town ; but I fuppofe are fent for. 
Some who formerly belonged to him think he has 
left 40,000 1. others report he died poor. 

The vogue is, that your Grace will fucceed him, 
if you pleafe ; but I am too great a flranger to 
your prefent iituation at court to know what to 
judge. But if there were virtue enough, I could 
wilh your Grace would accept the offer, if it fliould 
be made you Becaufe I would have your name 
left to pofterity among the Primates ; and, becaufe 
entering into a new ftation, is entering after a fort 
on a new leafe of life; and becaufe it might be 
hoped, that your Grace would be advifed with a- 

+ Dr. Lindfjv, who was fuccceded by Dr. Eoulyer, Bifhop of 

Brittol. 

• Dr. Ellis. 
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bout a fucceflor; and bccaufe that diocefe would 
require your Grace's ability and fpirit to reform it ; 

and becaufe-but I fhould never be at an end if 

I were ro number up the rcafons why I would have 
your Grace in the higheft Rations the crown can 
give you. 

I found all the papers in the cabinet relating to 
Dr. Stephen’s hofpital, and, therefore, I brought 
them home to the deanry. I opened the ca¬ 
binet in the prefence of Mr. Bouhereau f, 
and faw one paper, which proved a bank-note for 
5 co 1. the greatneis of the fum ftartled me, but I 
found it belonged to the fame hofpital ; I was in 
pain becaufe workmen were in the room and about 
the houfe ; I therefore went this morning to Sr. 
Sepulchre’s, and in the prefence of Mrs. Green 
I took away the note, and have fecured it in my 
cabinet, leaving her my receipt for it, and am very 
proud to find that a ferip under my hand will pal's 
for 500 1. I wilh your Grace a good journey to 
the eftablifhment of your health, and am, with the 
greateft refpecl, 


My Lord, 


July 14. 1724* 


Your Grace’s 
Moft dutiful 
Dublin, And moft 1 


And moft humble fervanr, 

JON. SWIFT, 


■+ A French Clergyman. 
t The Archbilhop’s houfekeeper. 
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To the READER. 

J N or about the year 1731, Mr. IVogan , a 
gentlman of an antient and good family in Ire - 
land, fcnt a prefent of a cafe of Spanifij Caffcda -wine 
to the Dearie alfo a crimfon velvet bag , with gold and 
filk firings, in which were inclofed a paraph r afe on the 
feven penitential P films of David, and feveral original 
pieces in verfe and proj'e, dedicated to the Rev. Dr. 
Swift , D. S. P. D. whom he never fiiw. This Mr. 

IVogan was a gentleman of great bravery and courage , 
and difiinguijbed himfelf in feveral battles and fieges. 
He was appointed , by the Chevalier de St. George , in 
the year 1718, to take the Prince/s Sobicfei , (grand¬ 
daughter of the famous James Sobicfei, King of Po¬ 
land, who raifed the fiege of Vienna ) to whom he was 
married by proxy in Poland, who , in her journey to 
Rome , was , by order of the Imperial Court , made a 
prifoner in Tyroll , and clofely confined in the cafile of 
Infpruck for feme time, when Mr. IVogan undertook to 
feet her at liberty , and bring her feafe to Rome, which he 
effectually perf rmed , by bringing her through all the 
guards: for which dangerous and gallant fervice , he 
was made a Roman Knight , which was an honour that 
was not conferred on a foreigner for many centuries be - 
fore. This gentleman , foon after went into the fer- 
vice of Spain , where he got a government and other 
military commands , and difiinguijbed himfelf in many 
engagements , being well known all over Europe by the 
name of Chevalier , or Sir Charles IVogan. 


The 
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The Answer of the Reverend Dr. Jonathan 
Swift, Dean of St. Patrick’s, Dublin, to the 
author Sir Charles Wogan, an officer of 
diitin&ion in the fervice of the King of Spain. 

S I R, 

T Received your packet at leaft two months age* 
and took all this time not only to conllder it ma¬ 
turely mvfeif, but to fhew it to the few judicious 
friends I have in this kingdom. We all agreed 
that the writer was a fcholar, a man of genius, 
and of honour. We guefled him to have been born 
in this country from lome paflages, but not from 
the ftyle, which we are furprifed to find fo correct 
in an exile, a foldicr, and a native of Ireland. 
The hiltory of yourfelf, although part of it be 
employed in your praife and importance, we did 
not dillike, becaufe your intention was to be whole- 
lv unknown, which circumftance exempts you 
from any charge of vanity. However, although 
I am utterly ignorant of prefent perfons and things, 

I have made a fhift, by talking in general with 
feme perfons, to find out your name, vour em¬ 
ployments, and fome of your actions, with the ad¬ 
dition of fuch a character, as would give full cre¬ 
dit to more than you have faid (I mean of yourfelf) 
in the dedicatory epiftie. 

You will pardon a natural curiofity on this oc- 
cafion, efpecially when 1 began with lo little, that 
I did not fo much as untie the ftrings of the 
bag for five days after I received it, conclud¬ 
ing it mu ft have come from fome Irifh friar 
in Spain, filled with monaftic (peculations, of 
which I have feen lome in my life, little expelling 
ahiftory, a dedication, a poetical tranflation of the 
penitential pfalins, Latin poems, and the like, and 
ail from a loldier. In thefe kingdoms you would 

be 
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be a moft unfafhionable military man, among 
troops where the leaft pretenfion to learning or 
piety, or common morals, would endanger the 
owner to be cafhiered. Although I have no great 
regard for your trade, from the judgement I make 
of thofe who profefs it in thefe kingdoms, yet I 
,-cannot but highly efteem thofe gentleman of Ire¬ 
land, who with all the difadvantages of being 
exiles and ftrangers, have been able to diftinguifh 
themfelves by their valour and conduct in fo many 
parts of Europe, I think, above all other nations; 
which ought to make the Englilh afhamed of the 
reproaches they caft on the ignorance, the dulnefs, 
ar.d the want of courage in the Irilh natives; thofe 
defects, wherever they happen, arifing only from 
the poverty and flavery they fuffer from their in* 
human neighbours, and the bale corrupt fpirits of 
loo many of the chief gentry, &c. By fuch events 
as thefe, the very Grecians are grown ilavifh, ig¬ 
norant, and fuperftitious. I do affert that from 
feveral experiments 1 have made in travelling over 
both kingdoms, I have found the poor cottagers 
here, who could fpeak our language, to have a 
much better natural tafte for good fenfe, humour 
and raillery, than ever I obferved among people 
of the like fort in England. But the millions of 
opprc-ffions they lie under, the tyranny of their 
landlords, the ridiculous zeal of their priefts, and 
the general mifery of the whole nation, have been 
enough to damp the beft fpirits under the fun. I 
return to your packet. 

Two or three poetical friends of mine have read 
your poems with very good approbation, yet we 
all agree feme corrections may be wanting, and a^ 
the lame time we are at a lois how to venture on 
fuch a work. One gentleman ot your own coun¬ 
try, name, and family, who could do it beft, is a 
little too lazy ; but however foinething fhall oe 
done and fubmitted to you. I have been only 
Vol. XI. X x a man 
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a man of rhimes, and that upon trifles, never hav¬ 
ing written ferious couplets in my life ; yet never 
any without a moral view. However, as an ad¬ 
mirer of Milton, I will read yours as a critic, and 
make objections, where I find any thing that 
fhould be changed. Your directions about pu¬ 
blishing the epiftle and the poetry, will be a point 
offome difficulty. They cannot be printed here 
with the leaft profit to the author’s friend in di- 
ftrefs Dublin bookfellers have not the leaft no¬ 
tion of paying for a copy. Sometimes things are 
printed here by fubfeription. but they go on fo 
heavily, that few or none make it turn to account. 
In London it is otherwife ; but even there the au¬ 
thors muft be in vogue, or, if not known, be dif- 
covered by the ftyle, or the work muft be fome 
thing that hits the tafte of the public, or what is 
recommended by the prefiding men of genius. 

When Milton firft publifhed his famous poem, 
the firft edition was very long going ofF; few ei¬ 
ther read, liked, or underftood it; and it gained 
ground merely by its merit. Nothing but an un¬ 
certain ftate of my health (caufed by a difpofition 
to giddinels, which although lefs violent, is more 
conftant) could have prevented my paffing this 
fummer into England to fee my friends, who hour¬ 
ly have expeCted me : in that cafe I could have 
managed this affair myfelf, and would have rea-' 
dily confented that my name fhould have flood at 
length before your epiftle ; and by the caprice of 
the world, thatcircumftance might have been of ufe 
to make the thing known ; and confequently better 
an l wer the charitable part of your defign, by inciting 
people’s curiofity. And in fuch a cafe I would 
h ve writ a Ihort acknowledgment of your letter, 
and publifhed it in the next page after your e- 
piftle; but giving you no name, nor confeffing 
my conjecture of it. This ichcme I am ft.ill upon* 

as. 
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as Toon as my health permits me to return to Eng¬ 
land *. 

As I am conjeftured to have generally dealt in 
raillery and fatirc, both in prole and verfe, if that 
conjecture be right, although fuch an opinion hath 
been an abfolute bar to my riling in the world; yet 
that very world muft fuppofe, that I followed what 
I thought to be my talent, and charitable people 
will fuppofe I had a delign to laugh the follies of 
mankind out of countenance ; and as often to 
lalh the vices out of practice. And then it will 
be natural to conclude, that I have fome partiality 
for fuch kind of writing, and favour it in others. 
I think you acknowledge, that in fome time of 
your life you turned to the rallying part; but I 
find at prefent your genius runs whoiely into the 
grave and fublime, and therefore I find you lels in¬ 
dulgent to my way, by your dillike of the Beggar's 
opera, in the perfons particularly of Polly Peachum 
and Macheath; whereas we think it a very fevere 
fatire upon the moft pernicious villainies of man¬ 
kind. And fo you are in danger of quarrelling 
with the fentiments of Mr. Pope, Mr. Gay, the 
author, Dr. Arbuthnot, myfelf, Dr. Young, and 
all the brethren whom we own. Dr. Young is 
the graved among us, and yet his fatires have 
many mixtures of fharp raillery. At the lame 
time you judge very truly, that the taile of Eng¬ 
land is infamoufly corrupted by (holes of wretches 
who write for their bread ; and therefore I had 
reafon to put Mr. Pope on writing the poem, called 
the Du nci ad ; and to hale thofe fcoundreis out of 
their obfeurity, by telling their names at length, 
their works, their adventures, fometimes their 

lodgings, and their lineage > not with A-’s and 

B-’s, according to the old way, which would 

be unknown in a few years. 

* The laft timethe Dean was in England was in the year 1727. 
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As to your blank verfe, it hath too often fallen 
into the lame vile hands of late. One Thomfon a 
ocotfman, hath lucceeded the beft in that way, in 
four poems he hath written on the four feafons : yet 
lam not over-fond of them, becaufe they are all de- 
fcription, and nothing is doing; whereas Milton 
cngageth me in aftions of the higheft importance, 

Modo me Roma, modo ponit Athenis. 


and yours on the feven pfalms, &c. have fome ad- 
vantage that way. 

You fee Pope, Gay, and I, ufe all our endea¬ 
vours to make folks merry and wife, and profels 
to have no enemies except knaves and fools. I con¬ 
fers myfelf to be exempted from them in one ar¬ 
ticle, which was engaging with a miniftry to pre¬ 
vent, if poffible, the evils that have over-run the 
nation; and my foolifh zeal in endeavouring to 
fave this wretched ifland. Wherein, though I 
lucceeded abfolutely in one important article* • yet 
even there I loft all hope of favour from thofe in 
power here, and difobliged the court of England, 
and have m twenty years drawn above one\hou- 
land fcurrilous libels on mvfelf, without any other 
recompence than the love of the Irifh vulgar, and 
two or three dozen fign-pofts of the drapier in this 
city, befides thofe that are fcattered in country- 
towns, and even thefe are half worn out. So that 
whatever little genius God hath given me, I may 
juftly pretend to have been the worft manager of it 
to my own advantage of any man upon earth. 

*?. 2.3 What I have above written hath long 
am by me, that I might confider further : but I 
have been partly out of order, and partly plagued 
witha lawful t often years ftanding, and 1 doubt 
very ill clofed up, although it concerns two thirds 
or my little fortune. Think whether fuch periods 


* Againft Wood's copper halfpence. See the Drapicrs letters. 
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•f life are proper to encourage poetical or philofo- 
phical fpeculations. 

I fhall not therefore tire you any longer, but with 
great acknowledgment for the diltin&ion you pleafe 
to fhow me, delire to be always thought, with 
great truth and a mod particular efteem, 

S I R, 

Your mod: obedient, 

And obliged Servant, 
J. SWIFT. 

We have fometimes editions printed here of books 
from England, which I know not whether you 
are in a way of getting. I will name fome below, 
and if you approve of any, I fhall willingly in- 
creafe your library ; they are fmall, confequently 
more portable in your marches, and which is 
more important, the prefent will be cheaper for 
me. 


Dr. Young’s Satires. 
Mr. Gay’s Works. 
Mr. Pope’s Works. 
Pope’s Dunciad. 


Gay’s Fables. 

Art of Politics, and 
fome other Trifles in 
Verfe, 6 c. 
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Dr. KING, 


Lord Primate and Archbishop of Dubi ;n. 

************************+*********** 

A very friendly correfpondence having been carried 
on for many 'years between Dr. King, Arckbifhop 
of Dublin, and Dr. Swift, D. S. P. D.itmo . be 
proper to prefix fome account of his Grace before 
the following letters , for which we fjall make no 
apology. 

VWILLIAM K!\ T G was born at Antrim the firft 
” day or May T650, and was descended from 
an antient family of the Duke of Burras in the 
North of- Scotland, from whence his father Te¬ 
rn ved in the reign of King Charles I. to avoid en¬ 
gaging in the folemn league and covenant; brought 
his effefts, and fettled his family in the north of 
Ireland, where the above William was born, and 
had the pieafure of living to fee his Ion promoted 
to the bifhopric of Derry. 

In 1662, he was fent to a Larin fchool in the 
county of Tyrone* and the c8rh of April J667, 
entered the university of Dublin. In 1670, he 

took 
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took the degree of Bachelor of Arts; in 1673, 
that of Matter; and the fame year, was ordained a 
Deacon, by Dr. Moffiim, Bifhop of Derry. On 
the 26th of April 1674, he was ordained a Prieft 
by Dr. John Parker, Archbifhop of Tuam. In 
1688, he was conttituted Prelident of the Chapter 
of St. Patrick’s, Dublin ; and on the 26th of Ja¬ 
nuary following, was elefted Dean by the Chapter. 
In 1689, he took his degree of Dr. of Divinity. 
He was promoted to the Bifhopric of Derrv on the 
qth of January O. S. 1690, and was confecrated in 
Chritt Church, Dublin, the 2 5th of the faid month. 
Upon the promotion of Dr. Narciffus Marfh, 
Archbifhop of Dublin, to the Archbifhopric of 
Armagh, Dr. King was tranflated from Derry to 
the fee of Dublin, the nth of March 1702. His 
Grace, in the reign of George I. was four differ¬ 
ent times one of the Lords Juttices of Ireland, for 
liis great loyalty and attachment to the Proteftant 
religion, and the houfe of Hanover. He died at 
the archiepifcopal palace at St. Sepulcher’s, Dub¬ 
lin, on the bth of May 1729, having entered into 
the 86th year of his age, and was buried on the 
north lide of Donnybrook church, near Dublin, 
without any monument, tomb, or infeription, as 
he had dire&ed in his lifetime 

His private charities were very ample and con- 
fiderable ; but fo cautioufly and fecretly difperfed, 
that it is impoffible to give a particular account of 
them. After he was tranflated to the fee of Dub¬ 
lin, he repaired and adorned the palace of St. Se¬ 
pulchre s, which was in a ruinous condition, by 
expending above 3000 1. on improvements, and e- 
redted a court-houfe for his archiepifcopal manor 
at his own charge. He purchafed from the late 
Lord Rofs, and others, many impropriate tithes, 
to add to the livings of the clergy in his dioccfe, to 
make them glebes, and for ledturefliips. 


He 
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He gave in his lifetime 500 1. to the Univerfity 
of Dublin, towards founding a divinity ledlure for 
the benefit of thofe who intended to enter into ho¬ 
ly orders i and devifed 500 1. more to purchafe a 
further maintenance and endowment for the faid 
ie&ure. He alfo devifed 150 1 . to the poor of the 
city of Dublin. He gave 500 l. in his lifetime, to 
the Blue-Coat hofpital in Dublin, and 300 1 . to the 
fund arifing from the application of the firft- fruits, 
for purchaung glebes and impropriate tithes for the 
incrcafe of poor vicarages. 

His hofpitality was fuitable to the dignity of his 
character and Ration, and the whole courfe of his 
conversation innocent, chearful, and improving; 
for he lived in the conftant practice of every Chrif- 
rian virtue that could adorn a public, or private 
life. 

In 1687, Peter Manby, Dean of Londonderry, 
having publiflud at Dublin, in quarto, a pamph¬ 
let. intitled, The confide ratio ns which obliged Peter 
Manby , Dean of Londonderry , to embrace the Catho¬ 
lic religion ; humbly dedicated to his Grace Dr . Fran¬ 
cis Mdrjb , the Lord Primate of Ireland: Dr. King 
immediately wrote an anfwer, Mr. Manby, en¬ 
couraged by the court, and affifted by the mod 
learned champions of the Church of Rome, pub- 
liihed a reply under this title, A reformed Catechifm, 
in two Dialogues , concerning the Engtife Reforma - 
tion, Sec. in reply to Mr. King's Anfwer , &c. Our 
author foon rejoined in A Vindication of the Anfwer. 
Mr. Manby dropped the controverfy, but difperfed 
a Joofe fhect of paper artfully writ, with this title, 
A Letter to a Friend, feewing the vanity of this opi¬ 
nion, that every man s fenfc and reafon are to guide 
him in matters of faith. Our author foon publifh- 
ed his anfwer. In 1689, our author was twice 
confined in the caftle of Dublin, by order of King 
James II; and the fame year commenced Dodlor oi^ 
Divinitv. In 1690, he was advanced to the lee of 
Vol. XI. Y y Derry. 
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Derry. In 1691, he publifhed at London,-in 
quarto, The ft ate of the P rot eft ants of Ireland under 
the late King James's government, &c. “ A hifto- 

“ r y> fays Bifhop Burnet, as truly as it is finely 
“ written.” He had by him at his death, atteftcd 
vouchers of every particular faft alledged in this 
hook, which are now in the hands of his relations. 
In 1693, Lordfhip finding the great number of 
his Proteftant diflenters in his diocefe of Derry, 
increased by a vaft addition of colonies from Scot¬ 
land, in order to perfuade them to conformity to 
the eftablifhed church, publifhed A difcourfe con - 
cerning the inventions of men in the worfhip of God. 
Mr. Jofeph Boyfe, a difTenting minifter, wrote an 
anfvver. The Bifhop anfwered Mr. Boyfe. The 
latter replied The Bifhop rejoined. In 1702, he 
publifhed at Dublin, in quarto, his celebrated 
treatife De Origine Mali. Mr. Edmund Law. M. A. 
Fellow of Chrift’s-College in Cambridge, afterwards 
publifhed a complete tranflation of this, with very 
valuable notes, in quarto. In the fecond edition 
he has inferted, by way of notes, a large colle&ion 
of the author’s papers on the fame fubjedt, which 
he had received from his relations, after the pub¬ 
lication of the former edition. Our author, la 
this excellent treatife, hath many curious obferva- 
tions. He afierteth and proves, that there is more 
moral good in the earth than moral evil. There 
are ten good a£ts, fays he, done by thofe we call 
bad men, for one ill one. A fermon by our au¬ 
thor, preached at Dublin, in 1709, was publifhed 
under the title of Divine predeftination and fore¬ 
knowledge, conftftent with the freedom of mans will . 

J his was attacked by Anthony Collins, Efiq; in a 
pa mphlet, in titled, A vindication of the Divine at¬ 
tributes: In fome remarks on the Archbifhop of Dub¬ 
lin s fermon , intitled. Divine predeftination, ire. 
He publifhed likewife, A difcourfe concerning the 
coif cration of churches ; foewing what is meant by 
dedicating them , with the grounds of that office. 

LET- 
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LETTERS, &c. 

L E T T E R I. 

To his Grace the Lord Archbiflhop of Dublin. 

Dubliti-CaJUe , July 16, 1700. 

My Lord, 

T Was feveral times to wait on your Lordfhip at 
^ your lodgings ; but you were either abroad, or 
fo engaged, that I could not be permitted the ho¬ 
nour to attend you. I have an humble requeft to 
your Lordfhip, if you will pleafe to excufe me if I 
cannot be at the triennial vifitation; for my * Lord 
and Lady continually refiding at the lodge, I atn 
.obliged to a conftant attendance there. 

I am, with all refpeft, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordfhip’s moll obedient, 
And raoft humble fervant, 
JON. SWIFT, 


•* Earl of Berkeley, then one of the Lords Juftices of Ireland. 

Y y 2 LET- 
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LETTER II. 


My Lord, 


Trim , Dec. 31, 1704. 


| Did intend to have waited on your Grace before 
you went for England, but hearing your voy¬ 
age is fixed for the fit*R opportunity of the wind, I 
could not forbear giving you a few minutes inter¬ 
ruption, which I hop* your Grace will believe to 
be without any other defign than that of ferving 
you. I believe your Grace may have heard, that 
I was in England laft winter, when the Dean and 
Chapter of Chrift-Church had, I think, with great 
wifdom and diferetion, chofen a moft malicious, 
ignorant, and headftrong creature to reprefent 
them ; wherein your Grace cannot juftly tax their 
prudence, fince the * caufe they are engaged in is 
not otherwife to be fupported. A nd, I do allure 
your Grace, (which perhaps others may have been 
cautious in telling you), that they have not been 
without fuccefs. For, not only the general run in 
Doctors-Commons, which was wholely on their 
fide, which my Lord Biihop of Cloyne f obferved 
as well as I; but, that little inftrument of theirs, 
did ufe all his power to mifreprefent your Grace, 
and your caufe, both in town and cirv, as far as 
his narrow fphere could reach. And he fpared not 
to fay, that your Grace had perfonal refentment a- 
gainfl him ; that you fought his ruin, and threaten¬ 
ed him with it. And I remember, at a great man’s 
table, who hath as much influence in England, as 
any fubject can well have, afrer dinner came in a 
mailer in chancery, whom I had before obferved 


A law-imt between the Archbifhop of Dublin, and the Dean 
=r.d Chapter of the Cathedral of Chrift Church, Dublin, about his 
sf ripbt vifiting them, which vva< given in favour of bis Grace. 

T Dr. Charles Crow. 
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to be a principal perfon in Do&ors-Commons when 
your Grace’s caufe was there debating ; and upon 
occafion of being there, fell into dilcourfe of it, 
wherein he feemed wholely an advocate for Chrift- 
church; for all his arguments were only a chain of 
milinformations, which he had learned from the 
fame hand ; infomuch, as I was forced to give a 
character of fome perfons, which otherwife I (hould 
have fpared, before I could fet him right, as I alfo 
did in the affair of the late Dean of Derry, which 
had been told with fo many falfehoods and difad- 
vantages to your Grace, as it is hard to imagine. 

I humbly prefutne to fay thus much to your 
Grace, that knowing the prejudices that have been 
given, you may more ealily remove them, which 
)Our prefence will infallibly do. 

I would alfo beg of your Grace to ufe fome of 
your credit towards bringing to a good iffue the 
promife the Queen made, at my Lord Bifhop of 
Cloyne’s interccfiion, to remit the firft fruits and 
tenths of the clergy ; unlefs 1 fpeak ignorantly, for 
want of information, and that it be a thing already* 
done. But what I would mind your Grace of is, 
that the crown-rent fliould b<?added, which is a 
great load upon many poor livings, and would be 
a confiderable help to others. And I am confi¬ 
dent, with fome renfon, that it would be eafily 
granted, being, I hear, under a thouland pounds 
a-year, and the Queen's grant for England being 
fo much more confiderable than ours can be at 
beft. I am very certain, that if the Bifhop of 
Cloyne had continued to follicit it in England, it 
would eafiiy have paffed ; bur his Lordfiiip giving 
it up wholely to the Duke of Ormond *, I believe 
it hath not been thought of fo much as it ought, 
I humbly beg your Grace’s pardon for the haftc 
and hurry of this, occafioned by that of the poll, 

* Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 

which 
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which is not very regular in this country ; and im¬ 
ploring your bleffing, and praying to God for 
your good voyage, fucccfs, and return, I hum¬ 
bly kils your Grace’s hands, and remain, 

My Lord, 

Your Grace’s moll: obedient. 
And molt humble fervant, 
J. SWIFT. 

LETTER III. 

London , Feb. 5. 1707-8. 

Fly Lord, 

] Have be n a month expecting the reprefentation 
your Grace was pleated to promife to fend me, 
which makes me apprehend your Grace hath been 
hindered by what you complained of, the clergy’s 
backwardnefs in a point fo very neceflary to their 
feryice: And, it is time ill loft at this jun&ure, 
while my Lord * Lieutenant is here, and in great 
credit at court, and would perhaps be more than 
ordinarily ready to ferve the church in Ireland. If 
I have no directions from your Grace by the end 
of this month, I fhall think of my return to Ire¬ 
land againft the 25th of March, to endeavour to 
be chofen to the living of St. Nicholas, as I have 
been encouraged to hope ; but would readily re- 
inrn at a week s warning to follicit that affair with 
iny Lord Lieutenant while he flays here, or in a- 
ny other manner your Grace will pleafe to direct. 

Your Grace knows long before this, that Dr. 
Mills is Bifhop of Waierford. The court and 
Archbdhop of Canterbury were ftrongly engaged 
i«r another perfon, not much iufpe<5tedf in Ireland, 

* Thomas Herbert Ear! of Pembroke. 

any 
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any more than the choice already made was, I be¬ 
lieve, either here or there. 

The two houfes are ftill bufy in Lord Peterbo¬ 
rough’s affair, which feems to be little more than 
an amufement, which, it is conceived, might at 
this time be fpared, confidering how flow we are 
faid to be in our preparations, which, I believe is 
the only reafon why it was talked the other day a- 
bout the town, as if there would be foon a treaty 
of peace. There is a report of my Lord Galway’s 
death, but it is not credited. It is a perfect jefl: to 
fee my Lord Peterborough reputed as great a 
Whig as any in England, abhorred by his own 
party, and carefied by the Tories. 

The great queftion. Whether the number of 
men in Spain and Portugal, at the time of the bat¬ 
tle of Almanza, was but 8600, when there ought 
to have been 29,600, was carried on Tucfday in 
the affirmative againll the court, without a diviflon, 
which was occafioned by T homas Hammer’s ora¬ 
tory. It feems to have been no party-queflion, 
there being many of both glad and forry for it. 

The court hath not been fortunate in their quef- 
tions this feffion ; and, 1 hear ibme of both parties 
exprefling contrary paffions upon it. 1 tell your 
Grace bare matters of fa£L being not inclined to 
make reflections: and, if I were, 1 could not tell 
what to make, fo oddly people are fubdivided. 

I am, my Lord, 

Your Grace’s moft obedient, 
And moll humble fervant. 


J SWIFT. 
LETTER 
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LETTER IV. 

London , June 10. 1708. 

My Lord, 

T Sent your Grace a long letter feveral weeks ago, 
- 1 incloled in one to the Dean *. I know not 
whether it came to your hands, having not fince 
been honoured with your commands. I believe I 
told your Grace that I was directly adviled by my 

Lord Sund -, my Lord Somers, Mr. Southwell, 

and others, to apply to t my Lord Treafurer, in 
behalf of the clergy of Ireland, and Lord Sunder¬ 
land undertook to bring me to Lord Treafurer, 
which was put off for lome time, on account of 
the invalion. For, it is the method here of great 
miniffers, when any public matter is in hand, to 
make it an excufe for putting off' all private appli¬ 
cation. 1 deferred it lome time longer, becaufe I 
had a mind my Lord Sunderland fhould go along 
with me; but either the one or the other was ah 
ways buly, or out of the way ; however, his Lord- 
fliip had prepared Lord Treafurer, and engaged 
him (as he allured me) to think well of the matter, 
and the other clay Lord Treafurer appointed me to 
attend him. He took me into a private room, and 
I told him my ffory, that I was commanded by 
your Grace, and defired by lome other Bifhops, 
to ufe what little credit I had to follicit, (under the 
direction of my Lord Lieutenant) the remitting the 
the firft-fruits, which, from the favourable repre- 
fentaiion of his Lordlhip to the Queen, about four 
years ago, the clergy were encouraged to hope it 
would be granted : that 1 had been told it might 
be of ule, if fome perfon could be admitted to Ids 

* Dr. Sterne. f Earl of Godolphin. 

p re fence. 









To Dr. KING. 361 

prefence, at his ufual times of being attended, in or¬ 
der to put him in mind ; for the reft, they relied en¬ 
tirely on his Excellency’s good offices, and hisLord- 
fhip’s difpoiitions to favour the church. He faid, 
in anfwer, he was paffive in this bufinefs : That he 
fuppofed my Lord Lieutenant would engage in it, 
to whom, if I pleafed, he would repeat what I 
had faid. I replied, I had the honour of being 
well known to his Excellency ; that 1 intended to 
afk his leave to foilicit this matter with his Lord- 
fhip, but had not mentioned it yet, becaufe I did 
not know whether I had credit enough to gain 
that accefs he was now pleafed to honour me 
with: That upon his Lordlhip’s leave to attend 
him, ftgnifted to me by the Earl of Sunderland, I 
went to inform his Excellency, not doubting his 
confent, but did not lind him at home, and there¬ 
fore ventured to come, but not knowing how his 
Excellency might underftand it, I begged his Lord* 
Ihip to lay nothing to my Lord Lieutenant, until I 
had the honour to wait on him again. This mv 
Lord Treafurer agreed to, and entering on the 
lubje£t, told me, that ftnce the Queen’s grant of 
the firft-fruits here, he was confident, not one 
clergyman in England was a Hulling the better. I 
told him I thought it lay under fome incumbran¬ 
ces; he faid it was true; but belide, that was 
wholely abufed in thediftribution ; that as to thofe 
in Ireland, they were an inconliderable thing, not 
above 1000 1. or 12 1. a year, which was almoft no¬ 
thing for the Queen to grant, upon two condi¬ 
tions. Firft, that it fhould be well difpofed of. 
And fecondly, that it ffiould be received with due 
acknowledgements ; in which cafes he would give 
his confent, otherwife, to deal freely with me he 
never would. I laid as to the lirft, that I was 
confident the Bifhops would leave the methods of 
difpofing it entirely to her Majefty’s bread:; as to 
the fecond, her Majefty, and Lis Lordftiip mighi 
Vol.XI. ' '.Z z count 
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count upon all the acknowledgements that the mof| 
grateful and dutiful fubjefts could pay to a prince. 
That I had the misfortune to be altogether un¬ 
known to his Lordfhip, elfe I fhould prefume to 
afk him, whether he understood any particular* 
acknowledgements ? he replied, by acknowledge¬ 
ments, I do not mean any thing under their hands, 
but I will fo far explain myfelf to tell you, 1 mean 
better acknowledgements than thofe of the clergy 
of England. I then begged his Lordfhip to give 
me his advice, what fort of acknowledgements he 
thought fitted: for the clergy to make, which I 
was fure would be of mighty weight with them; 
He aniwered, I can only fay again, fuch acknow¬ 
ledgements as they ought. We had fome other 
difeourfe of lefs moment, and after licence to at* 
tend him on occalion, I took ray leave. I tell your 
Grace thofe particulars, in his very words, as near 
as I can recollect, bccaufe I think them of mo¬ 
ment, and I believe your Grace may think them 
fo too. I told Southwell all that palled, and we 
agreed in our comments; which I defired him now 
to inform you, He fet out for Ireland this morn¬ 
ing : I am relolvcd to fee my Lord Sund in a 
day or two, and relate what my Lord Treafurer* 
faid, (as he hath commanded me to do), and per¬ 
haps I may prevail on him to let me know his Lord- 
fhip s meaning, to which I am prepared to anlwer, 
as Mr. Southwell will let you know. At Evening 
the fame day, I attended my Lord Lieutenant, and 
defired to knotv what progrels he had made, and 
at the fame time propofed that he would give me 
leave to attend Lord Treafurer, only as a common 
follicitor, to refrelh his memory. 1 was very much 
tarprifed at his anfwer, that the matter was not 
before the Treafurer, but entirely with the Queen, 
and therefore it was needlefs; upon which I faid 
nothing of having been there. He faid he had 
writ lately to your Grace, on account of what was 

done 
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done ; that Tome progrefs was made, that they put 
it ofFbecaufe it was not a time of war, but that he 
had fome hopes it would be done ; but this is only 
fuch an account as his excellency thinks fit to give, 
although I fend it your Grace by his orders. I hope, 
that in his letters he is fuller. My Lord Treafu- 
rer on the other hand allured me, he had the pa¬ 
pers which his Excellency denied, and talked of it 
as a matter that had long lain before him, which, 
feveral perfons in great employments affure me is, 
and muft be true. Thus your Grace fees, that I 
ihall have nothing more to do in this matter, fur¬ 
ther than purfuing the cold lccnt of alking his Ex¬ 
cellency once a month, how it goeth on ? which, I 
think, 1 had as good forbear, fince it will turn to 
little account. All I can do is to engage my Lord 
Sunderland's intereft with my Lord Treafurer, 
whenever it is brought before him, or to hint it to 
fome other perfons of power and credit, and like- 
wife to endeavour to take off that fcandal the cler¬ 
gy of Ireland lie under, of being the reverfe of 
what they really are, with refpedt to the revolu¬ 
tion, loyalty to the Queen, and iettlement to the 
crown ♦ which is here the conllrudlion of the word 
Tory. 

I defign to tell, my Lord Treafurer, that this be¬ 
ing a matter my Lord Lieutenant hath undertaken* 
he doth not think it proper I fhotild trouble his 
tiordfhip; after which, recommending it to his 
goodnefs, I fhall forbear any further mention. I 
am fenfible how lame and tedious an account this 
is, and humbly beg your Grace’s pardon ; but I 
{till infill, that if it had been folicited four years 
ago by no abler a hand than my own, while the 
Duke of Ormond was in Ireland, it might have been 
done in a month : and, I believe it may be fo dill, 
if his Excellency lays any weight of his credit upon 
it; otherwife, God knows when For myfelr, I 
have nothing more to do here but to attend my 
Z z 2 Lord 
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Lord Lieutenant’s motions, of whofe return we 
arc very uncertain, and to manage iome perfonal 
alLu-rs of my own. I beg the continuance of your 
Grace’s favour, and your bleffing. 

And am, with all refpedt, 

\our Graced molt obedient, ,6r. 


* 4* * * *** *** **M~* ** * * f 4-4 * 4- * * * * **4- * 4* 4* 4- * 

LETTER V. 

London, Nov. n. J7 o8 . 

My Lord, 

Y OUR. Grace’s letter of September 7th, found 
me in Kent, where I took the opportunity to 
retire, during my Lord Pembroke’s abfence with 
his new lady (who are both expected to-morrow); 
I went afterwards to-, Fpfom, and returned but 
yefterday : This was the caufe of my fo long omit¬ 
ting to acknowledge your letter. 1 am ready to 
agree with your Grace, that very wrong reprefen- 
tations are made of things and perfons here, by 
people who reiide on this fide but a fhort time - , 
converfe at fecond or third hand, and on their re¬ 
turn make a vanity of knowing more than they do. 
This I have obferved myfelf in Ireland, even among 
people of fome rank and quality ; and I believe 
your Grace will proceed on much better grounds, 
by trufting to your own wifdom and experience of 
things, than fuch intelligence. 

I fpoke formerly all I knew of the twentieth 

parts, and whatever Mr. D-hath faid in his 

letters about haying until a peace, I do allure your 
Grace, is nothing but words. However that mat¬ 
ter is now at an end. There is a new world here, 
and yet 1 agree with you, that if there be an inter¬ 
regnum, it will be the propereft time to addrefs my 
Lord Treafurer ; and I lhall fecond it with all the 

credit 
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credit I have, and very openly, and I know not 
(if one difficulty lie in the way) but it may prove a 
lucky juncture. 

On my return from Kent, (rhe night of the 
Prince’s * death), I (laid a few days in town before I 
went to Epfom : I then vilited a certain great man, 
and we entered very freely into difcourfe upon the 
prefent juncture. He allured me there was no 
doubt now of the fcheme holding about the admi¬ 
ralty, the government of Ireland, and precedency 
of the council ; the difpofltion whereof your Grace 
knoweth as well as I; and, although I care not to 
mingle public affairs with the interefl: of fo private 
a perfon as myfelf; yet, upon fuch a revolution, 
not knowing how far my friends may endeavour to 
engage me in the fervice of a new government, I 
would beg your Grace to have favourable thoughts 
of me on fuch an occalion, and to allure you that 
no profpedt of making my fortune, lhall ever pre¬ 
vail on me to go again!! what becometh a man of 
confcience and truth, and an entire friend to the e- 
ftabliflied church. This, I fay, in cafe fuch a 
thing ffiould happen, for my own thoughts are turn¬ 
ed another way, if the Earl of Berkley’s journey to 
Vienna holds, and the miniftry will keep their pro- 
mife of making me the Queen’s Secretary; by 
which I lhall be out of the way of parties, until 
it lhall pleafe God I have lome place to retire to, a 
little above contempt ; or, if ail fail, until your 
Grace and the Dean of St. Patrick’s lhall think 
fit to difpofe of that poor town-living f in my 
favour. 

Upon this event of the Prince’s death, the con* 
tention defigned with the court about a fpeaker is 
dropt, and all agree in Sir Richard Onflow, which 
is looked on as another argument for the fchcme 
fucceeding. This I had from the fame hand. 

* Georg e Prince of Denmark, l.ufband of Queen Anne, 
t Sr. Nicholas. 

As 
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As to a comprehenfion which your Grace Teems 
to doubt an intention of, from what was told me 
I can fay nothing; doubtlefs, it mull: be intended 
to come to that at Jafi*, it not worfe; but 1 believe 
at prefenr, it was meant, that there fhould be a 
confent to what was endeavoured at in your par¬ 
liament iaft fcflion. 

I thought to have writ more largely to your 
Grace, imagining I had much matter in my head, 
but it fails, or is not convenient at prefent. If the 
lcheme holds, I /hall make bold to tell your Grace 
my thoughts, as formerly, under cover, becaufe I 
believe there will be a great deal to be thought of 
and done. A little time may produce a great deal. 
Things are now in great fufpenfe both at home and 
abroad. 1 he parliament, we think, will have no 
prorogation. Mhere is no. talk of the Duke of 
Marlborough’s return yet. Speculative people talk 
of a peace this winter, or which I can form no pro- 
fpeft, according to our demands. 

I am, my Lord, your Grace’s 
Moft obedient, humble fervant, 

T 

Your Grace wil! plcafe to direfl your 
commands to me at St. James’s 
cofree-hcufe. in St. James-ftrcet. 

letter VI. 

LondonNov. 30, 1708. 

My Lord, 

J WRIT to you about a fortnight ago, after my 
rcrurn trom the country, and gave you fomc 
account of an intended change at court, which is 


new 
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now finifhed. Care was taken to put Lord Pem¬ 
broke in mind of the firft fruits before he went out 
of his office ; but it was needlefs, for his Excellen¬ 
cy had it at heart, and the thing is done, of which, 
I fuppofe, you have an account. You know who 
goes over chaplain ; the Archbifhopof Canterbury, 
and ieveral other bifhops, and the Lord Treafurer 
himfelf folicited that matter in a body : It was 
thought abfolutely necdlary, confidering the dif- 
mal notion they have here of fo many high-church 
Archbifhops among you ; and your friend made 
no application, for real'ons left you to guefs. I 
Cannot yet learn whether you are to have a new 
parliament* but I am apt to think you will, and 

that it muff be thought neceffiiry-The affair of 

Drogheda * hath made a noife here, and, like 
every thing elfe on your fide, is ufed as a handle ; 
I have had it rung in my ears from certain perfons. 
I hope you are prepared to take off the facramental 
left, becaufe that will be a means to have it taken 
off here among us; and that the clergy will be for 
it, in confideration of the Queen’s bounty, and 
that men in employment will be fo wife to pleafe 
the court, and fecure thcmfelves ; but, to think 
there is any defign of bringing the bcots into offices, 
is a mere fcandal. 

Lord Pembroke is to have the admiralty only a 
few months, then to have a penfion of 4000 1. a 
year, and to retire ; and it is thought Lord Ox¬ 
ford f will fucceed him, and then it is hoped, there 
will be an inure change in the admiralty ; that fcir 
John Leak will be turned our, and the Whigs fo 
well confirmed, that it will not be in the power of 

* Some dlfputes in corporation-affairs. 

•f* Edward Rode I, (of the family of the Duke of Bedford) who 
burned and deftroyid the French fleet ar La Hague in 1692, and 
foon after another attack was made by the Eatl of Orfurd. 

the 
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the court upon a peace to bring the balance on the 
other fide. 

One Mr. Shute is named for Secretary to Lord 
Wharton : He is a young man, but reckoned the 
fhrewdefl: head in England : And the perion in 
whom the Prefbyterians chiefly confide ; and if mo¬ 
ney be neceilary towards the good work in Ireland, 
it is reckoned he can command as far as joo,goo I. 
from the body of DiSfenters here. As to his prin¬ 
ciple?, he is truly a moderate man, frequenting the 
church and the meeting indifferently, &c. 

The clergy are here in an uproar upon their 
being prorogued : The Archbilhop of Canterbury 
taketh pains to have it believed it was a thing done 
without his knowledge. A divine of note (but of 
the wrong fide) was with me the other day, and 
faid, he had it from a good hand, that the reafon 
of this proceeding was an intention of putting the 
parliament on examining and correcting courts ec- 
clefiaftic. 

The Archbifhop of Dublin is reprefented here as 
one that will very much oppoie our defigns ; and, 
although I will not fay that the obfervator is paid 
for writing as he doth ; yet I can pofitively affirm 
to you, that whatever he lays of that Biffiop, or of 
the affairs of Ireland, or thofe here, is exa&ly av 
greeable to our thoughts and intentions 

This is all I can recollect, fit to inform you at 
prefent.——If you pleafe, I Ihall from time to time 
lend you any”thing that cometh to my knowledge 
that may be worth your notice. 


I am, &c. 


LETTER 
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LETTER VII. 


26? 


London , Jan . 6. 1709. i 

My Lord, 

OEFORE i received the honour of your Grace’s 
of Nov. 20. I had lent one inclofcd, fyc. with 
what account I could of affairs. Since that time 
the meafures are altered of dilTolving your parlia¬ 
ment, which, doubtlels, is their wiieft courfe for 
certain obvious reafons, that your Grace will eafily 
apprehend, and I fuppofe you have now received 
directions about proroguing it, for Ifaw the order 
fome days ago. I fhould have acknowledged your 
Grace’s letter, if I had not been ever fince 
perfecuted with a cruel diftemper, a giddinefs 
in my head, that would not fuffer me to write 
or think of any thing ; and of which I am now 
{lowly recovering. I fent you word of the affairs 
of the firfl-fruits being performed, which my Lord 
Pembroke had the goodnefs to fend me, im¬ 
mediate notice of. I feldom fee his Lordfhip now, 
but when he pleafeth to command me, for he fees 
no body in public, and is very full of bufinels. I 
fancy your Grace will think it neceffary that in due 
time his Lordfhip fhould receive fome kind of 
thanks in form : I have a fair pretence to meric 
in this matter, although in my own confer¬ 
ence, I think I have little, (except my good wiflies, 
and frequent reminding my Lord Pembroke). But, 
two great men in office, giving me joy of it, very 
frankly told me, that if I had not fmoothed the 
way, by giving them and the reft of the miniftry a 
good opinion of the juftice of the thing, it would 
nave met with oppofition ; upon which I only re¬ 
marked, what I have always obferVed in courts, 
that when a favour is done, there is no want of 
perfons to challenge obligations. Mean time I am 
in a pretty conditbn, who have bills of merit given 
Vol. XI. 3 A me. 
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me, that I mud thankfully acknowledge, and yet 
cannot honeftly offer them in payment. I fuppofe 
the clergy will in due time fend the Queen an ad* 
drefs of thanks for her favour. 

I very much applaud your Grace’s fanguine 
temper, as you call it, and your comparifon of re¬ 
ligion to paternal affeftion ; but the world is divid¬ 
ed into two fefts, thofe that hope the bed, and 
thofe that fear the word ; your Grace is of the 
former, which is the wifer, the nobler, and mod 
pious principle ; and although I endeavour to a- 
void being of the other, yet upon this article, I 
hear fomedmes drange weakneflcs ; I compare true 
religion to learning and civility which have ever 
been in the world, but very often fhifted their 
frencs, fometimes entirely leaving whole countries 
where they have long flourifhed, and removing to 
others that before were barbarous, which hath been 
the cafe of Ghriftianity itfelf, particularly in many 
parts of Africa, and how far the wickednefs of a 
nation may provoke God Almighty to inflift fo 
great a judgement, is terrible to think. But as 
great Princes, when they have fubdued all about 
them, prefently have universal monarchy in their 
thoughts, fo your Grace having conquered all the 
corruptions in a diocefe, and then purfued your 
victories over a province, would fain go further 
and fave a whole kingdom, and would never be 
quiet, if you could have your will, until you had 
converted the world. 

And this reminds me of a pamphlet lately come 
cut, pretended to be a letter hither from Ireland, 
againlf repealing the teft; wherein your Grace’s 
char after is juftly fet forth : for the reft, fome 
parts are very well, and others puerile, and fome 
fafts, as I am informed, wrong reprefented. The 
author hath gone out of his way, to refleft on me 
as a peiTon likely to write for repealing the teft, 
tvhich I am fure is very unfair treatment. This is 

all 
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*h I am likely to get by the company I keep. I am 
uied like a lober man with a drunken face, have 
the fcandal of the vice without the fat is faction. I 
have told the miniftry, with great franknefs, my 
opinion, that they would never be able to repeal 
it, unlefs fuch changes lhould happen as I could 
not forefee, and they all believe I differ from them 
in that point. 

Mr. Addifon, who goes over fir ft fecretary, is a 
moft excellent perfon, and being my moft intimate 
friend, I fhall ufe all my credit to let him right in 
his notions of perfonsand things. I fpoke to him 
with great plainnefs upon the fubjeft of the teft, 
and he fays, he is confident my Lord Wharton 
will not attempt it, if he finds the bent of the na¬ 
tion againft it.—I will fay nothing further of his 
character to your Grace at prefent, becaufe he 
hath half perfuaded me to have forne thoughts of 
returning to Ireland, and then it will be time e- 
nougli : Bur, if that happens otherwife, I prefume 
to recommend him to your Grace as a perlon you 
will think worth your acquaintance. 

My Lord Berkley begins to drop his thoughts of 
going to Vienna, and indeed I freely gave my opi¬ 
nion againft fuch a journey, for one ot his age and 
infirmities. And I lhall hardly think of going Se« 
cretary without him, although the Emperor’s mi- 
nifters here think I will, and have writ to Vienna. 
I agree with your Grace, that fuch a defign was a 
little too late at my years ; but, confidering myfelf 
wholely ufelefs in Ireland, and in a parifli with an 
audience of half a fcore, and it being thought ni¬ 
ce {far y that the Queen lhould have a Secretary at 
that court, my friends telling me it would not be diffi¬ 
cult to compafs it, 1 was a little tempted to pafs fome 
time abroad, until my friends would make me a little 
eafier in my fortune at home. Befide, I had hopes 
of being fent in time to fome other court, and in 
the mean while the pay would be forty {hillings a- 
3 A 2 day. 
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day, and the advantage of living, if I pleafed, in 
Lord Berkley s family. But, I believe, this is 
now all at an end. 

I am, my Lord, 

v_ With the greateft refpedt. 

Your Grace’s 

Moft obedient, and 
Mod: humble fervant, 

J. SWIFT. 

My Lord Wharton fays, he intends for Ireland 
the beginning of March. 

********* ************* **** *$. £ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
LETTER VIII. 


My Lord, 


March 6 , tj 09, 


T Should have acknowledged yours of Feb. 10. 

long ago, it I had not flayed to fee what ber 
came ot the firft-fruits. I have likewife yours of 
the 12th inftant. I will now tell you the proceed¬ 
ings in this unhappy affair. Some time after the 
1 rince s * death, Lord Pembroke fent me word by 
Sir Andrew Fontain, that the Queen had granted 
the thing, and afterwards took the compliment I 
made him upon it. He likewife, (I fuppofe), writ 
the fame purpofe himfelf to the Archbifhop of 
Dublin. I was then for a long time puriued by a 
cruel illnefs, that feized me at fits, and hindered me in 
jneddlingin any bullnefs ; neither indeed could I at 
all lufpeft there was any need to ftir any more in this, 
until often afhing Mr. Addifon, whether he had 
aD y Ofdevs about it ? I was a little in pain, and de- 


* Sse Note, p. 365. 


fired 









To Dr. K I N G. 373 

fired Mr. Addifon to inquire at the Treafury 
whether fuch a grant had then palled ? and, find¬ 
ing an unwillingnefs, I inquired myfelf , where 
Mr. Taylor allured me there was never any orders 
for fuch a grant. This was a month ago, and 
then I began to defpair of the whole thing. Lord 
Pembroke was hard to be feen ; neither did I think 
it worth talking the matter with them. What per¬ 
plexed me molf was, why he fhould tell me, and 
write to Ireland, that the bufinefs was done. (For 
if the account he fent to Ireland, were not as pof- 
tive as what he gave me, I ought to be told lo 
from thence). I had no opportunity of clearing 
this matter until the day I received your laft letter, 
when his explanation was, that he had been pro- 
mifed he fhould carry oyer the grant, when he re¬ 
turned to Ireland, and that his memorial was now 
in the treafury. Yet, when I had formerly begged 
leave to follow this matter with Lord Pembroke 
only, in the form of common foliiciting, he was 
uneafy, and told me Lord Pembroke had nothing 
at all to do with it; but that it was a matter pure¬ 
ly between the Cjueen and himfelf, (as I have told 
you in former letters), which, however, I knew 
then to be otherwife, from Lord Pembroke him¬ 
felf. So that all I had left me to do was only the 
cold amufement of now and then refrelhing Lord 
Pembroke’s memory, or giving the minillry, as I 
could find opportunity, good difpofitiobs tosvards 
the thing. Upon this notice from Lord Pembroke, 
I immediately went to Lord Wharton, (which was 
the firft attendance I ever paid him) ; he was then 
in a great crowd ; I told him my bufinefs ; he laid, 
he could not then dilcourfe of it with me, but 
would the next day. I guefled the meaning of 
that; and faw the very perfon 1 expedted, jtiif 
come from him. Then I gave him an account of 
my errand. I think it not convenient to repeat 
here the particulars of his anfwer ; but the formal 

part 
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part was this. That he was not yet properly Lord 
Lieutenant until he was lworn that he expected 
|he fame application lhould be made to him, as had 
been done to other Lord Lieutenants ; that he was 
very well difpofed, &c. I took: the boldnefs to 
begin anfweiing thole objections, and deiigned to 
offer fome reaibns; but he rofe fuddenly, turned 
off the difeourfe, and feemed in hafte;' fo I wa$ 
forced to take my leave. I had an intention to of¬ 
fer my reafons in a memorial, but was advifed, by 
very good hands, to let it alone, as infallibly to no 
purpofe. And, in fliort, 1 obferve fuch a reluc¬ 
tance in fome friends, whofe credit I would em¬ 
ploy, that I begin to think no further of it. 

I had writ thus far, without receiving a former 
letter from the Archbifhop of Dublin, wherein he 
tells me positively, that Lord Pembroke had fent 
him word the firft*fruits were granted, and that 
Lord Wharton would carry over the Queen’s let¬ 
ter, be. I appeal to you what any man could 
think after this ? neither indeed had l the leaft 
fuipicion, until Mr. Addifon told me he knew no¬ 
thing of it: and that I had the lame account from 
the treafury. It is wonderful, a great minifter 
fhould make no difference between a grant, and 
the promife of a grant. And, it is as ft range, that 
all I could fay would not prevail on him jto give me 
leave to lbllicit- the ftniihing it at the treafury, 
which could not have taken the leaft grain of me¬ 
rit from him. Had I the leaft: fufpected it had 
been only a promife, I would have applied to Lord 
Wharton above; two months ago; and fo I believe 
would the Archbifhop of Dublin, from Ireland ; 
which might have prevented, at leaft, the preient 
cxcufe, of not having had the fame application ; 
although others might, I fupofe, have been found. 

I fent laft poll by the Lord Lieutenant’s com¬ 
mands, an inclofed letter, from his Excellency, to 
the Lord Primate. In anfwer tot a paffage in your 

former 
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former letter Mr. Stoughton is recommended for 
a chaplain to the Lord Lieutenant. His fennon is 
much recommended by leveral here. He is a pru¬ 
dent perfon, and knows how to time things. Others 
of fomewhat better figure are as wife as he. A 
bold opinion is a fhort eafy way to merit, and very 
neceffary for tliofe who have no other. 

I am extremely afBidled with a cold, and cough 
attending it, which muff excufe any thing ill 
expreifed in this letter. Neither is it a fubjeft in 
the prefent circumftances very pleafant to dwell 
upon. 

I am, drr. 

4**4A ********+******+**++*+*++***+++ 

t 

LETTER IX. 

London , Sept . in, 1710. 

My Lord, 

t Arrived here on Thnrfdav laft, and inquiring 
** for the two Bifhops, I found my Lord of * Of- 
fory was gone fome time ago, and the Bifhop of 
Kiilala f I could not hear of until next day, when 
I found he was fet out early in the morning for 
Ireland ; fo that the letter to their Lorfhips is fo 
far to no purpofe. I cannot yet learn whether 
they left any papers behind them ; neither (hall I 
much inquire ; and to fay the truth, I was lefs 
follicitous to afk after the Bifhop of Kiilala, when 
I heard the other was gone. They tell me, all 
affairs in the treafury are governed by Mr. % Har¬ 
ley, and that he is the peifon ufually applied to ; 
only of late, my Lord Powlet, upon what people, 
have talked to him that way, hath exerted himfclf 

* Dr. John Harftrong. f Dr. Wm. L!oyd. 

I Robert Hurley, Efa; afterwards Earl of Oxford, often men¬ 
tioned in thefe works. 










376 LETTERS from Dr. SWIFT 

a little, and endeavours to be as iignificant as he 
can. I have opportunities enough of getting fomc 
intereft with his Lordfhip, who hath formerly- 
done me good offices, although I have ho pcrfo- 
nal acquaintance with him. After which I will 
apply to Mr. Harley, who formerly made fome ad¬ 
vances towards me, and, unlefs he be altered, willy 
I believe, think himfelf in the right to ufe me well: 
But I am inclined to fufpend any particular follici- 
tations until I hear from your Grace, and am in¬ 
formed what progrefs the two bit hops have made ; 
and until I receive their papers, with what other 
directions your Grace will pleafe to fend me. 

Upon my arrival here, I found myfelf equally 
careffed by both parties, by one as a fort of purge 
for drawing me to lay hold of, and by the other as 
one difeontented with the late men in power, for 
not being thorough in their defigns, and therefore 
ready to approve prefent things. 1 was to vifit my 
Lord Godolphin, who gave me a reception very 
unexpected, and altogether different from what I 
ever received from any great man in my life, alto¬ 
gether fhort, dry, and morofe, not worth repeat¬ 
ing to your Grace, until I have the honour to fee 
you : I complained of it to fome of his friends, as 
having, I thought, for fome reafons, deferved 
much the contrary from his Lordfhip : They faid, 
to excufe him, that he was over*run with fplecn 
and peevifhnefs upon the prefent pofture of affairs, 
and ufed nobody better. It may be new to your 
Grace to tell you fome circumftances of his remo¬ 
val. A letter was fent him by the groom of the 
Queen’s {fables, to defire he would break his ftaff, 
which would be the eafiefi: way, both to her Ma- 
jefty and him. Mr. Smith, Chancellor, of the 
Exchequer, happened to come in a little after, my 
Lord broke his ftafF, and flung the pieces in the 
chimney, defiring Mr. Smith to be witnefs that he 
had obeyed the Queen’s commands, aud fent liirtt 

to 
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m the Queen with a letter and a mefTtge, which 
Mr. Smith delivered, and at the fame time lur- 
rendered up his own office. The parliament is 
• certainly to be diflolved, although the day is yet 
Uncertain. The remainder of Whigs in .employ¬ 
ment are refolved not to refign, and a certain Lord 
told me, he had been the giver of that advice, and 
did in my prefence prevail on an acquaintance of 
mine in a great pod to promife the fame thing.; 
only Mr. * Boyle, they fay, is refolved to give up. 
Every body counts infallibly upon a general remo¬ 
val. Tne Duke of Queenfberry, it is faid, will be 
Reward; my Lord Cholmondeley is gone over to 
the new intereft with great indignation of his 
friends. It is affirmed by the Tories, that the great 
motive of thefe changes was the ab/olute neceffity 
of a peace, which they thought the Whigs were 
for perpetually delaying. Elections arernow ma¬ 
gging with greater violence and expence, and 
more competitors, than ever was known, yet the 
town is much fuller of the people than ufually at 
this time of the year, waiting until they fee fomc 
iffue of the matter. The Duke of Ormond is 
much talked of for Ireland, and I imagine he be- 
lieveth fomething of it himfelf. Mr. Harley is 
looked upon as firft minifter, and may not Lord 
Shrewfbery f, and his Grace helps on the opi¬ 
nion, whether out of policy or truth, upon all oc- 
cafions profeffing to day until he fpeaks with Mr. 
Harley. The Queen continues at Kcnfington in- 

* Secretary of State. 

"t* Charles Talbo , Duke ofShrewfbery; who before the demife of 
Queen Anne had been Secretary of State, and Ambafudor Extraor¬ 
dinary and Plenipotentiary to Louis XIV. King of France j and at the 
death of her Majcfty, he was Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, Lord 
High Treasurer or England, and Lord Chamberlain of the Houle- 
hcld ; three of the highefl places of truft, honour, and profir, never 
in the hands of one p^rfon beiore. His Gjace died without ilTue, 

which the title of Duke became exrinvl j but the title of Farl or 
Shrewfbery devolved on Gilbert Talbot, a Roman Catholic, the 
next heir. 

V ol. XI. 3 p difpofed 
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difpofed with the gout, of which die hath frequent 
returns. 

I deferred writing to your Grace, as late as I 
could this pod, until I might have fomething to 
entertain you: But there is fuch an univerfal un¬ 
certainty among thofe who pretend to know mod, 
that little can be depended on However, it may 
be fome amufements to tell you the fentinrents of 
people here, and, as bad as they are, I am fure 
they are the bed that are dirring; for it is thought 
there are not three people in England entirely in 
the fecret, nor is it fure, whether even thofe three 
are agreed in what they intend to do. I am, with 
great refpett, 

Ely Lord, 

Your Graces 

Mod obedient, and 
Mod humble fervant, 

J. SWIFT. 

I have not time to read this and correct the li¬ 
teral midakes. 

I was to wait on the Duke of Ormond, and to 
fet him right in the dory of the college, about the 
* datue, he. 

$ * ** t$** f**4* **** ** ****fr* r f * *****+**** 

LETTER X. f 

London , Ociober io, 1710. 

My Lord, 

Y Had the honour of your Grace’s letter of Sep- 
■* tember 16, but! was in no pain to acknowledge 

* Some young gentlemen of the Univerfity took the truncheon 
out of the right hand of the equeflrian ilatue of King William 111. 
on College-Green, Dublin, and were expelled for it. 

f This letter being in part only printed in a former volume, and 
being imperfect there in other reipefts, k has been thought proper 
tt> print the whole here. 
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it, nor fliall be at any other time, until I have fome- 
thing that I think worth troubling you, becaufe I 
am very fenfible how much an infignificant letter is 
v/orfe than none at all. 1 had likewife the memo¬ 
rial, Stc. in another packet; and I beg your Grace 
to inclofe whatever packers you fend me (I mean 
of bulk) under a paper directed to Mr. Steele *, at 
his office in the Cockpit, and not for me at Mr. 
Steele’s. I fliould have been glad the Bifhop had 
been here, although I take Bdhops to be the worft 
follicitors in the world, except in their own 
concerns ; they cannot give themfelves the little 
trouble of attendance that other men are content 
to fwallow ; elfe, I am fure, their two Lordffiips 
might have fucceeded eafier than men of my level 
can.reafonably hope to do. 

As foon as I received the packets, I went to 
wait upon Mr. Harley f. I had prepared him be¬ 
fore by another hand, where he was very inti¬ 
mate, and got inyfelf represented (which 1 might 
juftly do) as one extremely ill u'fed by the laft mi- 
niftry, after fome obligations, becaule I refufed to 
go certain lengths they would have had me. This 
happened to be in fome fort Mr. Harley’s own 
cafe. He had heard very often of me, and receiv¬ 
ed me with the greateft marks of kindnefs and e- 
flecm, as I was whifpered that he would, and the 
more, upon the ill ufage 1 had met with. I fat 
with him two hours among company, and two 
hours we were alone j where I gave him a hiftory 
of the whole bulinefs, and the lteps that had been 
made in it, which he heard as I could wifh, and 
promifed with great readinefs his befl credit to ef¬ 
fect it. I mentioned the difficulties we had met 
from Lord Lieutenants and their Secretaries, who 
would not fuficr others to follicit, and neglected it 

* Sir Richard Steele, often mentioned in thefe works, 
f Lord Hgh Trvafurerof England, afterwards created Earl of 

Oxford. 
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thcnjfclvcs. He fell in with me intirely, and faicl> 
neither they nor himfelf flioukl have the merit of 
it, but the Queen, to whom he would Ihew my 
memorial with the firft opportunity, in order, if 
pollible, to have it done in this interregnum. I 
laid, it was a great encouragement to the bifhops 
that he* was in the treafury, whom they knew tex 
have been the chief advifer of the Qiieen, to grant 
die lame favour in England. That the honour 
and merit of this would certainly be his, next the 
Queen ; but that it was nothing to him who had 
done lo much greater things; and that for my 
part, 1 thought he was obliged to the clergy of 
Ireland, for giving him an Qjccafion of gratifying 
the pleafure he took in-doing good to the church./ 
He received my compliment extremely well, and re- 
newed his promifes. with great kindnefs. I forgot 
to tell your Grace, that when I laid I was im- 
powered, <drc. he defired to fee my powers, and- 
then 1 heartily wiflied they had. been a little more 
ample; and 1 have fince wondered what fcruple a 
number of hilltops could, have of impowering a. 
clergyman to do the church and them a fervice, 
without any profpeft or imagination,of intereft for 
l\i ml elf, further than about ten lliillings a year. 

Mr. Harley hath invited me to dine with him to¬ 
day; but I ihall not put him upon this difcourfe fo- 
loon. If he begins it himfelf I will add at bottom, 
whatever there is of moment. He laid, Mr. Se¬ 
cretary St.John * defires to be acquainted with 
me, and that lie. will bring us together, which may 
be o further help ; although L told him i had no 
thoughts of applying to any but himfelf, wherein- 
he differed from me, defiring I would fpeak to o- 
thers, if it were but for form ; and feen.ed to 
mem, as if he would avoid the envy of doing, 
things alone. But an old courtier (an intimate 

* Afterwards Lord Vifccunt Bolingbroxe, 

flier, d' 
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friend of mine) with whom I confulted, advifed 
me ft ill to let him know, I relied wholely upon his 
good inclinations and credit with the Queen. I 
iind I am forced to fay all this very confufedly* 
juft as it lies in my memory ; but, perhaps it may 
give your grace a truer notion of what palled, than 
if I had writ in mare order. Befides, I am forced 
to omit the greateft parr of what I laid, being 
not proper for a letter ax fuch a diftance ; for I 
told very freely the lace caufes which had ftopt this 
matter, and removed many odious mifrepiefenta- 
tions, &c. 

I beg whatever letters are fent to Bifhops or o- 
thers in this matter by your Grace or the Primate, 
may be incloled to me, that I may ftifte or deliver 
them, as the courle of the affair {hall require. As 
for a letter from your Grace to the Queen, you fay 
it needs advice; and 1 am fure it is not from me, 
who (hall not prefume to offer, bur perhaps from 
what I have writ, vou may form lome judgment 
or other. 

As for public affairs, I confefs I began this letter 
on a half Iheet, merely to limit myfeif on a fubjerft 
with which I dkl not know whether your Grace 
would be entertained. I am not yet convinced that 
any accefs to men in power gives a man more truth, 
or light than the politics of a coftee-houfe. I have 
known fome great minifters, who would feem to 
difeover the very infide of their hearts, when I was 
fure they did not value whether I had proclaimed 
all they had faid at Charing-crofs. But I never 
knew one great miniflcr, who made any feruple to 
mould the alphabet into whatever words he plcafcd, 
or be more difficult about any fa<fts, than his por¬ 
ter is about that of his Lords being at home; fo 
that whoever hath fo little to do , as to delire fome 
knowledge in fecrets of ftatc, muft compare whne 
lie bears from feveral great men, as from one great 
man, at feveral times, which is equally different. 

People 
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Teople were furpriftd, when the court ftopt it* 
hands as to its further removals ; the comptroller, 
a Lord of the Admiralty, and fome others, told 
me, they expctted every day to be difiriifled ; but 
they were all deceived, and the higher Tories are 
very angry : But fome time ago at Hampton-court, 
I picked out the reafon from a dozen perfons ; and 
told Sir J. Holland, I would lay a wager he would 
not lofe his Ifaff fo foon as he imagined. The mi- 
niftry are afraid of too great a majority of their 
own fide, in the Houfe of Commons, and there¬ 
fore ifopt fhort in their changes ) yet fome re¬ 
finers think they have here gone too far already, 
for of thirty new members in the prefent elections, 
about twenty-fix are Tories. The Duke of Or¬ 
mond feemeth Hill to hand the faireft for Ireland ; 
although I hear fome faint hopes they will not no¬ 
minate very foon. The ruin of the late party was 
owing to a great number, and compli ation of 
caufes, which i have had from perfons able enough 
to inform me, and that is all we can mean by a 
good hand , for the veracity is not to be relied on. 
The Duchefs of Marlborough’s removal hath been 
feven years working; that of the Treafurer above 
three, and he was to be difmifled before Lord Sun¬ 
derland. Befides the many perfonal caufes, that 
of breaking mealures fettled for a peace four years 
ago, had a great Weight, when the French had 
complied with all terms, &c. In fhort, they ap¬ 
prehended the old party to be intirely againft a 
peace, for fome time, until they were rivetted faff, 
too faft to be broke, as they other wife expected, if 
the war fhould conclude too foon. I cannot tell 
(for it is juft come into my head) whether fome 
unanimous nddreffes, from thofe who love the 
church in Ireland, or from Dublin, or your Grace 
and the clergy, might not be feafonable ; or, whe¬ 
ther my Lord Wharton's being not yet fufpendtd 
may ye: hinder it. 

I forgot 
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I forgot to tell your Grace, that the memorial I 
gave Mr. Harley was drawn up by myfelf, and was 
an abftracft of what I had laid to him 5 it was as 
fhort as I could make it ; that which you fent be¬ 
ing too long, and of another nature. 

I dined to day with Mr. Harley ; but I muft 
humbly beg your Grace’s pardon if I fay no more 
at prelent, for reafons I may lhonly let you know. 
In the mean time I delire your Grace to believe me, 
with the greateft refpeft, 

My Lord, 

Your Grace’s 
Moft dutiful, 

And moft humble fervant, 

JON. SWIFT. 


The END . 


*R- SZ 

























































































